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DUMSOR LOOMS DUMSOR LOOMS DUMSOR LOOMS 
As IPPs Give 3-Week Ultimatum To Govt To Clear $1.5bn Arrears

DDEP Issues 
Are A Threat 
To Ghana's 
Economy – 
Joe Jackson

Director of Business Operations at Dalex Finance, Joe Jackson

irector of Business Operations at DDalex Finance, Joe Jackson, has 
said the recent developments 

that characterized Domestic Debt 
ndependent Power Producers Iotherwise known as Private 
Power Producers have given the 

government up to three weeks (21 
days) to settle debt owed them or 
risk a drastic reduction in energy 

generation leading to power 
outages (dumsor) in the country.
The IPPs/PPPs are not happy that till 
date the government has not paid a 
pesewa to them despite owing them 
a whopping $1.5 billion. 

Already, there are unscheduled 
power outages in some parts of 
the country as some areas have 
been forced to experience over a 
week of continued power outage 
to the chagrin of most residents.
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DDEP Issues Are A Threat 
To Ghana's Economy – 
Joe Jackson

DEAL WITH THIS HEALTH MENACE

he revelation that there is upsurge in stroke cases Tamong young people per records at the Komfo 
Anokye Teaching Hospital in Kumasi is very deeply 

worrying.

There is clearly no doubt that non-communicable or 
lifestyle diseases appear to have fast taken over from 
communicable which used to be our bane as a country.
According to the Neurologist, Dr. Fred Stephen Sarfo those 
as young as 13 are now developing the condition which 
one suffers when a blood vessel that carries oxygen and 
nutrients to the brain is either blocked by a clot or bursts 
resulting in lack of blood to the brain and thus death of the 
brain cells.

According to the Komfo Anokye Teaching Hospital it records 
between 800 and one thousand cases, each year with more 
than 300 dying and the rest becoming permanently 
disabled.
With its high risk factors being hypertension, diabetes, high 
alcohol intake and lack of exercise among others, there is 
the need for improved or change in lifestyle including other 
health measures to adequately deal with the situation.
Stress is also another causative or factor and health 
authorities need to intensify public education to reverse 
the tide.The revelation that there is upsurge in stroke cases 
among young people per records at the Komfo Anokye 
Teaching Hospital in Kumasi is very deeply worrying.

There is clearly no doubt that non-communicable or 
lifestyle diseases appear to have fast taken over from 
communicable which used to be our bane as a country.
According to the Neurologist, Dr. Fred Stephen Sarfo those 
as young as 13 are now developing the condition which 
one suffers when a blood vessel that carries oxygen and 
nutrients to the brain is either blocked by a clot or bursts 
resulting in lack of blood to the brain and thus death of the 
brain cells.

According to the Komfo Anokye Teaching Hospital it records 
between 800 and one thousand cases, each year with more 
than 300 dying and the rest becoming permanently 
disabled.
With its high risk factors being hypertension, diabetes, high 
alcohol intake and lack of exercise among others, there is 
the need for improved or change in lifestyle including other 
health measures to adequately deal with the situation.
Stress is also another causative or factor and health 
authorities need to intensify public education to reverse 
the tide.
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In some parts of Tema, 

 Ofankor and Pokuase in the 

Greater Accra region, there 

have been reports and 

complaints of unannounced 

power outages for days.   
Vice President of IMANI Africa, 
Bright Simons who blew the 
alarm on the debt owed PPPs 
asserted that Private Power 
Producers who supply more 
than 50% of the country's 
electricity have given the 
government a 3-week 
ultimatum to start paying its 
arrears of about $1.5 billion or 
risk dumsor.
He noted that the failure of 
the government to settle its 
debt will lead to a shortfall in 
power supply which will 
subsequently trigger power 
crisis, otherwise known as 
'dumsor' in the country.

In a series of tweets sighted by 
the media, Bright Simons said 
the private power producers 
are, however, opened for 
discussion with government on 
the payment plans.

