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CEDI DEPRECIATION CEDI DEPRECIATION CEDI DEPRECIATION 
Energy Consultant Warns Of Shortage Of Petroleum Products

r. Mutawakilu Adam, an MEnergy Consultant and 
former Member of 

Parliament (MP) for Damango, has 
predicted shortage of petroleum 
products in the country if the 
government does not take immediate 
steps to bring the rate of cedi 

depreciation under control.
As part of measures to avert the 
situation, the former ranking 
member on the Energy Committee 
in Parliament has advised the 
government to take off some taxes 
on petroleum products, such as the 
Special Petroleum Tax.

According to him, the Special 
Petroleum Tax has outlived its 
usefulness on the Ghanaian people 
in terms of the purpose it was 
introduced.
“The government needs to prioritize 
how it handles foreign exchange 
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ormer Finance Minister, Dr. FKwabena Duffuor has urged 
Ghanaians not to give up amid 

the current hardships in the country 
since there is hope at the end of the 
tunnel. According to him Ghanaians 
are facing serious challenges but help 
will soon come to soothe their 
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suffering. Dr Duffour who gave the 

 assurance yesterday when he 

officially declared his intention to 

contest the National Democratic 

Congress (NDC) flagbearership race 

also explained his “Ghanaian Dream” 

and the Ahotor Project”.

He noted that the Ghanaian Dream 

is essentially to create and ensure 

equal opportunities for all  

Ghanaians irrespective of one's 

economic background or social 

status. The former Governor of the 

Bank of Ghana called on Ghanaians 

to be hopeful since help is on the 

way coming. "In the next few weeks, 

I will tour our great land and meet 

with my fellow brothers and sisters 

to speak about our issues, our lives, 

our needs and our dreams as 

citizens. I look forward to having 

those conversations and to explain 

what I mean by 'The Ghanaian 

Dream'," he said.

He added that he would rebuild the 

country to the heights it reached 

when he was finance minister, where 

Ghana was adjudged the fastest-

growing economy in the world.

"Let us rescue our economy to end 

the hardship, pain and suffering of 

our fellow citizens. We are a great 

nation, and we have the capacity to 

rebuild our economy again as we did 

during 2009 –2012," he said.Dr 

Duffour also took a swipe at 

President Nana Akufo-Addo for his 

"sika mpɛ dede" remark during his 

address to Ghanaians on the current 

hardship in the country.

Andy McDonald
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Dr Duffuor intimated that Akufo-Addo's 

"sika mpɛ dede" remark, which literally 

translates as "money does not like noise", 

does not make sense because hungry 

people will always make noise, "ɛkɔm frɛ 

dede".

"Let's all remember that even though 'Sika 

mpɛ dede nanso ɛkɔm frɛ dede. Yɛ ani 

abere, ɛkɔm de yɛn.'!" he said at a media 

interaction in Accra yesterday.

There Is Hope -- Duffuor 
Assures Ghanaians 
…Amid Rising Economic Hardship 

DEAL WITH THESE 

IRREGULARITIES!
he Auditor General's Report released recently Tabout tax irregularities, payroll fraud and other 
malpractices at the ministries, departments and 

agencies including the metropolitan and municipal 
and district assemblies gives cause for concern.
Already, the call by a section of the public for persons 
behind government's payroll fraud or 'Ghost Names' 
to be prosecuted has been hailed as a suggestion in 
the right direction.
The prosecution of these individuals most of whom 
are public servants has been long overdue.
Despite the introduction of electronic payment 
system, the fraud still goes on, an indication that the 
crime is being perpetuated by a well-organised 
criminal network.
Clearly, should the state agencies especially the Office 
of the Special Prosecutor and that of the Auditor 
General up their game by ensuring the prosecution of 
these criminal gangs and thieves as suggested, instead 
of the existing arrangement of surcharging them, this 
nation-wrecking practice will grind to a halt.
There is no denying the fact that the 'soft' handling of 
these 'thieves' behind the 'ghost names' is what has 
emboldened them and made their exorcism difficult. 
There certainly has to be a shift from surcharging to 
prosecution. Until that is done, eradicating this canker 
which only enriches these few individuals in our 
society will be difficult, if not a mere rhetoric.         
With the level of technological advancement, there 
cannot be any excuse for allowing 'Ghosts' in the 
government's payroll.
The ghosts have to be hunted out and the only way to 
do that is to prosecute the individuals behind the 
'mystery' of 'ghost names '.  

