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RUSSIA'AND AFRICA

adimir Putin, President of July 27-28, 2023.. between the Russian Federation and
the Russian Federation has ~ With just few days ahead of the the Africa continent at large. This is
outlined his vision, views much publicized summit, The his statement;
and expectation regarding the Insight publishes unedited, his On July 27-28, St Petersburg will
second Russia-Africa Summit and statement on how the scheduled host the second Russia-Africa
Russia-Africa Economic and forum with African leaders aims Summit and Russia-Africa Economic
Humanitarian Forum due to take to promote peace and ensure

place in St Petersburg, Russia from  progress and successful future cont. on pages 6&7

Mahama Fumes And Blasts Minister For Hoarding $1m, €300k Reportedly Stolen At home

ormer President John Dramani being robbed of over USS1 million,  former president wondered why
F Mahama has reacted to news of ~ €300,000, and millions of Ghana the minister and her family were
the Minister for Sanitation and Cedis in cash from her home. keeping such an amount of
Water Resources, Cecilia Dapaah, In a tweet shared on Friday, the cont. on page 5
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DEAL WITH THIS HEALTH MENACE

he revelation that there is upsurge in stroke cases
among young people per records at the Komfo

Anokye Teaching Hospital in Kumasi is very deeply
worrying.

There is clearly no doubt that non-communicable or
lifestyle diseases appear to have fast taken over from
communicable which used to be our bane as a country.
According to the Neurologist, Dr. Fred Stephen Sarfo those
as young as 13 are now developing the condition which
one suffers when a blood vessel that carries oxygen and
nutrients to the brain is either blocked by a clot or bursts
resulting in lack of blood to the brain and thus death of the
brain cells.

According to the Komfo Anokye Teaching Hospital it records
between 800 and one thousand cases, each year with more
than 300 dying and the rest becoming permanently
disabled.

With its high risk factors being hypertension, diabetes, high
alcohol intake and lack of exercise among others, there is
the need for improved or change in lifestyle including other
health measures to adequately deal with the situation.
Stress is also another causative or factor and health

authorities need to intensify public education to reverse
the tide.The revelation that there is upsurge in stroke cases
among young people per records at the Komfo Anokye
Teaching Hospital in Kumasi is very deeply worrying.

There is clearly no doubt that non-communicable or
lifestyle diseases appear to have fast taken over from
communicable which used to be our bane as a country.
According to the Neurologist, Dr. Fred Stephen Sarfo those
as young as 13 are now developing the condition which
one suffers when a blood vessel that carries oxygen and
nutrients to the brain is either blocked by a clot or bursts
resulting in lack of blood to the brain and thus death of the
brain cells.

According to the Komfo Anokye Teaching Hospital it records
between 800 and one thousand cases, each year with more
than 300 dying and the rest becoming permanently
disabled.

With its high risk factors being hypertension, diabetes, high
alcohol intake and lack of exercise among others, there is
the need for improved or change in lifestyle including other
health measures to adequately deal with the situation.
Stress is also another causative or factor and health
authorities need to intensify public education to reverse
the tide.

The World Has A Lot To Learn From China's
Glohal Civilization Initiative, Says Paul Frimpong

aul Frimpong, the Executive

Director of the Africa-China

Centre for Policy and
Advisory (ACCPA), has said that the
world will greatly benefit if there are
more open and frank conversations
on the key pillars outlined in China's
Global Civilization Initiative.
In 2021, China introduced the Global
Development Initiative and followed
it up in 2022 with the Global Security
Initiative. In 2023, China announced
yet another global initiative, the
Global Civilization Initiative.
He made this remarks during the
Public Forum on China's Global
Civilization Initiative held in Accra by
his outfit, ACCPA, in partnership with
the Confucius Institute at the
University of Ghana.
The forum's central theme was
China's new proposal called the
Global Civilization Initiative, which
outlines key pillars on how we can
build a harmonious and peaceful
world without antagonism and
confrontations, as we have seen in
recent times.
The forum attracted some 200
participants and key policy experts
from both the public and private
sectors and the diplomatic
community, who discussed and
shared perspectives on China's
Global Civilization Initiative and how
that could be leveraged to build
peace, stability, and prosperity in our
world today.
The forum opened with insightful
keynote speeches delivered by H.E.
Ambassador Anani Demuyakor,
Former Ghana's Ambassador to
China, Danzhu Lou, the Director of
Political Affairs at the Chinese
Embassy in Ghana; Prof. Gabriel Nii
Noi Dowuona, Professor at the
University of Ghana, and Professor
Jimin Wang, the Chinese Director at
the Confucius Institute of the
University of Ghana.

Speaking on the sidelines of the Forum, Paul
Frimpong, the Executive Director of the
ACCPA, expressed satisfaction with the level
of enthusiasm of participants in gaining an
understanding of the key pillars of China's
Global Civilization Initiative proposal.
According to him, "it's evident that our world
today requires new ways of thinking when it
comes to building sustainable peace and
stability. China's GCl is a sincere appeal to
the entire world for extensive inter-
civilizational communication, which is
extremely beneficial, practical, and long-

lasting."

He further reiterated the commitment of his
outfit, ACCPA, which is a Sino-African
research and policy think tank and advisory
firm, to creating an intellectually stimulating
and open forum to share perspectives on
Africa-China relations.
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AFRICA MEDIA: BOUGHT, RENTED, OR OPINION PRESS?

ASKS PROF. ENOCH OPOKU ANTWI - PART T
g~—- [oBONSAM | [T
TAWA!