The move is to give 
government some time to pay 
them their due whiles they 
find lasting solutions to the 
country's economic crisis.

"Ghana's private power 
producers, who supply more 
than 50% of the country's 
electricity, have given the govt 
a 3-week ultimatum to start 
paying some of the nearly $1.5 
billion in accumulated arrears 
or risk a shortfall in generation, 
which could trigger a power 
crisis," part of his tweet read.

"They are open to discussions 
on payment schedules to give 
the govt some flexibility as 
they recognise the current 
cash crunch but cannot accept 
any restructuring of liabilities 
or haircuts. They say that 
notwithstanding serious 
arrears, they have kept the 
lights on," it added.

Woyome proposes 
independent managers of 
Ghana's Debt

Meanwhile, the Member of 

Parliament for South Tongu, 

Kobena Mensah Woyome has 

proposed the decoupling of the 

debt management function from 

the Ministry of Finance to 

prevent debt pile ups.

In place of this he says, he is 

proposing independent 

managers of Ghana's Debt.

He indicated that it seems the 

government instead of 

borrowing to fund projects and 

to pay back the loans with 

interest, it borrows rather for 

recurrent expenditure and other 

activities that do not guarantee 

the country's ability to repay 

due to lack of openness on the 

part of managers of the debt 

describing it as recklessness.

According to him, the proposed 

independent debt manager of 

the country's debt will advise 

government on loan acquisition 

decisions including how to 

borrow, what to borrow and at 

what rate and how to spend 

borrowings, ensure efficiency so 

that the country does find itself 

into huge debt situation in 

future.

''…I will actually suggest that 

government should be candid 

and maybe all here in this house 

must agree and advocate that, 

the managers of the economy, in 

fact, there should be 

independent mangers of the 

debt of this country, so that that 

would be taken away from the 

responsibility of the finance 

minister, so that at least, .., they 

will be able to help advise 

government on decisions with 

regards to what to borrow, rate 

at which to borrow, how to 

spend, and on what so that at 

least all these things can be 

managed efficiently, so that we 

don't find ourselves in the 

situation we find ourselves” he 

proposed.

Mr Woyome who is also the 

Ranking Member on the Sports, 

Youth and Culture committee 

made the proposal on the floor 

of parliament when he took his 

turn in support of a motion, to 

thank President Akuffo-Addo for 

delivering a message of the 

State of the Nation in 

accordance with article 67 of 

the 1992 constitution.

The North Tongu lawmaker also 

questioned the Bank of Ghana 

for failing on its policy rate 

management function which 

has led to the high inflationary 

rates the country is witnessing 

in recent times.

He criticized the central bank 

and described it as 'reckless' and 

engaging in an 'illegality' by 

dolling out of printed money to 

government beyond the 

allowable five percent threshold 

which has brought the country 

to its current status.

Mr Woyome backed his claim 

with fact and figures and 

explained that the central bank 

is expected to use its policy rate 

to control inflation by mobbing 

excess liquidity from the system 

but ends up using the backdoor 

in releasing more money to 

government to spend thereby 

defeating the purpose of the 

policy rate announcements.

“Whenever the Policy 

Committee meets and increase 

interest rates, with a clear 

intention of mopping excess 

liquidity from the system, so 

that, off course, we don't have 

too much money circulating, 

and that is done usually through 

high interest rates, and off 

course that has its own 

attendant as a results of 

squeezing businesses in a way 

that they would not have access 

to funds to operate with. But all 

geared towards managing 

inflation and that is good. But at 

the same time, the same Bank 

of Ghana gives out money or 

funds government through the 

printing of money, and 

sometimes and almost all the 

time since 2020, beyond the 5% 

threshold that they ought to be 

doing, which is an illegality that has 

brought us where we are.

"And the issue is this, what are 

they trying to achieve. You are 

trying to use the monetary policy 

to mop excess liquidity from the 

system because you want to 

control inflation, but at the same 

time using the back door and 

releasing more money illegally to 

the government, which is going to 

carry on more expenditure, by way 

of introducing more money into 

the system, defeating the very 

purpose of the monetary policy 

that was actually announced,” Mr 

Woyome asserted.

