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SAGLEMI HOUSING PROJECT
  Minister Says Houses Will No Longer Be Affordable For The Masses 

Even though it is tagged "affordable, the Saglemi 
Affordable Housing 

Project is not going to be 
affordable," Fatimatu 
Abubakar, Deputy Minister 
for Information has said.
The project which is now 
going to be in the hands of a 
private developer was 
initiated in 2012 to ease the 
accommodation deficit in 
Ghana.
Minister for Works and 
Housing, Francis Asenso-
Boakye, speaking at a meet-
the-press series in Accra, said 
to facilitate the processes, a 
technical working team, 
made up of professionals and 
experts, has been set up to 
oversee and spearhead all 
engagements required for 
the completion of the 

Govt To Establish 
Labour Bank – Says 
Dr Kingsley Agyeman 

he Registrar of Ghana TScholarship Secretariat, Dr. 
Kingsley Aggyeman has 

disclosed that his outfit in 
collaboration with other state actors 
including the Ghana Investment 
Promotion Centre (GIPC) will create 
a Labour Bank to address challenges 

Towards Economic Transformation 

Prof Aryeetey 
Urges Ghanaian 
Leaders To Think 
Beyond The IMF 

Odike Descends On EC Over 
Scrapping Of Political Parties 

he founder of the United TFront Party (UFP), Akwasi 
Addae Odike, has accused 

the elections management body, 
the Electoral Commission, of 
selective application of the law 
governing the establishment and 
maintenance of political parties in 
the country.

The politician who has had his 
political party's licence to operate 
revoked by the EC says the EC used 
its discretion in the application of 
the law.
According to him, the EC was 
selective in the application of the 
political party's law, Act 574.
He said the EC set out to victimise 

Slavery Was On 
The Ballot In The 
US Midterms. Who 
Voted To Abolish It?Akwasi Addae Odike, Founder of the United Front Party (UFP) 
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…Insists The Commission Used Discretion Not Law  
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of investors and also for export.

 
According to him, this innovation will 

create a platform for the supply of 

the right human resource to meet 

the needs of industry of Ghanaians 

who have undergone training 

outside the country through the 

scholarship secretariat.

Work culture and language barriers 

associated with foreign business will 

be minimized with the availability of 

people trained from these countries 

to promote a healthy working 

environment for productivity.   

The experience and skills acquired 

by numerous Ghanaians on 

scholarship across the globe will be 

harnessed to the benefit of Ghana, 

he stressed.

He announced this during the 10th 

anniversary of the Ghana Morocco 

old students association in Accra 

under the theme celebrating 10 

years of promoting regional 

integration through students youth 

diplomacy.

He noted that the tremendous 

support Ghana receive from other 

countries to train Ghanaians offers 

us an opportunity to coordinate our 

human capital for effective 

deployment to earn foreign 

exchange and the transfer of 

technology for local industries.

He underscored the importance of 

the cooperation between 

institutions of state to drive policies 

for the socio-economic development 

of Ghana. 

Labour bank, an institution where 

workers who are willing to work 

could register themselves with it and 

the employers could get workers 

Andy McDonald
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from it is a key strategic resource to 

institutions for identification and utilization 

of the right human resource making 

significant impact to corporate  objectives. 

It offers the labour market well trained 

personnel, appropriate and tailored to 

meet the demands of the industry to 

achieve effectiveness and efficiency.

Ghana can boast of a sizeable number of 

professionals who obtained training outside 

and are making great strides in their 

various fields either home or abroad 

towards development.
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Govt To Establish 
Labour Bank – Says 
Dr Kingsley Agyeman 

anitation issues have been the 'talk Sof town' lately due to heaps or pile 
of refuse that are seen in the cities 

and the localities.
Certainly, the handling of sanitation or 
waste continues to be a major headache 
to governments especially in Africa.
This is as a result of lack of genuine 
commitment to tackle filth and address 
the broader sanitation challenges.
In other parts of the world, the issue of 
waste has been adequately dealt with 
such that waste from other countries 
are imported for power generation and 
recycling among others.
There are also bye-laws to check 
indiscriminate dumping of waste which 
are strictly enforced and individuals who 
fail to comply with the law, made to pay 
spot fines for littering the environment 
indiscriminately.
In Ghana, the government upon 
assumption of office vowed to make 
Accra the cleanest in Africa.
However, the dream became a mirage 
despite enormous resources being 
devoted towards that cause.
Clearly, there is the need for policy 
makers to change strategy and develop 
and adopt a more holistic modern 
approach in the fight against the 
menace and this can be done through 
the construction of recycling and waste 
treatment plants in all regions and in 
future, all districts of the country.
It is possible and should be done.

THE WAR ON SANITATION  
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project.

 Speaking to this, the Deputy 

Minister said looking at the 

amount of money invested 

into the project, it cannot be 

affordable.