By Prof. Enoch Opoku Antwi
Dean, Faculty of Business
Administration &
Communication Arts,
Academic City University
College, Haatso, Accra.

art Two of this piece

ended with plethora of

concepts such as media
disinformation, insider
friendships, checkbook
journalism, sensationalism,
credibility of our media,
public expectations of the
media to act independently,
and media accountability. This
week, we conclude the media
education and information on
expectations of Public
Relations (PR) practitioners,
which is the other side of the
journalistic coin.
Public Relations (PR)
professionals are not spin
doctors as the public has
been made to believe. In
classic definition, PR involves
creating an understanding for,
or goodwill towards an
organization, company, a
person, or a product.
One of the first political
leaders to realize the
importance of PR was
Augustus Caesar, who in the
first century, commissioned
statutes of himself to be
erected throughout the
Roman Empire to enhance his
image. Since then, many
political leaders have ordered
heroic images of themselves
printed on coins, notes and
stamps.
Today's PR approach can be
traced to the beginning of the
20" Century. Journalists were
an important reason for the
eventual emergence of the PR

profession. Edward L.
Bernays, an American
theorist, is considered a
pioneer in the field of public
relations and propaganda,
and referred to his obituary
as “the father of public
relations”. He wrote the
first book on PR, crystalizing
public opinion and taught
the first course on the
subject. Doris Fleischman,
another PR pioneer, began
her career in the 1920s. She
was an early advocate of
public relations as a
profession for women.
Public Relations is an
industry of specialties. We
have PR is financial,
products, education,
government, and even for
individuals. What most PR
do is Crisis Communication.
That is, a timely public
response to a critical
situation that could cause
damage to an organization
or agency's reputation. This
is called Crisis Public
Relations.

As an example, Akio
Toyoda, Chairman of Toyota
Motor Corporation, used PR
on March 30, 2010, in a
crisis communication to
overcome the public
relations problems created
by the massive recall of
some of its vehicles for
accelerator flaws linked to
at least 51 deaths. In
another incident that

happened on July 3, 2010,
workers cleared off oil
washing on to Louisiana's
Fourchon Beach. Public
Relations experts criticized
British Petroleum (BP) for
the way it handled PR
aspect of the oil spill.
According to research,
there are three ways to
encourage people to do
what you want them to do:
Power, Patronage, and
Persuasion. Power involves
ruling by law. Patronage is a
polite term for bribery —
paying someone with
favours or money to do
what you want, and
Persuasion — the act of
using arguments or
reasoning to induce
someone to do something.
PR belongs to the
persuasion side to
encourage people to do
what agencies or
organizations want. Just like
advertising, the PR work is
not a mass medium.

Public Relations is a media
support industry. They are
supposed to help shape
public opinion, and work
with advertising agencies in
PR-related services. Thus,
PR and advertising are
interrelated. PR
professionals must be
involved in policy and
decision-making processes
so that they can talk about
it from insight. They must
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contribute to decisions
about how organizations or
agencies handle the public,
the press, and its own
employees.

| encourage government
(national and local),
education (ministries,
agencies, universities,
regions, and districts), non-
profit organizations,
hospitals, churches,
mosgues, museums,
charities, athletic teams,
entertainment
organizations, international
organizations as well as
industries and businesses
(large and small), to use
qualified and competent PR
professionals. This is why?
Responsibilities of PR
include writing, editing,
media relations, special
events, public speaking,
production tasks, research,
programming, counseling,
training, and management.
The PR professional must
find ways to attract the
attention of the press;
provide publicity, which
create events and presents
information so the press
and the public will pay
attention. Publicity is
different from advertising.
Advertising messages are
paid for. Publicity is free.
Publicity is considered an
uncontrolled use of the
media, because the public
relations person provides

information to the press, but
has no control over how the
information will appear — the
press presents the story. The
PR knows how the media
work and make judgments on
that by providing access to
events as it becomes
necessary.

This is precisely because
people in the media and
people in PR know how each
profession works. Public
Relations is growing globally
and we must embrace it in
addition to our vibrant media.
The PR professional should
feel free to do their job and
be allowed to innovate on
stories and press releases. The
caveat though is that negative
PR can spread very quickly on
the Web, where everyone is
free to post damaging
comments about an
organization or agency.
Therefore, African PR need
new technologies, especially
the internet as ways to deliver
quicker PR message online
and on various social media
platforms.

Access to information
distribution and news
organization must be granted
to every PR professional, and
they must be given the
chance, as professional
development, to work
internationally on some
projects and conferences due
to PR global nature in order
for them to adjust to global
cultural differences that global
exposure brings.

We need our media not
bought, rented, or opinion
press. But free, fair,
incorruptible, research-based,
and avoiding conflict of
interest. They (media
personnel and PR
practitioners) should be paid
well to excel in their expertise
to help build Africa's young
democracies. For now,
Obonsam (The Devil)
continues to smoke his Tawa
(Pipe). The PR challenges are
ours to fix.

cont. on page 10
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nti-racist groups, refugee

rights activists, and other

progressive sections in the
UK have stepped up their protests as
the notorious Illegal Migration Bill
brought in by the Tory government
completed its proceedings in the UK
parliament. It was passed in the
House of Lords on July 18 and
received royal assent on July 20 to
become a law.
The anti-refugee bill introduced by
Home Secretary Suella Braverman in
March 2023 envisages clamping
down on the small boat refugee
crossings to the UK through the
English Channel. The law encourages
the state to detain and deport those
who arrive in that country by 'illegal
means' and block them from
returning. Groups like Stand Up to
Racism and the Communist Party of
Britain (CPB), among others, have
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condemned the bill and resolved
to fight to repeal it. Meanwhile,
the UN agencies for refugees and
human rights have slammed the
bill as against the UK's obligations
under international law, which will
have profound consequences for
people in need of protection.
Other aspects of the
government's approach to
refugees are also being challenged
and opposed. On June 29, the
London Court of Appeal in a
historic judgment ruled that the
UK's notorious Rwanda asylum
plan was illegal. Under the deal
signed in 2022 and updated in
2023, illegal migrants in the UK
would be relocated to Rwanda for
processing their asylum and
resettlement. In November 2022,
the UK also updated its deal with
France to increase surveillance in
the English Channel to block
migrant crossings. The UK has also

struck multiple deals with
Albania to facilitate the return of
Albanian refugees who failed to
secure asylum in the UK, those
in jail, and people with expired
visas.