The Ranking Member therefore 

urged for parliament to keep a 

careful watch over the central bank 

because it has not been sincere.

..and so Mr Speaker if you watch 

carefully, figures such as in 2020, 

they (referring to BoG) funded 

government to the tune of Ghc10 

billion, that is beyond the five 

percent threshold that ought to be 

allowed which is five percent of the 

previous year's revenue that was 

collected, in 2021, they spent or 

printed in excess of Ghc 35 billion 

in terms of funding for government 

,then at the same time in 2022, 

Ghc 50 billion was used to fund 

government, and then also in this 

year, so far, about Ghc40 billion, 

and you look at all these, you are 

funding government illegally, but at 

the same time announcing policy 

rate which is intended to be 

controlling the money circulation in 

the system.

"So you are actually giving and 

then taking and then making life 

difficult for a lot people, 

operators in the economy, 

businesses alike and so on, in the 

Ghanaian economy," he added.

"Mr Speaker, that is one area 

that I think the action and 

inaction of the Bank of Ghana 

ought to be looked at and watch 

because they've never been 

sincere, and what how do you 

describe it? It is not reckless in 

terms of decision, it is not in a 

way not mismanagement of 

monetary policy in term of 

ensuring that you are controlling 

the macroeconomic indicators in 

the system, and that is for me a 

way of probably lying for want of 

a better word, that you are 

intending to be controlling the 

monetary system but at the 

same time pumping more money 

illegally, into the system, but at 

the end of the day, you have 

achieve nothing, only to make 

life difficult for everybody 

including businesses and other 

operators in the economy” Mr 

Woyome further stated.

He urged the president to allow 

independent state institutions 

mandated to investigate 

allegations of wrongdoing against 

his appointees with regards 

COVID-19 funds to do their works 

and establish the facts whiles 

urging him to desist from praising 

himself and clearing them of 

wrongdoings.
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Russia Accuses US Of Provocation, Denies Its Jets Made Any Contacts With US Drone

An MQ-9 Reaper prepares for takeoff at a forward arming and refueling point 
at the Eglin Air Force Base, Fla. Oct. 20, 2022. (Photo: US Department of 
Defense). The US has alleged that one of its spy drones was lost in the Black 
Sea after a Russian jet deliberately collided with it on Tuesday morning

Violence Breaks Out Outside Former PM Imran Khan's 
Residence In Pakistan As Police Attempt To Arrest Him

Police deployment on the streets of Zaman Park in Lahore, where 
Imran Khan's residence is located. (Photo: Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf / 
Twitter). Khan, who has criticized state institutions and the Pakistani 
army, has been accused of corruption
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he Amasa Nee Whang Tfamily of Nungua has 

appealed to the 

Inspector General of Police, Dr. 

George Akuffo Dampare to call 

his men who are allegedly 

meddling in land litigation in 

the area to order.

According to the leader of the 

family, the issue has become 

necessary for the IGP to call his 

men at the Property Fraud Unit 

to discharge their duties with 

the needed professionalism it 

may require.

At a press conference on 

Thursday, the family 

representative, Patrick Nii 

Amasa

noted that the family intends 

to call on the IGP to call his 

men who are meddling in the 

family land case.

Accra Region is now being 

stolen by some persons with 

police backing.

According to him, a man who 

claim to be a National Security 

operative came to his house 

with other handguards to give 

warning shot and threatened 

the members of the family to 

refrain from stepping onto the 

land.

The family rep said other 

family members went to work 

on the parcel of land and they 

were attacked by the same 

persons.

The family members reported 

the matter to Gborbu Wulomo 

Shitse who invited the parties 

to enquire why they were 

engaging the services of land 

guards with the intention of 

terrorizing and preventing 

rightful owners from 

developing the parcel of land.

