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 Dormaahene, NPP Bigwig Want Akufo-Addo To Put Project On Hold 

Osagyefo Oseadeeyo Agyemang Badu I President Nana Addo Dankwa Akufo-Addo Nana Obiri Boahen

ormaahene, Osagyefo DOseadeeyo Agyemang 
Badu I, has called on 

President Nana Akufo-Addo to put 
the construction of the National 
Cathedral of Ghana on hold.
Dormaahene, who is the President 
of the Bono Regional House of 
Chief, said that the Cathedral 
project cannot be a priority of the 

government, given the difficulties 
Ghanaians are facing.
Osagyefo Agyemang Badu I, while 
addressing the media, added that 
the project can continue once the 
country is out of the woods and 
Akufo-Addo should not be the one 
who has to necessarily complete it.
“One of the things Ghanaians are 
asking me to talk to the president 

about is the National Cathedral. He 
(Akufo-Addo) swore to God to build a 
National Cathedral when he becomes 
president which is a good thing.
 “However, given the economic 
difficulties Ghanaians are facing 
around this time, the people have 
asked me to tell you (Akufo-Addo) to 
put the project on hold. It is your  

Planned Strike Over Pension 'Haircut'

Health Sector Workers 
Ask Nurses To Follow Road 
Map For Industrial Action

President Akufo-Addo
Presents Head Of State
Award To Business Mogul
Dr. Ernest Ofori Sarpong 

President Nana Addo Dankwa Akufo-Addo 

he Chief Executive Officer T(CEO) of Special Group Of 
Companies, Dr. Ofori Sarpong 

has been honoured by the Head of 
State Award Scheme.
The businessman was honored with 
a Life Icons award at the event which 
was held at the Jubilee House in 
Accra.
The award was personally presented 
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GLOBAL NEWS
Presented By SPUTNIK International

ASHINGTON (Sputnik) - The WUnited States will provide an 
additional $1.85 billion in 

military assistance for Ukraine that will 
include a Patriot air defense system, US 
Secretary of State Antony Blinken said on 
Wednesday.
"$1.85 Billion in Additional US Military 
Assistance, Including the  of First Transfer
Patriot Air Defense System," Blinken said 
in a press release.
Earlier in the day, the White House 
announced that US President Joe Biden 
authorized the drawdown of up to $1 
billion in additional security assistance for 
Ukraine.
"I hereby delegate to the Secretary of 
State the authority under section 
506(a)(1) of the FAA to direct the 
drawdown of up to $1 billion in defense 
articles and services of the Department of 
Defense, and military education and 
training, to provide assistance to Ukraine 
and to make the determinations required 
under such section to direct such a 
drawdown," Biden said in a press release.

Biden is expected to announce a total of 

nearly $2 billion in new assistance for 

Ukraine, which will include a Patriot air 

defense system. Zelensky is due to visit the White 

House on Wednesday afternoon.

More Than 500 US, NATO Satellites, Alliance 
Officers Working For Kiev, Says Shoigu

OSCOW (Sputnik) - NATO officers, Martillerymen and other specialists 

are in the combat zone in Ukraine, 

more than 500 US and NATO satellites are 

working for Kiev, Russian Defense Minister 

Sergei Shoigu said on Wednesday.

"It should be noted that NATO officers, 

artillerymen and other specialists are in the 

combat zone. More than 500 US and NATO 

spacecraft are operating in the interests of the 

Ukrainian military, over 70 of them are military, 

the rest are dual–use," Shoigu said.

The sixth Kupol satellite has been launched into 

space, which will ensure continuous monitoring 

of missile-prone areas in the Northern 

Hemisphere, Shoigu said.

"The sixth Kupol spacecraft has been launched, 

which allows for continuous monitoring of 

missile-prone areas in the Northern 

Hemisphere," Shoigu said at a collegium 

meeting at the Defense Ministry.

The supplies of hypersonic Kinzhal and Zircon 

missile systems to the Russian army will be 

increased in 2023, Shoigu added.

"To increase [in 2023] the supply of high-

precision hypersonic missile systems Kinzhal 

and Zircon. Continue working on other 

promising models," Shoigu said.

Taking into account the  expansion of NATO

and the build-up of the potential of the 

alliance's countries, it is necessary to take 

retaliatory measures to create an 

appropriate grouping of troops in Russia's 

north-west, Sergei Shoigu said.

"Given NATO's desire to build up military 

potential near the Russian borders, as well 

as to expand the North Atlantic Alliance at 

the expense of Finland and Sweden, 

retaliatory measures are required to create 

an appropriate grouping of troops in 

northwestern Russia," Shoigu said.

It will be necessary to create two new inter-

service strategic territorial associations of 

the Armed Forces — the Moscow and 

Leningrad military districts,  added.Shoigu

US Announces $1.85Bn In New Military Aid 
For Ukraine, Including Patriot System: Blinken
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THIS IS WORRYING! 
ecent happenings in the state of Palestine Rregarding the annexation of lands and the 
committal of atrocities by Israeli forces to say 

the least is highly repugnant.
Never a day passes without one form of violence or 
assault being perpetuated by Israel against the 
people of Palestine.
These acts including seizure of Palestinian lands 
have been carried out with the highest level of 
impunity, apparently due to the support provided 
by America.   
Across the West Bank and other occupied 
territories, there have been protests over plans by 
Israel to annex more of such lands.
Clearly, this show of impunity and disregard for 
international law is highly condemnable and 
unacceptable.  
There is no denying the fact that the Israeli 
authorities' constant destruction of Palestinian 
homes in Occupied West Bank for new Jewish 
settlement has been done with the full support of 
the United States, in spite of persistent international 
condemnation of such lawless and dastardly acts.
Apart from the West Bank's Area C, Gaza has also 
been turned into a huge killing field as Israel has 
over the years committed acts of genocide with 
impunity.
Nobody has been spared the atrocities of the Zionist 
state which has killed women and children, the old 
and the young, abled and bodied persons and 
people with disability.
We firmly believe that Israel is emboldened to carry 
out these atrocities because of the support it 
receives from the US and its surrogates around the 
world.
Undoubtedly, what the world expect to see is the 
easing of tension and an end to the brutalities in 
Palestine. 

https://sputniknews.com/20221215/us-military-expert-on-why-patriot-systems-wont-be-game-changer-in-ukraine-1105500192.html
https://sputniknews.com/20221219/finland-mulls-relaxing-arms-export-rules-to-turkey-to-secure-nato-bid-1105575292.html
https://sputniknews.com/20221206/ukraine-lost-over-8300-military-149-tanks-300-combat-vehicles-in-november-shoigu-1105095017.html
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initiative, no one can take it away 

from you but don't use the 

national coffers to build a 

cathedral.