Plans to house asylum seekers in
barges docked in British ports
was another notorious move by
the Sunak government which
received widespread
condemnation. On July 18,
activists from various trade
unions and Stand Up to Racism
demonstrated at the Portland
port in Dorset, protesting the
arrival of the barge Bibby
Stockholm that will be used to
house asylum seekers. Stand Up
to Racism also announced a
national organizing conference
on October 21, titled "Resisting
the rise of racism and fascism.'
The group stated that “Rishi
Sunak and Suella Braverman are

rogressives In The UK Protest Tory
overnment's Anti-Refugee Policies

putting racism and the scapegoating
of refugees at the center of
government policy to distract from
and scapegoat for the cost of living
crisis that it has created. Sunak's
'stop the boats' and Braverman's
'invasion’' rhetoric has led to a
resurgence of fascist mobilizations
targeting refugees. The
government's so-called 'anti-woke'
agenda is also being used by the far
right to mobilize.”

“The so-called “lllegal Migration Bill”
effectively ends the right to asylum.
For those crossing the Channel there
are no alternative safe routes to
enter Britain. The 'Rwanda plan'
means refugees could potentially
face deportation when they get
here. The Nationality and Borders
Act and the Windrush scandal show
how the hostile environment toward
refugees leads to racism towards
established migrant, African, Asian,
Caribbean, Gypsy, Roma, Traveler

Stand up to Racism
Refugees & Migrants Welcome Herg
Na to Islamophabia & Anti-Semitigy, .

Black Lives Mattar &

Protest in Dorset. (Photo: via Stand Up to
Racism). The notorious lllegal Migration
Bill pushed by the Tories was passed by the
UK parliament and received royal assent
on July 20. It has been fiercely opposed by
a activist groups and leftist forces

and other communities,” it added.
On July 19, the Communist Party of
Britain (CPB) stated that “The
Communist Party continues to
oppose the Government's racist and
anti-migrant rhetoric. We call upon
legislators to repeal all racist
immigration and nationality
legislation as soon as possible. We
commit ourselves to working with
those who oppose racism and its
bedfellow fascism.”

Ships Headed To Ukraine Via Black Sea
Legitimate Targets For Attacks, Warns Russia

(Photo: Ivan Noyabrev/TASS). The warning
comes following Ukraine's attempts to
revive the Black Sea grain deal without
Russia. Ukraine is pitching a proposal that
involves other countries providing protection
to ships carrying its grain

mid reports of Ukraine

trying to bypass Russia and

continue shipping its grain
under the protection of other
countries, the Russian Defense
Ministry has issued a navigational

warning for ships heading to
Ukraine via the Black Sea on
Wednesday, July 19. Russia said it
will treat them as enemy vessels
carrying armament, which implies
that they will be a legitimate target
for attacks.

“With the termination of the Black
Sea Initiative and the abolition of
the maritime humanitarian
corridor, from 00:00 Moscow time
on July 20, 2023, all ships en route
to Ukrainian ports in the Black Sea
will be considered potential carriers
of military cargo,” the Russian
Defense Ministry said in a
statement. It added that such ships
would be “treated as taking side
with the regime in Kiev in the

conflict,” RT reported.

Russia terminated the Black Sea

grain deal on Monday, signed with
Ukraine last year in July under UN

and Turkish mediation. As per the

deal, Russia had allowed the

export of Ukrainian grain via the

Black Sea in return for the US and

EU removing restrictions on the

export of its own agricultural

products. Russia claimed that the

UN and Turkey had failed to
deliver on their promises
regarding Russian exports.
Ukraine has expressed its desire

to revive the grain deal without

Russia and is looking for options

involving other countries

guarding the ships leaving its

Shkurakov, Ukraine's acting
minister of infrastructure

development, said in a letter to

the International Maritime

Ukraine is setting up temporary
sea routes via Romania to
facilitate grain exports.
Meanwhile, the US has
allegedthat Russia may attack
civilian ships in the Black Sea
and blame Ukrainians for the
same. It also claimed to have

information about Russia placing

ports across the Black Sea. Vasyl

Organization on Wednesday that

extra mines in the area.

On Wednesday, the Pentagon
announced fresh $1.3 billion in
military aid to Ukraine with the
latest military equipment such
as drones and counter drone
mechanisms and equipment for
port and harbor security.

The US alone has provided
more than $46 billionin military

aid to Ukraine since the
beginning of the war in
February 2022 till January this
year. This fiscal year's total
military aid has already crossed
$11 billion with the eighth
round of aid announced on
Wednesday.


https://peoplesdispatch.org/2023/06/29/london-court-of-appeal-rules-against-uk-deal-to-relocate-illegal-immigrants-to-rwanda/
https://peoplesdispatch.org/2023/06/06/uk-government-criticized-for-pushing-inhumane-policies-to-keep-refugees-at-sea/
https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=814730156677014&set=a.478376813645685
https://www.rt.com/russia/579972-black-sea-military-ships/
https://tass.com/world/1649271
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/7/20/russia-warns-ships-traveling-to-ukraine-considered-part-of-war
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/white-house-russia-may-attack-civilian-shipping-black-sea-2023-07-19/
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/us-announce-13-bln-military-aid-ukraine-sources-2023-07-18/
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/us-announce-13-bln-military-aid-ukraine-sources-2023-07-18/
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-64656301
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-64656301
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/us-announce-13-bln-military-aid-ukraine-sources-2023-07-18/
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Mahama Fumes And Blasts Minister For Hoarding $1m, €300k Reportedly Stolen At home

from front page

money at her home.

Mahama, who is the presidential
candidate of the National Democratic
Congress (NDC), added that this is an
example of bad precedence being set
by President Nana Addo Dankwa
Akufo-Addo.

“S1m + €300k and millions of GHS in
a Ghanaian Minister's home?
Scandalous!!

“Even if genuinely acquired, why keep
millions of hard currency at home?
Will @NAkufoAddo ever set a good
example for public office holders in
his administration?” Mahama asked.
Background:

Two house helps, 18-year-old
Patience Botwe and 30-year-old Sarah
Agyei, are currently facing charges
before an Accra Circuit Court for their
alleged involvement in the theft of
significant sums of money and
personal belongings belonging to
Cecilia Abena Dapaah, Minister for
Sanitation and Water Resources and
her husband, Daniel Osei Kuffour.
According to a report by The
Chronicle, the thefts, which amount
to millions of Ghana Cedis, reportedly
took place at the couple's residence
in Abelemkpe, a suburb of Accra,

between July and October 2022.
The accused, Patience and Sarah,
are facing one count of conspiracy
to commit a crime and five counts
of stealing, involving amounts of
USS$1 million, €300,000, and
millions of Ghana Cedis.

