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NUCLEAR ENERGY NUCLEAR ENERGY NUCLEAR ENERGY 
62 Years Of Ghana's Failed Atomic Dream

Matthew Opoku Prempeh, Minister of Energy

ince Ghana gained Sindependence in 1957, the 
issue of further development 

and strengthening of Ghanaian 
statehood has arisen, which is 
impossible without building a 

strong economic system based on 
a developed industrial complex. 
The choice of which industry to 
develop was predetermined – the 
nature generously strewed the 
Ghanaian land with bauxite 

deposits – the raw materials for the 
production of aluminum. But for the 
industrial production and the 
development of the aluminium 
industry, a large amount of cheap 
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“It's Not My 
Signature” 
- Court Clerk 
Refutes Claim 
In Case of 
McDan v 
Yehans Int.

 High Court Clerk, Mr Atta AMensah who is a prosecution 
witness in the ongoing trial 

between MCDan vrs Yehans international 
has denied claims that he signed any 
document to tender as evidence in the 
ongoing land dispute between MCDan 
group and Yehans international Ltd.
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Andy McDonald

A parcel of land at Manet belonging to 

 Yehans international was sold to MCDan 

group in 2015, which rightful ownership 

was contested by Yehans international and 

was ruled in favor of the latter, Yehans 

international.

Appearing in court yesterday to testify as 

prosecution witness, Mr Atta Mensah said”  

My lord, this is not my signature”.

He also revealed that as at the time the 

documents was signed somewhere in 2017, 

he was not working with lands court 

anymore.

Lawyers of the plaintiffs in court requested 

Mr Atta Mensah to present three copies of 

his signature for forensic experts to 

examine.

The high court presided over by his lordship 

.... adjourned the case to 2nd May 2023 to 

allow the surveyors present their report.

Background

The Supreme Court on 24th October 2018 

ruled that the plaintiff (Yehans international 

Ltd) is declared the Lease and beneficial 

lease holder of the property No.5, section 

102, light industrial area Nungua, Accra.

2. Perpetual injunction against the 

defendants with the appurtenances in your 

area; therefore you are hereby commanded 

that you enter the same without delay you 

cause the said Yehans international limited 

to have possession on the said immovable 

property: and what manner you have 

executed this writ make appearance to this 

court immediately the execution and have 

there then the writ.

Execution and possession of the property 

took place in 2020.
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HANDS OFF OUR FORESTS! 
he continued degradation of the Tcountry's lands, forests and ecosystem 

is very worrying. 
This is in spite of warning from 
environmentalists about the dangers 
associated with continued deterioration of the 
country's natural reserve due to exploitation 
of natural resources.
Only recently, some group of professors 
renewed the warning to government about 
the exploitation of  the Atiwa forests of its 
bauxite.
The warning was as a result of the fact that 
most river bodies generate their source of 
water from the Atiwa Forest reserve.
That warning has not been heeded and there 
are clear indications that the Chinese 
engineers will soon enter the forest.
There are also some forests which are facing 
similar such threats.
The World Bank recently cautioned Ghana 
against the continuous wanton degradation of 
its land, forest and other natural resources 
warning that the country risked not achieving 
the Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 15, 
which is protecting the ecosystem to promote 
biodiversity.
It is the hope of this paper that somebody 
somewhere would see wisdom in taking steps 
to stop the land degradation and reverse the 
trend by embarking on reforestation to win 
back degraded lands and forests.
There is clearly the need, in the face of the 
facts presented, for the government to hands 
off the Atiwa forest and other natural 
resource.

“It's Not My Signature” 
- Court Clerk Refutes Claim 
In Case of McDan v Yehans Int.
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electricity was required. 

 The government went in two 

ways:

- the first was to construct 

hydropower stations (a well-

known Akosombo Dam project);

- the second was to develop 

ultra-modern at that time 

nuclear energy.
thThus, on February 28 , 1961, in 

Moscow, the USSR and the 

Republic of Ghana signed an 

intergovernmental “Agreement 

for Cooperation in Peaceful Uses 

of Atomic Energy”.

