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Drobonso Chief, Elders Threaten Demo Over Abandoned 

MAHAMA 'E BLOCK'MAHAMA 'E BLOCK'MAHAMA 'E BLOCK'

hief and elders of Drobonso, Cthe district Capital of Sekyere 
Afram Plains District of the 

Ashanti region have threatened to 
stage a demonstration if the 
government fails to complete and 
enrol students into the Community 

Day SHS in the area.
The traditional rulers say the project 
which was started by the erstwhile John 
Mahama administration is yet to be 
operational due to the lack of water and 
electricity supply and other 

installations. They also lamented the 
poor state of roads leading to the 
facility adding that the school has 
now become a grazing field for 
livestock.

TUC Boss Wants 
National Cathedral 
Turned Into Hospital  

Dr Anthony Yaw Baah is the TUC boss

he Secretary General of the TGhana Trades Union Congress 
(TUC), Dr Anthony Yaw Baah 

has expressed readiness to support 
efforts to turn the ongoing national 
cathedral project into a hospital 
facility. According to Dr Anthony Yaw 
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THIS IS WORRYING! 
ecent happenings in the state of Palestine Rregarding the annexation of lands and the 
committal of atrocities by Israeli forces to say 

the least is highly repugnant.
Never a day passes without one form of violence or 
assault being perpetuated by Israel against the 
people of Palestine.
These acts including seizure of Palestinian lands 
have been carried out with the highest level of 
impunity, apparently due to the support provided 
by America.   
Across the West Bank and other occupied 
territories, there have been protests over plans by 
Israel to annex more of such lands.
Clearly, this show of impunity and disregard for 
international law is highly condemnable and 
unacceptable.  
There is no denying the fact that the Israeli 
authorities' constant destruction of Palestinian 
homes in Occupied West Bank for new Jewish 
settlement has been done with the full support of 
the United States, in spite of persistent international 
condemnation of such lawless and dastardly acts.
Apart from the West Bank's Area C, Gaza has also 
been turned into a huge killing field as Israel has 
over the years committed acts of genocide with 
impunity.
Nobody has been spared the atrocities of the Zionist 
state which has killed women and children, the old 
and the young, abled and bodied persons and 
people with disability.
We firmly believe that Israel is emboldened to carry 
out these atrocities because of the support it 
receives from the US and its surrogates around the 
world.
Undoubtedly, what the world expect to see is the 
easing of tension and an end to the brutalities in 
Palestine. 
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ifty seven years ago Ftoday, which I describe 

as the DARKEST DAY in 

Ghana, of which Ghana has 

never recovered, my brothers 

Alfred, Adam and I were 

smuggled from the comfort of 

our Kanda Estate home, to some 

house in Nima 441 by our Aunty 

Dompo who was our caretaker 

then till about 9pm that night, 

when the indiscriminate 

shooting had subsided.

After 9pm she decided to take 

these Dadaba's from Nima to 

Ringway Estates where our 

mother (her sister) lived.

This is the riskiest journey I've 

ever undertaken in my life and it 

still lingers fresh in my mind 

after 57 years. 

That night she got some brave 

taxi driver to ferry us from Nima 

to Ringway Estate.

As soon we boarded and took 

off, we were stopped by soldiers 

who put their seriously 

wounded colleague into our taxi 

and ordered the driver to take 

him to 37 Military hospital.

That night our taxi was escorted 

from check point to check point 

surrounded by heavily armed 

soldiers marching  on both sides 

of our vehicle and handing us 

over to the next check point 

from Nima Police station to 

Broadcasting Hse, then to 

Sankara round about and then 

trough 3 more check points to 

the front of Flagstaff House. 

where the cenotaph is now.

For the first time in my young 

life, I saw dead bodies piled on 

each other littered on the 

ground covering that whole area 

which at that time was a Helipad 

for landing the Presidential 

Helicopter. 

Later in life, I came to know that 

those bodies were the bodies of 

the gallant servicemen who died 

protecting the 1st Republican 

constitution. 

May their souls and that of our 

great leader Osagyefo Dr. 

