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…Says 'Sitting On Money Without Brains Is Like Being On A Refuse Dump'

6 Ghanaians, 
And A Chinese 
National Arrested
…For Illegal Mining, Invading Okoben Mine Concession 

 total of seven (7) suspected Aillegal small scale miners 
including one Chinese national 

have been arrested by the joint team 
of police, National Bureau of 
Investigation (NIB) and National 
Security personnel in Axim in the 

65-Year-Old 
Pensioner 
Threatens To 
Commit Suicide 
Over Govt's Debt Exchange Programme

Nothing Will Stop Ghana's Progress In 
Digital System – Ursula Owusu-Ekuful

enowned Economist, RKwame Pianim has slammed 
the Akufo-Addo led New 

Patriotic Party (NPP) government 
over economic hardships in the 
country despite the abundance of 

natural resources such as gold, oil, 
bauxite, manganese among others.  
The economist who threw the 
cryptically-clothed jab at President 
Akufo-Addo and his administration 
stated that, 'sitting on money without 

brain is just like sitting on refuse 
dump'.
It would be recalled that President 
Nana Akufo–Addo in one of his media 
interviews prior to the 2016 general 
elections made a famous quote “yete 
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Evalue-Ajomoro-Gwira Municipality of 

 the Western Region.

The illegal miners who were busted on 
Wednesday January 18, 2023 were 
reported to have unlawfully invaded the 
legally acquired gold mining concession of 
the Okoben Mining Company Limited in 
Dominase in the Evalue-Ajomoro-Gwira 
Municipality.
The swoop, conducted by the Ghana 
Police Service in collaboration with the 
National Bureau of Investigation and 
National Security formed part of the 
government's renewed fight against 
illegal small-scale mining, otherwise 
known as “galamsey.”
Information available indicates that the 
illegal miners who invaded the concession 
were more than seven but some, 
prominently the foreign nationals 
managed to run way at the time the 
national security officers stormed the site 
to effect their arrest.
The miners managed to indiscriminately 
mine gold in the concession without the 
knowledge of the owner of the company, 
Nana Okoben Amponsah.
They had also managed to clear large 
tracts of arable cocoa farmlands in a 
forest site of the company and tributaries 
of the Ankobra River had also been 
heavily polluted by their activities.
The team confiscated some excavators 
and other mining items.
These illegal miners have been sent to the 
Axim Divisional Police Command. They 
are currently in police custody while the 
police have commissioned investigations 
into the matter.
Nana Okoben Amponsah is worried that 
despite the ban on the activities of the 
illegal small scale miners some 
“unpatriotic” Ghanaians are aiding 
foreigners to mine and destroy his gold 
mining concession he lawfully and legally 
secured over the past 24 years ago.
“How is it possible that despite the 
number of caution and announcements, 
people still have the effrontery to be 
engaging in illegal mining? What worries 
me the most is how our own people find 
it convenient to collaborate with 
foreigners on this destruction spree.
"It is very sad. But I make a solemn 
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6 Ghanaians, And A 
Chinese National Arrested
…For Illegal Mining, Invading Okoben Mine Concession 

promise that we will not rest. If it means going 
after them every day, than that it exactly what we 
will do," Nana Okoben Amponsah told journalists 
in an interview yesterday.

he report released recently which Tshowed a rise in HIV among pregnant 

women should be of utmost concern to 

all. 
Even worrying is the Ghana AIDS 
Commission's admission that HIV/AIDS is on 
the ascendancy in the country.
Certainly, all these come against the backdrop 
of increased awareness and public 
sensitisation over the years, to get the 
menace effectively under control.
The government through the Ministry of 
Health, the Ghana Health Service, The Ghana 
Aids Commission and several world bodies 
and stakeholders succeeded to a large extent 
in creating the awareness of condom use and 
abstinence. The sudden rise in cases of HIV 
infections simply means that something is not 
being done or gone wrong. 
It is the view of this paper that stakeholders in 
the health sector will once again come 
together to find lasting solutions to the 
problems giving rise to new infections and nib 
it in the bud.  
Towards this end, it is the opinion of The 
Insight that new intervention measures would 
help to address the problem.
It is also the expectation of Ghanaians that 
past measures which helped in addressing the 
problem such as condom use, abstinence, 
among others will be revisited and employed 
in the fight including the individuals who 
spearheaded such bold initiatives.

 DEAL WITH IT!
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sika so nanso ekom di yen” to 

 wit 'we are sitting on money, 

yet we are hungry'.

The quote from then-candidate 

Akufo-Addo has for some time 

now been trending on most social 

media platforms and also serves 

as reference point in reminding 

the president about hardships in 

the country.

However, speaking on the current 

economic situation and the 

government's decision to 

introduce the Debt Exchange 

Programme on a Kumasi-based 

radio station as reported by 

MyNewsGh.com, Kwame Pianim 

took President Akufo-Addo to the 

cleaners, saying those words have 

no value if wisdom is not applied 

to governance.

“You claim that we are sitting on 

money, but if you sit on money 

and you have no brain to manage 

the money, it would be better if 

you sit on a refuse dump. To me, I 

think we should find people to sit 

with and see how best we can 

manage the situation”. Kwame 

Pianim suggested.

