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Mugabe And Nkrumah: The Tale 0f Two Red Gockerels

By Akyaaba Addai-Sebo

ony Blair's New Labour
purposefully undermined and
sabotaged the political-economy

of Zimbabwe from late 1997. The
double-face and double-crossing
British politicians therefore crippled
the ZANU-PF Red Cockerel in the same

manner as Harold Wilson
undermined and sabotaged the
Nkrumah regime and the CPP Red
Cockerel from 1964. Harold Wilson
was the Labour Party prime minister
then. Rhodesia was then at the heart
of the conflict between Ghana and

Alleged Neglect 0f The People ﬂi Gwira

Towards Improving Security At Tema Enclave

Britain. Harold Wilson fought
President Kwame Nkrumah to
maintain and sustain white
supremacist stranglehold as Tony Blair
fought Mugabe to maintain and
sustain white supremacist
stranglehold on Zimbabwean land and
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ome newly-validated

teachers in the Ashanti

Region have appealed to
authorities in charge of their

salaries to update them on exactly
what is delaying their monies.
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THE UNEMPLOYMENT MENACE

he unemployment crisis currently facing the
country has been viewed as a national security
threat.
This is because the number of youth joblessness
keeps rising despite the creation of jobs by the
government.
And this comes at a time when over the years
successive governments in one way or the other have
invariably promised to create jobs and make youth
unemployment a thing of the past.
Most of these promises were as a result of the
realization of the danger posed to the country's
peace, security and stability over the lack of jobs for
the teeming number of youths who graduate from
both second cycle and tertiary institutions in search
of non-existent jobs.
The dreams and aspirations of these individuals are
heightened by the unrealistic promises of the ruling
political establishment and which often turn out to
be a mirage.
For example the Kufuor administration once asked
the teeming unemployed, especially the youth to
queue for a national register to be compiled and jobs
provided them. It later turned out to be a false hope.
Currently, there is rising youth unemployment with
its attendant consequences to the nation.
The government claims to have made strides in
growing the economy but data or figures as to how
many jobs have been created so far is anybody's
guess — none.
The Insight is of the strong opinion that the
government needs to endeavour to activate the
Komenda Sugar Factory and many others that are
dormant or have been shut down for one reason or
the other.
The citizens need jobs and cannot afford to wait any
longer when there are existing factories that need
little or no funding to get them running.
Perhaps it is time to speed up efforts to address the
youth unemployment.

Teachers In Ashanti

neginn SIﬂIj\lill!l _
..GI'Y Over Unpaid Salaries;

from front page

Speaking to some media outlets on

condition of anonymity, one of the

teachers, who started work in May 2022,
but only got validated in November, said
that it appears the person responsible for
ensuring that their concerns about the
delays in their monies are communicated, is
sleeping on the job. She explained that this
suspicion is birthed from the fact that their
other colleagues in other parts of the
country have received at least their first
salaries, with most of them being told every

step of the way, what is happening.

The same, she added, cannot be said of she
and her other 11 colleagues.

“We've tried speaking to the (sic) but he
keeps telling us he's on it, giving us different
stories, but from what we see, he is just not
serious about our plight. This is because we
have colleagues in other districts and
regions and any time we complain, they tell
us their IGPTP guy has fed them with
information that they will be paid. Actually,
some of them got paid in January,” she said.
She also explained the processes they have
so far gone through, and the hopes they
have had.

“We got validated in November 2022 after
we did our biometric at the GNAT Hall and
then we were given staff IDs. We were
supposed to be paid in December but when
the December salaries came, we didn't
receive ours... the validations we did, our
names appeared with our fingerprints, but
we were not paid in November and in
December.

“This January, | hear there were
abnormalities in the validation. Our names
also didn't appear and we were not again
paid this month. In all, | started teaching in
May 2022, but we are 12 in total in my
district,” she explained.

The teachers want urgency attached to their

plights because, as the female teacher who spoke to

GhanaWeb said, they are caught up in a lot of debts
that they need to offset soon.

She also explained that they need their salaries
because for most of them, they live very far from
where they teach and that money could go a long
way to help them commute in and out.

“The way we feel about this is that somebody
somewhere is supposed to be attending to us but
isn't doing that and we also want to know if we are
genuinely not being paid, or it's just that the
authorities to pay us are not being prompted to do
so, because we have a lot of debts to pay.

“We teach very far from where we live. Boarding
cars, feeding, and other issues are things that we're
struggling with,” she said.
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Mugabe And Nkrumah: The Tale 0f Two Red Cockerels
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It must be stated clearly that

there can be not capital without

land and labour. Capital has no
existence of its own. Apartheid
and settler colonialism are a
politico-military act of land
appropriation and enslavement
of labour for the crafted purpose
of capital accumulation.
Tony Blair's New Labour party
funded and created the
opposition Movement for
Democratic Change led by
Morgan Tsvangirai, a trade union
leader. Harold Wilson's Labour
Party aided Dr. Kofi Busia, Komla
Gbedemah and J.W.K. Harley to
overthrow Nkrumah.
Whereas Tony Blair and
subsequent British prime
ministers could not overthrow
Mugabe they destroyed the
Zimbabwean economy and
created a quicksand underneath
the ZANU-PF regime...as did the
Wilson government to the CPP
regime.
Whilst cross-referencing history
we must remind ourselves that
Kenneth Kaunda is still alive and
he is the only surviving member
of frontline leaders who saw to
the defeat of apartheid South
Africa after the liberation of
Angola, Mozambique, Guinea-
Bissau and Namibia with the
"blood, sweat and tears" of self-
sacrificing and fearless people of
Cuba.
While at it we must not forget
that the British created and
funded an opposition against
President Kaunda using a trade
union bus conductor, who
eventually "won democratic
elections" to dislodge Kaunda.
Guess who this quisling was and
the name of his party? Frederick
Jacob Titus Chiluba was President
of Zambia from 1991 to 2002. His
British funded party was the
Movement for Multi-party
Democracy. Tony Blair had
thought that he could succeed
with Morgan Tsvangirai against
"Uncle Bob" Mugabe.
Yes, this is a Tale of Two Red
Cockerels to be researched
further and retold as a catechism
to the younger generation for
them to value, protect and

advance the collective Pan-
African "national interest"
against neocolonial onslaught.
Both the CPP and ZANU-PF have
the Red Cockerel as their party
symbol. Fed up with British
duplicity and intransigence over
Rhodesia Nkrumah pulled out
of the Commonwealth. Robert
Mugabe likewise pulled
Zimbabwe out of the
Commonwealth.

