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Minority Wants NPP Bigwigs Arrested By OSP

GALAMSEY MAFIAGALAMSEY MAFIAGALAMSEY MAFIA

Rashid Pelpuo, Ranking Member on Lands and Forestry Committee

he Minority in Parliament Tyesterday called on the 
government and the Office 

of the Special Prosecutor (OSP) to 
arrest government appointees and 
party officials who were cited in 
the Inter-Ministerial Committee on 
Illegal Mining (IMCIM) report.

This call by the minority is on the 
back of the recent invitation and 
subsequent arrest of the former 
chairman and author of the IMCIM 
report, Professor Kwabena 
Frimpong-Boateng by the Office of 
the Special Prosecutor (OSP).

In a statement read by the Ranking 
Member on Lands and Forestry 
Committee, Rashid Pelpuo, the 
Minority emphasized that the 
government's commitment to 
tackling illegal mining otherwise 
known as 'galamsey' must extend 
beyond the arrest of Professor 
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everal months after the Ghana SStandards Authority in collaboration 
with the Criminal Investigation 

Department of the Ghana Police Service 
closed down a gas cylinder manufacturing 
plants in Accra and other areas for operating 
illegally it has now emerged the some others 
are operating with bravado.
This development is indeed worrying. 
Indeed, there are several of these gas plants 
littered across every nook and cranny of the 
country and the worry is the danger their 
operations pose to residents especially in 
residential areas apart from operating 
illegally. 
Over the years the country has recorded a 
huge number of domestic fires, which had 
claimed several lives and property and it is 
upon this basis that such illegal cylinder 
manufacturing companies need not be 
allowed to operate.
Often, these stations are closed down only to 
be seen a couple of days later, operating brisk 
business, a clear indication that something 
has gone amidst. 
There is therefore, the need for the state 
regulatory agencies to ensure that standards 
are adhered to and especially safety issues 
not compromised upon.
Again, the is the need for the regulators to 
ensure that those gas plants and filling 
stations that operate in residential areas and 
are sited close to, or sandwiched between 
houses are stopped from such dangerous 
operations.
Those that are operating illegally need to be 
closed down now.

CLOSE THEM DOWN!

NPP Footsoldiers Unhappy About 
Akufo-Addo's Performance, Says 
Kwabena Agyepong
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 Kwabena Frimpong-Boateng and 

include the key members of the 

government and New Patriotic 

Party (NPP) officials implicated in 

the IMCIM report.

“If this government wants to 

demonstrate seriousness in the 

fight against this galamsey, it must 

go beyond the arrest of Prof 

Frimpong-Boateng. It should go 

wider by ensuring they arrest 

government and Jubilee 

appointees at the heart of 

government which includes Mr 

Gabby Asare Otchere-Darko, the 

President's cousin, the Director of 

Operation at the Presidency, Lord 

Oblitey Commey, Albert Quarm 

who have all been cited by the 

committee,” they said.

According to the Minority, it is 

unthinkable that the government 

which is tasked to protect the state 

resources turns out to be the key 

sponsor in the destruction of the 

resources in the country.

“It is our opinion with the public 

enquiry on the committee 

report and damaged forest 

reserves is necessary especially 

with the now widening 

destruction or our lands and 

rivers by 'galamsey' operators, 

it is unthinkable that the state 

with of all its reserves, lands, 

rivers, money, people are left 

to an elected government to 

manage, and it turns out that 

the government itself is a key 

sponsor of the destruction and 

misuse of these resources.

“Our cocoa farms are 

diminished, our people are 

drinking mercury polluted 

water, our rivers are dying, and 

our forest reserves are 

destroyed on daily bases,” he 

noted.

Background:

The former Chairman of the 

Inter-Ministerial Committee on 

Illegal Mining, Professor 

Kwabena Frimpong-Boateng, 

gave a detailed account of his 

recent arrest by the Office of the 

Special Prosecutor.

In an interview with 3news, the 

renowned surgeon provided a full 

account of his invitation to the 

OSP's office on May 15, 2023, 

which culminated in his arrest and 

subsequent bail.

"We waited at the lobby down 

there, and that was my first time in 

that building," he said.

"We arrived around 10 o'clock, 

waiting for my lawyer. When he 

came, we were taken upstairs to 

the 7th floor, where the office is, 

and then we were ushered into a 

room. I was given a chair, and 

opposite me was the Chief 

Investigator.

"On my right, there were my two 

lawyers, and then some officers 

from that office.