He said Dawood and 

Rosemary failed to produce 

any documentation to the 

land as demanded by Gborbu 

Wulomo.

The matter, he noted was 

reported to both the Regional 

and National Police Commands.

He said one Mr. Daniel Oppong 

who was instructed to take over 

the case invited the said Dawood 

Agyeman but he and his cohorts 

refused to turn up.

He narrated what happened 

when they went to the land in 

the company of the police to 

arrest some of the land guards 

but were met with strife and 

opposition.

He noted that "We went to the 

police station to make a 

complaint leading to the arrest of 

the landguards at Baatsona but 

when they got to Manet, 

Dawood and some persons who 

claim to be security persons in 

fake military gang without name 

tags crossed the police patrol 

vehicle and dropped all the 

suspects in the presence of this 

Inspector Samuel Oppong yet he 

failed to caution or question his 

action", he said.

He said the family then petitioned 

the Police Regional Command who 

went to arrest several land guards 

with pump action guns and other 

weapons unlawfully occupying their 

registered piece of land.

The family expressed worry about 

the conduct of Inspector Oppong 

who never expressed interest in the 

case to suddenly develop interest 

and arrest the complainants who 

have proven with court rulings.

"We are therefore calling on the IGP, 

Mr Dampare, to call Inspector 

Oppong and Bawa of the property 

fraud unit to order. My brother must 

be granted bail. Their actions are 

nothing but a clear attempt to 

frustrate the court process" - he 

indicated.Meanwhile, attempts by 

this paper to get Inspector Oppong 

and Bawa respond to the allegations 

proved futile as at the time of going 

to press. 
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Amasa Nee Whang Family Calls For IGP Intervention In Land Dispute

By Richard Asamoah

Dr. George Akuffo Dampare, Inspector-General of Police

… To Be Followed By Employment Generation Led By Dr Think Twice
Campaign Against Societal Pressures Starts 20th March

Mr Ernest Birmeh
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he British High TCommission in Accra has 

played host for the joint 

military headquarters of 

Operation Flintlock 2023.

The Flintlock exercise is 

designed to strengthen the 

ability of key partner nations to 

counter violent extremist 

organizations, collaborate 

across borders and provide 

security for their people, while 

respecting human rights and 

building trust with civilian 

populations.

The robust participation of 

African and international 

partners reflects a mutual 

commitment to countering 

malign activity and violent 

extremism throughout the 

Sahel and West Africa region.

Twenty-nine nations and 

approximately 1,300 personnel 

will participate in Flintlock 

2023. Combined military and 

law enforcement exercise took 

place in Ghana and Côte 

d'Ivoire from March 1-15, 2023.

Speaking at the launch of 

the joint military 

headquarters in Accra, 

British High commissioner to 

Ghana, Her Excellency 

Harriet Thompson said: 

“Although operations and 

exercises will take place 

across Ghana and Côte 

d'Ivoire; the UK is delighted 

to be hosting the Joint 

Multinational Headquarters 

right here at the British High 

Commission. We welcome 

you all. It is the bonds that 

we will form, the lessons 

that we will learn, and the 

strategies we will share here 

and throughout this 

Operation that will grow our 

collective ability to adapt to 

and overcome the very real 

threats that we see to 

regional peace and security.”

In his speech Deputy 

Commander, U.S. Special 

Operations Command Africa 

Colonel Robert Zyla said: 

“With the establishment of 

this headquarters, our 

mentors from around the 

world have worked alongside 

SOCAFRICA and USAFRICOM 

teammates to incorporate 

and expand our legal and 

engagement operations”.

Colonel Robert Zyla also 

noted “Understanding how 

intelligence, evidence 

collection, and common 

procedures enable us to 

better incorporate law 

enforcement and military 

units, ensuring those taken 

into custody are properly 

tried in the justice system and 

further reinforces the rule of 

law”.

Headquarters operations will 

test and strengthen 

participants' ability to 

collectively address regional 

security challenges through a 

comprehensive scenario 

involving command and 

control of simulated 

participants at various 

outstations.