Though the renowned economist 

failed to directly attribute the 

quote to the President, it is an 

indisputable fact he referred to 

the president because the quote 

is widely attributed to him.

Mr. Pianim who has been critical 

of the Akufo-Addo administration 

last weekend accused the 

president of superintending over 

the current economic challenges 

with no probable solutions to 

address them.

He believes that the economic 

managers, particularly the 

Finance Minister (Ken Ofori-Atta), 

are responsible for Ghana's 

predicament and therefore wants 

him to apologise for the 

mismanagement.

Speaking in an interview with 

Accra-based TV3 last Friday, 

Pianim asserted that Ofori-Atta's 

irresponsibility and recklessness 

have led the country into a ditch, 

which now plans to undertake a 

debt restructuring exercise for an 

IMF bailout.

"...I would have been proud as a 

Ghanaian to contribute to the 

debt restructuring exercise but I 

will not contribute one pesewa for 

Ken Ofori-Atta leading this, he led 

us into the gutter..." he stressed.

Kwame Pianim further questioned 

the rationale behind President 

Akufo-Addo's decision to maintain 

belief in the Finance Minister 

despite the economic challenges.

“He should have said I apologise, 

this is the result of economic 

mismanagement. I apologise to 

Ghanaian people, look there are 

pensioners who have put their 

resources into government bonds, 

you're asking them, I'm not going 

to pay, look at the exchange 

programme and think about it 

carefully when you are talking to 

your colleagues. Ken is saying, I'm 

not going to pay any interest on 

this for these years whiles I'm 

Minister of Finance and while 

President is still President but 

afterwards then you're going to 

take a look at it.”

The renowned economist added 

that should the president continue 

to keep Ofori-Atta in charge of the 

economy, his administration will 

simply go down.

“The IMF, three billion that they're 

going to give is, I want them to 

frontload it, so that I chop it before 

I go, is that genuine? Are you 

serious that this is genuine? If the 

President wants Ken Ofori-Atta to 

continue there, this government 

will go down with Ken Ofori-Atta”.

Touching on the appointment of 

Ofori-Atta as the caretaker minister 

of Trade and Industry, a decision 

which was later shelved, Kwame 

Pianim opined that the move was 

wrong on the part of the president.

“The first time Ken Ofori-Atta 

started, he said he was going to 

transform this economy from the 

Guggisberg economy to a new 

economy. He did not even 

understand what the Guggisberg 

economy was," Pianim said.

He continued, “In the Guggisberg 

economy, he had a plan for cocoa, 

distribute cocoa, built roads into 

the villages, where there was 

timber he built the roads, then he 

built railways, he built the ports, 

he built Achimota school, built 

Legon infrastructure, by the time 

we got independence we had 

plenty of reserves.

“So, Ken Ofori-Atta  if the monies 

he borrowed, if he was running a 

Guggisberg economy, we could 

have seen that cash flow coming 

out from the monies he was 

borrowing so that we can be able 

to repay. All the time he was 

borrowing recklessly. At the back 

of his mind was that he was not 

going to pay,” he bemoaned.
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n eight-year-old boy from AGhana without Israeli 

citizenship was arrested 

on Thursday by immigration 

police in the middle of the school 

day in Jaffa. 

The officers called the school's 

principal before they got there 

and claimed that they only 

wanted to ask the child a few 

questions about his mother in 

the presence of a social worker. 

Instead, they placed him in a car 

that his mother was already in 

and drove away.

Since then, the boy Asafo has 

been in the custody of the 

Population and Immigration 

Authority.

"I went to pick Asafo up from 

school," said his father Benjamin. 

"But the police came with his 

mother and took him. Afterward, 

his teacher told me that they're 

not allowed to take him from 

school."

Benjamin and Asafo's mother split 

up after they got to Israel and he is 

currently Asafo's main caretaker. 

"I don't know what to do now," he 

said. "I want Asafo back."

Immigration police are not allowed 

to arrest children from school.

Director of Education 

Administration in the Tel Aviv 

Municipality Shirley Rimon Bracha 

discussed the incident in a letter 

sent to the city's schools' 

principals.

"The mind and the heart cannot 

stand such images of an eight-year-

old boy being taken by the police 

from school," she wrote. "All the 

more so not in the Jewish state, 

and not in a Jewish democratic 

state."

Rimon added that in 2019, Tel 

Aviv's Mayor Ron Huldai agreed 

with the administration of the 

Population and Immigration 

Authority that it wouldn't conduct 

arrests of children during the 

school year.

"The mayor will try to emphasize 

these understandings," said 

Rimon and instructed the school 

principals not to cooperate with 

the immigration police if they 

tried to arrest children from 

school again.

In a statement, the Population 

and Immigration Authority said 

that Asafo's mother is "an illegal 

resident from Ghana who has 

been in Israel for a few years and 

was asked to leave Israel in the 

past and that she had even 

signed a commitment to do so. 

The woman has two children who 

live in Ghana and another child 

who lives with her in Israel. She 

was arrested last week and 

released after she committed to 

continue the process with her 

son.

"When she showed up without 

her son and refused to 

cooperate, the workers at the 

Enforcement and Foreigners 

Administration were forced to go 

with her to the school in 

coordination with the school 

principal and with her help, the 

boy was taken out to the car with 

his mother and joined her for the 

rest of the process to expel them 

from Israel."