The agreement stipulated that 

the USSR would provide 

technical assistance to the 

Republic of Ghana in the 

construction of a nuclear 

research reactor, an isotope 

laboratory, a workshop and 

other auxiliary facilities in 

accordance with the project as 

well as the training of Ghanaian 

national personnel for the use of 

nuclear energy for peaceful 

purposes.

In order to implement it, the 

relevant Soviet organizations 

were obliged 

within 1962-1965:

- to carry out the design work, 

supply fuel elements to start up 

the reactor, equipment and 

instruments as well as materials 

not available in Ghana, required 

to construct an “IRT-2000” 

nuclear reactor (thermal power 

up to 2000 kW), 

and one hot cell;

- to send Soviet specialists to 

Ghana for rendering technical 

assistance 

in selecting construction site, 

gathering basic data for 

designing, constructing 

the abovementioned reactor, 

assembling, adjusting and 

putting into operation 

equipment, supplied from the 

USSR, as well as to train 

Ghanaian specialists 

and supervise the operation of 

the reactor within one year after 

its start up;

- to assist in the foundation of 

the isotope laboratory with a 

capacity of 300 Ci per year (for 

finished products), a mechanical 

workshop and auxiliary facilities, 

boiler and refrigeration units, an 

electrical substation, a radioactive 

waste disposal station and other 

facilities (a total of 23 facilities) by 

performing the designing work;

- to provide advisory and 

consulting assistance to Ghanaian 

research organizations in 

developing their programmes for 

research and experimental work in 

the field of peaceful uses of 

atomic energy;

- to provide technical assistance to 

Ghana in the establishment of a 

Nuclear Research Centre;

- to accept Ghanaian specialists on 

the peaceful use of nuclear energy 

for training (internship) in the 

USSR.
thOn October 27 , 1961, as a follow-

up to this Agreement, a contract 

was signed in Accra between the 

“Technopromexport” and the 

Ghanaian side, which provided for 

the obligations of the parties to 

supply equipment for the nuclear 

centre, a business trip to Ghana of 

Soviet specialists, and the 

admission of Ghanaian specialists 

for training to the Soviet relevant 

institutes.

The secondment of specialists and 

the supply of equipment had to be 

provided in time by agreement of 

the competent organizations of 

the parties.

The construction of the Nuclear 

Research Centre, as well as 

installation and commissioning 

works were carried out under the 

technical supervision of the Soviet 

specialists.

It is worth mentioning that, unlike 

the Akosombo Dam project, which 

actually pushed Ghana into the 

stranglehold of neocolonialism 

(Ghana's government was 

compelled, by contract, to pay for 

over 50% of the cost of 

Akosombo's construction, but the 

country was allowed only 20% of 

the power generated, the 

remaining 80% was generated for 

VALCO, owned by the American 

Kaiser Aluminum company) the 

Soviet Union did not pursue the 

goal of extracting super profits at 

the expense of the Ghanaian side. 

On the contrary, the cost of the 

works provided under the 

Agreement was defined on the 

terms of the Soviet-Ghana Trade 

Agreement, which granted “the 

most-favoured nation treatment 

in respect of all matters related to 

trade between the two countries”.  
thSo, on December 27 , 1965, a 

bilateral Protocol was signed in 

Moscow 

on the completion of the main 

supplies of equipment for the 

Nuclear Research Centre and on 

the fulfillment of the Contract's 

obligations by the Soviet side.

It is important to say, that during 

constructing nuclear centres in 

developing countries, the Soviet 

Union paid serious attention to 

protecting the environment and 

establishing reliable control over 

the radiation situation around 

them. That is why 

in April 1965 a radioactive fallout 

tracking station was 

commissioned in Ghana.

Soviet scientists assisted 

Ghanaian specialists and advised 

them during 

the construction, installation and 

commissioning of equipment, 

provided technical assistance 

during the construction of a 

radioactive fallout monitoring 

station, supervised compliance 

with the requirements of the 

Nuclear Research Centre project. 