Kwame Nkrumah see no rest 

until the complete demise of the 

UP tradition. 
--Source Peter Mahama

Drobonso Chief, Elders Threaten Demo Over Abandoned 

MAHAMA 'E BLOCK'

24Th February 1966 Was Ghana's 
Darkest Day, Peter Mahama Recounts 
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Massive Rally In Berlin Demands Peace In Ukraine

Anti-war rally in Berlin. Photo: JungeWelt On the 
one year anniversary of the state of the war, 
Berliners took to the streets to demand 
deescalation and peace

Pakistani Brothers Finally Leave Guantanamo Bay After 20 Years Without Charge Or Trial

(Photo: Shane T. McCoy, U.S. Navy via Wikimedia Commons). 
Hundreds of detainees have been incarcerated for years in 
the notorious American detention center in Cuba without any 
formal charges, and allegedly faced various forms of mental 
and physical torture 
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embers of Makatta Mfamily of Pampaso in the 
Apadwe Traditional Area 

of the Eastern Region have 
cautioned William Agyekum Acquah 
Asante of the Oyoko Royal family of 
Odumase to retract all allegations 
he has levelled against the Deputy 
Ambassador to China, Madam Akua 
Afriyie over the purchase and 
ownership of portions of land at 
Panpanso Krokese.

The family led by the linguist, 

Okyeame Otibu of Panpanso 

Krokese, in a press conference on 

Monday February 27, 2023 

indicated strongly that the Deputy 

Ambassador to China acquired the 

land genuinely from the allodial 

owners, hence all allegations that 

she had acquired the land illegally 

were false.

According to him, Mr Kofi Asante 

Agyekum Acquah and his elders of 

Nana Amon Kwame and Kwasi 

Amoani Oyoko Royal families are 

trying to attack the Deputy 

Ambassador for no reason.

Okyeame Otibu said that all the 

tracks of land located at Odumase-

Panpanso belong to the Mankata 

family and that the Oyoko Royal 

family has never had a land in the 

area.

He pointed out that all the people 

laying claim to lands in the area 

should be ignored

He stressed that Mr Acquah and his 

people have no land within the 

enclave of Odumase-Panpanso 

Mankata.

According to him, the land in the 

possession of Madam Akua Afriyie 

was sold to her by Mankata hence all 

attempts to take the land away from 

her would not be allowed.

He averred that the family has all 

documents over the lands, and 

indicated that records at the Lands 

Commission are evidence of the fact 

that the land belongs to Mankata 

and for that matter, he has the right 

to sell the land.
He also claimed that Mr Kofi Asante 
Agyekum Acquah himself on several 
occasions took people to Mankata 
for documents covering lands they 
have acquired and that they have all 
evidence pointing to the fact that Mr 
Kofi Asante Agyekum Acquah is 
trying to claim portions of land 
which do not belong to their family 
but Mankata family.

“We went to Court on several 

occasions and it was clear that the 

land here belongs to us. We never 

begged land from them. We gave 

them lands to settle and to set 

records straight, the lands belong to 

us that is why we gave them 

portions. Mankata family has 

authority to sell our land and so 

whoever we sold land to is genuine.”

“Nobody has the power to stand 

against Madam Akua Afriyie 

because she bought the land from 

us; from the Mankata family,” 

Okyeame Otibu stated.

However, in response to these 

claims, Mr Kofi Asante Agyekum 

Acquah in a separate interview 

averred that he is not ready to 

render any apology to the Deputy 

Ambassador to China because “she 

acquired the land fraudulently from 

the Mankata family.”

“I will never retract and apologise 

today nor tomorrow. I stand on all 

the Court rulings in our favour that 

all the 5,068 acres of land belong to 

us the Oyoko family,” he said.

He stated that apart from the 1915, 

1922, 1924 and 1926 judgements 

which went in favour of the Oyoko 

family, the Mankata family in 1913 

made a document signed by 

Okyehene I, Apedwahene Nana 

Koreafa, Yaw Ntikura and all those 

who bought land from them signed 

that document and in the 

document, it was stated that at the 

expiry date of 99 years the land 

reverts back to the rightful owners.