For the record, Baffour
Ankomah, then editor of New
African magazine, and | played
our role as soon as Tony Blair
and Claire Short went into gear
to walk over the Lancaster
House Agreement and
undermine the Mugabe regime
with George Bush at the White
House. | arranged a meeting
with the then Zimbabwe deputy
High Commissioner to the Court
of St. James, Mrs. Pavelyn
Musaka and Mrs. Tendai Barre,
then Director of Government
Institutions Development
Department at the
Commonwealth Secretariat and
now Chair of the Lands
Commission, Harare. Together
with these two formidable
patriots, Baffour and | agreed
on a strategy to create a
countervailing force against
British designs in Zimbabwe
using the power of the media.
We met regularly in the Pall
Mall area and co-opted others
as when necessary. Baffour and
I did this pro bono. | had a
special relationship with
Zimbabwe as Sally Mugabe
entrusted me with arranging
where she and/or Uncle Bob
would stay on visits to London,
at one point in time in the mid
'80s. Sally introduced me to
grieving Mrs. Graga Machel
when her husband, President
Samora Machel, was killed in a
plane crash downed by
apartheid South Africa on 19th
October 1986 at Mbuzini. Sally
asked me to arrange for Graga
to come to London to cool off
and gather herself. | was in a
position to do so as | was then
the Special Projects
Coordinator, Greater London
Council under the progressive
leadership team of Ken
Livingstone, Paul Boateng, etc.
who provided budgetary
support for the Anti-Racist and

Anti-Apartheid campaigns.

It was with such enlightened
support that | initiated and got
the period from 1987 to 1988
declared AFRICAN JUBILEE YEAR
which was launched in July 1987
at the Westminster Central Hall by
Sally Mugabe, who stood in for
her husband, President Robert
Mugabe. Burning Spear was the
guest artist and he brought the
house down. That was a
memorable experience as | chose
the very Central Hall because it
was a meeting place for CLR
James, George Padmore,
Nkrumah, Kenyatta and others in
their preparations for the 5th Pan-
African Congress held in
Manchester in 1945. Yes, Burning
Spear evoked the spirits of
Nkrumah, Lumumba, Garvey,
Bookman, Yaa Asantewaa, etc and
captured the mood of the period.
The AFRICAN JUBILEE YEAR
DECLARATION was unveiled and
read. Looking into the future, the
Declaration in parts enjoined the
local authorities to lend their
support to "... the demands of
Africans, both at home and
abroad, for just restitution and
recognise that the root causes of
racial discrimination, inequality of
opportunity and poor relations
between persons of different
racial groups within their
boroughs are imperialism,
colonialism and neocolonialism.
The years of incalculable damage
done to the African continent
based on the myth of white
supremacy bear witness to this
fact... " (I drafted the declaration
mindful of the imperative of
reparations and with the help of
the Greater London Council under
Ken Livingstone, Association of
London Authorities under John
McDonnell and Inner London
Education Authority under
Herman Ouseley, boroughs in the
UK endorsed the African Jubilee
Year Declaration. McDonnell is

now the Shadow Chancellor of the

Exchequer and Ouseley sits in the
House of Lords.)

I must recall that African Jubilee
Year Declaration gave birth to
Black History Month (UK) to which
President Thomas Sankara was

invited but couldn't attend. Instead,
he sent a video recorded message.
It was a spirit moving spectacular
period.

| am recounting these captivating
periods in our contemporary
history in gratitude also to the
humanising spirit of Ken
Livingstone, Lord Paul Boateng,
Lord Herman Ouseley, John
McDonnell and their colleagues. |
am documenting also this as a
tribute to the fighting spirit of
Baffour Ankomah who stayed the
course with Zimbabwe and in a
great way helped to checkmate the
orchestrated Anglo-American-
Zionist propaganda against the
Mugabe regime.

Join me in salutation also to the IC
Publication team led by Afif Ben
Yedder, who risked the economic
health of their publishing house to
provide a veritable platform for
Baffour to risk his life to tell the
other side of the unfolding
Zimbabwe story to a global
audience through the barrel of the
pen.

In conclusion, Her Excellency
Pavelyn Tendai Musaka, later
became the Doyen of the
Diplomatic Corps in Ghana as the
long-serving loyal Zimbabwe
Ambassador. She arranged special
visits for President Mugabe to go to
the grave site of his son in Takoradi.
| helped to get the husband, Mike
Musaka, a job with the African
Union. Mr. Musaka is now a Senior
Senator in the Zimbabwe

Dr. Kwame Nkrumah

legislature.