During the same period, the pair
allegedly stole personal effects
from Madam Cecilia Abena
Dapaabh, including assorted clothes
valued at GH¢95,000, handbags,
perfumes, and jewelry valued at
USS$95,000.

Further accusations involve
Patience acting alone to steal six
pieces of Kente cloth worth
GH¢90,000 and six sets of men's
suits valued at US$3,000, which
belonged to the minister's
husband.

The court also charged three
additional individuals in connection
with the thefts.

Benjamin, a 29-year-old plumber,
has been accused of dishonestly
receiving GH¢180,000, while Kweku
Botwe, a 65-year-old trader, faces
charges for dishonestly receiving
GH¢50,000. Additionally, Malik
Dauda, a 23-year-old unemployed
individual, is alleged to have

dishonestly received GH¢1
million.

All five accused individuals
appeared before an Accra Circuit
Court presided over by Judge
Susana Ekuful on Thursday, July
20, 2023. However, their pleas
have not yet been taken.

Of the accused, Sarah has been
granted bail in the sum of GH¢1
million, with two sureties
required to deposit their Ghana
cards with the court's registrar.

It was clarified that the bail
conditions are subject to review
by the substantive judge as Judge
Susana Ekuful was serving as a
relief judge at the time.

In her briefing, Judge Susana
Ekuful revealed that Patience,
along with her alleged boyfriends
and father, has been remanded
into lawful custody. However,
Sarah was granted bail due to
being a breastfeeding mother.
According to the prosecution,
Patience, also known as
Maabena, previously worked as a
house help for the complainants,
Daniel Osei Kuffour and his wife,
Cecilia Abena Dapaah. Sarah, too,
was a former house help for the

couple.

The alleged thefts came to light in
June of the current year when the
complainants reported the
incidents to the police after
discovering missing cash and
personal belongings.

Patience was caught in the act,
having opened and entered the
couple's room using a duplicate
key. She was apprehended by Mr.
Kuffour upon his return home,
having noticed the room was
unlocked and hearing unusual

noises from inside.

Further investigations revealed the
stolen items and the money in
possession of Patience and her
associates.

The accused allegedly used the
stolen funds to finance various
properties and purchases, including
renting a 3-bedroom apartment
and a store in Tamale, buying
vehicles, and funding other
personal expenses.

The court has adjourned the case
to August 2, 2023, while
investigations continue.

Delegation 0f Quality Education Academy 0f US Donates
Items To Boost STEM Education At Accra High School

delegation from United

States Quality Education

Academy (QEA) has donated
some items to the Accra Senior High
School in Accra, Ghana.

The Accra Senior High School, which
is located in the heart of the nation's
capital, welcomed the delegation
from the Quality Education Academy
(QEA) of the United States of America
a fortnight ago.

Based in Winston-Salem, North
Carolina, the visit was made possible
through the Arts Cares Foundation in
conjunction with African Roots
Travel.

Upon welcoming the visitors on
Tuesday, July 11, Madam Evelyn
Sagbil Nabia, Headmistress of Accra
High, gave them a glimpse of the

school which will be celebrating its
100th anniversary on August 17.

She then officially ushered them in,
allowing them to proceed with their
planned activities.

Excited to connect with their roots and
culture, some administrators and
students from the US-based
educational facility, designed for Black
and Brown students, embarked on a
program called "School for a Day."

The "School for a Day" program
facilitated organic interaction and
engagement between the Diasporan
and Ghanaian students and teachers at
Accra High.

The visiting QEA students and their
facilitators attended classes, actively
participated in lessons, and shared their
perspectives on education with their

Ghanaian counterparts.

Following this, the Headmistress and
other staff members led the delegation
to the Science, Technology, Engineering,
and Mathematics (STEM) education
facility at the school, which was a major
point of interest for the Diasporan
visitors.

At the facility, Donald Sweeper, a drone

technician and founder of SweepWorx,
based in America, promised to partner
with Accra High School and the entire
QEA to teach drone innovation in the
STEM facility, pending government
approval.

He demonstrated how a drone flies and
how it is operated to the students and
administrators present.

His 18-year-old son and Level 100
student at Elizabeth City State
University, Dorian Sweeper, who has
been inspired by his father to build his
own racing drones, also showcased his
innovation.

Intrigued by their fellow students'
creative prowess, Accra High students
and teachers asked questions about the
challenges faced during the building
process and if such innovations
generate revenue.

Dorian Sweeper shared, "l had a lot of
challenges, but | couldn't give up
because | wanted to see its joyful
completion. It took me a couple of
weeks."

He added that he was inspired by his
father, who had been teaching him
about drones since he was a child.
Discussing how drones generate
revenue, Dorian explained, "Many
construction companies hire the

services of drone inventors...they
pay about a thousand dollars per
hour."

His father added that such
partnerships will "help solve

Ghana's technological problems as

well as learn a lot from them to

solve our (America's) problems too."

The Quality Education Academy

donated Android tablets and made a
financial contribution to celebrate

Accra High School's 100th
anniversary.
Grateful for the kind gesture, the

headmistress said, "We are happy to
have received them here, despite
the many schools in the city. We are

grateful for the donation."

She added that their visit was largely

due to the school's STEM facility,
and they are prepared to partner
after receiving approval from the

Ministry of Education.
The headmistress called for more
support from donor agencies,

private organizations, and the public

as they prepare to climax their

centenary celebrations in November

this year.

Barry Maurice Nii Ayitey Cheetham,

a Ghanaian-American, who is the
Director of the Arts Cares
foundation, affirmed the
headmistress's earlier statement
about why they chose the school,
stating, "It was because of their
STEM facility and their
transparency and academic track
record."