"So, as soon as I sat down, the 

Chief Investigator came to me. I 

was sitting down, and then he put 

his left hand on my right shoulder 

and said, 'Professor, you are under 

arrest.'

"Why? He said they are 

investigating corruption and 

corruption-related activities of the 

IMCIM that I was chairman of. Any 

specific thing I had done? No, they 

are just doing their investigations, 

but all the same, I was under 

arrest," Prof. Frimpong-Boateng 

said.

According to him, he found the 

arrest "strange," considering 

preceding events, including some 

lawsuits brought against him.

Prof. Frimpong-Boateng further 

revealed that he was subjected to 

two hours of investigation at the 

OSP's office before being granted 

a GHC2 million bail.

"They did not even suggest self-

recognizance bail. I needed 

somebody to bail me. So, a friend 

of mine was down there, and he 

came up and bailed me, and so I 

left, and they went with my 

friend to his house."

He added that he is expected to 

report back to the OSP for further 

investigation.
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Ghana's Inflation For May 2023 Increases Marginally To 42.2%

he Ghana Statistical TService has announced 
that the year-on-year 

inflation for May 2023 has 

increased to 42.2%.
Government statistician, 
Professor Samuel Kobina 
Annim, at a press 

conference in Kumasi on 
Tuesday, June 13, 2023, 
noted that the increase 
was driven by the food 
and non-food category.
According to Prof Annim, 
three items out of the 13 
presented in the report by 
the GSS were the result of 
the spike. They were food 
and non-alcoholic 
beverages, housing, water, 
and electricity and gas, 
and transport.
He stated that the above 
contributed almost three 
quarters to the overall 
inflation with food and 
non-alcoholic beverages 
contributing more than 

50% to the rate of 
inflation that was 
recorded in May 2023.
"Specifically, food and 
non-alcoholic beverages 
contributed 52.4% to the 
overall inflation recorded 
in May 2023. This was 
distantly followed by 
housing , water, and 
electricity and gas that 
contributed 13.1% and 
closely followed by 
transport contributing 
9.2% to the overall 
inflation that was 
recorded in the month of 
May 2023," he said.
The division that 

contributed the lowest 
was insurance and 
financial service that 
contributed 0.1 to the 
overall contribution for 
May 2023.
The Consumer Price 
Inflation, the statistician 
said, measures changes in 
the price of a fixed basket 
of goods and services 
purchased by households.
The assumption is that the 
basket is purchased each 
month, hence capturing 
price changes each month.
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Iranian President Visits Latin American Countries 
In Attempt To Strengthen Multipolar World Order  

Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi (L) with President 
Nicolás Maduro. (Photo: Press TV/Twitter). Ebrahim 
Raisi is on a five-day state visit to Venezuela, Cuba and 
Nicaragua — Latin American countries that have been 
similarly affected by stringent US sanctions and 
hegemonic politics 

Moroccans Protest Israeli Speaker's Visit

Moroccan people protest against the Israeli speaker's visit 
on June 8, 2023. (Photo: Al Mayadeen). Protesters called on 
the Moroccan government to cut all ties with the apartheid 
state immediately. The Moroccan government normalized 
ties with Israel in 2020 as part of the Abraham Accords
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Why Ghana Should Consider Joining The BRICS 
Organization, Natogmah Issahaku Writes 

 By: Natogmah Issahaku 
 

Commemorating International Day Against Child Labour 
Let's Tackle Child Labour Head On, Says Afasi Komla  

 By Joseph Nana Yaw Cobbina
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'I'm Not On The Run' - Charles Bissue Reacts To OSP Declaring Him Wanted

Charles Bissue says he is not running from the OSP
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Russia, China Take Holistic View Of Pamirs, Hindu Kush

A trilateral foreign minister level meeting agreed to extend 
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor to Afghanistan, Islamabad, 
May 5, 2023. The Xi'an Declaration, issued after the First China-
Central Asia Summit at Xi'an on May 18-19, takes a direct hit at 
the West's interference in the region. It also contradicts the 
notion in Washington and Brussels that Russia and China's 
dominance on the Central Asian steppe is not sustainable

By M. K. Bhadrakumar 
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n Wednesday, May 31, OChina strongly rejected 

the US version of an 

incident involving planes from 

the two countries over the South 

China sea. The previous day, the 

US Indo-Pacific Command had 

released a video and announced 

that a Chinese military jet had 

made an “unnecessarily 

aggressive maneuver” near a US 

military aircraft. The incident, 

which supposedly took place on 

May 26, comes at a time of 

heightened tensions between the 

two nations.