“While Flintlock is at its core a 

military exercise, but this 

Operation will also see 

temporary medical and dental 

clinics working with 

communities to support 

healthcare provision, as well as 

women, peace and security 

events and initiatives taking 

place, which is particularly 

important as we mark and 

celebrate International 

Women's Day tomorrow” 

Harriet Thompson Added.

This year, participating African 

nations include Burkina Faso, 

Cabo Verde, Cameroon, Chad, 

Côte d'Ivoire, Ghana, Libya, 

Mauritania, Morocco, Niger, 

Nigeria, Senegal, South Africa, 

Togo and Tunisia. Other 

international participants 

include Austria, Belgium, Brazil, 

Canada, Czech Republic, 

Denmark, France, Germany, 

Italy, the Netherlands, Poland, 

Spain, the United Kingdom, and 

the United States.
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Scrap E-Levy If You Want To Reintroduce Road Tolls – Ablakwa To Government

The MP for North Tongu, Samuel Okudzeto Ablakwa

BHC Accra Hosts Joint Military Headquarters For Operation Flintlock 2023

Harriet Thompson delivering her welcome address
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resident Nana Addo PDankwa Akufo-Addo on 

March 14 presided over 

the 2023 edition of the National 

Honours and Awards event at the 

Accra International Conference 

Center (AICC).

Three broad categories of 

individuals, institutions and 

partners were awarded at the 

event.

The three groups as contained in 

a post shared on the president's 

Facebook timeline were:

a. Men and women who were 

entrusted with the responsibility 

of keeping us safe at the height 

of the COVID-19 pandemic, to 

our foreign friends and partners 

who aided us in that enterprise.

b. Men and women who made 

sure that the maritime boundary 

dispute with our immediate, 

western neighbour, the Republic 

of Cote d'Ivoire ended favourably 

for the Republic of Ghana, 

thereby, ensuring that our 

western maritime resources, 

including its oil and gas 

potential, rightfully remained in 

our possession.

c. Individuals whose work 

deserve the plaudits of the 

nation.

The state-owned Daily Graphic 

reports that in all, some 19,557 

frontline health workers 

received certificates and 

plaques for their dedicated 

services in the line of duty.

The newspaper added that 

about 50 individuals and entities 

that received the Order of the 

Volta – Companion awards.

Those of the COVID bloc 

included Members of the 

National COVID-19 Taskforce 

and Trustees of the Ghana 

COVID-19 Private Sector Fund.

GhanaWeb has sighted an event 

brochure that listed the 18-

members of the International 

Tribunal for the Law of the Sea 

(ITLOS) Technical Team and 

Legal Advisors, who were 

awarded.

This is the list:

Some members of the 

presidential taskforce 

GhanaWeb sighted at the event

1. Dr. Anthony Nsiah-Asare

2. Dr. Aboagye Dacosta, 

Director of Health Promotions 

at the Ghana Health Service

3. Dr. Patrick Kumah Aboagye, 

Director General of Ghana 

Health Service

4. Kojo Oppong-Nkrumah, 

Minister of Information

5. Kwaku Agyemen-Manu, 

Minister of Health

6. Henry Quartey, Greater 

Accra Regional Minister

The nominated Trustees of 

the COVID-19 fund comprise:

1. Mr. Anthony Oteng-Gyasi 

(Chairman, Tropical Cable & 

Conductor Ltd)

2. Mr. Edward Effah 

(Chairman, Fidelity Bank 

Ghana Ltd)

3. Mr. Kwaku Bediako 

(Director, CH Group)

4. Mr. John Taylor (CEO, 

Woodfield Energy Resources 

Ltd)

5. Mr. Omane Frimpong 

(Chairman, Wilkins Engineering 

Ltd)

6. Mr. Kwame Ofosu Bamfo 

(Managing Director, Bamson 

Group)

7. Mr. Kwabena Adjei (Group 

Chairman, Kasapreko)

8. Mr. Thomas Svanikier 

(Chairman, Svani Group Ltd)

9. Mr. Kwasi Twum (CEO, The 

Multimedia Group)

10. Mr. Senyo Kwasi Hosi (CEO, 

Chamber of Bulk Oil Distributors)

11. Julie Essiam (Commissioner, 

Ghana Revenue Authority)

Eminent Ghanaians awarded:

Akufo-Addo's Facebook post 

listed a number of the eminent 

Ghanaians who were awarded 

on the day:

"The late great philosopher, Prof. 