He added that the African
American visitors aimed to
connect with their roots and
establish an emotional
connection with their colleagues
in Ghana. The event concluded
with a display of talents and
drama by the creative arts club of
Accra Senior High School. Accra
Senior High School was founded
with only eight students on
August 17, 1923, at a suburb in
Adabraka known as Ayalolo.

The school relocated to its
current location in the 1960s and
now boasts of 2,409 students and
168 staff members.Their
centenary celebrations will begin
on August 17 and conclude on
November 18 this year.
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Public Forum on China's

Global Civilization in Action

was successfully held in Accra
on Wednesday, July 19, 2023, by the
Africa-China Centre for Policy and
Advisory (ACCPA), a Sino-African
research and policy think tank and
advisory firm, in partnership with the
Confucius Institute at the University of

nywhere between 691 million

and 783 million people across

the globe faced hunger in 2022,
according to this year's State of Food
Security and Nutrition in the World
report published by five specialized
agencies of the UN on Wednesday, July
12.
As per the report, even with the mid-
range figure of 735 million, around
“122 million more people faced hunger
in 2022 than in 2019, before the
pandemic,” despite the fact that
“hunger is no longer on the rise at the
global level.”
The report was prepared by the Food
and Agriculture Organization (FAO) of
the UN, along with the International
Fund for Agricultural Development
(IFAD), United Nations Children Fund
(UNICEF), World Health Organization
(WHO), and World Food Programme
(WFP).
The report records that 9.2% of the
world's population faced chronic
hunger in 2022, compared to 7.9% in
2019. The figure is slightly better than
2021 when it stood at 9.3%.

Sustainable Development Goals will be

missed
The report claims that if drastic
measures are not taken and the current

Ghana.

The Confucius Institute (Cl) at the
University of Ghana is a non-profit
educational institution with the
stated mission of promoting the
teaching of Chinese and facilitating
cultural exchanges between China
and Ghana. The forum's central
theme was China's new proposal

level of hunger and the pace of its
reduction remain static, it is likely that
the UN's Sustainable Development Goal
(SDG) of ending hunger in the world by
2030 will be missed.

Multiple SDG goals were established by
the UN in 2015, each having different
but related sub-goals or targets. For
example, elimination of hunger, Goal 2,
also talks about nutrition, food security
and food production, among other
issues. According to the projections
made in the report, it is estimated that
at the current rates, there will be at least
600 million hungry people in 2030.
Crucially, the report makes the claim
that while the global fight to end hunger
faced a crisis due to the outbreak of
COVID-19 and the ongoing war in
Ukraine, the world was anyway way off
course to achieve the SDG 2 targets.
While these events may have increased
the number of total hungry people, an
estimated 500 million people would still
have been be hungry by 2030 even
otherwise.

The report underlines that the major
drivers of food insecurity, malnutrition
and hunger are conflicts, climate
extremes, economic slowdowns, and
growing inequality, and there is little
likelihood of any of these issues being
fully resolved in the near future. On the

called the Global Civilization
Initiative, which outlines key
pillars on how we can build a
harmonious and peaceful world
without antagonism and
confrontations, as we have seen
in recent times.

The need for cooperation, unity,
and communication is greater
than ever as nations around the
world grapple with similar
issues as they work to find
peace and progress and explore
modernization.

The forum brought together
some 200 participants and key
policy experts from both the
public and private sectors, as
well as Africa-China experts,
who discussed and shared
perspectives on China's Global
Civilization Initiative and how
that could be leveraged to build
peace, stability, and prosperity
in our world today.

other hand, the report notes that
recent conflicts and price rise have
tempered the “encouraging signs of
economic recovery from the
pandemic and projections of a
decline in poverty and hunger” that
were recorded earlier.

Food insecurity on the rise
everywhere except Latin America
Chronic undernourishment is
defined as hunger, whereas the
individual's inability to obtain food
is termed food insecurity. There are
different levels of food insecurity
related to how often and for what
duration an individual is unable to
obtain food.

As per the report, progress was
made in reducing hunger in most
parts of Asia and Latin America.
However, West Asia, the Caribbean,
and Africa continued to see a rise in
hunger. It estimated that around
20% of Africa's total population
faces hunger, followed by 8.5% in
Asia, 6.5% in Latin America and the
Caribbean, and 7% in Oceania.

In terms of food security and access
to safe, nutritious, and sufficient
food for all, the situation is even
worse. Around 29.6% of the world's

The forum opened with insightful
keynote speeches delivered by
H.E. Ambassador Anani
Demuyakor, Former Ghana's
Ambassador to China, Danzhu
Lou, the Director of Political
Affairs at the Chinese Embassy in
Ghana; Prof. Gabriel Nii Noi
Dowuona, Professor at the
University of Ghana, and
Professor Jimin Wang, the
Chinese Director at the Confucius
Institute of the University of
Ghana.

The keynote speeches stressed
the relevance of respecting the
diversity of civilizations and
sticking to dialogue instead of
confrontation as we seek to build
a safe, equitable, and peaceful
world.

The panel discussion that
followed also re-echoed some of
the key tenets in the GCl proposal
and, more specifically, how that
can be applicable in the context

of Ghana and Africa at large.
Speaking on the sidelines of the
Forum, Paul Frimpong, the
Executive Director of the ACCPA,
expressed satisfaction with the
level of enthusiasm of
participants in gaining an
understanding of the key pillars
of China's Global Civilization
Initiative proposal.
According to him, "it's evident
that our world today requires
new ways of thinking when it
comes to building sustainable
peace and stability. China's GCl is
a sincere appeal to the entire
world for extensive inter-
civilizational communication,
which is extremely beneficial,
practical, and long-lasting."
Professor Jimin Wang of CIUG
equally shared similar sentiments
on how cultural tolerance could
become a key cornerstone for
creating sustainable peace in the
world.

Hunger Remains Far Ahove
ndemic Levels, clalms FAO

e
e e

(Photo: FAO/Mazen Haffar) Asia and Africa continue to be the hotspots for global
hunger while Latin American countries were able to reduce hunger significantly.
Developed countries in North America and Europe also witnessed a slight rise in

food insecurity in 2022

total population, or around 2.4

billion people, were moderately or

severely food insecure in 2022, a

whopping 391 million more than in

2019.