Baffour Ankomabh is blessed with a
Zimbabwean wife who we
affectionately call QEH, Queen
Elizabeth of Harare, with our
tongues in our cheeks. Baffour
fought the good fight to uphold
the principle of AFRICAN LANDS IN
AFRICAN HANDS and in Zimbabwe.
And such is the abiding legacy of
Robert Mugabe who chose to
follow the footsteps of the
Osagyefo Kwame Nkrumah.
Mugabe never wavered and could
not be pushed to betray the
people of Zimbabwe and likewise
Pan-Africa where the issues of land
and neocolonialism were
concerned. Robert Gabriel
Mugabe, your alter ego, Nkrumah
is waiting for your "salute report".
Nzinga, Tubman, Asantewaa and
Sally will tell Mugabe off for his
lapses during his old age. Samora
Machel, Nelson Mandela with
Julius Nyerere looking on will come
to the aid of Robert Mugabe as
Sally and Winnie Mandela laugh it
all off in a forgiving and
reconciliation spirit.

Meanwhile Kenneth Kaunda is
waiting for some good news from
Ghana to carry to Nkrumah.

With Mugabe, the great walls of
Mwenemutapa still stand.
©Akyaaba Addai-Sebo,
Independent Consultant on
National Interest and
Development
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Protest against docked US warship in Piraeus, Greece, February 4, 2023. (Photo: via
902.gr). Communists have been at the forefront of the anti-imperialist struggle

against the Greece's involvement in NATO-led maneuvers in the Mediterranean and
Eastern Europe

ommunists and other

anti-imperialist groups

in Greece last
Saturday protested the
docking of nuclear-powered
American aircraft

supercarrier USS George HW

Bush (CVN-77) at the port of
Piraeus in Athens. Activists

from the Communist Party of

Greece (KKE) and the
Communist Youth of Greece

(KNE) marched to Alexandra's
Square in Pasalimani, near the

port, protesting the docking of

the warship. The protesters
demanded that NATO “get out
from Greek bases” and called
on the conservative New
Democracy (ND)-led Greek
government to abstain from
participating in imperialist
interventions led by NATO.
Member of European
Parliament (MEP) from the

KKE Kostas Papadakis, KKE
General Secretary Nikos
Abatielos, and president of
the Greek Committee for
International Détente and
Peace (EEDYE) Stavros
Tassos were among those
who participated in the
protest march.

Greece has become an
important ally in NATO's
military maneuvers in the
Mediterranean and Eastern
Europe. In May 2022, the
government revised and
extended its bilateral
defense cooperation
agreement with the US,
which gives the US
continued access to military
bases in Greece. The move
led to widespread protests
from anti-imperialist
sections in the country. As
part of the agreement, the
US military will get
continued and increased
access to five Greek

ports—Piraeus,
Thessaloniki,
Alexandroupolis, Volos, and
Kavala—until the end of
2028.

The Greek working class has
in the past protested the
docking of several NATO
frigates in these ports. They
have also protested against
the transfer of arms and
ammunition to Ukraine
through Greece, and
denounced the
government's complicity in
aggravating the ongoing
NATO-Russia war in Ukraine.
According to a report by
902.gr, nuclear-powered US
aircraft carrier USS George
HW Bush has been in the
Mediterranean since
September last year, and
arrived at the port of
Piraeus on Friday, February
3. The ship also visited the
Greek port of Souda last
October.

While addressing the

protest rally on Saturday, KNE
leader Nikos Abatielos said:
“Nobody can act as if nothing
is happening, when in the
port of Piraeus, in the
Aegean as a whole, there are
NATO ships that are making a
stop and preparing to
implement their murderous
plans. We are here to declare
that imperialists are
unwelcome in Piraeus.”
Abatielos added that “NATO
does not recognize national
borders, it treats the Aegean
as a field for the deployment
of its forces... What is more,
NATO and its supporters
speak of 'NATO territory,'
which is an encroachment on
sovereignty, commandeered
by the staff of this murderous
alliance.”

Five Social Media Influencers Arrested In Egypt Fﬂl‘ Mﬂl(lll!l A Satirical \'I(IBII

ive social media content

creators and influencers

have been arrested by
Egypt's National Security Agency
and detained for 15 days,
pending inquiry, after making a
satirical video about a jail visit in
January. Basma Hegazy,
Mohamed Hossam, Ahmed
Tarek, Ahmed Ali El-Khouly, and
one unknown person appear in
the video and face charges such
as “joining a terrorist group,
funding terrorism, publishing
false news, and using social
media accounts to commit acts
of terrorism,” Mokthar Mounir, a

lawyer representing two of them,

toldReuters on Wednesday. The
video about a visit to an Egyptian
jail was released on January 13 and,
according to Reuters, has already
been seen over seven million times
on Facebook. It is yet not clear
what triggered the state
authorities' harsh response. The
arrest has led to widespread
criticism. The International
Commission of Jurists' Middle East
and North Africa Programme
condemned the arrest, calling it
“part of a broader campaign” to
restrict and suppress “various forms
of expression on the internet.” It
asked the Egyptian authorities to

release the five immediately. Egypt

under President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi
is infamous for persecuting social
media content creators. Under
Egypt's cybercrime law, put in place
during the Al-Sisi presidency, people
can be fined or imprisoned if they
violate 'family principles' and 'social
values' on social media. It also
makes mandatory the monitoring of
any account which has more than

5,000 followers.

Critics have noted that the terms
‘family principles' and 'social values'
have deliberately been left vague,
enabling authorities to shut down
any public expression even slightly
critical of the president or state
institutions. Last year, TikTok
influencer Haneen Hossam was

Basma Hegazy (L) and

d Hossam (Facebook:

d Hafez). All five face serious charges—such as

being a part of a terrorist organization, funding terrorism, committing acts of terrorism, and spreading false
news—and have been placed in detention for 15 days

sentenced to three years of

imprisonment for “human
trafficking” and fined over USD

19,000 after “encouraging women

to share footage on the video-
sharing app in exchange for

money,” as perReuters. The arrest

and sentencing were widely

condemned by rights groups.
Similarly, last year, some social
media influencers were also
briefly arrested for releasing a
parody song about rising inflation
in the country.
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Towards Improving Security At Tema Enclave

Garlos Ahenkorah Donates Pick-Up Vehicles To Police

s part of his efforts to
improve security
situation within Tema

especially Tema West
constituency and strengthen
the police operations, the
Member of Parliament (MP)
for the area, Carlos Kingsley
Ahenkorah has donated two
4x4 Nissan pickups to two
police stations.