“.. tell him to focus on economic 

recovery so that in good time even 

if he is not able to complete it, any 

of these brothers (successors) 

could do so. That is what 

Ghanaians want me to tell you,” he 

said in Twi.

Dormaahene's comments 

come at a time when Nana 

Obiri Boahen, Lawyer and 

former Deputy General 

Secretary of the ruling New 

Patriotic Party (NPP), has also 

called for the suspension of 

the cathedral project saying it 

is ridiculous and shameful 

how the government is keen 

on spending a whopping 

Gh¢80

million to build a house for God 

when the 'worshippers are 

hungry'.

“Who is complaining?” he 

questioned on NEAT FM's 

morning show, 'Ghana Montie' 

last Wednesday.

The outspoken Lawyer 

wondered why top pastors who 

double as board members for 

from front page

by President Nana Akufo-Addo to 

 Dr. Ofori Sarpong.

According to the award scheme's 

website, “The Award Scheme is a 

leading structured (non-formal 

education) youth development 

program, empowering all young 

people aged 14-24 to explore their 

full potential and find their true 

purpose, passion and place in the 

world, regardless of their location 

or circumstance. The Award 

Scheme is a fully inclusive program 

and has no social, political, or 

religious affiliations.”

About Dr Ernest Ofori Sarpong

Dr Ofori Sarpong is an astute 

businessman of many years' 

experience. Born some 47 years ago 

and a proud product of 

Presbyterian Boys Secondary School 

(Presec), has an amazing business 

career in the small and medium 

scale industry and an up and 

coming industrialist. 

In the 1990s he formed the 

SARPONG VENTURES LTD, an 

import and trading business, 

worked very hard and in no time 

became very renown in the 

Central District of Accra.

He set up the SPECIAL 

INVESTMENTS LTD which is a real 

estate and construction business 

and can boast of a significant 

number of estate houses and 

apartments in very strategic area 

of the city and numerous office 

complexes and shops. 

In conjunction with a very close 

friend of his, Dr Osei-Kwame 

Despite (a.k.a Despite), they 

formed the United 2 Co. Ltd 

which is a holding company for 

the U2 SALT LTD – a 600 acre salt 

mining company and a refinery at 

Winneba in the Central Region. 

They again co- partnered in 

setting up a television station by 

name UNITED TELEVISION (UTV Ltd) 

which is currently one of the leading 

TV stations in the country. Dr Ernest 

Ofori-Sarpong, who has had the 

dream of becoming a big time 

industrialist, solely proceeded to 

form a mineral water company, 

SPECIAL ICE LTD which can currently 

boast of two factories in Accra and 

Kumasi. 

In the very short life of Special Ice 

Ltd, the product won an 

unprecedented award as the best 

mineral water for 2013 and is not 

resting in achieving greater laurels. 

Once again, in collaboration with his 

good partner, Ernest and his co-

partner have recently set up a 

savings and loans company called 

BEST POINT SAVINGS AND LOANS CO. 

LTD for which he is the Board 

Chairman, with this savings and loans 

company already becoming a highly 

recognized financial institution.

Dr Ofori-Sarpong, a recent recipient 

NATIONAL CATHEDRAL 
 
Dormaahene, NPP Bigwig Want Akufo-Addo To Put Project On Hold 

the National Cathedral are not 

speaking against the 

reprehensible move by the Nana 

Addo-led administration.

e also Nana Obiri Boahen

questioned the National 

Cathedral board for their lavish 

trips to solicit for funds for the 

cathedral.

“I read somewhere in an article 

that they fly in first class/business 

class to beg for money for the 

construction of the cathedral. 

They won't sit in economy . . . 

who flies in style to beg and build 

God's House?” he asked.

“The GH¢80 million allocated for 

the construction of the National 

Cathedral is even more than the 

money allocated to the Agric 

ministry,” he bemoaned, adding 

that do you have to be a member 

of the NPP, NDC or CPP before 

questioning it?

"The truth of the matter is that 

African intellectuals are not 

prepared to accept the truth, 

sincerity and honesty," he told 

McJerry Osei-Agyemang of Neat 

FM.

Meanwhile, Parliament's Trades 

and Industry Committee has 

suspended the approval process 

for an amount of GH¢80 million 

allocated for the construction of 

the National Cathedral.

Tamale Central Member of 

Parliament, Ibrahim Murtala 

Mohammed, who disclosed the 

development to Accra-based 

JoyNews on December 13, said 

the suspension will be in place till 

justification for the allocation is 

made.

“What the Committee decided 

was that we cannot just approve 

this GH¢80 million, we must know 

how the other GH¢339 million 

was spent. What did it constitute?

“The GH¢80 million you want us 

to approve, how did it find space 

in the budget line of the Ministry 

of Tourism when the Minister and 

the directors could not speak to 

the questions we were asking? 

What constitutes the GH¢80 

million, they should give us a 

breakdown,” he stressed.

President Akufo-Addo Presents Head Of State Award To Business Mogul Dr. Ernest Ofori Sarpong 

of 'The Best Manufacturing 

Entrepreneur Award for 2014. 

The Peristrofi World Honorary 

International Award Conference 

bestowed on him an Honorary 

Ambassador of Business 

Entrepreneur in West Africa.  

He has been conferred with a 

Doctorate Degree of Philosophy 

in Law from Barkley University 

for his contribution to the socio-

economic development of 

Ghana. 

Again, he has been decorated 

with the Highest Distinction of 

Global Dignity Awards for 

Service to Humanity at the 

United Nations, New York with 

the Proclamation by the Senate 

of New York.