“I want to ask, who are the rightful 

owners?” he asked.
My great grandfather knowing very 
well that the land belongs to him 
never signed that document and 

took the case to Court in 1920 and 
won.

“If Mankata has a land there, I don't 
dispute that, but the 5,068 acres 
belong to us and we are not ready to 
let go. I will fight till the last drop of 
my blood to reclaim every single 
portion that the Makata family took 
and sold to other people,” he 
indicated.

"The historical documentary evidence 

available indicate that the original 

Mankata was a hunter and that he 

engaged in trading as well. During that 

time they were cutting timber for 

canoes at Odumase and that the 

original Mankata came to settle at 

Sansemi doing all these sorts of 

businesses," Mr Asante narrated.

According to him, it has emerged that 

the original Mankata entered into a 

business with Chief of Apedwe 

Traditional Area in the person of Nana 

Abrokwa and that Mr. Asante said 

during the course of their businesses, 

it was stated that Nana Abrokwa was 

indebted to the original Mankata.
He said since Nana Abrokwa could not 
afford to pay the money, he [Nana 
Abrokwa] said he would pay his debt 
with piece of land that he said was 
located at Panpanso Krokese.

Tendering documentary evidence to 
support his claims,' Mr Asante noted: "In 
fact Nana Abrokwa gave original 
Mankata fourteen (14) acres of land at 
Panpanso Krokese and that 14 acres of 
land don't share boundary with Nana 
Amon Kwame and Kwasi Amoani Oyoko 
Royal families at Odumase /Kojo Fosu."
He averred that members of Mankata 
family used the said concession site plan 
that includes the land of Nana Amon 
Kwame and Kwasi Amoani Oyoko Royal 
families and registered the lands into 
their name without our knowledge in 
1988.

To this, Mr. Asante sent a word of 

caution to the Deputy Ambassador to 

China, Madam Akua Afriyie to stay off 

the land and go for whatever money she 

took from Mankata in respect of the said 

land.

bout 200 women Afrom all walks of life 

and dignity would 

gather in Accra to a 

conference in 

commemoration of the 

International Woman's Day 

on March 7.

The upcoming event was 

announced at the launch of 

Women of Valour, a project 

being undertaking by a media 

personality, Nana Ama 

Anamoah to motivate 

women.

The Women of Valour project 

hopes to bring together 

women in the academia, 

business, entertainment, 

industry and other facets of 

life to share their stories to 

motivate others who find 

themselves in situations and 

needed encouragement.

In a short speech delivered 

on Tuesday, February 7, 

2023, Ms Anamoah said 

Women of Valour is a 

project she has incubated 

for ten-year-old.
According to her, it will be 
an annual event coinciding 
with the International 
Woman's Day.
She explained that the 
annual event would serve 
as a platform where untold 
stories of women from all 
quarters of life will be 
heard.
Using herself as an 
example, Ms Anamoah told 
her enthusiastic audience 
that she has survived 
several pitfalls because she 
was inspired by other 
people's stories.
Therefore, the Woman of 
Valour would be an event 
not for pictures and 
glamour but a serious 

business for learning outcomes.
Similarly, it is to help women to 
build acquaintance, which is 
quite uncommon in the 
community of women.
Three speakers carefully 
selected to headline the event 
are former Chairperson of the 
Electoral Commission of Ghana, 
Charlotte Osei Esq, Business 
Executive and Communications 
Professional, Obuobia Darko-
Opoku and Certified Etiquette 
Coach, Sika Goka.
Others to feature at the event 
are multiple award-winning 
Nigerian actress, Omotola 
Jalade Ekeinde, award-winning 
South African sports presenter, 
Julia Stuart, and Ghanaian social 
entrepreneur and children's 
rights advocate, Eugenia Baffour 
Bankoh.
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he war between Russia Tand Ukraine can only be 

ended through 

negotiations, French President 

Emmanuel Macron has said.

“I want Russia's defeat in 

Ukraine and I want Ukraine to 

be able to defend its position, 

but I am convinced that the 

end [of the conflict] will 

ultimately not be reached 

militarily,” Macron said in an 

interview with broadcaster 

France Inter and newspapers 

Le Figaro and Le Journal du 

Dimanche.