The brand new Nissan Navara
pickups were presented to
Community 2 and Sakumono
District Police Stations on
Wednesday, February 8, 2023
from his share of the MPs'
Common Fund.

Presenting the vehicles, the
former Deputy Minister of
Trade and Industry was
optimistic the gesture, will
help reduce crime rate in the
constituency.

He strongly believes the
vehicles will further ensure
that the peace and security
of all constituents are

guaranteed.

The MP seized the
opportunity to also task the
constituents to make the
police their friend and assist
them with any relevant
information, as and when it is

needed.

He said, “Ensuring safety in
the constituency is a
collective responsibility of
both residents and the police.
| therefore urge all of us to
give them the needed
support in discharging their
duties”.

The lawmaker promised to
complete an abandoned
police station at Adjei-Kojo,
and want the police to make
good use of a Police Station at
Community 14 started by his

Fund in terms of payment of
school fees, adding that parts
of his common fund was also
used to shape some roads
within his constituency, take
care of health issues and
improve security in the area
by purchasing and installing
over 1,200 streetlights in
Tema West.

He expressed concern about
the removal of the Sakumono
District Police Headquarters,
Community 18 and
Community 3 Police Stations
under the Tema Regional
Police Command to Accra
Regional Command and want
it reversed since it increases

the near future, assuring the
constituents of his continuous

Carlos Ahenkorah

that the vehicle will encourage
the police to discharge their
duties to the best of abilities.

operational cost by traveling

predecessor and completed
by him.

He mentioned that 300

a long journey to Accra to
attend court and meetings
instead of nearby Tema.
He further promised to

support to the police with the
needed logistics to make the
environment safe.

He mentioned the Command has

Receiving the vehicle on behalf

of the Community 2 District
Police, Chief Superintendent

persons have benefited from
his share of the Command

procure a pickup for the
Adjei-Kojo Police Station in

Daniel Ohene Djan, pointed out

been starved of such a means of
transport for operational duties

for long, expressing gratitude to
the MP for his kind gesture.

Stop EXGISE Tax Now - Ghana Federation 0f Lahour

‘J“_

GFL Secretary General, Abraham Koomson

he Ghana Federation of
Labour (GFL) has
petitioned the Speaker of

Parliament and appealed for a

stay of the passage of the
Exercise Duty Amendment Bill
2022, pending exhaustive

consultation with stakeholders.

According to the GFL, its
attention has been drawn to a
new tax Bill in the offing that

seeks to introduce a 20% excise

tax on locally produced fruit
drinks and bottled water.

A statement jointly signed by

the President of the GFL,
Caleb Nartey, and the
Secretary-General, Abraham
Koomson, said the draft,

which has been seen by some

members of the Federation,
shows that the framers seek

to amend the Excise Duty Act

2014, ACT 878, to revise the
Excise Tax rates for several
products, including all
sweetened drinks and
processed fruit juices, which
hitherto did not attract Excise
duty. We bring more in the
news desk report.

Members of the Ghana
Federation of Labour, GFL,
find the introduction of the
new tax regime inimical to
the growth of the economy as
it will further undermine job
creation and deny the state
required revenue,
emphasizing that it will
further hike the operational
costs of local manufacturing
businesses.

In the jointly signed
statement, the GFL noted
that the survival of locally
produced fruit drinks and
bottled water is already
threatened by the increased
cost of production and
dwindling purchasing power
of consumers, explaining that
just last week, the Bank of

Ghana, in its determination to
fight inflation, which stands at
54 points per cent as of
December 2022, increased its
policy rate to 28 percent,
which will lead to a higher
cost of borrowing.

It was again mentioned that
the value-added tax has gone
up by two-point-five percent,
aside from the Bank of
Ghana's recent policy, thereby
suffocating manufacturing
companies in the country.
According to the GFL, while
Organized Labour expects
well-crafted policies to
protect local industries, the
government has rather
slapped an astronomical
increment of 30% in
electricity and 50% on water
for the industry, which took
effect on February 1, 2023,
coupled with fuel prices that
remain high with no clear
signs of a downward trend as
the cedi continues to
depreciate against the dollar.

government's determination
to raise revenue to meet its
statutory obligations;
however, at this stage of the
economic crisis facing the
country, with the
uncertainty about
investments in bonds ahead
of an agreement on the
Domestic Debt Exchange
Program, the introduction of
such a tax will not be
healthy for the
Manufacturing Industries.
The GFL emphasized that
they cannot sit on the fence
and watch their members
reel under the ever-
mounting taxes on local
manufacturing industries as
companies have drastically
reduced staff and cannot
wait for many more fold-
ups. It appealed for further
engagements for a level
playing ground for all.

Source --
gbcghanaonline.com

The GFL says there is every
reason to appreciate the


https://gbcghanaonline.com/
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Alleged Neglect 0f The People 0f Gwira

he Managing Director of

Okoben Mining Company

Limited, Nana Okoben
Amponsah, has denied
allegations of neglecting the
people in his mining host
communities in Gwira Traditional
Area in the Evalue-Ajomoro-
Gwira Municipality of the
Western Region.

Speaking in an interview with
journalists to respond to the
current outburst of the chiefs in
Gwira, Ghanaian business mogul
stressed that he has a great
respect for the chiefs, queen
mothers, elders, youths and
other traditional office holders in
the area.