The business mogul has received 

lots of recognitions and awards 

locally and internationally and 

has attended various local and 

international conferences, 

seminars and business 

workshops among others.

He is a Honorary Fellow 

Chartered Institute of Credit 

Management Ghana. Honorary 

Member, Ghana Institute of 

Journalism.

The President of East Legon 

Executive Fitness Club.

The Global President of Presec 

Old Boys Association.

The Board Chairman Governing 

Council Presec

The Board Chairman Emy Awards

He has been appointed to the 

Board of National COVID Trust 

Fund of Ghana by the President 

of Ghana.

Dr. Oforo Sarpong is a God 

fearing man and a good Christian 

brought up in the Presbyterian 

way. He is blessed with a pretty 

wife and three lovely children.

from front page
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Nurses Unions In India Demand Active Participation In Formulation Of Workforce Policies

n Monday, December O19, nursing unions and 

associations across India 

wrote an open letter to the 

Ministry of Health and Family 

Welfare (MoHFW) demanding 

active consultation in drafting the 

ministry's guidelines on the 

working conditions of nurses 

across private- and public-sector 

establishments.

The letter (the text of which can 

be accessed ) was signed by here

11 unions, including the United 

Nurses Association (UNA), the All 

India Government Nurses 

Federation (AIGNF), and the 

Association of Railway Nurses of 

India (ARNI). It notes that “the 

government developed this draft 

without any consultation with the 

unions and associations that 

represent the nursing workforce 

of the country,” instead regarding 

them as “passive participants” in 

the development of the draft.

The draft guidelines released by 

the MoHFW aim to address the 

conditions of work of nursing 

personnel across both public and 

private sector establishments. 

Some of the provisions proposed 

in the guidelines include creches 

in every healthcare institution, 

an annual health checkup, fixed 

40-hour work weeks, 

compensated leave for additional 

hours worked during 

emergencies, and mandatory 

housing for nursing staff on 

campus. 

The draft guidelines proposed 

cite the World Health 

Organization's (WHO) Global 

Strategy on  'Human Resources 

for Health: Workforce 2030' 

report, which calls for upholding 

“the personal, employment and 

professional rights of the health 

workforce, including safe and 

decent working environments 

and freedom from all kinds of 

discrimination, coercion, and 

violence.”

While welcoming the government's 

initiative to address the conditions 

of nurses, who have worked 

through the COVID-19 pandemic 

under difficult conditions, the 

unions expressed disappointment 

at the government's failure to 

engage them as “active decision 

makers” while developing the draft. 

They suggest that the guidelines 

could go further in “mandating 

nurse-to-patient ratios, addressing 

the issue of increasing 

contractualization of nursing 

workforces in private hospitals, 

accountability measures, especially 

for the private sector to ensure 

implementation of the provisions, 

among other gaps.” 

The unions have stated that “a 

policy on working conditions of 

nursing personnel will be crucial in 

setting standards for the sector and 

requires more extensive planning 

and consultation, especially with 

the nursing workforce who have 

expertise in identifying relevant 

concerns and ways in which 

they can be addressed.” 

Raman Kannan, sub-regional 

secretary for South Asia at 

Public Services International, 

said that “nurses deserve more 

than applause. They deserve no 

less than their right to secure 

and safe working conditions, 

living wages, training and 

professional development. They 

deserve respect and to have 

their collective voice respected 

when forming policies that 

impact on them.” 

Unions have urged the 

Narendra Modi-led government 

at the center to conduct a joint 

consultation with nursing 

unions and nursing workforce 

representatives to develop and 

finalize the guidelines.

Public Services International (PSI) sub-regional secretary for South Asia, Raman Kannan. (Photo: PSI). The 

Ministry of Health and Family Welfare had released draft guidelines on the working conditions of nursing 

personnel across both public and private sector establishments in August. Nurses' unions have complained that 

the draft was developed without any meaningful consultation with them

Tunisian Parliamentary Elections See Voter Turnout Of Less Than 9% 

nly 8.8% of all Oeligible voters 
turned up to cast 

their votes in the first 
legislative elections held 
under the new constitution 
and new electoral law in 

Tunisia on Saturday, December 
17, according to Tunisia's 
Independent High Authority 
for Elections (ISIE). 
ISIE  of published the figure
just 8.8% voter turnout after 
the closing of voting on 

Saturday. It said that a total of 
just over 800,000 voters had 
cast their votes in the election, 
out of over 9.3 million 
registered voters.   
There were over 1,000 
candidates running for 161 
seats in the parliament. 
According to the results 
declared so far, candidates 
were able to secure clear 
victories in only 21 electoral 
districts. There are over 133 
constituencies that will require 
runoff elections, to be held 
later, before a clear winner can 
be announced. In some 
constituencies, there were no 
candidates at all. 
The low voter turnout and lack 

of candidates is attributed to 
a  near unanimous call for the 
boycottof the elections by 
Tunisia's major political 
parties. Most political parties 
have opposed President Kais 
Saied's dissolution of the 
previous parliament and his 
introduction of a new 
constitution as well as a new 
set of electoral laws. Their 
calls to boycott the 
referendum for the new 
constitution had also resulted 
in a low voter turnout, with 
only around 30% of the 
electorate voting in the 
referendum in July. 
Hailing the people's active 
adherence to the call for 

boycott, the Tunisian 
Workers Party issued a 
statement claiming that the 
low voter turnout “reveals 
the electoral farce.” It 
asserted that the mass 
boycott of the elections 
erased any claims to 
legitimacy that Saied's coup 
regime might have had, and 
demanded his resignation.
The main opposition party, 
the Islamist Ennahda and 
other parties also issued 
calls for Saied's resignation, 
claiming that he had no 
legitimacy. They also called 
for fresh protests in the 
coming days. 