Source: Jerusalem Post (15 

January 2023)

https://www.jpost.com/israel-

news/article-728581
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ceremony in the Immigration and Absorption Minister, 
Jerusalem, January 1, 2023. (credit: YONATAN 
SINDEL/FLASH90)
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rtists and arts students Aacross Greece have 
continued mobilizations 

against the controversial 
Presidential Decree 85/2022, 
which intends to downgrade 
arts education degrees in the 
country. Abiding by the call 
given by various artists' 
associations, including the 
Greek Federation of Artists, 
Panhellenic Federation of 
Spectacle-Audience (POTHA), 
and Panhellenic Music 
Association, among others, arts 
students' groups and student 
and youth organizations held a 
massive rally at the Ministry of 
Education in Athens on Tuesday, 
January 10, protesting the 

decree which was endorsed by 
the conservative New 
Democracy (ND)-led 
government. 

In the call for the protest 

mobilization, the Panhellenic 

Music Association  that “it stated

is hopeful that hundreds of 

young students will take to the 

streets asking for the upgrading 

of their studies and professional 

rights. Although our country has 

a rich and remarkable artistic 

potential in all forms of Art, the 

state and all governments are 

steadily promoting the 

devaluation of Culture and 

especially of Artistic Education.”

Major protests were also held in 

the cities of Thessaloniki, Patras, 

Larissa, and others, calling on 

the government to withdraw the 

decree which downgrades arts 

degrees to the level of a high 

school diploma. The Communist 

Party of Greece (KKE), 

Communist Youth of Greece 

(KNE), All Workers Militant Front 

(PAME), and Students' Struggle 

Front (MAS) also expressed 

support and solidarity with the 

protests.

Presidential Decree 85/2022, 

dated December 17, 2022, 

equates graduates of drama 

schools, conservatories, film 

schools, and dance schools with 

high school graduates. The 

decree has evoked a massive 

outcry from arts students and the 

artist community in the country, 

who have long been calling for 

the creation of more public 

institutions for higher arts 

education. In the wake of the 

protests, an inter-ministerial 

meeting was convened by Prime 

Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis on 

January 9. However, the 

government decided to go ahead 

and endorse the decree 

undersigned by President 

Katerina Sakelaropoulou, 

Minister of Education Niki 

Kerameos, and Minister of Interior 

Makis Voridis. According to a 

902.gr report, the new decree on 

arts education “will leave 

thousands of artists and students, 

who obtained art degrees after 

years of expensive studies, most 

of them in private schools, 

without any compensation and 

labor rights.”

The Greek Federation of Artists 

claimed that the decree violates 

the existing laws on higher artistic 

education in the county, such as 

law 1158/81 on the organization 

and administration of schools of 

higher artistic education, as well 

as Presidential Decree 370/83 on 

the regulation of organization and 

operation of Higher Schools of 

Dramatic Art (Government 

Gazette 130/A/ 83), as per which 

“artistic education belongs to the 

highest level of education.”

The Communist Party of Greece 

(KKE) also slammed the 

government in a  saying statement

that it was implementing EU 

guidelines on restructuring higher 

education, thereby planning to 

integrate arts schools as EU level 

5 Institutes of Vocational Training 

(IEKs)  “through so-called 

graduation, which in fact amounts 

to serious degradation.”

“The essence of all the above lies 

in the fact that for bourgeois 

parties, culture is an unnecessary 

luxury for the working people and 

not a fundamental factor for the 

constitution and development of 

the human personality,” KKE 

added.

The party also called for the 

establishment of public and free 

of charge exclusive higher arts 

schools in universities, covering 

actors, dancers, directors, 

musicians, the immediate 

withdrawal of Presidential Decree 

85/22, and upgrading arts 

education in schools.

he United Nations Security TCouncil (UNSC) on Monday, 
January 9 adopted Resolution 

2672, to extend cross border aid to 
rebel-controlled areas of Syria's 
north-west for another six months. 
The resolution renewing the 
mechanism was adopted with 
unanimous support.  

Russia also voted in favor of the 

continuation of cross border aid to 

rebel-held areas in Syria's Idlib. In 

July last year, Russia had only agreed 

to support the extension for a six-

month period, instead of a year. The 

six-month period was set to expire on 

Tuesday.

UN Secretary General António 

Guterres , welcomed the resolution

claiming that cross border aid 

delivery remained an “indispensable 

lifeline for 4.1 million people in 

northwest Syria.” He added that the 

decision came at a time when 

“humanitarian needs [in Syria] have 

reached the highest levels since the 

start of the conflict in 2011.” He also 

demanded the expansion of the 

humanitarian aid program to the 

country. 

Russia's permanent representative to 

the UN Vassily Nebenzya  the called

Russian decision to support the 

resolution a “difficult” one. “As it 

currently stands, the resolution fails 

to reflect the aspirations of the Syrian 

people, who expect from the Security 

Council in addition to effective 

humanitarian efforts, respect for 

Syria's territorial integrity and 

sovereignty,” he stated.

Russia and Syria have previously 

objected to the continuation of the 

mechanism first adopted in 2014, 

claiming that it violates Syrian 

sovereignty. Russia had vetoed the 

resolution when a year-long 

extension was sought in July 2022. It 

only agreed to support the extension 

for six months after underlining the 

need for its review.  