In 1965, a prominent Soviet 

atomic scientist Mr. Daniil 

Simonenko came to Ghana 

to lecture at the Legon University 

for the local atomic researchers. 

By that time, all the parts of the 

fully functional reactor were 

transported 

to Accra ready to be assembled and 

launched. But unfortunately, the 

Ghanaian dream for a better future 

failed to come true. Due to 

overthrow of Kwame Nkrumah, the 

first President of independent 

Ghana, in 1966 the construction of 

the Nuclear Centre was frozen and 

postponed. 

Only after almost 11 years, in 1976, 

the Government of Ghana appealed 

to the USSR to complete the 

construction of the Centre. 

Considering that quite a long time 

has passed since the delivery of the 

reactor and the building of auxiliary 

facilities, the Ghana Atomic Energy 

Commission has raised the issue of 

upgrading the reactor with an 

increase in its capacity to 5000 kW. 

The Soviet leadership decided to 

conduct a full-fledged audit of the 

equipment, as well as the previously 

constructed buildings and premises, 

and to resume work on the finishing 

of the Ghana Nuclear Research 

Centre with a modernized research 

reactor in the second phase.

However, in 1979 due to 

accumulated social tension over the 

difficult economic situation in the 

country, which resulted in the series 

of military coups, 

and the subsequent reorientation of 

the new Ghanaian leadership to 

internal problems, the cooperation in 

the nuclear field was mothballed 

once again for a very long time.

Only in 2015, during the second 

session of the Ghana-Russia 

Permanent Joint Commission for 

Cooperation (PJCC) the two 

countries returned to this vital 

issue and struck another 

intergovernmental agreement on 

cooperation in the field 

of the use of atomic energy for 

peaceful purposes. The document 

stipulates the elaboration of the 

Project Development Agreement, 

which is aimed at the construction 

of a Nuclear Power Plant and the 

Centre for Nuclear Science and 

Technology in Ghana. Its 

realization was entrusted to the 

Joint Coordination Committee. 

In August 2022, a delegation of the 

Russian State Atomic Energy 

Corporation Rosatom came to 

Ghana with a working visit and 

made a presentation of an ultra-

modern nuclear technology no one 

else has at the world market: small 

modular reactors (SMRs) and 

floating nuclear power plants 

(FNPP). Both sides agreed to 

establish a Joint Working Group to 

coordinate and exchange 

information regarding Russian 

modern technological solutions 

that would perfectly fit  Ghana's 

strategic plans to move to cleaner 

energy.

Would Ghana use this chance to 

make its dream come true and 

obtain 

“the electricity independence” or 

not is entirely up to the 

Government. 

But as the history shows delays 

may be expensive. 
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Resistance To Pension Reform In France Intensifies

Trade unions and left groups in France 
have escalated protests against the 
unpopular pension reforms which 
were passed recently by the government

Indian Opposition Leader Rahul Gandhi Expelled From Parliament After Defamation Conviction
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n the early hours of Friday 24th IMarch 2023, the leadership of 

Faith based society ECKANKAR 

Ghana, paid a courtesy call on the 

Ga Manste, Nii Tackie Teiko Tsuru II, 

to officially invite him to the 2023 

edition of their Annual Seminar 

tagged ECK AFRICAN SOUL 

ADVENTURE SEMINAR.

The year's edition of the ECK 

AFRICAN SOUL ADVENTURE 

SEMINAR is scheduled to take place 

at the Temple of ECK Ghana at 

Okponglo East Legon, located next 

to the Erata Hotel from the 25th to 

27th of August 2023. 

Again, the seminar which will 

feature a lot of workshops for 

beginners, new members, and fellow 

ECKANKAR members is free and 

open to the general public.

The three-day Seminar on the theme 

“Your Life Is A Spiritual Adventure” 

seeks among other things, to offer 

spiritual empowerment, highlighting 

experience workshops, spiritual 

discussion, and other activities for 

greater spiritual growth.