President of the Independent High Authority for the Elections (ISIE) Farouk Bouasker at a press briefing on 
December 17. (Photo: TAP). These were the first parliamentary elections held under President Kais Saied's new 
political system. All of Tunisia's major political parties had called for a boycott of the elections 
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https://publicservices.international/resources/news/nurses-unions-in-india-demand-a-voice-in-nursing-workforce-policies?id=13556&lang=en
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https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/250368/9789241511131-eng.pdf
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https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/runoffs-due-most-tunisian-districts-controversial-parliament-election-2022-12-19/
https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/runoffs-due-most-tunisian-districts-controversial-parliament-election-2022-12-19/
https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/runoffs-due-most-tunisian-districts-controversial-parliament-election-2022-12-19/
https://www.al-monitor.com/originals/2022/11/few-candidates-run-tunisian-parliamentary-elections
https://www.al-monitor.com/originals/2022/11/few-candidates-run-tunisian-parliamentary-elections
https://peoplesdispatch.org/2022/12/14/tunisian-political-parties-term-upcoming-elections-illegitimate-and-call-for-boycott/
https://peoplesdispatch.org/2022/12/14/tunisian-political-parties-term-upcoming-elections-illegitimate-and-call-for-boycott/
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https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/runoffs-due-most-tunisian-districts-controversial-parliament-election-2022-12-19/
https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/runoffs-due-most-tunisian-districts-controversial-parliament-election-2022-12-19/
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Health Sector Workers Ask Nurses To Follow Road Map For Industrial Action

Planned Strike Over Pension 'Haircut'

ealth Sector Workers Hin the country have 
announced a 

roadmap for the industrial 
strike action by Organised 
Labour in protest against the 
government's intended Debt 
Exchange Programme.
The health sector workers, 
made up of the Ghana 
Medical Association (GMA), 
the Ghana Registered Nurses 
and Midwives Association 
(GRNMA), the Health Sector 
Workers' Union (HSWU) of 
TUC Ghana, and the 
Government and Hospital 
Pharmacists Association 
(GHOSPA), all constituent 
members of Organised 
Labour, reiterated that 
following a meeting held by 
Organised Labour on 
Monday, December 19, 
2022, it was agreed that an 
industrial strike will be 

embarked on.
It stressed that the "action 
has become necessary to 
press home our demand for 
the exemption of pension 
funds from the domestic 
debt exchange programme 
as announced by the Finance 
Minister."
It, therefore, entreated all 
health sector workers "to 
follow the outlined road map 
to ensure a smooth 
implementation of the 
strike."
According to the health 
sector workers, the industrial 
strike will take place as 
follows: "27 December 2022, 
withdrawal of all outpatient 
services; 2 January 2023, 
withdrawal of emergency 
services; 9 January 2023, 
withdrawal of all services."
Organised Labour has served 

notice of a nationwide strike 
beginning next week over the 
government's failure to 
exempt pension funds from 
the debt exchange programme 
that has been extended to 
next year.
The stipulated date for the 
strike is Tuesday, December 
27, 2022.
The Secretary-General of 
Organised Labour, Dr. Anthony 
Yaw Baah, made this known at 
a press briefing today, 
Monday, December 19, 2022.
He said the strike has been 
occasioned by the 
government's decision to 
introduce a debt exchange 
programme.
According to him, the strike 
will be in force until the 
government exempts pension 
funds from the planned debt 
exchange programme.

"We are asking the 
government to exempt us 
from the debt exchange 
programme.
"We have already told the 
world that if the government 
doesn't do that, we will advise 
ourselves.
"Today, we are here to 
announce the advice. The 
advice is very simple.
"We have all agreed that 

because the government has 
refused to grant our request, 
we have decided firmly that 
all workers of Ghana are going 
to strike on December 27, 
2022, and we will be on strike 
until our demands are met," 
Dr Yaw Baah vehemently 
noted.

National Cathedral Will Help Thank God For 'Sparing Us The Ravages Of Civil War' – Akufo-Addo

resident Nana PAkufo-Addo has 
defended the need 

to complete the 
construction of the 
National Cathedral.
He insists that the 
controversial project will 
signify an appreciation to 
God who he believes has 
spared the country from 
conflicts and plagues over 
the years.
According to him, the 
project whose 2023 
budgetary allocation 
approval has been 

suspended will be geared 
toward thanking God for 
“sparing us the ravages 
of civil war that have 
bedevilled the histories 
of virtually all our 
neighbours and the 
outbreak of deadly mass 
epidemics but also as a 
rallying point for the 
entire Christian 
community of Ghana, 
which represents 
seventy-plus per cent of 
the population.”
He spoke during the 
centenary celebration of 

the Ga Presbytery of the 
Presbyterian Church of 
Ghana at the Black Star 
Square in Accra on 
December 18.
Addressing the 
congregants, President 
Akufo-Addo further 
courted the support of 
Ghanaians to make the 
country a better place for 
all.
“I need the support of 
every Ghanaian, together 
with the prayers of the 
church, to help me and 
my government carry out 
our mandate 
successfully,” he added 
on Sunday.
Key among the clergy 
present at the event 
were the Moderator of 
the Presbyterian Church 
of Ghana, Rev. Prof. 
Joseph Obiri Yeboah 
Mante.
On December 13, the 
Trades and Industry 
Committee of Parliament 
put on hold the approval 

of ₵80 million allocated for 
the construction of the 
National Cathedral.
The allocation, which was 
made to the Ministry of 
Tourism (MoT), failed to 
receive endorsement by the 
Committee because 
members want more 
answers from the sector 
Minister.
According to Tamale Central 
MP, Murtala Mohammed 
who disclosed this to 
JoyNews, until the 
Committee is satisfied, they 
will approve the Ministry's 
estimates without the 
funds allocated to the 
National Cathedral.
“What the Committee 
decided was that we cannot 
just approve this GH₵80 
million, we must know how 
the other ¢339 million was 
spent. What did it 
constitute?
“The ¢80 million you want 
us to approve, how did it 
find space in the budget 

line of the Ministry of 
Tourism when the Minister 
and the directors could not 
speak to the questions we 
were asking? What 
constitutes the ¢80 million, 
they should give us a 
breakdown,” he disclosed in 
an interview with JoyNews.
In the wake of the economic 
downturn, many are asking 
why the construction of the 
National Cathedral remains 
the subject of big-ticket 
spending in the spending 
plans of the government.
Already, some ¢339 million 
has been spent on the 
project, an edifice that 
President Akufo-Addo says is 
his personal pledge to God.
But, the Okyehene, 
Osagyefuo Amoatia Ofori 
Panin II has pleaded support 
for the building of the 
National Cathedral so as not 
to bring shame to President 
Akufo-Addo.
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December 20, 2022. 