Unilateral sanctions are the root 

cause of suffering in Syria  

Nebenzya also underlined on Monday 

that by merely talking about the need 

to expand humanitarian aid to Syria, 

“Western delegates” were “diligently 

avoiding another troubling 

issue—criminal punitive unilateral 

sanctions that hit the Syrian people.” 

He claimed that “these sanctions are 

the main factor in the deterioration of 

the humanitarian situation in Syria.”   

Russia expressed hope that by next 

July the UNSC would be able resolve 

the issues related to its aid program in 

Syria. It also asked Western countries 

to drop their unwillingness to 

“abandon the mechanism” of cross 

border aid and look for alternatives 
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that respected Syrian concerns.   

The Syrian representative to the UN 

Bassam Sabbagh also  criticized

“Western states” for politicizing 

humanitarian work and pointed out 

that they have failed to fund the 

humanitarian response plan for all 

of Syria but continue to impose 

unilateral coercive measures that 

aggravate the suffering of ordinary 

Syrians. 

The mechanism of cross border aid 

was first adopted in 2014 when 

most of Syria was under the control 

of rebels backed by the US, Turkey, 

and other countries. The aid 

mechanism bypassed Syria's Bashar 

al-Assad government, which now 

controls most of the country and 

has been able to curtail the flow of 

aid to regions outside its control by 

shutting most border checkpoints. 

According to reports, around four 

million people live in rebel-held areas 

in Syria's north-west. A large number 

of them are people who have been 

displaced from other provinces in the 

country.  

As per the resolution adopted on 

Monday, UN aid will flow from Turkey 

via Syria's Bab al-Hawa, crossing into 

Idlib. Nearly 1,000 truckloads of aid 

enter Idlib across this crossing every 

month. 

Artists Across Greece Slam Presidential Decree Degrading Arts Education

Protest rally at the Ministry of 
Education. (Photo: via 902.gr). 
Presidential Decree 85/2022, which was 
endorsed by the conservative New 
Democracy (ND)-led government, 
equates graduates of drama schools, 
conservatories, film schools, and dance 
schools with high school graduates

UNSC Unanimously Extends Cross Border Aid To Syria's Rebel Held Areas

(Photo: OCHA/Sevim Turkmani). Russia 
reiterated its demand that this 
mechanism should be allowed only for a 
limited period of time and called for the 
end of Western unilateral sanctions on 
Syria, the main cause of the humanitarian 
crisis in the country

https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=547631564076784&set=a.454557000050908
https://euforipediada.blogspot.com/2022/12/85.html
https://www.902.gr/eidisi/politiki/316716/na-aposyrthei-proedriko-diatagma-poy-ypovathmizei-ta-dikaiomata-ton
https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/statement/2023-01-09/statement-attributable-the-spokesperson-for-the-secretary-general-the-extension-of-cross-border-humanitarian-aid-syria?_gl=1*ly0opp*_ga*OTQ1NTM0NTU2LjE2MTcxNzk3NTU.*_ga_TK9BQL5X7Z*MTY3MzMyMzg2MS41MC4xLjE2NzMzMjM4NjkuMC4wLjA.
https://news.un.org/en/story/2023/01/1132282
https://tass.com/world/1559959
https://tass.com/world/1559959
https://press.un.org/en/2023/sc15168.doc.htm
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inister of MCommunications 

and 

Digitalisation, Ursula Owusu-

Ekuful has said nothing will 

stop the Akufo-Addo 

administration from making 

Ghana the digital enabler, 

and place of bridging the 

digital gap for other Africa 

countries with the use of 

AfCFTA (African Continental 

Free Trade Area). 

“For all these reasons and 

many more, we have decided 

in Ghana, as the host and 

one of the earliest 

proponents of the AfCFTA, 

that we will not allow the old 

excuses of inertia, lack of 

capacity, resources and 

solidarity to continue 

hamstringing our forward 

march as a continent. So long 

as Ghana continues to have 

influence in the affairs of this 

continent, we are committed 

to promoting, as aggressively 

as possible, the use of digital 

technology as an enabler, 

catalyst, resource gap bridger, 

coordinating mechanism, 

playing field leveller, and dots 

connector in making the 

AfCFTA experience completely 

different from anything that 

has preceded it in the 

decades long quest for 

African economic and political 

unity.
“That is why through this 
government's Trancop policy, 
we wholeheartedly embraced 
the creation and rollout of the 
AfCFTA Hub platform to 
generate digital resources for 
all the key actors and 
stakeholders in Ghana 
involved in one way or 
another in making the AfCFTA 

a success”. 
This was contained in a 
speech read at the 74th 
edition of the annual New 
Year School and Conference 
by the University of Ghana in 
Accra under the topic, 
“Digital Technology 
Development Preparedness 
for AfCFTA” on Tuesday, 
January 18, 2023. 
The Ablekuma West 
lawmaker further expressed 
concerns over the low level of 
digital prospects between 
African countries, adding that 
Africa must take advantage of 
the opportunities AfCFTA 
offers because it has the 
easiest way to attract billions 
of dollars in international 
investment to build pan-
African platform.
“The tremendous growth in 
digital technology around the 
world, and also in Africa, 
offers us a new opportunity 

to take another look at our 
capacity to deliver. Take 
batteries for instance, whose 
prices have dropped by 97% 
since 1991, fuelling a massive 
Greentech revolution in many 
parts of the world and 
between just 2017 and 2022, 
the cost of electronic data 
storage has dropped by more 
than 56%. 
“We now have at our 
fingertips, provided we are 
willing to exercise our minds, 
all the computing and digital 
resources we need to 
overcome many of the 
coordination problems that 
have made the implementation 
of some of the grand plans for 
a single African market so 
elusive. With a common digital 
platform, it is easier today to 
optimise maritime, aviation 
and ground intermodal 
transport and logistics 
resources than it was in the 