The report also notes that more
than 3.1 billion people across the
globe, or around 42% of world's
population, have no capacity to
access a healthy diet.

Africa, North America, and Europe

recorded a slight increase in the

number of food insecure people in

2022, while Asian countries
recorded a slight improvement.
Latin America showed significant

improvement in addressing food
security in the same period,
indicating that the kind of policy
adopted by individual states and
supported by the international
community can bring drastic
positive results.

As Alvaro Lario, head of the IFAD,
said, “A world without hunger is
possible. What we are missing is
the investment and political will
to implement solutions at scale.
We can eradicate hunger if we
make it a global priority.”


https://www.fao.org/documents/card/en/c/cc3017en
https://www.fao.org/3/cc3017en/online/state-food-security-and-nutrition-2023/executive-summary.html
https://sdgs.un.org/goals
https://www.fao.org/newsroom/detail/122-million-more-people-pushed-into-hunger-since-2019-due-to-multiple-crises--reveals-un-report/en
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By Natalia Marques

n July 11, the Cuban Ministry

of Foreign Affairs issued a

statement condemning the
presence of a United States nuclear-
powered submarine near the Cuban
territory of Guantanamo Bay, that the
United States has occupied for 125
years. According to Cuban authorities,
the submarine arrived at the base on
July 5 and stayed until July 8.
“The presence of a nuclear submarine
there at this moment makes it
imperative to wonder what is the
military reason behind this action in
this peaceful region of the world; what
target is it aiming at and what is the
strategic purpose it pursues,” wrote
the Ministry in a statement.
The US State Department, in response,
said it does not “discuss the
movements of US military assets,”
according to an AP News article. But a
US Defense official claimed that the
operation was merely a logistical stop.
But for the Cuban people, the outrage
of this incident goes beyond the
nuclear submarine siting. The ongoing
occupation of a portion of Cuban
territory in the form of the
Guantanamo Bay Naval Base is an
outrage in itself. “The US military base,
as is known, has occupied that 117
square kilometers territory for 121
years against the will of the Cuban
people,” wrote the Ministry. “It stands
as a colonial remnant of the
illegitimate military occupation of our
country that started in 1898, after the
expansionist intervention during the
independence war waged by Cubans
against the Spanish colonial power.”
Guantanamo: “a colonial remnant”
Peoples Dispatch spoke to lvan Ernesto
Barreto, from the from the Cuban
Institute of Friendship with the People
(ICAP), who served in the Cuban
military as part of the Brigada de la
Frontera (Brigade of the Border),
tasked with guarding the border
between the Guantanamo Bay US base
and the rest of Cuba.
“It is a very sensitive territory for us, in
terms of security, not only because is
the only military base that has in front
a foreign regular army, which is by the
way, the one with the highest record of
interventions in the world and the one

that since even before the triumph of
the Cuban Revolution has done
everything in order to undermine our
emancipation process,” said Barreto.
“There have been several murders of

Cubans [at Guantanamo] and
provocations [by the US] in order to
escalate a conflict that leads to a
[military] confrontation and a perfect
pretext for a major scale intervention.”
Guantanamo Bay was originally
invaded and occupied by Spain in the
15th century. The US government has
maintained the occupation of
Guantanamo since the Spanish-
American War of 1898. Before the
triumph of the revolution, the nearby
town of Caimanera, much like Havana,
was a former hotspot for sexual
exploitation in the form of prostitution,
tailored to serve US soldiers.

Since the Cuban revolutionaries
triumphed in 1959 and took power, the
Cuban state has demanded the return
of the occupied territory to Cuba.
Foreign torture camp on sovereign
territory

In 2002, in the wake of the US invasion
of Iraq and the so-called “War on
Terror,” Guantanamo became more
than a military base: it opened a
torture camp in the form of the
Guantanamo Bay detention center.
Since then, those accused of or under
suspicion of committing terroristic acts
by US authorities are herded to the
prison, some without any charges
against them. Prisoners' ages range
from as young as 13 to as old as 75.
The torture methods used by US
authorities at Guantanamo are
infamous, and include sexual abuse,
racist humiliation (in the form of
desecrating prisoners' copies of the
Quran, for example), waterboarding,
and sleep deprivation.

One current inmate, Abu Zubaydah,
who is not charged with any crime,
describes in detail how guards kept him
awake for weeks, “Following the period
chained to the bed, they sat me on a
plastic chair totally naked and chained
me very tight... sometimes they would
leave me for days on the chair. | was
deprived of sleep for a long period. |
don't know how long, maybe two or
three weeks or more. It felt like an
eternity to the point that | found myself
falling asleep despite the water being
thrown at me by the guard who
constantly shook me to keep me
awake. | couldn't sleep even for a
second.”

Cuban officials have condemned the
crimes against humanity, but have
demands beyond closing the torture
camp. Cubans call for the return of the
Guantanamo Bay territory to Cuba and
an end to the US blockade against the

island nation. “The re-establishment of
diplomatic relations is the start of a
process of normalizing bilateral
relations,” said Raul Castro when he was
president in 2015. “But this will not be
possible while the blockade still exists,
while they don't give back the territory
illegally occupied by the Guantdnamo
naval base.”

Guantanamo's martyrs

Members of the Brigada de la Frontera
have been killed on the frontlines
defending Cuba from a foreign occupying
power. This is despite the US suffering
zero provocations from the Cuban side.
“This US military base is the safest the
American army has,” says Barreto.
“Because this territory is being [guarded]
by their regular army, and also by our
Brigade. They know we are not going to
risk our security.”