 
STATEMENT ON THE 
CONTINUING DESTABILISATION 
OF THE DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 
OF CONGO (DRC) BY M23 AND 
OTHER REBEL GROUPS 
The Socialist Movement of Ghana 
(SMG) is deeply worried by the 
destabilisation of the Democratic 
Republic of Congo (DRC) by the 
M23 and other rebel groups with 
the apparent support of some 
governments in the Great Lakes 
region. 
We note that on November 29, 
this year more than 120 civilians 
were massacred in an incursion 
into the village of Kishishe, in the 
Rutshuru territory in the North 
Kivu province. This information 
has already been confirmed by 
the United Nations Stabilisation 
Mission in the DRC, the 
International Conference on the 
Great Lakes Region, the 

Congolese government and 
numerous Human Rights 
Organisations, including 
Amnesty International. 
Thousands of Congolese have 
already lost their lives in the 
last three years of insurgency 
and vital trade and industry 
including mining has been 
disrupted as a result of the 
mindless violence blatantly 
supported by capital and 
some neo-colonial regimes. It 
is also estimated that over 6 
million Congolese have lost 
their lives since the beginning 
of the conflict in 1996, making 
it the deadliest conflict since 
World War II, according to the 
United Nations. 
A recent UN report indicates 
that rebel activities in the Kivu 
territory especially at the 
strategic border post with 
Uganda have disrupted trade 
flow of around US $ 5 million 
a month. This area is also 

reportedly under M23 control. 
The SMG sees the continuing 
effort to destabilise the DRC as 
a resource-grab manoeuvre by 
giant corporations of the West 
in concert with neo-colonial 
regimes in the region. This 
unwarranted interference in the 
Congo has its roots in the 
assassination of the 
democratically elected leader of 
the Congo, Patrice Lumumba in 
1961 by Belgian Intelligence 
Agencies acting in concert with 
the western powers. 
Today, we know that the brutal 
murder of Patrice Lumumba, a 
committed Pan-Africanist 
whose commitment to the 
liberation of the Congolese 
people from the shackles of 
poverty and underdevelopment 
was motivated solely by a 
desire to deny the Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics access 
to the country's uranium 
deposit. 

The SMG joins progressive and 
anti-imperialist forces 
throughout the world in 
denouncing the aggression 
against the DRC and calls for an 
immediate halt to all the attacks 
on the country. To this end, we 
call for the strict enforcement of 
recent agreements reached by 
East African leaders in Luanda 
and Nairobi. 
We insist on; 
1) The immediate disarming of 
all rebel groups that are holding 
the provinces of North Kivu, 
South Kivu and Ituri and its 
people hostage. 
2) An investigation into war 
crimes committed by the rebel 
groups and their backers. 
3) The implementation of the 
recommendations from the 
United Nation Mapping Exercise 
Report for transitional justice to 
halt the culture of impunity for 
crimes committed in the DRC. 
4) The engagement by the 

African Union, the Southern African 
Development Community and the 
East African Community in holding 
its member states implicated in the 
conflict in DRC accountable by 
urging them to respect DRC 
sovereignty and cease all financial 
and military support for rebel 
groups destabilising the DRC as 
documented by the United Nations 
Group of Experts. 
5) The support of all revolutionary 
and progressive forces in bringing 
about justice and peace to the 
people of the Congo fighting to 
realize the dream of Lumumba of a 
free and liberated Congo that will 
play its vital role in the 
transformation of the African 
continent. 
Signed.
Kwesi Pratt Jnr. 
General Secretary 

 professor of AFinance at the 
University of Ghana, 

Professor Godfred Bokpin, 
has asked the Government 
to repackage its domestic 
Debt Exchange Programme 
in a manner that would 
preserve financial sector 
stability. 
He said the Staff-Level 
Agreement reached with 
the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) “is good news” 
but cautioned that a 
rejection of the 

Government's domestic 
debt-restricting programme 
could undermine progress.  
Speaking to journalists in 
Accra on Thursday to discuss 
the 2023 Budget, Prof. 
Bokpin said the Debt 
Exchange Programme “is not 
in good shape” and may 
“systematically weaken the 
balance sheet of the 
participating financial 
institutions.”  
“If we are not careful, in our 
attempt to polish the public 
balance sheet, we may be 

creating some crisis that later 
would come to bite us. 
“We all know that debt 
restructuring is unavoidable, 
but let's do it in a way that 
preserves financial sector 
stability and enables the 
sector to be able to support 
the Government's overall 
economic strategy,” he said. 
Under the proposed Debt 
Exchange Programme, which 
was announced by the 
Government last week, 
existing domestic bonds as of 
December 1, 2022, would be 
exchanged for a set of four 
new bonds maturing in 2027, 
2029, 2032 and 2037. 
Also, the annual coupon on all 
these new bonds would be set 
at zero per cent in 2023, five 
per cent in 2024 and 10 per 
cent from 2025 until maturity 
– coupons would be semi-
annual. 

