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Summary of findings
• John Dramani Mahama of the NDC is leading with 55.2% (limits: 52.2 - 58.2%) of total votes cast followed by 

Mahamudu Bawumia of the NPP with 38.4% (limits: 35.4 – 41.4%).
• Established track record to deliver (22.7%), honest and trustworthy (22.4%) and policies and programmes in 

manifestos were the major reasons respondents voted for a particular candidate.  
• John Dramani Mahama convincingly won across all the reasons assigned for voting for a particular candidate 

with “has established excellent track record to deliver”  as highest (80.5%) across all the candidates.
• John Dramani Mahama of the NDC is likely to win 14 out of the 16 regions if he maintained the lead in North 

East Region. 
• Although John Dramani Mahama  won across all the levels of education, the difference was more pronounced 

at the tertiary level (19.7%). 
• The candidates voted for and level of education of the respondents were significantly associated. 
• There was a statistically significant association between candidate voted for and level of education (p-value < 

0.001), thus these variables are not independent of each other. 
• Nearly 9 out of every 10 respondents believed that the country is heading in the wrong direction under the 

current NPP government
• About 9 out of 10 respondents believe that Ghana’s current economic problems were caused by 

mismanagement and corruption of the NPP government
• Majority (66%) of the respondents did not trust the Electoral Commission of Ghana to deliver free and fair 

elections
• Majority (65.8%) of the respondents do trust the security agencies to provide adequate security for the 2024 

general elections
• High cost of living (47.2%) is the critical problem facing Ghanaians today followed by high unemployment 

rates (14.5%), corruption (13.1%) and galamsey (8.3%)



Conclusion
• John Dramani Mahama of the NDC is expected to win the 7th December presidential elections 

in Ghana

• The results suggest a potential straight win for the NDC in the 7th  December 2024 general 
elections 

• High cost of living, high unemployment rates, corruption and galamsey were the most critical 
problems facing Ghanaians today.

• Respondents did not trust the current electoral commission to deliver free and fair elections 

• High cost of living, high unemployment rates, corruption and galamsey could serve as the 
main campaign messages to the electorates in these few days to the elections. 

• The electorates believed the country is headed in the wrong direction

• They also believed that the current economic problems were caused by mismanagement and 
corruption of the NPP government.



Introduction
• Scientific election surveys/opinion polls provide sound data to measure and understand 

expectations of the electorates and the chances of the political parties and their candidates 
in elections 

• It is a tool used to support politicians to understand what the electorates/public wants, and 
for the electorates to understand who is likely to be popular at the polls

• It also provides the basis for modern election campaigns through data-driven decisions by 
the political parties, and their agents/sympathisers and to craft out messaging for targeted 
campaigns.

• In this study, we attempt to utilise opinion polls to measure voter intentions about the state 
of the economy, preference for political parties/candidates, and ascertain the approval 
ratings of the NPP government, the electoral commission and the security agencies in the 
run up to the December 2024 General Elections.



Methods
• A cross-sectional study design was employed to elicit the required data

• Structured and semi-structured questionnaires with both close and open-ended items were used

• Area sample (i.e., constituency) sampling procedure was used

• To balance the cost of surveying a large sample of respondents against the reduction in sampling error and as a 
compromise, a sample size ranging from 1000 to 10000 respondents is typically used with a popular sample size of 
2500 (Samohyl, 2020). 

• In this study, a total sample size of 22689 was enumerated and this is intended to provide a more robust data for 
improved precision of our survey estimates. 

• Field enumerators were trained on the survey instruments to collect the required data

• Individuals aged 18 years and above who have registered to vote in the December 2024 elections were eligible to 
participate in the study.

• Data collection was done from 22nd September to 25th November 2024 simultaneously across the 276 
constituencies in Ghana

• The data were summarised using frequencies, percentages, graphs and Chi-Squared test of independence.

• We estimated the number of expected votes to be garnered by the candidates in 2024 assuming the 7th December 
2020 general elections turnout.



Findings

• The results from the survey are summarized in this section 
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Expected number of votes – 7th December 2024
• Based on the percentage votes garnered by the various candidates in the survey and 

assumed turnout (0.7889*18774159 = 14,810,934), we estimated the expected 
number of votes to be obtained by the candidates as presented in the figure below: 
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Expected number of votes in December 2024

SD: standard deviation



Comparing votes cast by selected 
important variables to provide critical 

insights into voting behaviour



Distribution of votes cast for candidates by reasons

Reasons for voting for candidates

Candidate voted for
Mahamudu 

Bawumia
John Dramani 

Mahama
Alan John Kwadwo 

Kyerematen Others Total
Policies and programmes outlined in themanifesto 28.1 66.2 2.8 2.9 100
Has established excellent track record todeliver 17.2 80.5 1.5 0.8 100
Honest and trustworthy 18.3 77.2 2.5 2 100
Experience in politics 15.7 76.5 6.1 1.7 100
Truthful 17.8 73.4 6.4 2.4 100
Identifies with the youth and their issues 20.8 65.4 5.2 8.6 100
Others 9.8 8.2 3.3 78.7 100
Total 127.7 447.4 27.8 97.1 700

Table 1 Distribution of votes cast for candidates by 
reasons assigned (N= 22689)



Table 2 Distribution of votes cast based on the 24-hour 
economy decision by candidate name (N= 22689)

Will you vote for John 
Dramani Mahama of the 

NDC because of his 24-Hour 
Economy Policy promise to 

Ghanaians?

Candidate name

Mahamudu Bawumia John Dramani Mahama
Alan John Kwadwo 
Kyerematen Others Total

No 46.4 23.2 7.1 23.3 100
Yes 4.4 90.9 1.3 3.4 100

Total 50.8 114.1 8.4 26.7 200



Table 3 Distribution of votes cast for candidates by 
educational level (N= 22689)

Educational level

Presidential Candidates voted for

Mahamudu 
Bawumia

John Dramani 
Mahama

Alan John Kwadwo 
Kyerematen Others Total

No formal education 11.5 12.2 0.7 1.2 25.6

Basic School 9.9 12.1 0.6 0.4 23

Senior High School 9.4 11.2 1.1 0.7 22.4

Tertiary 7.6 19.7 0.9 0.8 29

Total 38.4 55.2 3.3 3.1 100

Pearson’s Chi-squre(9) =  69.8517,   P-value<0.001



Table 4 Distribution of votes cast for candidates by region (N= 22689)

Region

Candidate Name
Mahamudu 
Bawumia

John Dramani 
Mahama

Alan John Kwadwo 
Kyerematen Others

Total 
(%)

Ahafo 25.4 70.1 2.5 2 100
Ashanti 43.2 38.4 10.5 7.9 100
Bono 19.4 64 3.5 13.1 100
Bono East 17.4 73 2 7.6 100
Central 20.4 68 2.8 8.8 100
Eastern 42.2 39.5 3.5 14.8 100
Greater Accra 21.4 59.2 3.3 16.1 100
North East 48.2 49.6 1.5 0.7 100
Northern 28.4 66.7 1.6 3.3 100
Oti 8 83.5 3 5.5 100
Savannah 11 82.2 2.8 4 100
Upper East 40.3 55 0.9 3.8 100
Upper West 21 76.3 0.6 2.1 100
Volta 8.8 89.9 0.8 0.5 100
Western 22.9 65.2 2.3 9.6 100
Western North 12.2 72.1 5.4 10.3 100
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