In an interaction with the media, 

the President of ECKANKAR Ghana, 

Mr. Aspect Caiquo, said ECKANKAR 

represents the true path of spiritual 

freedom.

“We cannot do anything on Ga Land 

without informing the owners about 

our intentions. We are here today to 

inform His Royal Majesty what will 

be happening on his land. We have 

invited a lot of prominent spiritual 

speakers across the globe and we 

are expecting thousands of people 

within that week”, he announced.

He further mentioned that this 

seminar will throw more light on the 

teachings of ECKANKAR and help 

individuals discover their true 

spiritual purpose in life.

He noted that according to the 

teachings of ECKANKAR, “You are a 

soul. You are a child of God and your 

survival destiny is to become a Co-

worker with God to spread divine 

love to all those around you.

ECKANKAR has a living master who 

ensures the purity of the teachings. 

He acts as both an outer and an inner 

teacher.”

Mr. Aspect Caiquo also used the 

opportunity to present an undisclosed 

amount of cash to Ga Mantse as well 

as other items which included Water 

and Soft Drinks. 

In his words of appreciation, Nii Tackie 

Teiko Tsuru II commended the team 

for paying homage and officially 

inviting him to this year's ECK Seminar.

He assured the team of his full 

support during this year's seminar.

“We have heard about you, 

'ECKANKAR but we don't really know 

what you do; it is good that you have 

come officially to introduce yourself 

today. I urge that you get a convenient 

time to come over again to educate us 

more on what happens within your 

organization. You have my full support 

in your upcoming event. As you have 

invited me, I will come and support 

the event,” he said.

BACKGROUND

ECKANKAR is ancient wisdom for 

today. Its teachings, which resurfaced 

in 1965, emphasize the value of 

personal experiences as the most 

natural way back to God.

Whatever your religious background, 

they show how to look and listen 

within yourself to expand your 

consciousness and enjoy spiritual 

connectedness.

See for yourself—perhaps for the first 

time—how to live a happy, balanced, 

productive life and put daily concerns 

into loving perspective.

ECKANKAR has a few basic beliefs. 

Simple spiritual exercises are taught 

that lead to the experience of the 

Light and Sound of God.

As we practice the spiritual exercises, 

we learn to recognize the presence of 

the Holy Spirit in our lives.

We learn that each of us is Soul, a 

spark of God sent to this world to gain 

spiritual experience.

ECKANKAR studies dreams as a source 

of inner truth, learning how working 

with our dreams from a spiritual 

perspective can help us handle daily 

challenges and learn from them.

The Spiritual Leader of ECKANKAR is 

Harold Klemp, the Mahanta, the Living 

ECK Master.
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Eckankar President Pays Courtesy Call On Ga Mantse 
… Seeks Permission Ahead Of International Spiritual Workshop 

FHUC Officially Launches Family Health Medical School Endowment Fund
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Two Decades Of US Criminal Invasion In Iraq And Its Aftermath 
By Abdul Rahman 

(Photo: Technical Sergeant John L. Houghton, Jr., United States Air Force, 
Public domain, via Wikimedia Commons). Since the invasion of their country 
in 2003, Iraqis have not seen respite from its implications, with occupation, 
sectarian violence, fanaticism, and corrupt and inefficient 
governments—sustained by persistent imperialist interventions—marking the 
last two decades

Main Suspect In Coup Plot Against Akufo-Addo, Dr. Mac-Palm Is Dead

Dr. Mac- Palm was undergoing trial before his reported death



PAGE 9 The Insight  theinsightnewsonline.comTUESDAY 28TH MARCH, 2023     

Challenges Of A New African Ocean And Continent
By Owei Lakemfa

Picture credit: Google Earth/Forbes. Obviously there are 
advantages, such as landlocked Zambia, Uganda, Rwanda, 
Burundi, the Democratic Republic of Congo and Malawi having 
their own coastlines.
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MLGWUI SIGN MOU WITH DSIK TO TRAIN AND EMPOWER RETURNEES AND MIGRANTS
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