Prof. Bokpin said if the 
Government were able to 
reach some level of 
understanding with external 
creditors it would help 
expedite ongoing 

engagements with the IMF and 
further strengthen confidence 
in the economy. 
“The domestic debt is 
contributing more to the 
interest cost and therefore that 
still needs to be restructured in 
a way that invites the 
participating financial 
institutions to the table,” he 
said. 
Parliament approved the 2023 
Budget document last week, 
paving way for the House to 
begin to consider various 
estimates of ministries, 
departments, and agencies by 
relevant sector committees. 
Prof. Henry Kwasi Prempeh, 
Executive Director, Centre for 
Democratic Development, said 
the 2023 Budget presented an 
opportunity for the 
Government to take drastic 
measures to revive the 
economy under the current 
economic challenges. 
“We missed the chance to 
press the reset button in this 
crisis,” he said. 
Prof. Prempeh disagreed with 
the Government's decision to 
allocate GHS80m for the 

construction of the National 
Cathedral Project, saying: “this 
is not the time for vanity 
projects.” 
Touching on tax administration, 
he said the Government must 
institute measures that would 
enable the state to do “means 
testing” so that taxes and social 
interventions would be 
targeted. 
Prof. Abena Oduro, Associate 
Professor in the Department of 
Economics, University of Ghana, 
said the 2.5 per cent increment 
in Value Added Tax (VAT) would 
lead to an increment in prices, 
reduce value of real income, all 
of which could increase poverty. 
“The reduction of the E-Levy 
rate will help to reduce the 
burden on the public, but the 
removal of the threshold will 
increase the burden,” she 
added. 
Source -- GNA

SFG Expresses Worry Over Continuing Destabilisation Of The 
Democratic Republic Of Congo By M23 Rebel Group, Others

Prof. Bokpin Urges Govt To Repackage Debt Exchange Programme  

Prof. Godfred Alufar Bokpin, Economist and Finance lecturer at UGBS

THURSDAY 22ND DECEMBER, 2022     

https://www.ghanaweb.com/GhanaHomePage/people/person.php?ID=3679
https://www.ghanaweb.com/GhanaHomePage/people/person.php?ID=3679


PAGE 9 The Insight  theinsightnewsonline.com

COVID-19 Not Yet Over, Say Dr Djimatey
r Moses Barima DDjimatey, the North East 

Regional Deputy Director 

of the Ghana Health Service 

(GHS) in charge of Public Health, 

has admonished residents in the 

Region to participate in the fifth 

round of the COVID-19 

nationwide vaccination exercise.

He said even though the 

pandemic in the country had 

seen significant improvement 

over the past couple of months, 

“We also know that globally, we 

are not yet out of the woods. 

COVID-19 is not over yet, and we 

need to protect ourselves.”

Dr Djimatey gave the advice 

when he addressed stakeholders 

at the Regional launch of the 

National COVID-19 vaccination 

campaign in Nalerigu, capital of 

the Region.

The campaign launch was on the 

theme: “Protect yourself, protect 

your family, and get vaccinated 

against COVID19” and the goal of 

the campaign was to reach out 

and vaccinate all eligible 

members of the population who 

were 15 years and above with 

potent COVID-19 vaccines.

Dr Djimatey said all persons aged 

15 years and above, who had not 

vaccinated against COVID-19, 

including pregnant women, 

persons who had not completed 

their vaccinations, and had not 

taken booster doses, were 

eligible for the vaccine.

He said with diseases of 

epidemic potential, all that was 

necessary for escalation of 

infections was the accumulation 

of a sizeable population of non-

immune individuals.

“To prevent this situation from 

occurring, which fuels infection 

spread, the Ministry of Health, 

the GHS and partners, have 

scheduled another round of 

vaccination campaign prior to 

the upcoming Christmas and 

New Year festivities,” he said.

The vaccination exercise is 

scheduled to commence today, 

December 14 to 18, 2022 with a 

targeted population of 30,660 

residents across the Region.

Dr Djimatey said “In all, 90 

teams of vaccinators and 

volunteers, and 64 supervisors 

at different levels have been 

recruited and trained to 

undertake this exercise for the 

campaign period.

“Vaccination teams shall mount 

static sessions at various 

locations as well as move from 

house-to-house to vaccinate 

eligible members of the 

community from 0700hours to 

1700hours each day,” he added.

He said the vaccines were safe, 

and would be administered by 

trained health professionals, 

noting that the exercise was 

free, and urged all eligible 

persons to vaccinate at the 

nearest posts.

Dr Djimatey recalled that the 

COVID-19 vaccination campaigns 

started in March 2021, and the 

targeted population in the 

Region at the time to be 

vaccinated was 605,876, 

representing 72 per cent of the 

population.

He said the Region had 

successfully undertaken four 

rounds of the National COVID-

19 immunization exercises, and 

achieved 69 per cent of 

vaccination coverage.

That, he noted was the highest 

successful coverage across the 

country, adding that regardless 

of their challenges as a new 

Region, “We are the highest 

performing in the country as 

far as COVID-19 vaccination is 

concerned with the 69 per cent 

fully vaccinated.”

The Deputy Director said 

management of the GHS in the 

Region would continue to work 

and uphold the position it had 

over the months achieved with 

the support of relevant 

stakeholders.

Kagame Defends Africa's Right To A Partnership With China

wandan President Paul RKagame was a vocal defender 
of Africa's quest to expand its 

economic partnership with China, 
saying the continent has a right to 
seek partners and China is filling a 
gap for investment.
This is after President Joe Biden's 
administration sought to deflect the 
perception that its summit last week 
was aimed at competing with China, 
which has surpassed the US in trade 
and economic cooperation with 
Africa.
In the US-Africa Leaders' Summit 
held between December 13-15, 
China was the unspoken factor.

“I don't think we need to be bullied 
into making or taking choices – 
choosing between the US or China; 
it's really none of our business. I 
think we need to have both and 
others as partners as far as they 
respect us and understand that we 
have something to contribute,” 
President Kagame said in an 
interview with news website 
Semafor.
The priority for African countries is 
solving its own development 
challenges, he added, pointing out 
that China is filling a gap, and the 
West should step up investments 
instead of complaining.