According to her, one unit can 

"cost in excess of $205,000".

"The truth is that it will be 

deceptive on my part to say 

this project will be affordable 

because already government 

has invested $160m and we 

need an additional $114m . . . 

one apartment of a two-

bedroom house will cost in 

excess of $205,000 per unit," 

she said on Peace FM's 

morning show 'Kokrokoo'.

"The work at Saglemi is not 

yet completed. Government 

needs about $68m to invest 

in onsite infrastructural work 

and additional $46m for 

offsite projects like water, 

electricity storm drains and so 

on. In all, we have a total of 

$114m; government will do 

all it can to complete the 

project".

According to her, "monies 

accrued from the sales of this 

project will be invested into 

other affordable housing 

projects".
Tenants union warns 
government over the sale of 
the houses to private 
developer  
Meanwhile, the National 
Tenants Union of Ghana 
(NATUG) has given the 
government a six-day 
ultimatum to rescind its 
decision to sell the Saglemi 
affordable housing project to 
private developers.
The association made up of 
15 million members 
threatened to employ legal 
means to resist the move 
should the government 
remain adamant.
The Minister of Works and 
Housing, Francis Asenso 
Boakye, at the press briefing 
on November 13 also stated 
that the government was 
“allowing for a private sector 
developer to take up the 

initiative to build and sell the 
housing units”.
Justifying the reasons for the 
move, he noted that an 
amount of about USD 46 
million is needed to provide 
water, electricity, and storm 
drains for the 1500 housing 
units.
But the “Government doesn't 
intend to expand more on 
the completion of the 
project” and has therefore 
decided to sell the project to 
the private developer.
Registering their displeasure 
through a statement, the 
tenants argued that “in a 
country like ours where 
there's neglect and 
irresponsible management in 
the housing system and 
growing disparities in 
income, cost of rent and 
wealth have been central to 
the problem of affordable 
housing to the ordinary 
Ghanaian.
“Privatization, therefore, 
undermines the very 
possibility of providing 
affordable housing for people 
who cannot afford housing 

above the market rate.”
"National Tenants Union of 
Ghana, therefore calls on the 
minister of Housing to revert 
its decision and convert the 
Saglemi housing project to 
social housing to create 
access to housing for the 
low-income population, 
Instead of derailing its 
original purpose to the 
private sector who are more 
efficient in profit 
maximisation."
To them, the step taken by 
President Nana Akufo-Addo 
and his NPP government to 
privatize Saglemi affordable 
housing project is just 
another step toward 
dismantling public housing 
altogether.
Though they admit the 
engagement of the developer 
is to create jobs for some, it 
is to the group a “genocide of 
poor people” and a total 
Abandonment of hope for 
the poor.
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some parties that were 

 sceptical about the activities 
of the chairperson of the 

commission, Jean Mensa.
"If you want to use the law, use 
it across the board but why 
qualify others and ban others?" 
he argued.
He challenged the EC to 
produce an audit report that 
stated the affected parties have 
no functional offices and those 
qualified have.
He alleged that the EC qualified 
some parties that were allies of 

the sitting president Nana 
Akufo-Addo.
Mr. Odike further alleged that 
these parties were the same 
parties that the EC had been 
using at the Inter-Party 
Committee (IPAC) meetings to 
bulldoze its way through when 
decisions are taken at the 
committee level.
Mr Odike made these 
accusations while reacting to 
the EC's decision to revoke the 
license of his political party in 
an interview with Accra Fm on 
Tuesday, November 15, 2022.

He said he is saddened by the 
current state of affairs at the 
EC.
He revealed that he took the 
pains to write to the EC 
indicating the existence of the 
party's functional offices yet 
the EC went ahead to revoke 
his licence without recourse to 
the said letter.
He added that the matter was 
with his lawyers who are 
preparing the briefs.
"They [EC] will meet us in 
court," he warned.
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University Of California Workers Launch Largest Academic Strike In US History
 By Natalia Marques

Student workers picketing outside of University of 
California–Santa Barbara (Photo: Ryan Dury). Workers in 
the US continue to make waves in historically 
unorganized sectors such as academia and service

Saudi Court Sentences Activist To Decade In Prison Over Social Media Posts 
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rofessor Ernest Aryeetey, a Pformer Vice Chancellor of 

University of Ghana, has 

said Ghana must think beyond the 

International Monetary Fund 

(IMF) in the quest to stabilise and 

transform the economy.

He noted that Ghana had always 

known how to recover from 

economic hardship with the 

support of the IMF but had 

refused to follow the required 

reforms due to political 

expediency.

Prof. Aryeetey said this at the 

26th GJA Awards in Accra on the 

theme: “Walking the path 

towards Ghana's Economic 

Recovery – The Role of the 

Media”.