He pointed out that he was
surprised at the current
inhumane attitude of Paramount
Chief of Gwira, Awulae Angama
Tu-Agyan Il who he said has
benefited from his mining
project in Gwira to organize
chiefs to sabotage him by way of
accusing his company of crime
he has not committed, saying
that the true would be out soon.
According to him, since he
secured the gold mining
concession at Dominase from
the Gwira Traditional Stool and
got the necessary legal licenses
from Minerals Commission and
Environmental Protection
Agency, he has been working
hard to contribute immensely to
socio-economic development

and growth of the people in
Gwira in the areas of education,
health, water and sanitation,
security, social welfare, sporting
activities to youths among
others.

He added that he was very
instrumental in helping and
supporting the livelihoods of the
chiefs, queen mothers, elders,
youths and other traditional
office holders in Gwira
Traditional Area.

"Since | am very passionate
about the social and
infrastructure development of
the chiefs of the area, |
personally gave a whopping
sums of money to Awulae
Angama Tu-Agyan Il to build his
palace. | bought luxurious cars
for some chiefs within the Gwira
Stool including the chief of Gwira
Banso, Nana Ette Akrade Il. |
have spent over GH¢20 billion to
help the chiefs and elders of
Gwira Traditional Stool since |
started operations in the area,"
Nana Okoben Amponsah
disclosed, saying that there are
documentary evidence to prove
that.

According to him, when he came
to Gwira community to start the
work, Awulae Angama Tu-Agyan
Il'invited all the accredited
chiefs, queen mothers and other
prominent traditional office

holders and they took drinks from
him which was worth over GH¢
10,000.00 (Hundred Million OId
Ghana cedis).

" So I am very shocked at the
Paramount Chief of the area,
having being one of the
beneficiaries to these my
initiatives, today he [Awulae
Angama Tu-Agyan Il] who brought
me to Gwira and introduced me to
the chiefs has turned his back on
me and went to join forces of chiefs
including Chief of Gwira Banso,
Nana Ette Akrade Il and Chief of
Gwira Abelebu, Nana Dominle
Mieza Il to be moving from
television station-to-television-
station or radio station-to-radio-
station accusing me that | have not
done anything for the people and
elders of Gwira community," Nana
Okoben Amponsah recounted.
Nana Okoben Amponsah was
responding to the current outburst
of the Chief of Gwira Banso, Nana
Ette Akrade Il and Chief of Gwira
Abelebu, Nana Dominle Mieza I,
who accused him of neglecting the
people in Gwira.

The two chiefs made the allegation
against Nana Okoben Amponsah
when they were hosted on Nzema
FM and other media outlet on
Thursday February 9, 2023.

But in a quick rebuttal, Nana
Okoben Amponsah showcased a
number of the projects,

programmes and human centered
initiatives he has done to improve
the lives of chiefs and residents in
the area.

The miner pointed out that he has
become the main target of the
chiefs because they had given their
vast lands for illegal small scale
mining, including the foreign
nationals who indiscriminately mine
gold on the lands and destroy them.
According to him, he suspected that
the chiefs were fighting him to leave
his gold mining concession at
Dominase in Gwira because they
thought otherwise that when he
loses the fight they would take an
advantage to resell his concession to
the foreign nationals/ Chinese
galamseyers to mine the gold
resources for them to benefit from
their bounties.

"This would not happen under my
concession because | would use my
last blood to protect my concession
from any encroachment," he vowed.
Meanwhile, the Adotenhene of
Tumiatu in the Gwira Traditional
Area Nana Kpole Antoanah V, has
highlighted the significant roles
Nana Okoben Amponsah has played
in their livelihoods in Gwira.

He disclosed that since the business
mogul started mining activities on
his legally acquired gold mining
concession from the Gwira Stool, he
bought many luxurious cars and
gave to some chiefs within the

Gwira Traditional Stool.

Nana Kpole Antoanah V stated
that they were surprised that
Awulae Angama Tu-Agyan Il who
also benefited from Nana Okoben
Amponsah would turn his back on
him and go join the forces to
sabotage Nana Okoben
Amponsah.

Consequently, Nana Kpole
Antoanah V denied claims by
Awulae Angama Tu-Agyan I,
which went viral that the
traditional authorities of Gwira
have banned the Okoben Mining
Company Limited from mining
gold resources on its concession
at Dominase and dared Awulae
Angama Tu-Agyan and other
chiefs who are peddling these
falsehoods against the company
to come out publicly to invoke the
gods to prove that they are not
lying against the company.

Gonstruction 0f 4-Storey Hostel Facility For Kayayei Begins

Municipal Chief Executive of Ga West,

Clement Nii Lamptey Willkinson (with the
axe), cutting the sod for the construction of
the four-storey Kayayei hostel facility

By Juliet Akyaa Safo

ead porters popularly called
Kayayei, within the Ga West

Municipal Assembly (GWMA) can

now live in a decent place after work

within the next 18 months. This follows

the cutting of sod to begin

construction of a four-storey hostel

facility at Adjen Kotoku to

the facility would have an
auditorium, while the first, second
and third floors would

need to manage them, and this is
part of the management,” he
explained.

Consultants for the Project,
Marvin Adjei, noted that the Ga
West Municipality was the first
municipality where the facility

accommodate 300 of them. The
facility is among seven other hostel
facilities that would be built within
seven municipalities in the Greater
Accra Region. Three would be built
within the Accra Metropolitan
Assembly and one each in Korle
Klottey, Ashaiman, La Nkwantanang
and Ayawaso Central.

Funded by the government, the
four-storey facility, which is the first
to be built, would be completed
within a period of 18 months.
Speaking at a brief ceremony to cut
the sod to begin the project in
Accra, the Municipal Chief
Executive (MCE) of Ga West,
Clement Nii Lamptey Willkinson,
explained that the ground floor of

accommodate the head porters.

