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Accuses Him Of Destroying Ghana's Economy  

ormer President John Dramani FMahama has fired salvoes at 
President Nana Akufo-Addo 

accusing him of destroying the stable 
and vibrant economy he (Mahama) 
bequeathed to him (Akufo-Addo). 
According to the former president he 
should have retired, but due to the 

current state of the country, he has 
been forced to rescind that decision.
He stated that he could not stand by 
and watch President Akufo-Addo 
destroy the country because the 
next generation of youth would have 
no place to live. The aspiring 
presidential candidate opined that 

Ghana needs a change delivered by an 
experienced leader and not an 
experiment like what the current 
leadership has delivered.
Mahama said, “I should have retired, 
but I wouldn't have been able to 
sleep. Ghana belongs to all of us. I 

President Nana Akufo-Addo Former President John Dramani Mahama

SMG Welcomes Proposed 
Establishment Of 
Mali-Burkina 
Faso Federation 
…Says Move Appropriate Against 
French Imperialist Interests 

he Socialist Movement of Ghana T(SMG) has welcomed a proposal 
for the formation of Mali-Burkina 

Faso federation brokered by the leaders 
of the two West African countries.
While endorsing the growing partnership 
between the States of Mali, Guinea, and 
Burkina Faso, the Socialist Movement of 
Ghana singled out for commendation 
the proposed idea of a federation 
between Mali and Burkina Faso. 
The statement issued on Tuesday March 
14 2023 signed by Nana Yaw Appiah-
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have children and grandchildren, and 

 if the current inept leadership is 

allowed to continue, it will destroy the 

future of the next generation.

"That is why I want to return and help 

Ghanaians overcome their current 

economic difficulties. I believe the NDC 

will win the general elections in 2024.”

John Dramani Mahama fired the salvoes 

during a campaign speech in the Bono 

Region where he also accused the NPP 

of being full of lies and deception.

According to the former president, after 

their lies and sweet promises, President 

Nana Akufo-Addo and his Vice failed to 

live up to their promises and meet the 

huge expectations of Ghanaians.

“Ghana is now a poor country. We are 

bankrupt and the government itself says 

we cannot pay our debts”, he added.

John Mahama is in the Bono Region 

meeting with his party, the National 

Democratic Congress (NDC) delegates to 

campaign for their votes during the 

presidential primaries slated for 13th 

May 2023.

He told delegates in the Jaman North 

constituency that despite a series of advice and 

caution, the government continued to engage in 

excessive borrowing, coupled with economic 

mismanagement, which has brought us to 

where we are, a bankrupt country.
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TACKLING NON 
COMMUNICABLE DISEASES 

ealth experts have now identified Non HCommunicable Diseases (NCD) such as 
diabetes, stroke, hypertension and 

cancer as the main cause of morbidity and 
mortality in our public and private hospitals 
now. 
Until recently, communicable diseases such as 
dysentery, typhoid fever, cholera among many 
others which are occasioned by untidy 
environment and lack of personal hygiene have 
been our bane.
Obviously, the growing cases of morbidity 
associated with NCDs are clear indications that 
these lifestyle diseases have become highly 
ingrained in our daily practices which need to 
be worked on.
It is regrettable that seeming improvement in 
general living conditions of some of the people 
considered part of the so-called growing 
Middle Class in the Ghanaian society has 
brought in its wake a deterioration of the 
health conditions of the majority of the people.  
It is even alarming especially as the health 
sector claims it concentrates higher percentage 
of its national budget to tackling diabetes and 
hypertension.
According to the Ghana Health Service records 
hypertension and diabetes, two preventable 
diseases attributable to lifestyle of the people 
are due to excessive drinking of alcohol, lack of 
exercises, and eating non-healthy diets.
This means that if the majority of the people 
could adopt healthy lifestyles such as 
exercising, drinking lots of water and eating 
well, there will be improvement in the health 
of the people and these NCDs could be 
reduced if not prevented.
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Kubi, for the General 