According to the version 

presented by the US military 

command, a Chinese J-16 “flew 

directly in front of the nose” of a 

US RC-135 over the South China 

Sea, forcing the US plane to “fly 

through its wake turbulence.”

The US command insisted that 

the RC-135, which is a 

reconnaissance aircraft or more 

simply put a spy plane, was 

conducting “safe and routine 

operations” through 

international airspace in the 

South China Sea. The US released 

the video of the intercept but did 

not mention its exact location or 

distance from the Chinese coast.

It added that the US “will continue 

to fly, sail, and operate — safely and 

responsibly — wherever 

international law allows, and the US 

Indo-Pacific Joint Force will continue 

to fly in international airspace with 

due regard for the safety of all 

vessels and aircraft under 

international law.”

According to a statement released 

by the People's Liberation Army's 

Southern Theater Command on 

Wednesday, May 31, the RC-135 was 

found “intentionally intruding” into 

the PLA's training area while the PLA 

Navy's Flotilla 17 was conducting a 

routine exercise in the South China 

Sea. China also did not indicate the 

approximate location of the 

intercept.

According to a report by China's 

Global Times, Flotilla 17, an aircraft 

carrier, later passed through the 

Taiwan Straits on Saturday, 

according to defense officials of the 

government in Taiwan, indicating 

that the intercept had been much 

closer to mainland China than what 

the US indicated.

The report further stated that as per 

sources from the PLA as well as 

open-source intelligence, the RC-

135 was very likely flying less than 

50 km away from the city of Jieyang 

in the southern Chinese province of 

Guangdong.

While Chinese officials are yet to 

confirm the details of the location, 

the PLA Southern Theater 

Command has accused the US of 

sabotaging peace in the region with 

its statements over the incident.

“We sternly urge the US to restrict 

its frontal maritime and aerial 

forces' actions and strictly abide by 

related international laws and 

relevant agreements, so as to 

prevent maritime or aerial accidents 

from happening, or all 

consequences are for the US to 

bear,” said senior colonel Zhang 

Nandong, a spokesperson of the PLA 

Command.

Tuesday's statements by the US 

Indo-Pacific Command were 

followed by mainstream media 

reports that also claimed aggression 

by a Chinese fighter jet, but 

underplayed key details like the 

location of the intercept and the 

fact that the US aircraft in question 

was a spy plane. These were only 

briefly mentioned in reports, which 

failed to question why a US spy 

plane was in the South China Sea 

where the US has neither territory 

nor any territorial claims.

On the other hand, China, despite its 

territorial disputes with some of its 

neighbors in the South China Sea, 

holds several uncontested territories 

in the region. Over the past few 

years, the US military presence in the 

South China Sea, supposedly at the 

behest of its allies in the region, has 

only provoked the Chinese 

government and led to heightened 

tensions.

As per a report by the South China Sea 

Probing Initiative, in the year 2022, the US 

sent over a thousand sorties of large 

reconnaissance aircraft of various types to 

the South China Sea. The US' increasing 

military presence in the region has 

increased chances of military encounters 

with China.

Interestingly, parallels can be drawn 

between this incident and the paranoid 

reaction by the US over a Chinese high-

altitude weather balloon that was blown 

into US airspace earlier this year.
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The Tale Of A US Spy Plane Over The South China Sea

A screengrab from the video of a Chinese J-16 intercepting a US RC-135, 
released by the US Indo-Pacific Command. A US spy plane and a Chinese 
military jet had a close encounter over the South China Sea. While the US 
claimed the Chinese plane intercepted its reconnaissance aircraft 
“unprofessionally,” China demanded that the US “restrict its frontal maritime 
and aerial forces' actions and strictly abide by related international laws and 
relevant agreements”

South America Is Back, And Venezuela Is Helping Lead The Way

n general terms, it can be said that Ithe recent summit of South 
American presidents in Brasilia, 

convened by President Lula Da Silva, was 
a practical reflection of the political-
electoral shift towards the progressive 
camp that recently undergone in the 
region. Although this change of 
geopolitical orbit has yet to guarantee 
its horizon of possibility in the medium 
term, it has already produced a first 
image in the Brazilian capital that signals 
a change in the times.
The meeting, on a symbolic level, also 
represents the official end to a cycle of 
fragmentation, bitter political dispute, 
and planned attempts to destroy the 
intergovernmental platforms that 
emerged, during the first years of the 
21st century, as a power alternative to 
the monopoly of US “Pan-Americanism”.