Former Finance Minister Dr. Kwabena Duffuor
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issues. I know the cocoa 

 syndicated loans may come, but 
how long will it take, and what are 

the expectations for future foreign 
currencies? Apart from the cocoa 
syndicated loans, the next one is 
the IMF coming in to help. How 
long will it take us to have an 
agreement? That is very unclear.
 “So the government must take 
pragmatic measures to ensure that 
there is foreign currency available 
to the BDCs to be able to import 
finished products into the country. 
If not, we will have a serious 
challenge with the availability of 
petroleum products,” Mr. 
Mutawakilu stated on Accra based 
Starr Fm on Tuesday, October 1, 
2022.
He continued: “But what is causing 
the increase in fuel prices is the 
rate of the depreciation of the cedi. 
It is what is contributing 
significantly to the increases in 
prices of petroleum products in the 
country. Not the international 
prices.”
According to him, the international 
crude price is now above the 
benchmark that was captured by 
the Finance Minister in the 2022 
Budget.

“So there is definitely a windfall 
for our export of crude. As 
President Mahama indicated, 
within the first quarter, we raked 
in almost 732 million dollars. In 
Ghana cedi [it] is about 8.7 billion 
Ghana cedis which is more than 
we expected for the whole year. 
So that indicates we have enough 
windfall from our crude exports.
“The government must move in to 
make sure that it is using this 
money to cushion Ghanaians. 
Because the way the price is 
moving is quite alarming, which is 
not the fault of the ordinary 
Ghanaian. No, it is the fault of the 
managers of the economy, so the 
government must cushion 
Ghanaians with respect to the fuel 
prices,” the former lawmaker 
indicated.
Also on the fuel price challenges, a 
Member of the Minority Caucus in 
Ghana's Parliament and MP for 
Yapei Kusawgu Constituency in the 
Northern Region, Mr. John Abdulai 
Jinapor has disclosed that there 
has been close to two hundred 
percent (200%) increase in fuel 
prices between January, 1 to 
November 1, 2022.

According to him, there is no 
justification for the astronomical 
increment Ghanaians are 
witnessing at the various fuel 
stations.
He said this on a segment on the 
GTV's Breakfast Show dubbed 
“Minority's Take on President 
Akufo-Addo's nationwide televised 
Address on Sunday, 30th, October 
2022.
Mr.  explained that John Jinapor
crude prices on the international 
market have been stable for some 
time, however, due to the free fall 
of the Cedi, fuel prices keep going 
up every minute.
“So to have a 200% increment in 
fuel prices within 10 months is 
unprecedented and unacceptable. 
Increments in fuel products have a 
cascading effect on everything” he 
added.
The Yapei Kusawgu lawmaker, 
stated that everybody in Ghana 
today, knows that there are real 
economic issues.Meanwhile, the 
Director of Communications at the 
National Petroleum Authority, 
Mohammed Abdul-Kudus, has said 
that his outfit has allowed Oil 

Marketing Companies to adjust 
prices outside the stipulated 
pricing windows.
According to him, this is to 
prevent fuel shortages in Ghana.
The NPA has also attributed the 
increase in the price of fuel to the 
depreciation of the cedi.
“Given the fact that the products 
are actually bought from the 
world market in dollars, anytime 
the dollar changes, it affects the 
character of the pricing,” he is 
quoted by citinewsroom.com.
He further said: “Yes, we ought to 

have been operating with the two 
weeks window framework, but 
because of the volatility of the 
cedi against the dollar, and the 
fact that you ought to be a little 
flexible with what will be 
established with the windows 
within which the prices are 
supposed to be varied.”
The price of petrol and diesel has 
increased to GH¢17.99 and 
GH¢23. 44, respectively, at 
various fuel pumps in the country.
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ew Patriotic NParty (NPP) 

Member of 

Parliament for Nhyiaeso 

Constituency, Dr Stephen 

Amoah, has disclosed a 

major key that he believes 

will transform Ghana and 

better the lives of its 

citizenry.