 65-year-old Agovernment of 

Ghana bondholder, 

Larry Jiagge has said that he 

will consider committing 

suicide if the government 

goes ahead to include 

individual bonds in its 

Domestic Debt Exchange 

Programme.

The pensioner in an interview 

with Joynews said he 

invested his severance 

package into government 

bonds and that he will face 

serious challenges if his 

coupons are withheld.

According to Mr. Jaigge who 

depends on his coupons for 

feeding and medication, the 

government is not being 

transparent.

“Why can't they 

(government) be very specific 

and tell us that if we don't 

participate we will lose our 

money, then some of us will commit 

suicide rather than go through the 

pain.”

“The information out there is very 

minimal. You will talk to your 

bankers and they will tell you that is 

all the information we have, this is 

what we've been told. We are also 

waiting for additional information,” 

he said.

The government of Ghana, as part 

of its Domestic Debt Exchange 

Programme, has outlined a 15-year 

plan in which domestic bondholders 

will have the maturity of their 

investments spread over the period.

But according to the pensioner, he 

is not certain about living up to 15 

years.

“I am 65 and assuming they spread 

my bond for 15 years, I will be 80 

years old then, and very few men in 

my family cross 80. Am I going to 

access my capital in my grave? 

Those taking this decision, are they 

thinking about pensioners, grown 

past. 
“With digital business models, it 
is much easier today to attract 
billions of dollars in international 
investment to build pan-African 
platforms than it was in the past. 
With digital analytics 
infrastructure, it is also easier 
today to mobilise millions of 
micro traders to explore new 
sourcing opportunities in every 
corner of Africa than it was in the 
past” she added. 

people who have to buy drugs? The 

unemployed who lost their jobs 

during the financial sector 

restructuring and whatever they have 

they invested in government 

securities? Have we committed any 

crime?” he asked.

Meanwhile, the Ghana Individual 

Bondholders Forum (IBF), a group of 

voluntary bondholders, has also 

urged individual bondholders to 

reject and refrain from complying 

with the mandatory deadline 

imposed under the Domestic Debt 

Exchange (DDE) programme.

“This arrangement irreversibly takes 

away the wealth and livelihoods of 

direct and indirect individual 

bondholders whose only crime has 

been to trust their government. Tied 

to this is a mandatory deadline which 

compels holders to either accept the 

government's offer or risk the threat 

of prohibitive losses,” the IBF has 

said.
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he 2nd Accused person Tin the case in which 
some 14 persons are 

standing trial for the death of 
Military Officer Major Maxwell 
Mahama has told the court 
that he threw a stone at the 
late soldier.
Bernard Asamoah, an Okada 
rider said, before that incident 
when he was charged, he had 
not been involved in any other 
criminal case.
The 22-year-old who is 
currently mounting his 
defence to the charges of 
conspiracy and murder said 

the statement taken from him 
by the police did not reflect 
what he told them.
He also told the court that he 
panicked before the police 
when he was threatened to 
speak the truth.
Asamoah is the second 
accused person after William 
Baah to open a defence before 
the High Court in Accra 
presided over by Justice 
Mariama Owusu, a Justice of 
the Supreme Court sitting with 
additional responsibility as a 
High Court judge.

Source -- starrfm.com.gh

65-Year-Old Pensioner Threatens To Commit Suicide 

Over Govt's Debt Exchange Programme

Nothing Will Stop Ghana's Progress In 
Digital System – Ursula Owusu-Ekuful

Ursula Owusu, Minster of CommunicationUrsula Owusu, Minster of CommunicationUrsula Owusu, Minster of Communication

 Stoned Major Mahama – 
Second Accused Tells Court

https://starrfm.com.gh/
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rivate legal practitioner, PGabby Asare Otchere-
Darko has advanced 

reasons for which individual 
bondholders are supposed to 
welcome the debt restructuring 
offer from the government.
According to him, the Ghanaian 
economy could crash if the 
bondholders do not quickly 
accept the offer as outlined by 
the Ministry of Finance.
Gabby, in a series of posts on 
social media, warned against 
the agitations surrounding the 
deal and encouraged the 
bondholders to play their role 
in the Domestic Debt Exchange 
Programme (DDEP).
“Ghana is in a very difficult 
place. What we are seeing with 
the mobilisation of agitation on 