The result of this process was a 

considerable setback in the institutional 

dynamics of regional integration at the 

hands of the liberal-conservative power 

bloc that took over a significant amount 

of the governments in the last decade. 

Now, on top of that rubble, the leaders 

face the challenge of building a 

comeback to reposition the region on 

the geopolitical chessboard. This comes 

at a moment when the power struggle 

between declining and emerging powers 

is becoming more acute, and the South 

American continent finds itself in a 

moment of major definitions of its 

geostrategic destiny.
The timing of the diplomatic meeting 
that took place at the Itamaraty Palace is 
grim: the last UNASUR summit was held 
in 2014, which is to say, almost ten years 
passed for the South American leaders to 
meet again in the same space. Ten years, 
that is to say, in which international 
geopolitics has undergone changes in its 
rhythms, balances of power and 
economic integration schemes, changes 
in which the region has not played a 
representative role. Until yesterday?

The outcome of the meeting could call 

for optimism with reservations. A road 

map was defined with specific times to 

strengthen integration mechanisms and 

UNASUR. UNASUR was founded in 2008 

that enjoyed enormous prestige and 

influence during its first years. Now it 

returns to the stage as a platform to 

make the efforts for a unified region 

viable, with its own voice and allowing 

for the strengthening of its members 

through economic and financial 

complementarity, a pending matter that 

has been postponed for years.

Although the meeting has given the 

impression that South America has 

shaken off the image of irrelevance that 

weighed on it for years, the course of 

events continues to evolve along a trend 

of fragility, instability and disagreement 

of criteria. President Gustavo Petro, who 

announced Colombia's return to 

UNASUR at the summit, today faces the 

foreshadowing of a coup scenario after 

the breakup of his government 

coalition. The prognosis as to whether 

he will come out of this battle on his 

feet is still reserved.

Argentina, one of the key poles of the 

institution due to its economic and 

symbolic weight, faces a presidential 

electoral process at the end of this year, 

where an unfavorable result for 

Peronism could delay the progress of 

integration. On the other hand, the 

institutional crisis in Peru seems far 

from being resolved, and it does not 

seem that President Gabriel Boric and 

President Luis Lacalle Pou are going to 

commit themselves to a renewed push 

for integration, beyond the strictly 

institutional, in view of their statements 

against Venezuelan President Nicolás 

Maduro during the meeting.

The Venezuelan president participated 

in the summit and, as expected, was the 

center of attention. The president's 

presence reconfirmed that the 

questioning of his legitimacy as 

president is a thing of the past and that 

his reinsertion in the regional 

chessboard is a fait accompli. Due to 

the objective weight of Lula's 

leadership and the economic and 

geopolitical weight of Brazil, this new 

milestone of normalization of 

Maduro's presence in important 

international forums had a significant 

symbolic addition: he was received 

with honors in the same country that, 

until recently, during the government 

of Jair Bolsonaro, mobilized important 

political and diplomatic efforts to 

consolidate the isolation of the 

Venezuelan leader.

In this sense, the summit in Brasilia 

was a definitive milestone and the seal 

of a trajectory of decay of the 

narrative imposed on the alleged 

illegitimacy of his mandate won at the 

polls in 2018. If his participation in the 

CELAC summit in Mexico City in 2021 

was the first chapter of the recovery of 

his international recognition, the trip 

to Egypt for the COP27 at the end of 

last year would be the intermediate 

one, with the meeting in Brasilia being 

the scenario of the denouement of 

that narrative driven mainly by 

Washington.

The revitalization of regional 

integration through UNASUR must 

necessarily include Venezuela, due to 

its symbolic and economic weight and 

its political stability, which contrasts 

with other countries in the region.

As the trend of instability seems to be 

the norm in the southern part of the 

continent, the Brazil-Caracas-Bogotá-

La Paz axis, while waiting for the 

evolution of events in Colombia to be 

favorable to Petro and facing the 

uncertainty of Argentina, Ecuador, 

and Chile, seems to position itself as 

the core of mobilization of a renewed 

agenda to revive the decisive 

geopolitical role that South America is 

called to play.

William Serafino is a Venezuelan 

political scientist, analyst and 

researcher focused on geopolitics. He 

is a member of the Mision Verdad 

analysis team.

By William Serafino 
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