Debt trap queries

In a separate Semafor interview, 
China's ambassador to the US Qin 
Gang dismissed suggestions of a debt 
trap, arguing that African countries 
owe three times more debt to 
Western institutions.
“China is not the biggest creditor of 
Africa. The debt owned by China is 
only a small amount. You can see 
hospitals, highways, airports, 
stadiums,” Qin said.
While there is increasing concern 
over the possibility of China trapping 
African countries in debt, President 
Kagame said the blame should be on 
both sides as countries should 
borrow cautiously.
Scepticism lingers about how much 
the Biden administration will alter 
the status of America-Africa trade 
relations, as the US has lagged 
behind Europe and China.
According to a July 2022 report by 
Debt Justice, a UK charity working to 
end poverty caused by unjust debt, 
African governments owe three 
times more to Western banks, asset 
managers and oil traders than to 
China, and are charged double the 
interest.
External debt

The report pointed out that just 12 

percent of African governments' 
external debt is owed to Chinese 
lenders compared to 35 percent 
owed to Western private lenders, 
based on World Bank data.
“Western leaders blame China for 
debt crises in Africa, but this is a 
distraction. The truth is their own 
banks, asset managers and oil 
traders are far more responsible, but 
the G7 are letting them off the hook. 
China took part in the G20's debt 
suspension scheme during the 
pandemic, private lenders did not.
There can be no effective debt 
solution without the involvement of 
private lenders. The UK and US 
should introduce legislation to 
compel private lenders to take part 
in debt relief,” said Tim Jones, head 
of policy at Debt Justice.
When President Biden announced 
$800 million in new contracts for 
Cisco Systems and a smaller 
company named Cybastion “to 
protect African countries from 
cyberthreats,” it offered a 
counterpoint to the dominance of 
Huawei, the Chinese technology firm 
whose cellphones and computers 
systems are ubiquitous across Africa 
and which is pioneering 5G internet 
on the continent, stoking fears that 
Beijing could use them for 

cyberespionage.

Espionage claims

The US Senate late on Wednesday 
passed by voice vote a bill to bar 
federal employees from using 
Chinese-owned TikTok on 
government-owned devices. 
Republican Senator Marco Rubio on 
Tuesday announced bipartisan 
legislation to ban China's popular 
social media app TikTok amid US 
fears the app could be used to spy 
on Americans and censor content.
Analysts have also challenged 
President Biden's $55 billion plan for 
Africa saying the figure is marginal 
compared to the needs of Africa.
“The total pledges by Biden is $55 
billion; compare that with 
remittances sent by Africans living 
abroad –$96 billion in 2021. 
Compare that with the infrastructure 
projects China has invested in Africa 
in 2022, worth $84 billion,” said 
James T. Gathii, a professor of law at 
Loyola University Chicago, who was 
in Washington for the summit
“If one considers that more than $84 
billion is lost in illicit financial flows 
from Africa each year, this promise 
of $50 billion over three years is 
peanuts.”

Source: theeastafrican.co.ke

President of Rwanda, Paul Kagame
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Tanzanian Farmers Mobilize For Agroecology, Food Sovereignty And Pan-Africanism

undreds of smallholder Hfarmers gathered in the 

city of Morogoro on 

November 17 and 18 for the 27th 

Annual General Meeting (AGM) of 

Mtandao wa Vikundi vya 

Wakulima Tanzania or the National 

Network of Small-Scale Farmers 

Groups in Tanzania (MVIWATA). 

The organization was founded in 

1993 by self-organized farmers in 

the wake of the country's first 

Structural Adjustment Program 

(SAP) under the IMF and the 

World Bank between 1986 to 

1989. The neoliberal reforms 

ushered in during this period 

marked an absolute departure 

from Tanzania's centrally-planned 

economy under socialist president 

and leading anti-colonial figure 

Julius K. Nyerere.

In 1967, Nyerere issued the 

Arusha Declaration, committing 

Tanzania to the principles of 

socialism and self-reliance and 

paving the way for nationalization 

of key industries and the 

collectivization of agriculture. 

“The peasantry and the workers 

were declared as the engines of 

the Tanzanian economy, there was 

massive state investment geared 

towards them. Farmers were 

depending on the government and 

selling their produce through 

cooperatives,” Theodora Pius, the 

Head of Program at MVIWATA, 

told Peoples Dispatch. 

However, this changed with the 

withdrawal of the state in the SAP-

era reforms. At the same time, 

Pius added, while there were 

strong cooperatives of farmers 

growing cotton, tea, and coffee, 

other farmers growing maize and 

small grains were not a part of 

these collectives. Under these 

circumstances, MVIWATA was 

born. 
“Groups of farmers came together 
and decided that they would travel 
throughout Tanzania to call on 
peasants to unite and have a 
unified voice, to demand their 
inclusion in national policies, to 
demand better prices for our 
produce, and to provide 
alternatives on agricultural 
extension services. It was their 
dream to ensure that MVIWATA 
goes to every village in Tanzania,” 
Pius said. 

Ensuring dignity and justice for 

farmers

MVIWATA has organized farmers 

stretching from groups at the 

grassroots all the way to a national 

network as the issues that it was 

founded to address three decades 

ago continue to persist in Tanzania 

today. 

“The system that oppressed the 

farmers in the late 80s and the 90s 

is the same today, it has just 

changed faces. Our priorities have 

remained the same, we continue to 

speak on issues of land, on markets, 

on access to finance – just the 

context has changed,” Pius said. In 

response, MVIWATA has continued 

to update its strategies. 

Leading up to this year's meeting, 

the organization developed its 2022-

2026 strategic plans, identifying six 

areas of priority. The first is to 

“retain the dignity of the farmers as 

a class.” The second area is 

agroecology and food sovereignty. 

“The agribusiness model has been 

used against our people, our rights, 

and the planet. This model has 

taken away our land, our seeds, our 

culture and our dignity,” Pius said.

“Agroecology and food sovereignty 

is an alternative system which tells 

us that farmers can produce in a just 

system that respects the rights of 

the producers and the consumers, 

the environment and biodiversity. It 

tells us that we can produce keeping 

in mind that food is a right, not just 

a mere product to be sold.”

In contrast, there has been a 

proliferation of agribusiness, Pius 

explained, with villages being told 

that conventional farming and 

agribusiness were the “missing link” 

for wealth creation for farmers.

MVIWATA is also organizing 

extensively around land rights and 

security amid growing evictions, 

land grabbing, land speculation, and 

with farmers not having access to 

land.
“Every day there are reports of 
evictions, of people being told to 
vacate their villages and move. The 
pressure of capital is pushing people 
from their lands. This is taking place 
under the guise of investments for 
the 'national benefit' but also 
through other, formalized means. 
The majority of people facing these 
evictions are farmers in rural areas,” 
Pius stated. “If a farmer is evicted 
but they want to remain on their 
land, they are allowed to stay but 
only if they cultivate particular crops 
wanted by the investors.”