In 1966, 22-year-old Cuban soldier Luis
Ramirez Lopez of the Frontier Brigade
was shot in the back by US forces at
Guantanamo. Another Cuban Frontier

Brigade soldier, Ramdn Lépez Pefia was

only 18 when he was shot dead by
US soldiers. Rodolfo Rosell, a
fisherman in the 26 of July
Cooperative in Guantanamo Bay,
was savagely tortured and then
killed in 1962 at age 29. Cuban
authorities maintain that this
killing was carried out by US forces
stationed at Guantanamo, and
also attribute the killing of Cuban
worker Ruben Lopez Sabariego to
the US soldiers in Guantanamo, a
death that left nine children
orphaned. Sabariego was also
tortured before he was killed.
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Eunomia Pefia Pérez, mother of
Ramén Lépez Peiia, told Prensa
Latina soon after her son was
killed, “l, as a Cuban mother who
has lost a son murdered by the
Yankees, ask the other mothers to
continue the struggle, not to lose
heart, that in the face of such
pain the enemy does not see any
tears, but that we take the place
of our fallen son, and if it is
necessary to give our lives to
defend the Revolution, we will
give them, Homeland or Death.”

USS1m, €300k, Several Millions 0f Cedis Stolen From
Cecilia Dapaah's Home At Abelemkpe - Gourt Told

wo house helps, 18-year-old

Patience Botwe and 30-year-

old Sarah Agyei, are
currently facing charges before an
Accra Circuit Court for their alleged
involvement in the theft of
significant sums of money and
personal belongings belonging to
Cecilia Abena Dapaah, Minister for
Sanitation and Water Resources
and her husband, Daniel Osei
Kuffour. According to a report by
The Chronicle, the thefts, which
amount to millions of Ghana Cedis,
reportedly took place at the
couple's residence in Abelemkpe, a
suburb of Accra, between July and
October 2022. The accused,
Patience and Sarah, are facing one
count of conspiracy to commit a
crime and five counts of stealing,
involving amounts of US$1 million,
€300,000, and millions of Ghana
Cedis. During the same period, the
pair allegedly stole personal effects
from Madam Cecilia Abena
Dapaabh, including assorted clothes
valued at GH¢95,000, handbags,

perfumes, and jewelry valued at
US$95,000. Further accusations
involve Patience acting alone to steal
six pieces of Kente cloth worth
GH¢90,000 and six sets of men's
suits valued at US$3,000, which
belonged to the minister's husband.
The court also charged three
additional individuals in connection
with the thefts.

Benjamin, a 29-year-old plumber, has
been accused of dishonestly
receiving GH¢180,000, while Kweku
Botwe, a 65-year-old trader, faces
charges for dishonestly receiving
GH¢50,000. Additionally, Malik
Dauda, a 23-year-old unemployed
individual, is alleged to have
dishonestly received GH¢1 million.
All five accused individuals appeared
before an Accra Circuit Court
presided over by Judge Susana Ekuful
on Thursday, July 20, 2023. However,
their pleas have not yet been taken.
Of the accused, Sarah has been
granted bail in the sum of GH¢1
million, with two sureties required to
deposit their Ghana cards with the
court's registrar. It was clarified that
the bail conditions are subject to
review by the substantive judge as
Judge Susana Ekuful was serving as a
relief judge at the time. In her
briefing, Judge Susana Ekuful
revealed that Patience, along with
her alleged boyfriends and father,
has been remanded into lawful
custody. However, Sarah was granted

bail due to being a breastfeeding
mother. According to the
prosecution, Patience, also
known as Maabena, previously
worked as a house help for the
complainants, Daniel Osei Kuffour
and his wife, Cecilia Abena
Dapaah. Sarah, too, was a former
house help for the couple. The
alleged thefts came to light in
June of the current year when the
complainants reported the
incidents to the police after
discovering missing cash and
personal belongings. Patience
was caught in the act, having
opened and entered the couple's
room using a duplicate key. She
was apprehended by Mr. Kuffour
upon his return home, having
noticed the room was unlocked
and hearing unusual noises from
inside. Further investigations
revealed the stolen items and the
money in possession of Patience
and her associates. The accused
allegedly used the stolen funds to
finance various properties and
purchases, including renting a 3-
bedroom apartment and a store
in Tamale, buying vehicles, and
funding other personal expenses.
The court has adjourned the case
to August 2, 2023, while
investigations continue.


https://cubaminrex.cu/en/cuba-rejects-presence-us-nuclear-submarine-guantanamo-bay-declaration-ministry-foreign-affairs-cuba
https://apnews.com/article/cuba-nuclearpowered-submarine-guantanamo-bay-9476917aa98dc4fa355a845f9e3b7627
https://mronline.org/2022/09/16/u-s-launched-251-military-interventions-since-1991-and-469-since-1798/
https://mronline.org/2022/09/16/u-s-launched-251-military-interventions-since-1991-and-469-since-1798/
http://www.cubadebate.cu/opinion/2004/08/08/unmasking-a-hypocrite-prostitution-now-and-then/
http://www.cubadebate.cu/opinion/2004/08/08/unmasking-a-hypocrite-prostitution-now-and-then/
https://web.archive.org/web/20130504171202/https:/www.nbcnews.com/id/6876549
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2015/jun/02/cia-sexual-abuse-torture-majid-khan-guantanamo-bay
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2005/6/4/pentagon-confirms-quran-desecration
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2022/jan/29/abu-zubaydah-cia-torture-waterboarding-guantanamo
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n July 18, nearly 79

million people in the

United States were
living in areas expected to
have dangerous levels of
heat—over one fourth of the
population. The South and
Southwest have been
particularly affected. Local
weather services are reporting
record heat due to a heatwave
that is sweeping the globe,
less than two weeks following
the hottest days on record and
concurrent with deadly floods
which have been sweeping
through the Northeastern part
of the country.
Human-made climate change
is the culprit as the emission
of heat-trapping gasses
continues to ramp up
temperatures worldwide. The
planet has warmed
approximately 2 degrees
Fahrenheit since the 19th
century, and as the planet
warms, extreme heat events
are becoming longer, more
frequent, and more intense.
And yet it is not those who run
the industries and command
the militaries which emit the
most heat-trapping gasses, or
those who drive the policies
that enable them, who bear
the brunt of the consequences
of climate change. It is, as
always, the working class who
suffers most.
A new state law in Texas, one
of the states most impacted
by this week's heat waves, will
eliminate mandatory water
breaks for construction
workers, effective September
1. According to Texas officials,
heat killed at least 13 people
last week in the state. “Texas
leads the nation in
construction worker fatalities,
particularly those in over-
exposure to heat,” Ryan
Pollock with IBEW Local Union
520, a labor union
representing electrical
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UPS Teamsters fight for heat protections (Photo: Teamsters). As record-breaking temperatures sweep the nation due to climate
change, workers are forced to make the country run in the heat

workers in Austin, Texas,
told NewsNation. Workers in
Texas report having their
pay docked for taking water
breaks.