Speaking on Peace FM's 

"kokrokoo" programme, Dr. 

Stephen Amoah admitted 

that Ghana's economy is in 

bad shape but was hopeful 

with the right decisions and 

measures in place, the 

country will develop.

He argued that foreign 

imports were crippling the 

economy.

The MP was therefore of a 

strong conviction that 

Ghana will see great strides 

only when the nation stops 

the importation of 

agricultural produce and 

other items.

"People are complaining 

and they have the right to 

complain . . . the country 

has common areas of 

disturbing [I will say] 

interest [in quote]. We 

have basic problems that 

we have to admit, as a 

country, that NPP/NDC 

have all goofed."

"Our economy has ulcer 

from times immemorial till 

date because we import 

everything and that has 

affected employment. It 

has affected our currency 

performance. It has 

affected everything. Not 

until we get to the stage 

where any agricultural 

produce or product, we 

shouldn't import. We have 

no justification," he stated.

Dr.  further Stephen Amoah

noted that the 

development of Ghana is 

not contingent on the 

government alone but is 

the responsibility of every 

Ghanaian.

"We need revolution in our 

minds. We must change . . 

. we should be committing 

ourselves to the cause of 

this country to benefit 

everyone along the social 

stratification, whether 

poor or rich, young or old, 

dwarf or giant."
Source -- 
peacefmonline.com
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Nhyiaeso Member of Parliament, Dr Stephen Amoah

https://www.ghanaweb.com/GhanaHomePage/people/person.php?ID=2302
https://www.ghanaweb.com/GhanaHomePage/people/person.php?ID=4294
https://www.ghanaweb.com/GhanaHomePage/people/person.php?ID=4294
https://www.ghanaweb.com/GhanaHomePage/people/person.php?ID=4294
https://www.ghanaweb.com/GhanaHomePage/people/person.php?ID=4294
https://peacefmonline.com/
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5 hours after Brazilian 4presidential candidate Luiz 
Inácio Lula da Silva (Lula) 

declared  in the October 30 victory
elections, his defeated opponent, 
Jair Bolsonaro came out of 
isolation at the Planalto Palace 
(official workplace of the 
president of Brazil) to address the 
nation. In a two-minute speech, 
the defeated candidate sent 
mixed signals about the 
roadblocks carried out by his 
supporters and expressed 
gratitude for the votes he 
received, but did not mention 
Lula.

“The current popular movements 

are the fruit of indignation and 

feeling of injustice, regarding how 

the electoral process took place,” 

he said, without explaining what 

injustices he was referring to in 

the speech.

He then signaled a call for 

protesters to clear the roads. 

“Peaceful demonstrations will 

always be welcome, but our 

methods cannot be those of the 

left, which have always harmed 

the population, such as 

invading property and curtailing 

the right to come and go,” said 

Bolsonaro.

With a historic delay of 45 

hours, the current occupant of 

the Planalto Palace mentioned 

those who voted for him. “I 

want to begin by thanking the 

58 million Brazilians who voted 

for me last October 30.”

Bolsonaro pledged, even if in a 

coded way, to transition power 

to Lula. “Even facing the whole 

system, we overcame a 

pandemic and a war. I have 

always been labeled as 

undemocratic, but unlike my 

accusers, I have always played 

within the four lines of the 

Constitution. I have never 

spoken of censoring media or 

social networks. As President of 

the Republic and as a citizen, I 

will continue to comply with all 

the commandments of our 

Constitution.”

Finally, he repeated again the 

integralist motto, which 

characterized his administration 

and made him a reference for 

fascists around the world. “The 

right has truly emerged in our 

country. Our robust 

representation in Congress 

shows the strength of our values: 

God, homeland, family and 

freedom.”