Among the resolutions adopted at 

the AGM, farmers committed to 

strengthening their unity and 

advocacy for land issues, “especially 

in the Mbarali district where 21,000 

farmers are facing threat of 

eviction,” she said. 

Farmers also deliberated on existing 

legal mechanisms and how they can 

be used to ensure land security, and 

how MVIWATA could work to reduce 

conflicts among small scale 

producers on issues of land use as 

“access to land continues to shrink.” 

Another key area of focus for 

MVIWATA is economic justice. 

“Farmers are producing under 

very difficult conditions and then 

when they go to sell their produce 

in the market the price they get is 

very low. Farmers do not have 

money to buy inputs, so the 

middlemen come in and offer 

some amount of money. When it 

is time to harvest, these 

middlemen take everything 

without regard to the existing 

market price,” she said. 

In response, MVIWATA is trying to 

build savings and credit groups of 

farmers, and mechanisms and 

systems to ensure that farmers 

are getting a fair price, including 

through the collective selling of 

their produce. Resolutions 

adopted at the AGM also included 

a focus on strengthening financial 

services and cooperative groups 

for farmers.

“Organizations like MVIWATA are 

articulating a people's answer to 

land, food, and agrarian 

questions,” Jonis Ghedi-Alasow, a 

member of Pan-Africanism Today 

and an international delegate at 

the MVIWATA meeting, told 

Peoples Dispatch. “They have 

demonstrated that the peasants 

of Tanzania are not only feeding 

the country, but are also, when 

organized, able to insist on a 

fundamental break with 

neocolonialism.” 

Prior to the AGM on November 

18, MVIWATA organized a 

workshop titled 'The Future of 

Small-Scale Farmers in the Context 

of Investment and Free Market in 

Tanzania' with three areas of focus 

– land, seeds, and markets. 

“The workshop saw several strong 

interventions – one, that farmers 

must produce products that can 

make them independent. This 

requires producing for the local 

market,” Ghedi-Alasow stated. 

“In the past, solidarity among 

peasants in the global South made 

it possible to sell produce beyond 

our own countries without having 

to pay tariffs. There is a 

commitment to rebuilding these 

links of solidarity among peasants, 

particularly in Africa, to fight 

against debilitating tariffs on 

products that peasants are, in 

fact, exporting.”

He added that there is also a 

renewed commitment to using 

local seeds, including from seed 

banks. At the AGM, farmers 

resolved to advocate for increased 

budgetary allocations towards 

agriculture aligned with the 

priorities of smallholder farmers 

along with pushing for a change in 

existing seed laws to also include 

local seeds. 

Farmers also pledged to continue to 

fight evictions and the so-called 

'investors'. “The government is not 

the leadership, the people are the 

leadership. This is why they come 

back every five years to ask for our 

votes,” declared Veronica Sofu, one 

of the leaders at the forefront of this 

struggle. 

Farmers also discussed external 

trade agreements, particularly the 

Economic Partnership Agreement 

between the European Union and 

the East African Community (EAC). 

Tanzania is a member of the EAC. 

While it has yet to sign the 

agreement, the AGM discussed its 

potential impact on farmers. 

MVIWATA is also organizing around 

issues of gender justice, with a focus 

on peasant feminism, including 

developing actions to end violence 

against women and strategizing with 

women in rural areas. On 

International Women's Day in March, 

MVIWATA and Pan Africanism Today 

had organized a  to discuss workshop

peasant feminism, which was 

attended by leaders from across 

Africa.

The organization also works with the 

youth, educating them on 

agroecology, self-reliance, and 

political economy. 

'We must build together' 

“When we speak of the system that 

oppresses the farmers in Tanzania, it 

is the same system that oppresses 

farmers in Bangladesh, in South 

Africa, in Namibia,” Pius said. “If the 

forces that oppress us are joined 

together why mustn't we come 

together to forge solidarity and 

counterattack?”

MVIWATA has been committed to 

the principle of Pan-Africanism, 

engaging with movements and 

organizations across the continent. 

Speaking to Peoples Dispatch, Mercy 

Dedaa Osei, a member of the 

Socialist Movement of Ghana (SMG), 

affirmed that MVIWATA was an 

“important instrument for Pan-

Africanist struggles because it is 

entrenched in defining a peoples 

answer to the land, food, and 

peasant questions not just in 

Tanzania but Africa and the rest of 

the world.”

“It is creating a platform to bring 

together voices against the mass 

exploitation of peasants…It is 

imperative to solidarize, work, learn, 

agitate and grow together into a 

powerful force in the fight for the 

rights of peasant farmers.”

“Our slogan 'the defender of the 

farmer is the farmer' was coined by 

a farmer from West Africa who had 

been invited to one of our 

meetings,” Pius said. “Pan-

Africanism is embedded in the 

history, the present, and the future 

of MVIWATA. We must come 

together not just in times of crisis 

but also to build our strategies 

together.”

“Pan-Africanism is, at its core, 

concerned with a struggle for 

sovereignty. One aspect of this 

struggle is, of course, anchored in 

securing political and economic 

freedom for the African people, the 

diaspora, and the working peoples 

of the world. Another important 

aspect of this struggle is concerned 

with people providing for 

themselves. Africa has an abundance 

of natural wealth, yet we are a 

continent facing one of the highest 

levels of hunger,” Ghedi-Alasow 

added. 

By Tanupriya Singh

(Photo: MVIWATA). On November 17-18, over 400 smallholder farmers 
gathered for the 27th annual meeting of MVIWATA or the National Network of 
Small-Scale Farmers Groups in Tanzania. Peoples Dispatch spoke to them about 
their struggle for dignity and justice

https://www.marxists.org/subject/africa/nyerere/1967/arusha-declaration.htm
https://twitter.com/MVIWATA/status/1593181611654541312
https://www.mwananchi.co.tz/mw/habari/kitaifa/matokeo-na-kiini-cha-mgogoro-wa-ardhi-mbarali-4002322
https://www.mviwata.or.tz/reflecting-on-our-peasant-feminism-journey-march-for-working-women/
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