individual bondholders poses a 
real and serious risk worse 
than what we witnessed when 
opposition to E-Levy succeeded 
in derailing an already shaky 
macroeconomic situation from 
2021,” portions of his tweets 
read.
“The debt exchange 
programme is voluntary for 
individual bondholders but a 
very necessary evil for our 
economy.
“Its success is critical to 
restoring macroeconomic 
stability, securing an IMF prog. 
It hits those of us holding 
bonds very hard. A straight no 
to it is no solution!”, Mr 
Otchere-Darko stressed.
“If the no-compromise 
opposition to it wins, what 

then has been achieved? It 
may lead to national debt 
default.
“So what then happens to the 
value of your bonds after! 
Potentially worthless. If 
participation is low, we 
jeopardize resolving the 
economic crisis and hardships”, 
he wrote.
Gabby Otchere-Darko 
concluded his tweet storm by 
reminding Ghanaians that the 
country's economy is not in a 

good shape and that certain 
uncomfortable measures ought 
to be taken to restore it.
“I'm sorry but we have to face 
the hard/painful truths. We 
ain't sitting pretty. Our focus 
must be on how the burden to 
individual bondholders may be 
possibly eased; but not to take 
the hardline position of simply 
saying no to participation. It 
will come back to hit us 
harder!”.
Meanwhile, the invitation to 

the Domestic Debt Exchange 
Programme (DDEP) expires 
today, Monday, January 16, 
2023, at 4:00 p.m.
This comes after two 
extensions of the expiration 
date by the Finance Ministry.
The decision to include 
individual bondholders was 
necessitated after government 
was forced by labour unions to 
abandon plans to include 
pensions in the debt exchange 
programme which was first 
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ishop Dag Heward-Mills, Bfounder and Presiding 

Bishop of the United 

Denominations Originating from the 

Lighthouse Group, brought his 

experience in building and 

architecture to bear in one of his 

letters to the Executive Director of 

the National Cathedral project.

In a letter dated June 22, 2022, and 

written on the letterhead of the 

Ghana Charismatic Bishops' 

Conference, Heward-Mills lamented 

about corporate governance issues 

and instances of sidelining of the 

Board of Trustees in key decisions 

around the project.

In addressing the subject of the way 

forward for the project, he advanced 

that building the cathedral at the 

estimated cost of US$350 million was 

attainable especially because the 

trustees were originally supposed to 

raise only 3% of the total sum.

Call to review cost and design of 

project

He emphasized that the challenges 

with raising necessary funding meant 

that the project design and cost 

needed to be reviewed.

“I suggest that the design of the 

National Cathedral be overhauled to 

make it possible to build it under our 

present circumstances. The design can 

be made to look almost exactly as it 

has been presented by Sir David 

Adjaye and just as the president has 

approved.

“Many design details can be made to 

make this Cathedral buildable and 

affordable. I would personally offer 

to engage and discuss with these 

consultants if my services are 

needed or wanted.

“The cost of the National Cathedral 

Project should be completely 

overhauled. Instead of building a 

USD350m church, I suggest that the 

Cathedral should be built at a 

fraction of this cost.

List of major buildings built at less 

than US$350m

Heward-Mills also listed a number of 

public buildings that had been 

built at a fraction of the US$350 

million dollars the Cathedral was 

estimated to cost.

“You will recall that I pointed out 

that many of the huge projects in 

Ghana including Villagio, Ecobank 

Headquarters, Jubilee House, 

Ministry of Defense, Airport 

Terminal Three, National Theatre, 

One Airport Square and Accra 

Mall; have been built at a fraction 

of the amount we are quoting for 

the Cathedral.

“From my experience in building, 

we can still build the Cathedral at 

a fraction of the cost. The cost of 

USD350m by the church is 

unattainable, indeed our 

Executive Director has told us we 

are expected to raise only 3% of 

the money,” he stressed.

Heward-Mills officially resigns as 

trustee

Two months after his letter, 

Heward-Mills tendered his 

resignation as a trustee of the 

project stressing that he still 

believed in the project and will 

consider returning if concerns he 

had raised were addressed.

The resignation letter handed in 

last year was only recently leaked 

to the media.

In it, he emphasized that he 

believed in the project and the 

vision of the president and was 

ready to support it in any way to 

see it to its fruition.

Heward-Mills Lists Public Buildings That Cost Less Than The US$350m National Cathedral

Gabby Otchere-Darko Says Ghana's Economy Could Crash If Bondholders Do Not Accept DDEP 

Gabby Asare Otchere-Darko, a leading member of the New Patriotic Party
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rom all the excited Fcries echoing from the 
red tide that took over 

Brasília during Luiz Inácio 
Lula da Silva's (known as 
Lula)  as the inauguration
Brazilian President on 
January 1, 2023, the most 
significant—and challenging, 
especially from the 
institutional stance of the 
new government—was the 
call for “no amnesty!” The 
crowds chanting those 
words were referring to the 
crimes perpetrated by the 
military dictatorship in Brazil 
from 1964 to 1985 that still 
remain unpunished. Lula 
paused his speech, to let the 
voices be heard, and 
followed up with a strong 
but restrained  message
about accountability.
Lula's restraint shows his 
respect for the civic 
limitation of the executive, 
standing in sharp contrast to 
former Brazilian President 
Jair Bolsonaro's notion of 
statesmanship. After all, one 
of the characteristics that 
allow us to properly qualify 
“ ” as fascism is Bolsonarismo
the deliberate 
amalgamation between the 
institutional exercise of 
power and counter-
institutional militancy. As a 
president, Bolsonaro went 
beyond mixing those roles; 
he occupied the state in 
constant opposition against 
the state itself. He 