 Secretary said, “On 
February 23, 2023, at 

the end of a joint council 
of governments meeting 
held in Ouagadougou 
between the Burkinabe 
Prime Minister, 
Apollinaire Joachimson 
Kyelem de Tambèla, and 
the Malian Prime 
Minister, Choguel Kokalla 
Maïga, both countries 
agreed to commence 
efforts for the formation 
of a federation between 
the two states.”
The move comes at a 
time when both countries 
have expelled French 
military forces as part of 
efforts to confront their 
challenges without 
foreign intrusion.
According to the two 
leaders, the move was 
necessitated by the 
shared historical, 
political, and socio-
economic reality of both 
countries. Both countries 
had political 
independence in 1960 
but like all postcolonial 
states in Africa they have 
been caught in the web 
of neocolonialism and 
imperialism. 
“Although both countries 
are endowed with 
enormous natural 
resources, their citizens 
live in poverty and 
misery. Their resources 
are exploited to serve 
mainly French imperial 
interest. In uniting their 
efforts, they aim to 
overcome their common 
problems and improve 
their economic 

potential”, the statement 
noted. 
The SMG also traced the 
historical antecedents to 
such a move saying, the 
“SMG recognizes that 
historically there have 
been many efforts by 
progressive national 
liberation leaders within 
the region such as Modibo 
Keita, Osagyefo Kwame 
Nkrumah, and Ahmed 
Sekou Toure, who have 
resisted the balkanization 
of the African continent 
and pushed for a human-
centered and an all-African 
approach to planning, 
production, and 
distribution of our 
resources and in solving 
African problems”. 
“These efforts have been 
thwarted by Western 
imperial powers and their 
internal lackeys since they 
stand to lose in a united 
Africa development 
program. This recent 
development provides all 
progressive forces and Pan 
Africanists renewed hope 
for the possible future of a 
United Africa. Mali and 
Burkina Faso have been 
plagued by attacks from 
jihadists' insurgencies”.
“The deteriorating 
situation within the Sahel 
region has been 
occasioned mainly by the 
inability of successive post 
independent governments 
to resolve the material 
needs of the people and 
the consequent decline of 
control by these 
dysfunctional neocolonial 
governments in protecting 
civilians in their 
fragmented territories”, 
the statement further 
added.

This is the full text of the 

SMG statement; 

STATEMENT ON THE 

PROPOSED FEDERATION 

OF BURKINA FASO AND 

MALI

The Socialist Movement of 

Ghana (SMG) welcomes 

and endorses the growing 

partnership between the 

States of Mali, Guinea, and 

Burkina Faso. We 

particularly commend the 

proposed idea of a 

federation between Mali 

and Burkina Faso. 

On February 23, 2023, at 

the end of a joint council 

of governments meeting 

held in Ouagadougou 

between the Burkinabe 

Prime Minister, Apollinaire 

Joachimson Kyelem de 

Tambèla, and the Malian 

Prime Minister, Choguel 

Kokalla Maïga, both 

countries agreed to 

commence efforts for the 

formation of a federation 

between the two states. 

Both countries have 

expelled French military 

forces as part of efforts to 

confront their challenges 

without foreign intrusion.

According to the two 

leaders, this move was 

necessitated by the shared 

historical, political, and 

socio-economic reality of 

both countries. Both 

countries had political 

independence in 1960 but 

like all postcolonial states 

in Africa they have been 

caught in the web of 

neocolonialism and 

imperialism. 

Although both countries 

are endowed with 

enormous natural resources, 

their citizens live in poverty 

and misery. Their resources 

are exploited to serve mainly 

French imperial interest. In 

uniting their efforts, they aim 

to overcome their common 

problems and improve their 

economic potential. 

The SMG recognizes that 

historically there have been 

many efforts by progressive 

national liberation leaders 

within the region such as 

Modibo Keita, Osagyefo 

Kwame Nkrumah, and 

Ahmed Sekou Toure, who 

have resisted the 

balkanization of the African 

continent and pushed for a 

human-centered and an all-

African approach to planning, 

production, and distribution 

of our resources and in 

solving African problems. 
These efforts have been 
thwarted by Western 
imperial powers and their 
internal lackeys since they 
stand to lose in a united 
Africa development program. 
This recent development 
provides all progressive 
forces and Pan Africanists 
renewed hope for the 
possible future of a United 
Africa. Mali and Burkina Faso 
have been plagued by attacks 
from jihadists insurgencies.
The deteriorating situation 
within the Sahel region has 
been occasioned mainly by 
the inability of successive 
post independent 
governments to resolve the 
material needs of the people 
and the consequent decline 
of control by these 
dysfunctional neocolonial 