He said after economic recovery, 

there must be stabilisation and 

transformation, which required 

broad participation and the 

need to change agriculture, 

boost trade, stimulate 

investment and industrialise 

not to get back to the same 

situation.

“Today, we are where we are 

because we failed to develop 

the right type of politics that 

will support economic 

transformation… (We need 

to) think about the political 

economy. How we (can) use 

our institutions to develop 

the right type of policies,” 

Prof. Aryeetey said, adding 

that the country needed to 

welcome more analysis and 

debates on the economy.

Prof. Aryeetey asked the 

media to create space for 

discussions on the economy 

towards finding solutions to 

the challenges, saying without 

that, it would only be the ideas 

of a small political group, 

friends and families.

“Let's encourage debates on 

the economy. Let's create a 

Ghana where ideas flourish 

and stop tagging people who 

share their thoughts on the 

economy..,” Prof. Aryeetey, 

who chaired the awards event 

said.

Madam Florence Oboshie Sai-

Coffie, Special Advisor to 

President Nana Akufo-Addo on 

Media and Strategic 

Communications, said 

government was doing its best 

to bring the economy back on 

track and tasked the media to 

amplify voices that could help 

find solutions to the economic 

challenges.

She said the media would be 

prioritised in the search for 

the solution and said 

Government was happy 

journalists were responding 

positively to the call for all 

hands to be on deck for 

economic recovery.

Mr Yaw Boadu Ayeboafo, 

Chairman of National Media 

Commission, asked the 

media to sustain national 

interest in discussions on 

the economy and not 

partisan ones.
Source -- GNA
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Prof Aryeetey Urges Ghanaian Leaders To Think Beyond The IMF 
Towards Economic Transformation 

Professor Ernest Aryeetey, former Vice Chancellor of University of Ghana 

Slavery Was On The Ballot In The US Midterms. Who Voted To Abolish It?

Mr Kyei-Mensah-Bonsu has lashed out at Gabby
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It's An Error - Retired Justice Honyenuga Admits Misquoting The Constitution For His Extension

Justice Clemence Honyenuga

Censorship Motion: Ken Ofori-Atta Insists On A Fair Hearing
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Slavery Was On The Ballot In The US Midterms. Who Voted To Abolish It?
Asks Natalia Marques

A chain gang of prisoners subject to convict leasing in 
Florida, in the early 1900s. Thousands of freed Black people 
were reenslaved within the convict lease system, in which 
incarcerated people performed grueling forced labor without 
pay. Photo: Wikimedia. More than 150 years after slavery 
was outlawed in the US, the practice persists in the form of 
forced, unpaid prison labor. Five states had the opportunity 
to end this.
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 delegation of Kenyan Afinanciers and 

government officials 

have paid a discreet visit to 

the Rwandan capital earlier 

this month with a view to 

drawing inspiration from the 

two-year-old Kigali 

International Financial 

Centre. The idea is to revive 

Nairobi's financial 

attractiveness on the regional 

scene.
Kenyan President William 
Ruto and his Rwandan 

counterpart Paul Kagame 
discussed regional security 
when they met at COP27 in 
Sharm el-Sheikh on 6 
November. While this is a 
central issue in their 
relationship, the two heads 
of state intend to move 
closer together in other 
areas too, chief among them 
the financial sector. A 
delegation of a dozen Kenyan 
representatives close to the 
banking sector travelled to 
Kigali from 2 to 8 November.
Boosting the business 
climate
The group was made up of 

representatives of the newly 
established Nairobi 
International Finance Centre 
(NIFC), which was 
inaugurated in July 2022 and 
is headed by businessman 
Vincent Rague, the chairman 
of Kenya Airways subsidiary 
Jambojet. Overseen by 
Treasury minister Njuguna 
Ndung'u, the NIFC aims to 
improve the business climate 
and facilitate foreign 
investment in Kenya. The 
aim of the trip was to pick up 
tips from the Kigali 
International Financial 

Centre (KIFC), chaired by 
Franco-Ivorian banker 
Tidjane Thiam (AI, 
09/06/21). Since its creation 
in 2020, the KIFC has played 
a key role in Rwanda's policy 
of rapprochement with 
several countries, including 
Qatar. This has inspired 
Ruto, who wants to 
capitalise on his good 
relations with the United 
Arab Emirates (AI, 28/09/22) 
to boost investments in 
Kenya. The delegation, 
which met with Rwandan 
finance minister Uzziel 
Ndagijimana, also included 

representatives of the Kenya 
Private Sector Alliance (KEPSA) 
and the Kenya Association of 
Manufacturers, as well as 
senior Treasury officials. 
Another delegation of Kenyan 
officials is expected to travel to 
Kigali for a follow-up visit in 
late November or early 
December.
Kenya has a strong financial 
presence in Kigali, where two 
of its leading banks, Equity 
Bank and Kenya Commercial 
Bank (KCB), have branches.
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AI - Finance Central To Ruto-Kagame Rapprochement

OP 27: Weighty Presence Of Fossil Fuel Lobbyists Raises Alarm

t the COP 27 climate Asummit, an explosion of 

fossil fuel lobbyists was 

observed with over 600 such 

delegates present at the venue 

in Sharm el-Sheikh, Egypt. With 

this number of registered 

delegates, this year's COP has 

seen a rise of 25% among fossil 

fuel lobbyists compared to last 

year.