He explained that the project was
part of efforts by the government
to improve the lives of head porters
in Accra. “The government is in to
support and the head porters as
there are a number of them in the
southern part of the country,” he
said. He disagreed with claims that
such a facility would encourage
more young girls to move from the
north to the south, noting that
hundreds of such girls were already
in the south and what was
important was to manage them.
“We can't say they should be
everywhere in Accra or in Kumasi,
but the few that we have here, we

Hostel facility

He further explained that the
facility would not only provide
accommodation for them, but also
be an avenue where they would
be trained with some vocational
skills such as dress making and
hair dressing. “Giving them this
hostel facility doesn't mean they
will be here all the time, some will
move on eventually. The
government will also organise
training programmes for them,
such as dressmaking and
hairdressing,” he noted. He
indicated that they could benefit
from the training by first
registering to be part of the
Kayayei Association. An Officer
from Frontline Limited,

was being built under the
Kayaye Hostel Accommodation
Facility project.

Appreciation

The Assembly Member for
Kotoku Electoral Area, Henry
Nii-Chartey Marbell, thanked
the government and the
Regional Coordinating Council
(RCC) for starting the project in
the municipality and for
enhancing development in the
community. He, however,
reminded the government to
expand the Adjen Kotoku
market to incorporate
community members to enjoy
the full benefit of the market.
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By M. K. Bhadrakumar

he resignation of Vietnam's

President Nguyen Xuan Phuc a

fortnight ago had an air of
inevitability about it. The media was rife
with speculation for weeks implicating
Phuc's close family members in
corruption scandals.

Several dozen officials, including two
deputy prime ministers, were earlier
removed from their positions in major
scandals of price fixing and kickbacks for
COVID-19 test kits, as well as bribes for
seats on charter flights returning
Vietnamese citizens to the country during
the pandemic.

The decade-old anti-corruption drive by
Vietnamese Communist Party (CPV)
General Secretary Nguyen Phu Trong
gained momentum in recent years and
seems motivated by concerns strikingly
similar to those voiced by the Chinese
Communist Party (CCP) and Xi Jinping.
Fundamentally, the impetus behind it is
the CPV's legitimacy as the ruling party.
The CPV's priorities have changed
following decades of impressive
economic growth. Vietnam is second only
to Hong Kong and Singapore in economic
dynamism in the region. Being an
economy heavily dependent on trade and
foreign investment, promoting a healthy
environment for businesses by curbing
rampant corruption is an urgent necessity
in order to attract foreign investors at a
time when global manufacturers have
sought to diversify their supply chains
away from China.

Again, problems in economic
development can lead to dissatisfaction
among the people and affect social
stability, slowing down economic growth
and ultimately lead to loss of people's
trust in the CPV's legitimacy. The 2021
Corruption Perceptions Index by
Transparency International, the Berlin-
based think tank, ranked China as 66th
among 180 countries and Vietnam 87th,
but in scores, China secured only 45
points out of 100 and Vietnam 39.
Curiously, the joint statement issued after
Trong's visit to Beijing in November—the
first foreign dignitary to visit China after
the CCP Congress in October—listed
“prevention and control of corruption
and negative phenomena” among areas
of cooperation between Vietnam and
China. The CPV is adopting China's anti-
corruption campaigns, and reportedly
requested China to train its cadres to
conduct anti-corruption investigations.
Chinese-style governance practices are
present in Vietnam too—growing control

over the internet, strengthening of
the party's power, greater state
presence in the economy and
rollback of the widespread influence
of business sector. Last year, 539
party members were prosecuted or
“disciplined” for corruption and
“deliberate wrongdoings,” including
ministers, top officials and
diplomats, while police investigated
453 corruption cases, up 50% from
2021.

In their Lunar New Year letters two

weeks ago, Xi Jinping wrote to
Trong, “China and Vietnam are a
community with a shared future
that bears strategic significance.”
Trong in turn stated that he is
“ready to work with General
Secretary Comrade Xi Jinping to...
carry out strategic communication
on theories and practices of both
countries' respective socialist
development, and chart the course
and make strategic plans to ensure
that the relations between the two
parties and two countries
continuously develop and reach
new heights.”

The motivation behind the anti-
corruption drive in both China and
Vietnam is basically to ensure that
the communist party continues to
have the people's support, and
thereby consolidate the party's
centrality in the country's politics.
The CPV looks to its “big brother”
CCP for direction in the next stage of
economic progress as a “modern
and developed socialist power” (the
goal set at the party congress in
2021).

It cannot be a coincidence that the
party leaders who have been ousted
mainly represented the
“Westernist” faction or the so-called
technocratic wing, which suggests
that Trong is concerned about the
party's ideological and moral
integrity as well. Trong reportedly
has a strong distaste for the political
patronage networks within the
party.

Phuc as former prime minister
(2016-2021) is widely credited with
accelerating pro-business reforms. A
commentary in Deutsche Welle
(DW) described Phuc as a “Western-
oriented leader” It said, “He is seen
as one of the main technocrats
within the ruling Communist party,

and he had developed close
connections with Western
capitals during his time in office.
The reshuffle is expected to
cement the power of the
country's security elite.”

This view is commonly shared by
Western analysts. The DW
analysis lamented: “Vietnam's
business and political relations
with Western states have
massively improved in recent
years... But Vietnamese
Communist apparatchiks remain
skeptical of Western intentions.
Many of them fear that Western
democracies are aiming for
regime change in the one-party
state and they rankle at foreign
organizations lecturing the
government over human rights...
“The ascendant public security
apparatus is arguably most wary
of interactions with Western
democracies. At the same time,
foreign diplomats are quickly
losing their most trusted
conduits within the party, the
sort of officials who informally
provide information and
support.”