“We have formed several leaders 

throughout Brazil, our dreams 

are more alive than ever, we are 

for order and progress,” 

Bolsonaro said, referencing the 

motto on Brazil's flag.

After the pronouncement, 

Bolsonaro fled in a hurry and 

without discretion.

The Minister of the Civil House, 

Ciro Nogueira (PP-PI), was 

instead the one in charge of 

n the Israeli elections held on ITuesday, November 1, the far-

right coalition led by former 

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 

is expected to win a majority in the 

Knesset, ending years-long political 

instability in the country. These were 

the latest trends by Wednesday 

afternoon with around 97% of the 

regular votes counted.
The parties in the Netanyahu-led 
alliance are likely to win a total of 65 
seats, giving it a clear majority in the 
120-member Knesset for the first 
time since 2018. The likely 

distribution of seats among the parties 
in the coalition is: Likud 31 (-1 from the 
previous elections), Religious Zionism 
list 14 (+7), Shas 12 (+3), and United 
Torah Judaism 8 (+1). 
The coalition led by the current Prime 
Minister Yair Lapid is expected to win 
50 seats, with Yesh Atid getting 24 
seats (+7), Benny Gantz-led Nation 
Unity list 12 (-2), Yisrael Beytenu 5 (-2), 
Arab Ra'am 5 (+1) and Labor 4 (-3).  
The Arab list of Hadash-Ta'al is 
expected to get five seats, the same as 
its previous tally. It has pledged not to 
support any coalition in power. 
The left-wing Meretz party, which was 
part of the Lapid government and had 
six seats in the last elections, and Arab 
nationalist Belad have so far failed to 
get the minimum 3.25% votes 
necessary to win seats in the Israeli 
parliament. 

These were the fifth elections to be 

held in Israel in less than four years 

and saw a voter turnout of over 71%, 

the highest since 2015. 

No coalition or party was able to win a 

majority in any of the elections held 

since April 2019 that were 

necessitated after the loss of 

majority of the Netanyahu-led 

government in late 2018. Elections in 

Israel have been held in September 

2019, March 2020, and March 2021. 
In June 2021, an unusual coalition of 
the far-right New Right, centrist Yash 
Atid, and Arab Ra'am was able to 
unseat Netanyahu from power for 
the first time after over a decade. 
The participation of Ra'am in the 
coalition had raised hopes for better 
treatment of Palestinian citizens. The 
Bennett-Lapid government however 
failed to move away from the policies 
followed by Netanyahu and is 
believed to be  more anti-Palestinian
in some respects. Its loss of  majority 
earlier this June prompteda shift in 
leadership from Bennett to Lapid, 
and the dissolution of the parliament 
and fresh elections. 

Rise of openly racist parties  

The success of the Likud-led alliance 

in the current elections is largely 

attributed to the tremendous rise of 

settler politician Bezalel Smotrich-led 

Religious Zionism list, which rode on 

the popularity of Kahanist Itamar 

Ben-Gvir and his Otzma Yehudit 

party. The three-party joint list is 

expected to win around 14 to 15 

seats in the Knesset, up from six in 

the last elections. Avi Maoz-led 

Noam is the third constituent of 

the joint list. 

Ben-Gvir is considered a successor 

of extremist rabbi Meir Kahane, 

whose Kach party was banned as 

terrorist in Israel for its extremism 

and racist ideas against 

Palestinians. In the run up of the 

elections and to appease the ultra-

nationalist settlers, Ben-Gvir 

opened a makeshift office in the 

Arab locality of Sheikh Jarrah and 

used his followers to terrorize 

Palestinians resisting forced 

displacement.    

Ben-Gvir contested the elections on 

the agenda of bringing changes to 

the Israeli judiciary and police force 

by making them subordinate to 

elected representatives. He openly 

talks about violence against 

Palestinians and opposes 

coexistence. He has also proposed 

a loyalty test for Palestinian 

citizens and secular Jews and the 

expulsion of those who fail such 

tests. His list openly demands the 

removal of the Office of Fraud 

which is currently trying former 

Prime Minister Netanyahu in three 

corruption cases. 