Notably, the fossil fuel lobbyists 

outnumbered any single 

community that has been at the 

frontline of populations affected 

by the climate crisis.

Three organizations, namely, 

Corporate Accountability, 

Corporate Europe Observatory, 

and Global Witness (GW) have 

analyzed the provisional list of 

attendees to the UN event. The 

finding reveals the scale at 

which the corporate actors 

directly linked to fossil fuel 

burning enjoy access to the 

critical climate summit of COP 

27. Notably, the lobbyists are 

affiliated with some of the 

world's largest polluting oil and 

gas companies.

There were 503 such lobbyists 

at the Glasgow summit of last 

year, and then also, this figure 

outnumbered the delegation 

from any single country. This 

year in Egypt, the only country 

that outnumbers the number of 

lobbyists, who are linked with 

the largest polluting corporates, 

is the United Arab Emirates 

(UAE) with 1,070 registered 

delegates. UAE will host COP 28 

next year.

An activist group named 'Kick 

Big Polluters Out' said in a 

statement, “The influence of 

fossil fuel lobbyists is greater 

than frontline countries and 

communities. Delegations from 

African countries and 

Indigenous communities are 

dwarfed by representatives of 

corporate interests directly at 

odds with the level of systemic 

change needed to slow the 

climate crisis.” They added that 

fossil fuel lobbyists were 

working openly through several 

country delegations.

Researchers belonging to Global 

Witness, Corporate Europe 

Observatory, and Corporate 

Accountability counted the 

number of registered 

individuals who are directly 

affiliated with fossil fuel giants 

like Shell, Chevron and BP 

(British Petroleum) or 

representing the fossil fuel 

industry as members of 

delegations that act on behalf 

of these industries. Some of the 

salient points that the analysis 

found are the following:

As many as 636 fossil fuel 

lobbyists are registered at COP 

27; there are more fossil fuel 

lobbyists registered than 

delegations from Africa, and 

this is despite it being the 

'African COP' this year; 29 

countries have fossil fuel 

lobbyists within their national 

delegates; last but most 

important is that there are 

more lobbyists than 

representatives of the 10 

countries that are most 

impacted by climate change, 

including Myanmar, Haiti, 

Pakistan, and Bangladesh.

The researchers also mentioned 

that activists from the Global 

South (developing countries) 

along with Indigenous 

communities that are in the 

most vulnerable conditions due 

to climate crisis have been kept 

at bay from attending the 

summit by high costs, 

challenges in getting visas and 

repressive actions implemented 

by the hosting country.

Civil society groups have raised 

apprehensions that with the 

increasing presence of fossil 

fuel lobbyists, the negotiations 

may get stymied, that too at a 

crucial time when the efforts of 

keeping the global temperature 

within 1.5 degrees Celsius 

should take center stage.

It's worth mentioning that many 

environmental groups that work 

on the transition away from 

fossil fuel argue that including 

private players in the 

negotiations could be beneficial. 

However, the sheer size of the 

lobbyists at the negotiations can 

outweigh the benefits of their 

inclusion. Thus, the fear that 

their presence can actually slow 

the negotiations rather than 

limit their industries.

“The explosion in the number of 

industry delegates attending the 

negotiations reinforces the 

conviction of the climate justice 

community that the industry 

views the COP as a carnival of 

sorts, and not a space to 

address the ongoing and 

imminent climate crisis,” 

commented Kwami Kpondzo of 

Friends of the Earth Togo, the 

non-profit organization working 

to protect the environment and 

sustainable development.

In addition, a coalition of civil 

society groups recently made a 

submission to the UNFCCC 

(United Nations Framework 

Convention on Climate Change), 

the wing that supervises COP 

summits, saying, “Climate action 

would continue to fail to 

meaningfully address the climate 

crisis as long as polluting 

interests are granted 

unmitigated access to 

policymaking processes and are 

allowed to unduly influence and 

weaken the critical work of the 

UNFCCC.”

By Sandipan Talukdar

(Representational image: via Flickr). Environmental activists and researchers 

feel that fossil fuel lobbyists being granted access to policymaking processes 

poses the threat of slowing down climate action

https://kickbigpollutersout.org/big-polluters-at-cop27
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