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14th March 2023 

STATEMENT ON THE PROPOSED FEDERATION OF BURKINA FASO AND 

MALI 

The Socialist Movement of Ghana (SMG) welcomes and endorses the growing 

partnership between the States of Mali, Guinea, and Burkina Faso. We 

particularly commend the proposed idea of a federation between Mali and 

Burkina Faso.  

On February 23, 2023, at the end of a joint council of governments meeting held 

in Ouagadougou between the Burkinabe Prime Minister, Apollinaire Joachimson 

Kyelem de Tambèla, and the Malian Prime Minister, Choguel Kokalla Maïga, 

both countries agreed to commence efforts for the formation of a federation 

between the two states. Both countries have expelled French military forces as 

part of efforts to confront their challenges without foreign intrusion. 

According to the two leaders, this move was necessitated by the shared historical, 

political, and socio-economic reality of both countries. Both countries had 

political independence in 1960 but like all postcolonial states in Africa they have 

been caught in the web of neocolonialism and imperialism.  

Although both countries are endowed with enormous natural resources, their 

citizens live in poverty and misery. Their resources are exploited to serve mainly 

French imperial interest. In uniting their efforts, they aim to overcome their 

common problems and improve their economic potential.  

The SMG recognizes that historically there have been many efforts by 

progressive national liberation leaders within the region such as Modibo Keita, 

Osagyefo Kwame Nkrumah, and Ahmed Sekou Toure, who have resisted the 

balkanization of the African continent and pushed for a human-centered and an 

all-African approach to planning, production, and distribution of our resources 

and in solving African problems.  

These efforts have been thwarted by Western imperial powers and their internal 

lackeys since they stand to lose in a united Africa development program. This 

recent development provides all progressive forces and Pan Africanists renewed 

hope for the possible future of a United Africa. 

Mali and Burkina Faso have been plagued by attacks from jihadists insurgencies. 

The deteriorating situation within the Sahel region has been occasioned mainly 

by the inability of successive post independent governments to resolve the 

material needs of the people and the consequent decline of control by these 

dysfunctional neocolonial governments in protecting civilians in their fragmented 

territories.  
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This crisis has led to the displacement of thousands of people and its ripple effect 

has been felt by almost every West African state. This has created huge migration 

crises as many Burkinabe run to Ghana and other so-called relatively stable 

countries. Currently, many communities in Northern Ghana are living in extreme 

fear of possible attacks by Islamic jihadists.  

We commend the effort of these two countries for conceiving the solution to their 

challenges within the Pan African context and beyond their national boundaries. 

As Nkrumah noted: “Unless Africa is politically united under an All-African 

Union Government, there can be no solution to our political and economic 

problems.” 

Based on this conviction, we salute the actions of these two states for the thought 

and practice towards the formation of a federation. We hope that this unity project 

will promote the needs and aspirations of the masses and working people in both 

countries.  

Africa must be free and United under the banner of scientific socialism! 
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