Johnson Kwame Wiredu, by 

common consent one of the 

outstanding philosophers of 

global repute of the modern age, 

who will be given a befitting 

posthumous award, Order of the 

Volta – Companion.

The rest are Ms. Margaret Sophia 

Darkwah, the first female 

Commissioner of Police; Prof. Akwasi 

Osei, former Chief Executive of the 

Mental Health Authority; and Dr. 

Veronica Agartha Martinson, former 

Executive Director of the Cocoa 

Research Institute, Ghana," the 

president's post read in part.

About the National Awards:

The national awards are presented 

to persons who have made immense 

and recognized contributions in 

sectors such as the civil service, 

military, prisons service, education 

and public health, agriculture, 

commerce and industry, the 

judiciary, scientific and other 

research, sports, culture and the 

arts, and the financial sector.
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LIST: Who Got What At 2023 National Honours And Awards Event

Peace Council Slams Military Over Brutalities In Ashaiman
he National Peace TCouncil has condemned 

the military for 

brutalising some residents of 

Ashaiman following the murder 

of one of their own.

According to the council, the 

military should have allowed 

the police to work instead of 

taking the law into their hands.

George Amoh, Executive 

Secretary of the Council, 

speaking to Citinewsroom, said, 

“I believe the military should 

have used restraint. The police 

have the authority to conduct 

an investigation. The military 

should have allowed the police 

to investigate because they 

have the resources and 

strategies to find whoever 

was involved.”

The military invaded 

Ashaiman, brutalising 

innocent residents after the 

murder of one of their own 

on Tuesday, March 7, 2023.

The incident happened at the 

Official Town in Ashaiman 

during a heavy downpour.

Meanwhile, the Circuit Court 

in Ashaiman has remanded 

all the six accused persons 

who have been arrested in 

connection with the killing of 

21-year-old soldier, Imoro 

Sherrif, in Ashaiman on 

March 4 2023.

The suspects, Safianu 

Musah alias Dayorgu and 

Ibrahim Abdul Rakib, 

Samuel Tetteh alias Wiper 

and Abubakar Sadick alias 

Birdman, Yussif 

Mohammed and Abdul 

Gafaru Abdul Karim were 

charged with stealing, 

robbery, and receiving 

dishonest goods.

In Court on Monday, March 

13, 2023, lawyers for the 

two main accused persons 

pleaded for bail for his 

clients, but the Judge, 

Simon Gaga, declined 

because the lawyer could not 

prove their permanent place 

of abode.

They've been remanded into 

police custody and will 

reappear on March 27, 2023.

The suspects were arrested 

at their hideouts in Ashaiman 

after almost a week of 

painstaking intelligence-led 

operations by the Police.

“Further investigation has 

established that suspects 

Samuel Tetteh and Abubakar 

Sadick at about 1:45 am on 

March 4 2023, attacked the 

deceased at Taifa Ashiaman 

in an attempt to rob him of 

his phone and a backpack. The 

deceased, however, resisted 

and struggled with the 

suspects. During the struggle, 

suspect Samuel Tetteh pulled 

out a knife and stabbed the 

deceased in the arm, snatched 

his phone and bolted, leaving 

the deceased with the knife 

stuck in his arm,” a Police 

statement said.

George Amoh, Executive Secretary of the Council
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The Seeds Of The 1973 Durban Strikes Still Grow
By Irvin Jim

Durban, 1973: Workers at the Consolidated Textile Mill in Jacobs demand a wage hike of R5.
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