Strengthening of Ben Gvir and 

religious Zionist parties in Israel 

shows the growing popularity of 

fascism and apartheid policies in 

Israeli politics.

The results are not yet final as 

around half a million postal ballots 

are yet to be counted. The final 

results may take a few more days 

to be announced formally.   

giving information about the 

government transition process. 

“President Jair Bolsonaro 

authorized me to do so. When I 

am provoked, based on the law, 

we will start the transition 

process,” he said.

“According to the president of 

the Workers' Party (PT), who 

spoke on behalf of president Lula, 

on Thursday, the name of vice-

president Geraldo Alckmin will be 

signaled,” he concluded.

This article was originally 

published on .Brasil de Fato
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Bolsonaro Finally Breaks Silence T wo Days After His Reelection Failure
 By Igor Carvalho

Bolsonaro, surrounded by supporters, spoke for only two minutes - Photo: 
Reproduction/Youtube . Defeated reelection candidate remarked on the street 
blockades carried out by his supporters and does not congratulate his 
opponent, Lula

Extreme Right-Wing Gains Big In Latest Israeli Elections, As Netanyahu Makes A Comeback As PM

Leader of the Otzma Yehudit party, Itmar Ben Gvir. (Photo:  
Yonatan Sindel/Flash90). The overtly racist and anti-
Palestinian Religious Zionism list is set to become the third 
largest party in the Israeli parliament and part of the new 
government

https://peoplesdispatch.org/2022/10/30/president-lula/
https://peoplesdispatch.org/2022/11/02/bolsonaro-supporters-refuse-to-accept-election-results/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog-november-02-2022/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog-november-02-2022/
https://www.972mag.com/edition/fascists-centrists-palestinians-election-israel/
https://peoplesdispatch.org/2022/06/21/israels-ruling-coalition-decides-to-dissolve-parliament-call-for-fresh-elections/
https://peoplesdispatch.org/2022/06/21/israels-ruling-coalition-decides-to-dissolve-parliament-call-for-fresh-elections/
https://www.972mag.com/ben-gvir-kahanism-election/
https://www.972mag.com/ben-gvir-kahanism-election/
https://peoplesdispatch.org/2022/02/14/israeli-settlers-attack-sheikh-jarrah-forcibly-occupy-palestinian-familys-land/
https://peoplesdispatch.org/2022/02/14/israeli-settlers-attack-sheikh-jarrah-forcibly-occupy-palestinian-familys-land/
https://peoplesdispatch.org/2022/02/14/israeli-settlers-attack-sheikh-jarrah-forcibly-occupy-palestinian-familys-land/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/well-reassert-ownership-of-this-state-ben-gvir-vows-as-exit-polls-show-big-gains/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/well-reassert-ownership-of-this-state-ben-gvir-vows-as-exit-polls-show-big-gains/
https://twitter.com/Ha_Matar/status/1587560652075405320
https://www.brasildefato.com.br/2022/11/01/dois-dias-apos-fracasso-bolsonaro-faz-discurso-dubio-sobre-bloqueios-e-nao-parabeniza-lula
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ormer Chairman of the FNational Development 

Planning Commission 

(NDPC), Professor , Stephen Adei

has said that the government of 

President  was Nana Akufo-Addo

over-ambitious with some of the 

policies and programmes it 

outlined.

Professor Adei intimated that the 

government failed to consider the 

country's resources before coming 

up with some of its policies 

and programmes.

"It is clear that they were 

internal policy over ambition. 

It is like if you spend all your 

money on expensive cloth 

and you have nothing (no 

money) to sow it. I think that 

they miscalculated," he said 

in a TV3 interview.

Touching on the measures 

President  Nana Akufo-Addo

outlined to get the country out 

of the current hardship, Prof 

Stephen Adei said that most of 

the things the president 

mentioned are already being 

implemented but are not 

working.

"When it came to the 

expenditure control, basically, 

he said that he is going to 

continue the 30% reduction (in 

the pay of government 

appointees). But it has been 

there, and it has not solved the 

problem.