“Neither side can fully 

prevail,” Macron said. 

“Because the effects of 

mobilization are not as great 

as expected and have 

capacity limits.”

Macron reiterated that 

Ukraine now needs a 

military offensive to bring 

Russia back to the 

negotiating table.

However, he does not 

believe that Russia should 

be attacked on its own soil, as 

some have suggested. “Above 

all, these observers want to 

crush Russia. This has never 

been and never will be 

France's position.”

Macron expressed doubts 

about the possibility of 

significant domestic pressure 

in Russia to end the conflict.

“Do we honestly think that a 

democratic solution will 

emerge from the Russian 

civil society, after years of 

hardening and conflict? I 

truly wish that, but I don't 

really believe it,” Macron 

said.

The French leader went on 

to say that any alternative to 

Russian President Vladimir 

Putin within the current set 

up appeared worse to him.
Source -- GNA

Nigerian Elections - Eight Issues Young People Want The New Govt To Address
By Tope Shola Akinyetun

French President Says Only Negotiations Can End Ukraine Conflict

Emmanuel Macron, French President
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esidents of Sika Ne Asem Rand its adjoining 
communities in the Gwira 

Traditional Area of the Evalue-
Ajomoro-Gwira Municipality in 
the Western Region have called 
on President Nana Addo Dankwa 
Akufo-Addo, the Inspector 
General of Police (IGP), Dr. 
George Akuffo Dampare and the 
National Security Minister, Mr. 
Albert Kan Dapaah to, 
immediately come to their 
rescue since they are currently 
living in fear and insecurity in 
their ancestral home.

The affected residents living in 

Sika Ne Asem who are 

predominantly farmers and 

small-scale miners have 

lamented the beatings and 

attacks meted out to them and 

destruction of their properties by 

these gun-wielding manchomen 

from Gwira Banso are so 

pervasive to the extent that they 

are living in their ancestral home 

as if they are slaves, forcing many 

of the residents who fear for 

their lives to run away from the 

area.

This life-threatening 

phenomenon, according to the 

visibly worried residents follow 

the current illegal invasion of Sika 

Ne Asem community by 

manchomen from Banso in the 

Gwira Traditional Area of the 

Evalue-Ajomoro-Gwira 

Municipality.

Mincing no words, the affected 

residents, mostly farmers 

accused the Chief of Banso in the 

Gwira Traditional Area, Nana Ette 

Akrade II of allegedly being the 

brain behind the illegal invasion 

by marauding macho-men in Sika 

Ne Asem, recalling that 

somewhere last year Nana Ette 

Akrade II himself led these same 

manchomen to storm the Sika Ne 

Asem with brute force to stop 

workers on the land in the area 

who were nursing cocoa 

seedlings for the government's 

Planting for Food and Jobs (PFJ).

However, Nana Ette Akrade II 

flatly denied the allegation.

This notwithstanding, the 

residents noted that a couple of 

days ago, these manchomen 

stormed Sika Ne Asem and told 

them boldly that they have been 

sent to seize the chanfangs, 

other mining equipment and 

farming lands from the cocoa 

growing farmers.

They pointed out that the 

macho-men stopped the small-

scale miners, ostensibly to get 

these lands to be given to the 

foreign illegal small-scale miners 

who are from China, Niger and 

Mali to mine gold in Sika Ne 

Asem and share bounties with 

their paymasters.

In a fact-finding mission to Sika 

Ne Asem on Saturday February 

25, 2023, the farmers and small-

scale miners detailed how they 

were severely beaten, attacked, 

harassed, terrorized, 

intimidated and manhandled by 

these gun-wielding macho-men 

without committing any criminal 

offense.

The residents told the 

journalists that the macho-men 

were sent to Sika Ne Asem to 

extort monies, seize the 

chanfangs, other mining 

equipment from the residents 

who were engaging in the small-

scale mining activities.

The residents added that these 

macho-men also used their 

powers to visit mayhem on the 

farmers by way of seizing their 

pumping and spraying machines 

and other farm items usually 

used by the cocoa growing 

farmers.