governments in protecting 
civilians in their fragmented 
territories. 
This crisis has led to the 
displacement of thousands 
of people and its ripple 
effect has been felt by 
almost every West African 
state. This has created huge 
migration crises as many 
Burkinabe run to Ghana 
and other so-called 
relatively stable countries. 
Currently, many 
communities in Northern 
Ghana are living in extreme 
fear of possible attacks by 
Islamic jihadists. 
We commend the effort of 
these two countries for 
conceiving the solution to 
their challenges within the 
Pan African context and 
beyond their national 
boundaries.
As Nkrumah noted: “Unless 
Africa is politically united 
under an All-African Union 
Government, there can be 
no solution to our political 
and economic problems.”
Based on this conviction, 
we salute the actions of 
these two states for the 
thought and practice 
towards the formation of a 
federation. We hope that 
this unity project will 
promote the needs and 
aspirations of the masses 
and working people in both 
countries. 
Africa must be free and 
United under the banner of 
scientific socialism!
Signed
Nana Yaw Appiah-Kubi
for General Secretary.
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Leftist Parties Intensify Campaign To Maintain Swiss Neutrality

Leftists campaign for cantonal elections. (Photo: via 
Communist Party of Switzerland). The Communist Party 
and the Swiss Party of Labor (PST-POP) have made 
neutrality a key plank of their campaign in the upcoming 
elections. The political leadership of the country is being 
accused of compromising the policy of neutrality under 
the influence of NATO and EU 

NUMSA Marches To US Embassy In Pretoria To Demand Freedom For Mumia Abu-Jamal

(Members of the National Union of Metalworkers 

of South Africa march to the US Embassy in 

Pretoria to demand freedom for US political 

prisoner Mumia Abu-Jamal. (Photo: NUMSA). The 

protest is part of a global campaign for Mumia 

Abu-Jamal's release. He is days away from a 

court ruling to decide if he will be granted a new 

trial after the discovery of previously withheld 

evidence
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he Alliance of Drivers has Traised concerns about 
government's re-

introduction of road tolls.
This comes on the back of 
proposed road toll rates for the 
re-introduction of road tolls this 
year. Referring to a press 
conference they had in the past 
at Kasoa, in a statement issued 
on Tuesday, 14 March 2023, 
requesting that government 
scraps road tolls, the Alliance of 
Drivers, highlighted some of the 
key issues touched on, for 
suggesting scrapping of the road 
tolls, including the “dust and 
dirt on the roads, unnecessary 
congestion and traffic, high cost 
of fuel as a result of delay in 
traffic among others.”
According to the group, the 

belief has been that the issues 
raised during their press 
conference also “influenced” 
government's decision to scrap 
road tolls and “it has been better 
since.”
The group is therefore 
questioning the “sudden 
reintroduction of road tolls and a 
marginal increase in the fares 
[tolls] as well.”
The group wants government to 
explain to its members “the 
reason for this sudden diversion 
as the recent economic hardship 
is not even favourable for paying 
road toll.”
It noted that if government fails 
to heed its call to scrap road 
tolls, it will urge its members to 
halt operations.
“If the above suggestions are not 
adhered to by the government, 
we will urge all drivers and 
transport operators to put on 
hold all transport business.
“We believe it can be done and 
be done well if proper 
consultation is done on these 
key, decisions as the negative 

impact it's having on the 
ordinary Ghanaian is 
unbearable,” it projected.
It urged: “Let's all have the 
country at heart and work 
together to raise the name of 
this country high.”

Road tolls will be reintroduced 
in the country this year

Finance Minister Ken Ofori-Atta 
in a letter to the Minister for 
Roads and Highways proposed 
charges for the road tolls for 
confirmation by the latter.The 
Finance Minister had said: “The 
fiscal policy measures to 
underpin the 2023 Budget for 
consideration and approval by 
Parliament include the 
reintroduction of tolls on 
selected public roads and 
highways with a renewed focus 
on leveraging technology in the 
collection to address the 
inefficiencies characterised by 
the previous toll collection 
regime.”

Roads Ministry disclaims new 

road toll rates

However, the Ministry of Roads 

has denied knowledge of any 

letter sent to the finance ministry 

for its input for an upward 

adjustment in road toll fees.In a 

letter dated Friday, March 10, Mr 

Ofori-Atta gave his Ministry's 

inputs regarding proposals on the 

fees and charges tabled for 

approval by the Roads Ministry.

Per what has been sighted by the 

media, there is a composite 

average increase rate of 88.05 

percent across board.

According to Nasir Yartey who is 

Public Relations Officer for the 

Roads Ministry, the said letter is 

not authorized and the roads 

Ministry has no knowledge of it.

Speaking on Accra based Happy 

Fm the PRO said. “The said letter 

is a leaked document, we can't 

speak to it, and we at the roads 

ministry don't know anything 

about it.”

When Deputy Minister of Finance, 

Dr. John Kumah was contacted on 

the said letter, he indicated that it's a 

leaked document.