According to a Public Citizen
report, heat can kill up to
2,000 workers each year and
cause 170,000 heat-related
injuries—making it a leading
cause of deaths on the job.
Amid the sweltering heat,
UPS delivery drivers are
working another summer
without air conditioning in
their trucks. Last summer,
after working a shift in Los
Angeles with temperatures
in the high 90s, UPS driver
Esteban Chavez Jr. collapsed
and died a day after turning
24. UPS does not outfit their
trucks with air conditioning,
unlike fellow delivery giants
Fedex and DHL. And yet the
company makes sure to
install surveillance cameras
into each of the vehicles to

keep tabs on their workers.
UPS workers have been
fighting hard for air-
conditioned trucks, and
leaders in their union, the
International Brotherhood of
Teamsters, just successfully
won this demand in contract
negotiations. However,
negotiations have stalled
following an abysmal proposal
by UPS negotiators regarding
fair pay, and 350,000 UPS
workers might go on strike on
August 1.

New York's Teamsters Local
804, which organizes UPS
workers, is canvassing to help
pass the Temperature Extreme
Mitigation Program (TEMP)
Act, which would “require New
York employers to protect
truck drivers as well as
construction, agriculture,
landscaping and food service
workers in extreme
temperatures—including
providing them with drinking
water, rest breaks, air-

conditioning and shaded rest
areas during heat waves,”
writes The City.

The death of United States
Postal Service (USPS) worker
Eugene Gates Jr., who
collapsed while delivering
mail in June, shed light on
the USPS's practice of
disciplining workers for what
they call “stationary events.”
Gates Jr. collapsed in a
customer's yard as
temperatures reached
almost 115 degrees
Fahrenheit in Texas. A month
prior to his death, Gates Jr.
had been disciplined for a
“stationary event” which is
when a mail deliverer's
scanner registered the work
as not moving for a few
minutes. “Stationary events”
often occur when workers
need to pause for a brief
break in the extreme heat.
Management harrasses
workers for these supposed
infractions, writing messages

such as “BEAT THE
HEAT!!! NO STATIONARY
EVENTS; KEEP IT
MOVING!”

In Liberation News,
socialist activist Walter
Smolarek envisions what
a socialist response to
extreme heat might look
like. “On days when
temperatures are simply
too high to safely work
outside, outdoor workers
would be given the day
off with no loss of
income,” he writes.
“Outside of extreme heat
waves, a socialist
government would work
with unions to develop a
comprehensive set of
measures to dramatically
improve safety. This
would include cooling
stations at workplaces,
more legally-mandated
breaks, and shorter
working hours.”


https://twitter.com/NWSPhoenix/status/1681285649092202496?s=20
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/07/06/climate/climate-change-record-heat.html
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/flash-floods-northeast-heat-warnings-us_n_64b4829fe4b093f07caf6b61
https://www.nytimes.com/live/2023/07/18/world/heat-wave-us-europe-weather/heres-what-to-know-about-the-heat-around-the-world?smid=url-share
https://www.nytimes.com/live/2023/07/18/world/heat-wave-us-europe-weather/heres-what-to-know-about-the-heat-around-the-world?smid=url-share
https://www.nytimes.com/live/2023/07/18/world/heat-wave-us-europe-weather/heres-what-to-know-about-the-heat-around-the-world?smid=url-share
https://www.vox.com/22429551/climate-change-crisis-exxonmobil-harvard-study
https://www.motherjones.com/environment/2022/10/pentagon-climate-change-neta-crawford-book/
https://yaleclimateconnections.org/2020/01/fossil-fuel-political-giving-outdistances-renewables-13-to-one/
https://kdhnews.com/news/local/we-are-dying-houston-workers-protest-new-state-law-removing-water-break-requirements/article_00fc609a-2426-11ee-96bb-7b6dc65b5a4d.html
https://fox59.com/news/national-world/texas-death-star-law-will-eliminate-mandatory-water-breaks-for-construction-workers/
https://fox59.com/news/national-world/texas-death-star-law-will-eliminate-mandatory-water-breaks-for-construction-workers/
https://www.newsnationnow.com/us-news/southwest/texas-death-star-bill/
https://kdhnews.com/news/local/we-are-dying-houston-workers-protest-new-state-law-removing-water-break-requirements/article_00fc609a-2426-11ee-96bb-7b6dc65b5a4d.html
https://www.citizen.org/news/without-protections-excessive-workplace-heat-will-injure-and-kill-thousands/
https://www.citizen.org/news/without-protections-excessive-workplace-heat-will-injure-and-kill-thousands/
https://abc7news.com/california-ups-driver-dies-signs-of-heatstroke-esteban-chavez-heat-related-deaths/12023790/
https://abc7news.com/california-ups-driver-dies-signs-of-heatstroke-esteban-chavez-heat-related-deaths/12023790/
https://peoplesdispatch.org/2023/06/28/strike-imminent-teamsters-leaders-say-as-they-walk-out-of-negotiations-with-ups/
https://peoplesdispatch.org/2023/06/28/strike-imminent-teamsters-leaders-say-as-they-walk-out-of-negotiations-with-ups/
https://jacobin.com/2023/07/workers-organizing-climate-protection-heat-wildfire-smoke-working-conditions
https://www.thecity.nyc/2023/2/10/23593615/extreme-heat-ups-drivers-bill
https://jacobin.com/2023/07/workers-organizing-climate-protection-heat-wildfire-smoke-working-conditions
https://www.liberationnews.org/three-things-a-socialist-government-would-be-doing-right-now-to-tackle-the-heat-wave/

	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8