According to them, these 

manchomen also seized the 

cocoa beans from the cocoa 

farmers who can't afford to pay 

the money they demanded from 

them.

The pieces of documentary 

evidence and grievances from 

the farmers and residents were 

corroborated by the Tufuhene of 

Gwira Sika Ne Asem, Nana 

Tapoli who spoke to the 

journalists when they visited the 

area on Saturday February 25, 

2023 to authenticate the 

reports.

The chief disclosed to the 

journalists that they had 

information that these macho-

men were hired for protection 

during the installation of the 

chief of Gwira Banso. 

Following this development, 

the chief noted that when the 

manchomen of the Banso 

chief got wind of the 

information that the youths in 

Sika Ne Asem started mining 

activities, they stormed the 

area and forcefully demanded 

money from the 

miners/youths.

He said the youths resisted 

that they would not pay such 

money to the macho-men 

from Gwira Banso since they 

are not using the money to 

carry social and infrastructure 

intervention projects and 

programmes in Sika Ne Asem.

"Our youths told these 

macho-men that if it is 

necessary that they have to 

pay any tax to the Macho-men 

from Gwira Banso then it is 

necessary for them to rather 

pay such money to the 

traditional authorities of Sika 

Ne Asem, because they also 

need money to renovate their 

school building because the 

school in the deplorable 

state," the Tufuhene told 

journalists.

He indicated that the youths 

told the macho-men that if 

that may be the case that they 

would come from the Gwira 

Banso to exort monies from 

the mining activities from Sika 

Ne Asem community, then it is 

necessary for them to inform 

the DCE of the area about the 

issue.

He mentioned that when the 

residents/youths reported the 

matter to the DCE, she 

intervened in the matter but 

in the following day the 

macho-men came to the land 

again at Sika Ne Asem and 

started forcing the youths to 

take money as well as 

subjecting them to attacks and 

beatings.

They stated that for the past 

three days that the 

manchomen invaded the area 

seized changfans and other 

mining items of the illegal small-

scale miners who mined in the 

community for the past five 

years.

He pointed out that they had 

information that the 

manchomen have come to rent 

hotel in Sika Ne Asem to embark 

on extortion spree from the 

small-scale miners.

He said when they had 

information, they didn't 

understand the mater and it was 

one medical doctor who officially 

called the MCE to draw her 

attention to the plan extortion 

spree that the manchomen 

wanted to embark on. Lamenting 

over the situation, the Tufuhene 

pointed that the anytime that 

macho-men stormed the area 

they were holding guns and 

other offensive ammunitions and 

machetes as if they are coming 

to war zone.

He said they didn't even know 

where the manchomen have 

gotten these very expensive guns 

and offensive ammunitions from.

To this end, the Tufuhene 

stressed the need of the 

President Akufo-Addo to impress 

upon the IGP and National 

Security Minister to immediately 

deploy the military and police 

officers to the area to bring 

peace and order.

Reacting to the allegations in an 

interview with journalist on 

Sunday February 26, 2023, Nana 

Ette Akrade II admitted sending 

some family members of the 

Banso Divisional Stool to protect 

their family cocoa farms on the 

lands at Sika Ne Asem.

He pointed out that he sent the 

members to the lands on Sika Ne 

Asem to prevent the 

farmers/residents who are 

engaging in the illegal small scale 

mining activities to destroy the 

cocoa farm trees on the family 

lands under the Banso Divisional 

Stool in Sika Ne Asem.

He denied the allegations that his 

boys are macho-men, saying that 

they are family members who 

were tasked to control and 

supervise the landed properties of 

the Banso Divisional Stool.

The chief explained that those 

who were stopped to step foot on 

the land at Sika Ne Asem are 

doing illegal mining activities on 

the land which are destroying 

farm lands and forest range 

reserves saying that he stopped 

because he protecting the land 

from destruction of illegal small 

scale mining activities.

He further denied allegation 

levelled against the boys for 

holding guns, extorting money 

terrorizing and beatings residents 

on the land at Sika Ne Asem , 

adding that they felt that their 

lives and properties were attacked 

why is it not they don't report the 

incident to the police for those 

who are attacking them to be 

arrested.
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