The road tolls were cancelled in 

2022 after Mr Ofori-Atta read that 

year's budget in Parliament, 

introducing the Electronic 

Transaction Levy to rake in more 

revenue from a larger section of the 

public.

However, after revenue shortfalls 

from the e-Levy, the Minister 

announced a reintroduction of tolls 

in the 2023 budget read on 

Thursday, November 24, 2022.

“The fiscal policy measures to 

underpin the 2023 Budget for 

consideration and approval by 

Parliament include the 

reintroduction of tolls on selected 

public roads and highways with a 

renewed focus on leveraging 

technology in the collection to 

address the inefficiencies 

characterized by the previous toll 

collection regime,” the Finance 

Minister stated in Parliament.

 retired military man, AColonel Festus 

Aboagye, has 

described the arrest and 

subsequent prosecution of 

alleged secessionists along 

Ghana's eastern borders as a 

hoax and a ploy to deploy the 

military to parts of the Volta 

Region.

A group known as the 

Homeland Study Group 

Foundation (HSGF) was 

accused by government of 

undertaking violent steps to 

achieve the aim of a country to 

be called Western Togoland.

Their violent activities 

including the burning of some 

public facilities resulted in the 

deployment of the army into 

parts of the Volta Region to 

quell the rising violence in 

2020.

Speaking on Accra-based Citi 

FM, Col. Aboagye (Rtd.) said 

the whole episode amounted 

to a hoax and a ploy to deploy 

the army to the region.

“This hoax about Western 

Togoland, terrorists invading 

Ghana was a ploy. In the 

process, the Ghana Armed 

Forces were deployed and 

casualties occurred. People 

were arrested, and we saw 

them in the media.

"As of now, can any journalist 

tell us where those arrested 

persons are? What has been 

the outcome of that event?” 

he asked.

The group at the time wanted 

the Volta, Oti, and parts of the 

Upper East Region to become 

part of the so-called 

autonomous country.

A number of them were 

arrested and later charged 

with treason felony, 

conspiracy to commit crime 

amongst others.

Background

The Homeland Study Group 

Foundation claims that Western 

Togoland was an independent 

state before it was forced to join 

Ghana after the 1956 plebiscite.

Per their demands, Volta and Oti 

regions, parts of Northern 

Region, North East region and 

Upper East Region was to 

become part of a new Western 

Togoland state.

In 2019, the group declared 

independence twice but some 81 

members of the group were 

arrested after assembling for 

protest over the arrest their 

leaders.

National executive for the 

Homeland Study Group 

Foundation, Emmanuel Agbavor, 

told the BBC last year that the 

Alliance Of Drivers Bare Teeth At Govt 
…Over Reintroduction Of Road Tolls

Western Togoland Invasion Was A Hoax, Ploy To Deploy Army – Claims Col. Festus Aboagye

people of the Volta Region have 

been suppressed for a very long 

time.

The territory of Western Togoland 

was first colonised by Germany in 

1884 and incorporated into the 

Togoland colony. After Germany's 

defeat during the First World War, 

the colony of Togoland was divided 

between France and Britain as 

protectorates.

The western part of Togoland 

became part of Britain's Gold Coast 

colony, which became independent 

in 1957 to form modern-day Ghana. 

Togo gained independence from 

France in 1960.

Western Togoland is a member of 

the Unrepresented Nations and 

Peoples Organisation (UNPO). Four 

million people live in the region. In 

terms of language and culture, 

Western Togoland, especially the 

Volta region, has more in common 

with Togo. Locals in the region say 

they feel underrepresented by 

Ghanaian authorities.

Signage of the Western Togoland activists
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The US Funneled Billions Towards Ukraine While Cutting 
Corners On Health And Education For Struggling Americans 

In June of last year, President Joe Biden reaffirmed his decision to enact the highest Medicare 
premium hikes in US history, from USD $148.50 to USD $170.10 (Photo: Gage Skidmore). Biden hiked 
Medicare premiums and failed to take meaningful action on student loan forgiveness while 
funneling billions towards war abroad
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Thousands Of Women March For A Better Future Across Pakistan
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Police Service Exposes Ghana Armed Forces In Killing Of Sheriff Imoro?

IGP COP Dr George Akuffo Dampare (left) and CDS Vice Admiral Seth Amoama
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Museveni, Ramaphosa Root For Pan-African Solutions To 'Local' Issues

President Cyril Ramaphosa (r) & President Yoweri Museveni PHOTO | GUILLEM SARTORIO | AFP
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