Some Western analysts compare
Trong's assertion of authority to
the consolidation of power in
China under Xi Jinping. Bill
Hayton, the well-known
Vietnam-watcher and author
(Vietnam: The Rising Dragon) at
Chatham House, sardonically
noted that Vietnam's leaders
regard the CCP “as a friend in
their struggle to maintain control
of Vietnam.”

Hayton hit hard: “I think it's a
warning that actually these
people are not rushing to
embrace the United States as an
ally or anything like that, that
they are very guarded of their
own autonomy, their own ways
of doing things, and that actually
they see China more as an
ideological partner than the US.
And so China—Vietnam is going
to try and balance its relations
forever. It's not going to be
rushing towards the US.”

Such paranoia probably stems
from the frustration that
Vietnam is set to drift away from
the US' Indo-Pacific strategy at a
juncture when in the power
dynamic of Asia-Pacific region, it
could be a “swing state” to
contain China. The West was

Chinese President Xi Jinping (R) presents China's Friendship Order to
General Secretary of the Communist Party of Vietnam Central Committee,
Nguyen Phu Trong, Beijing, October 31, 2022. The anti-corruption drive
by Vietnamese Communist Party General Secretary Nguyen Phu Trong
has upturned the apple cart of the West

confident of its deepening
networking with factions within
the ruling elite in the country.
Phuc had overseen a push to
improve relations with the US,
frequently met top executives
and was a regular presence at
the World Economic Forum in
Davos. Yet, the paradox is that
Vietnam's economic policy is
unlikely to fundamentally change
under party chief Trong's
leadership. The real
apprehension of Westerners is
that the power equilibrium
within the CPV and the
government may now work
more to the advantage of China
and Russia.

Suffice to say, the removal of
Phuc can have a rational
explanation: The CPV leadership
distrusts leaders who are more
directly involved in business, and
corruption poses an existential
threat to the party's integrity
and legitimacy.

The CPV Central Committee
announcement on Phuc's exit
paid fulsome praise to Phuc. But
it insisted that “he bears the
political responsibility of the
head in letting many officials,
including two Deputy Prime
Ministers; three ministers
commit wrongdoings and
mistakes, causing very serious
consequences... Clearly aware of
his responsibility before the
Party and people, Phuc has
submitted his application to
cease holding the positions
assigned, stop working, and
retire...”

Notably, the US government-
funded Radio Free Asia featured
a critical commentary which
concluded that “the reshuffle

sets the stage for more
infighting in the run up to the
2026 party leadership contest...
Phuc was seen as a reassuring
presence for Vietnamese
business and foreign investors,
and his ouster reveals cracks at
the top of the communist
leadership.” It betrays
annoyance that the best-laid
plans to incite a regime change
may have been thwarted. The
BBCalso took a similar line:
“Reading Vietnamese politics is
always difficult—the
Communist Party makes its
decisions behind closed doors.
But hard-line General Secretary
Nguyen Phu Trong, who was
given an unprecedented third
term at last year's party
congress, appears to be
consolidating his authority by
ousting senior officials seen as
more pro-Western and pro-
business. Officially this is all
happening in the name of
fighting corruption,.. but it's
indicative of a power struggle at
the top of the party... the likely
rise now of more security-
focused officials to the top of
the party will be bad news.”
Trong has upturned the apple
cart of the West. Significantly,
he did this after returning from
a successful visit to Beijing in
October-November, during
which Trong and Xi Jinping
resolved to enhance and
deepen the comprehensive
strategic cooperative
partnership in the new era.

M.K Bhadrakumar is a former
diplomat. He was India's

ambassador to Uzbekistan and
Turkey. The views are personal.
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I Osabarima Kentenka Asomaning Is The Only Recognized Ghief Of

Asamankese, Says Royal Akua Korang 0f Abrade Akwamu ﬂlal]

he leadership of the Royal

Akua Korang lineage of the

Abrade Akwamu Clan of
Asamankese has entreated all
indigenes of Asamankese to see,
accept and recognize Osabarima
Kentenka Ateabisa Pobi Asomaning
as the lawful Osabarima of the
Asamankese division of the Akyem
Abuakwa state and disregard any
other person claiming or styling
himself in this position as a misfit
and quack.
According to them, the
nomination, installation and
enstoolment of Osabarima
Kentenka Ateabisa Pobi Asomaning
as Asamankesehene was in line
with Akwamu traditions and
history.
Addressing a press conference on
the matter on Monday, the
Abusuapanin of the Akua Korang
Royal Abrade Akwamu Family of
Asamankese, Kwesi Asare noted
that the Asareman Kese of
Otumfuo Ansah Sasraku's Akwamu
State cannot be bedeviled with
chieftaincy disputes hence “the
leadership of the Royal Akua
Korang lineage of the Abrade
Akwamu Clan took the necessary
legal steps at the Judicial
Committee of Akyem Abuakwa
Traditional Council and a verdict
declaring the Asamankese Stool
vacant was made”.
This decision, he said was later
discontinued by the appellants for
want of prosecution leaving the
decision by the Judicial Committee
of the Akyem Abuakwa valid with
the force of law.
They disregarded a festival
celebrated in 2022 called
OBOSWAN which they said is
against the tradition, culture and
values of Asamankese and that the
people of Asamankese practice
indigenous, autochthon and
unadulterated Akwamu culture.
“To make the point clear, anyone
who profess to observe or practice
any rite or ritual different from
what Ansah Sasraku and his
followers bequeathed Asamankese
is not a true member of the Royal
Akua Korang Abrade clan of
Asamankese”, it sated.
The leadership said they allowed

such festival to take place since
they want peace and tolerance
in Asamanlese and want to
assure all and sundry to desist
from such unlawful and
estranged festival since they are
not folding their arms to allow
such an act happen.