dictatorship. From that day 
until Bolsonaro's last public 
appearance—after which he 
fled the country to make his 
way to Orlando, Florida 
before Lula's 
inauguration—the only 
opportunity he ever had to 
stage his electoral persona 
was by  his instigating
supporters through 
incendiary speeches. That 
combination led to an 
impotent government, run 
by someone who 
encouraged his supporters 
to cheer for him using the 
ridiculously macho 
nickname “Imbrochável,” 
which translates to 
“ .”unfloppable
By endorsing the need for 
accountability while 
respecting the solemnity of 
the presidency and allowing 
people to call for “no 
amnesty,” Lula restores 
some normality to the 
dichotomy that exists 
between the 
representative/represented 
within the framework of a 
liberal bourgeois 
democracy. A small gesture, 
but one that will help 
establish the necessary 
institutional trust for 
fascism to be scrutinized. 
Now, the ball is in the court 
of the organized left; the 
urgency and radicality of 
the accountability depend 

constantly attributed his 
ineptitude as a leader to the 
restrictions imposed by the 
democratic institutions of 
the republic.
While Bolsonaro projected 
an image of being a 
strongman in front of 
cameras, which eventually 
helped him climb the ladder 
of power, he maintained a 
low profile in Congress and 
his three-decade-long 
congressional tenure is a 
testament to his political 
and administrative 
irrelevance. His weak 
exercise of power revealed 
his inadequacy as a leader 
when he finally took over as 
president. Bolsonaro 
catapulted to notoriety 
when he  for cast his vote
impeaching former 
President Dilma Rousseff in 
2016.
Before casting his vote, 
Bolsonaro took that 
opportunity to pay homage 
to Colonel Carlos Alberto 
Brilhante Ustra, “convicted 
of torture” during the 
military dictatorship, whom 
he jestingly referred to as 
“the dread of Dilma 
Rousseff!”; Ustra was 
responsible for 
systematically  the torturing
former head of state when 
she, then a young Marxist 
guerrilla, was jailed by the 

on its ability to theoretically 
and politically 
consubstantiate the slogan 
“no amnesty.”
No amnesty for whom? And 
for what? What kind of 
justice should be served to 
the enemies of the working 
class? To the former health 
minister who,  to claiming
be an expert in logistics, 
turned Manaus, the capital 
city of Amazonas into a 
“herd immunity test 
laboratory” to deal with a 
collapsing health care 
system during the peak of 
the COVID outbreak in 
Brazil; To the former 
environment minister who 
sanctioned the brutal 
colonization of Indigenous 
lands by changing 
environmental legislation; 
To a government who 
supported expanding 
civilian access to army-level 
weaponry; To the national 
gun manufacturer who 
endorsed such political 
aberration and promoted 
weapons sale; To the health 
insurance company that 
conducted unconsented 
drug tests on elderly 
citizens, while espousing to 
the motto, “death is a form 
of discharge”; To Bolsonaro 
himself, who among so 
many crimes, decided to 
repeatedly deny science 
and 
advertisehydroxychloroquin
e and azithromycin as cures 
to COVID-19; To the 
chancellor who used the 
Itamaraty (Brazil's 
equivalent of the US State 
Department) to 
intentionally marginalize 
Brazil in the international 
community; To the media 
owners who  or endorsed
tolerated all that 
misanthropy, whitewashing 
fascist rhetoric, and offered 
a megaphone for amplifying 
racism, sexism, LGBT 
phobia, and, underlying 
them all, the brutal 
classicism.
The list goes on. There are 

so many crimes, so many 
delinquent individuals and 
corporations, and so many 
victims—starting with the 
deaths of innocent people 
because of COVID and the 
trauma suffered by their 
families and spreading to 
all vulnerable populations: 
Indigenous people, the 
Black population, 
Maroons, and 
LGBTQIA+—that a 
dedicated agency to 
investigate and prosecute 
them all is necessary. 
Perhaps the substance we 
must inject into the cry for 
“no amnesty” is the 
establishment of a special 
court. As suggested by 
professor Lincoln Secco, 
that should be the Manaus 
Tribunal, named after the 
city that was used as a 
testing ground for 
Bolsonaro's anti-vax 
propaganda, where 
patients were left to die at 
the height of the COVID 
pandemic. And hopefully, 
the Manaus Tribunal, 
observing all the rites, all 
the civility, and all the legal 
requirements will be 
capable of bringing about 
the historic outcome the 
Constitutional Assembly of 
1988 fell short of 
delivering: close the doors 
of Brazilian institutions to 
fascism, forever.
Gabriel Rocha Gaspar is a 
Marxist Brazilian activist 
and journalist, with a 
master's degree in 
literature from the 
Sorbonne Nouvelle Paris 3 
University. For five years, 
he was a reporter at the 
French public radio RFI, 
while also working as a 
foreign affairs 
correspondent for several 
Brazilian media outlets. 
Currently, he is a columnist 
at .Mídia Ninja
This article was produced 
by .Globetrotter
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A Criminal Attack On Democracy: Why Brazil's Fascists Should Not Get Amnesty

