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Message to Ghana

The Coordinating Council (CC) of the West Africa People's Organisation (WAPO), meetingin Accraon
27 January 2025, extends its congratulations and solidarity to the People of Ghana on their
successful democratic transition over the last 2 months.

The WAPO CC does not doubt that the outcome of the 7 December election signifies a broader
rejection of the intensified exploitation and increasing repressiveness of Western neo-colonial
domination. This wave is breaking in country after country across West Africa today, particularly in
the urgent activism of our women and youth. The repression of the masses' needs and aspirations
by imperialism and its neo-colonial elites has driven critical social and political confrontations, as
well as a series of armed patriotic challenges to (especially) French neo-colonialism in West Africa.
The wind of change is blowing in West Africa again, and Ghana, as always, participates fully in West
Africa's history.

The CC observes that Ghana's genius lies in the people's ability over the last 32 years to peacefully
impose their authority over the political elite in the context of power transitions. WAPO commends
the Ghanaian People for their restraint and vigilance in the face of the right-wing political forces
grouped around the Akufo-Addo Administration's apparent willingness to wreak mayhem on
society to retain control of the State.

Although it is still in its early days, WAPO commends the new Mahama government for disrupting
imperialism's efforts to isolate AES countries and re-establish constructive and fraternal relations
across the subregion. President John Mahama's reception of President Ibrahim Traore will be one of
the iconic moments in West Africa's struggles for dignity and unity. We salute the new government.
The applause the Burkinabe leader received at Ghana's Black Star Square should be an important
warning to the political elitesin all our countries.

We are also aware that the Mahama administration has rejected the dastardly last-minute attempt
by the Akufo-Addo regime to isolate the People of Western Sahara diplomatically in support of
Moroccan neo-colonialism as a proxy for EU interests. Again, we salute President Mahama.

WAPO is also encouraged by Ghana's recent efforts to establish a planned integrated national
economy through its “24 Hour” economy programme. WAPO firmly believes in a state-led, self-
reliant, increasingly productive, and integrated economy that utilises its natural and human
resources to meet its citizens' and neighbours' needs, allowing for efficient economies of scale.
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Planning is the only path forward for development in Africa. Again, we commend Ghana's new
government. The path will not be easy for several reasons. Firstly, the new programme is not
mainstreamed into the ministries responsible for agriculture, industrial development and national
finances. Western “development partners” typically use this fragmentation to dominate and
distort production integration in neo-colonies quietly. Secondly, the essential political component
of central planning does not emerge from national leadership's various policy articulations. We will
observe developments in Ghana and learn lessons from this experiment. Again, we salute the
Mahama Administration.

Finally, while we acknowledge that Ghana's new political climate presents renewed opportunities
for the country and West Africa, we also recognise that progressive forces in Ghana (including those
withinthe new regime) must confront specific dangers to actualise these opportunities.

Internally, the new government has inherited an almost impossible financial mess. Tensions
regarding neoliberal versus self-reliant paths to growth and development are already apparent,
reflectinginevitably nascent schisms. The regime sends mixed messages, suggesting an openness to
fundamentally irreconcilable policy approaches. The way forward for our brothers and sisters in
Ghana is planned integrated and popular mobilisation — not reliance on IMF, World Bank, and the
global financial aristocracy's austerity-consolidation prescriptions. Those “policy” differences will
inevitably deepen to express the underlying political divide within the political elite and could
become an existential problem for the Administration.

Externally, there is an effort by the West to reduce West Africa to a theatre for confrontation with its
geopolitical rivals — principally China and Russia. The West seeks to incorporate our region into its
military preparations by positioning troops (i.e. occupation armies) and ordinance across West
Africa. Ghana already hosts US troops on its soil — a legacy of the now-rejected Akufo-Addo
administration. In an era where the President of the US openly declares his intention to seize e.g.
the Panama Canal or Greenland, by force if necessary, it cannot be in Ghana's or west Africa's
interest to harbourimperialist armies on its soil. We must reject foreign troops on our soil. Period.

WAPO, a West African grouping of Pan-Africanist mass organisations, will continue to provide
critical support to Ghana's new administration and full solidarity with the country's people in the
years ahead.

Signed -
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Philippe T. NOUDJENOUME
Président du Conseil de Coordination du
WAPO
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