“In the name of peace and
tolerance we as members of the
Royal Akua Korang Abrade
Akwamu family of Asamankese
allowed the festival to take place
against our wish because we did
not want any clash between us
and those unlawful celebrants
which clash would have been
bloody, endangering the security
situation of Asamankese and
putting the lives of the people of
Asamankese at risk.. We as a
family want to assure you, the
celebration of such unlawful and
estranged festival will never be
allowed again”, they warned.
Below is the full text of a press
statement issued and signed by
Kwesi Asare , Abusuapanin of
the Akua Korang Royal Abrade
Akwamu Family of Asamankese;
PRESS RELEASE BY THE
LEADERSHIP OF ROYAL AKUA
KORANG ABRADE AKWAMU
CLAN OF ASAMANKESE
Ladies and gentlemen of the
press, we welcome all of you to
this all important press
conference. We are grateful for
your presence here as we are
aware of your heavy schedules
but still have been able to make
time to be here. We are are
sincerely grateful.

The leadership of the Royal Akua

Korang lineage of the Abrade
Akwamu Clan of Asamankese is
pleased to release this
statement today to the general
public concerning the
chieftaincy impasses in
Asamankese. The purpose of
this press release is to enlighten
and inform the general public
and the media about the
chieftaincy situation in
Asamankese. To crave your
indulgence, Asamankese is one
of the oldest cosmopolitan
communities in the current
Eastern Region of Ghana built

about six centuries ago by the
Akwamu State. Asamankese is
also one of the oldest towns
within the Akim-Abuakwa state.
Historically the founders of
Asamankese are considered to be
part of the four Aduana
leadership in Ghana which
comprise Dormaa, Kumawu,
Akwamufie and Asamankese.
With this rich historical
background, the leadership of the
Royal Akua Korang lineage of the
Abrade Akwamu Family of
Asamankese want to state;
Asareman Kese of Otumfuo Ansah
Sasraku's Akwamu State cannot
be bedeviled with chieftaincy
disputes. In the face of this
chieftaincy stalemate, the
leadership of Royal Akua Korang
lineage of the Abrade Akwamu
Clan took the necessary legal
steps at the Judicial Committee of
Akyem Abuakwa Traditional
Council and a verdict declaring
the Asamankese Stool vacant was
made. This decision was upheld
by the High court in Koforidua. An
appeal against the ruling of the
Judicial Committee of the Akyem
Abuakwa Traditional Council
made by those aggrieved by the
decision was made to the Eastern
Regional Houseof Chiefs but was
later discontinued by the
appellants for want of
prosecution leaving the decision
by the Judicial Committee of the
Akyem Abuakwa valid with the
force of law.

Based on the outcomes of these
legal steps, the leadership of the
Akua Korang Royal Abrade
Akwamu Clan nominated,
installed and enstooled
Osabarima Kentenka Ateabisa
Pobi Asomaning as the divisional
Chief of the Asamankese division
of the Akyem Abuakwa State.

We also want to state
emphatically that, Osabarima
Kentenka Ateabisa Pobi
Asomaning is the Osabarima of
the Asamankese division of the
Akyem Abuakwa state and any
other person claiming or styling
himself in this position is a misfit
and quack. Also, the traditions,
culture and values of Asamankese
are in tandem with the Akwamus

Osabarima Kentenka Asomaning Is The Only Lawfully Installed And

Recognized Chief Of Asamankese, Says Royal Akua Korang Of Abrade Akwamu Clan

of ancient times hence there is no
festival celebrated by Opanin
Asare of Otumfuo Ansah Sasraku's
clan called OBODWAN. The Royal
Akua Korang Aberade Akwamu
family of Asamankese practice
indigenous, autochthon and
unadulterated Akwamu culture. To
make the point clear, anyone who
profess to observe or practice any
rite or ritual different from what
Ansah Sasraku and his followers
bequeath Asamankese is not a
true member of the Royal Akua
Korang Abrade clan of
Asamankese.

The leadership of the Royal Akua
Korang Abrade Akwamu Family
want to state categorically that the
nomination, installation and
enstoolment of Osabarima
Kentenka Ateabisa Pobi
Asomaning as Asamankesehene is
in line with Akwamu traditions
and history. Therefore, everyone
should from now see, accept and
recognize Osabarima Kentenka
Ateabisa Pobi Asomaning as the
Osabarima of the Asamankese
Division of the Akim-Abuakwa
State but not as Nana Aworasa.
We want to state that in the last
quarter of 2022, there was the
celebration of a so called
OBODWAN festival in Asamankese
by a self-styled chief which is
illegal by the traditions, customs
and culture of Asamankese and
the Akwamu State. In the name of
peace and tolerance we as
members of the Royal Akua
Korang Abrade Akwamu family of
Asamankese allowed the festival
to take place against our wish
because we did not want any clash
between us and those unlawful

celebrants which clash would
have been bloody,
endangering the security
situation of Asamankese and
putting the lives of the people
of Asamankeseat risk.. We as
a family want to assure you,
the celebration of such
unlawful and estranged
festival will never be allowed
again.

In all these, the leadership of
the Royal Akua Korang Abrade
Akwamu clan of Asamankese
has petitioned the president
and everyone concerned in
this matter. It is sad to note
that institutions and agencies
which have passed the various
judgements in this chieftaincy
dispute have failed to
implement their own verdicts.
In a democratic state,
institutions are to be
respected whiles procedures
are also to be followed hence
the Royal Akua Korang Abrade
Akwamu Clan of Asamankese
is waiting patiently towards
the implementation of all the
judgements concerning this
chieftaincy stalemate. In this
manner, we as a clan
respectfully expect fervent
responses to our petition
from all the necessary
quarters.

SIGNED,

KWESI ASARE, (Abusuapanin
of the Akua Korang Royal
Abrade Akwamu Family of
Asamankese)



	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8