 By Gabriel Rocha Gasper 

Pro-democracy protesters in São Paulo following the January 8 right-wing attacks on Brasília (Photo: Michelle 
Guimarães/Estudantes NINJA). From all the excitement echoing from the red tide that took over during Lula's inauguration as 
Brazil's President, the most significant was the call for “no amnesty”
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he former Czech TRepublic Prime Minister, 
Andrej Babiš has set the 

scene for a bitter presidential 
election showdown dominated 
by rows over the country's 
communist past by comparing 
his rival to Vladimir Putin after 
a surprise first-round poll 
defeat.
Final tallies after polls closed 
on Saturday showed Babiš 
finishing a close second to Gen 
Petr Pavel, a former army chief 
of staff and Nato military chair, 

propelling the pair into a head-
to-head ballot on 27-28 
January for the right to 
succeed Miloš Zeman as Czech 
president.
In an eight-strong field, Pavel 
won 35.4% of the vote, 
compared with 34.99% for 
Babiš, with turnout recorded 
at 68.23%. The only female 
candidate, the economist and 
academic Danuše Nerudová, 
who was running neck-and-
neck with the pair in pre-
election surveys, finished a 

distant third on 13.9%.
Despite the close margin of 
defeat, the result left the 
billionaire Babiš facing an 
uphill struggle to win over the 
extra voters needed to prevail 
in the runoff, especially after 
Nerudová and two other 
losing candidates, Pavel 
Fischer and Marek Hilšer, 
immediately endorsed Pavel 
after their defeats.

Reflecting the lengthening 

odds against him, the 68-year-

old launched a vitriolic attack 

on Pavel in a post-results press 

conference, taking aim at his 

rival's past Communist party 

membership and participation 

in a military intelligence 

training course before the 

1989 velvet revolution that 

heralded the end of 

communism in the former 

Czechoslovakia.

Painting Pavel as a 

“government nominee” and 

ex-communist intelligence 

officer, Babiš told journalists: 

“Do you know who else is an 

intelligence officer at the head 

of state? Russian president 

Vladimir Putin. Putin was 

dropped off and deployed as a 

KGB agent in the 1980s in 

Berlin. This is what Mr Pavel 

was prepared for, to be 

planted in the rear of the 

enemy, to get people there to 

cooperate.”

Babiš, who owns two daily 

newspapers and the country's 

biggest commercial radio 

station, also claimed plans 

were afoot to release 

“compromising” material 

including doctored 

photographs, and allegations 

linking him to the KGB.

His broadside was met with 

widespread ridicule, with critics 

highlighting Babiš's past links to 

the communist-era secret 

police, the StB, for which he 

acted as an informant, 

according to documents upheld 

as authentic by the 

constitutional court in his 

native Slovakia.. 

Jiří Pehe, a political analyst and 

the director of New York 

University in Prague, said Babiš 

was trying to persuade liberal-

minded supporters of the 

candidates who had backed 

Pavel to abstain in the second 

round.
“The three candidates who 
endorsed Pavel won 1.2m votes 
between them and Babiš is 
doing everything in his power 
to convince those voters that 
Pavel is just another a former 
communist apparatchik and 
spy,” he said. “But unless 
something totally unexpected 
happens, Pavel is going to win. 
To cross the 50%-plus-one 
threshold, he needs roughly 
500,000 more votes when he 
has 1.2m at his disposal.”

Czech Presidential Election: Babiš Likens Rival To Putin After First-Round Defeat

By Robert Tait, Prague 
 

Andrej Babiš has set the scene for a bitter presidential election showdown. Photograph: Martin 

Divíšek/EPA. Ex-PM ratchets up rhetoric after surprise loss to former army chief and Nato military chair 

Gen Petr Pavel

NDC Flagbearer Hopefuls To Pay GH¢500,000 As Filing Fee
rospective Pcandidates of the 

upcoming National 

Democratic Congress (NDC) 

presidential Primaries have 

an amount of GH¢30,000 

and GH¢500,000 to pay as 

filing fees and registration 

forms respectively.

This was announced by the 

NDC General Secretary, Fifi 

Fiavi Kwetey, at a press 

conference at the NDC 

headquarters in Accra on 

Wednesday, January 18, 

2023.

The opposition National 

Democratic Congress (NDC) 

has set May 13, 2023, as a 

date to elect their 

flagbearer.

Prospective candidates of 

the upcoming National 

Democratic Congress (NDC) 

Parliamentary Primaries will 

also pay 169757340,000 and 

16975735,000 as filing fees 

and registration forms 

respectively.

The party will also elect 

parliamentary candidates for 

various constituencies 

across the country on the 

same day.

The election of the 

Parliamentary Candidate shall 

be held at a venue within the 

Constituency as determined 

by the Constituency 

Executive Committee in 

consultation with the 

Regional Executive 

Committee (REC) of the 

respective region.

Fifi Kwetey further added 

that, per the calendar of 

events of the primaries, 

forms will be available for 

pickup from February 22 to 

24th February in all 

constituency offices.

Submission of forms is also 

scheduled for 20 to 22 of 

March 2023, vetting, 27 to 

29 of March, appeal, March 

30 to April, and elections May 

13, 2023.
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