"He still has his bloated 

government, but he did not 

talk about that. And again, at 

this state, in the short run, we 

have to review some of the 

flagship programmes… when 

you are under a serious crisis, I 

think that there must be a 

dispassionate review.

"Even calling on parents to say 

that, (through) free SHS, you 

have free books, free tuition, 

but you must pay for your 

children's food and 

accommodation," he said.

President , Nana Akufo-Addo

during his address on 

Sunday, admitted that times 

are hard economically and 

that his government is 

working assiduously to 

provide relief to the 

citizenry.

He stressed in an address on 

the economy that his 

administration was ready to 

work towards restoring and 

resetting the economy on 

the path of progress and 

stability.

These views were contained 

in his October 30, 2022, 

address to the nation on the 

state of the economy.

"For us, in Ghana, our reality 

is that our economy is in 

great difficulty. The budget 

drawn for the 2022 fiscal 

year has been thrown out of 

gear, disrupting our balance 

of payments and debt 

sustainability, and further 

exposing the structural 

weaknesses of our economy.

"We are in a crisis; I do not 

exaggerate when I say so. I 

cannot find an example in 

history when so many 

malevolent forces have 

come together at the same 

time," he added.

"But, as we have shown in 

other circumstances, we 

shall turn this crisis into an 

opportunity to resolve not 

just the short-term, urgent 

problems but the long-term 

structural problems that 

have bedevilled our 

economy.

"I urge us all to see the 

decision to go to the 

International Monetary 

Fund in this light," he 

stressed.

 research and investment Aadvisory firm, Fitch 
Solutions, has stated that 

Ghana's government will have to 
make some bold decisions to 
reduce the impact of the current 
economic hardships on the 
country.
According to Fitch, the 
government has to decide to 
either cut expenditures or 
increase its tax collection by huge 
margins.
Fitch Solutions further explained 
that “the government has really 
two options at the moment to 
improve fiscal position; either 
capital expenditure or 
significantly increasing the 
countries tax base,” it said.
The firm noted that whatever 
step the government decides to 
take will be difficult therefore, 
“they are no easy choices for the 
government”.
Ghana's debt levels have 
increased according to Fitch, due 
to the high-interest payment and 

excessive borrowing.
“Expenditure has risen and this is 
driven by interest expenditure. 
Ghana took a lot of expensive 
debt and continue to borrow 
during the pandemic and this 
means interest payments are very 
elevated now,” it noted.
“They account for about 55% of 
total government fiscal intake, 
keeping expenditure elevated. 
Given the rigid nature of Ghana's 
expenditure profile, the 
government cannot easily reform 
spending resulting in that wide 
fiscal deficit,” the firm added.
Fitch also noted that the 
government must be proactive in 
securing an IMF deal as soon as 
possible.

“As part of an IMF deal, 
however, we expect that the 
government will have to 
implement fiscal consolidation 
measures in 2023 including the 
widening of the tax base. We 
expect that the commitment to 
fiscal consolidation will lead to 
gradual improvement in public 
finances,” Fitch added.
“And we also expect the 
government to be quite eager to 
meet the IMF target as the 
authorities will aim to restore 
investor sentiments and so 
regain access to international 
capital markets,” it concluded.

FRIDAY 5TH NOVEMBER, 2022     

Tougher Times Ahead For 
Ghanaians – Fitch Projects

Stephen Adei Says Economy Suffering Because Of Akufo-Addo's Over-Ambitious Policies  

Professor Emeritus Stephen Adei (left), President Nana Addo Dankwa Akufo-Addo (right)

Cedi Depreciation: Isaac Adongo Insists BoG's 
Measures To Stabilize Cedi Ineffective 

he Deputy Ranking member Ton the Finance Committee 
of Parliament , Isaac Adongo 

has questioned the practicality 
and effectiveness of measures 
announced by the Bank of Ghana 
(BoG) to deal with the 
depreciation of the cedi against 
the US dollar.
According to him, even though 
the Central Bank has been quoting 
lower interbank rates, the 
business community is struggling 
to get dollars at such rates given 
the scarcity.
Commenting on President Akufo-
Addo's measures to halt the cedi 
depreciation and bring the 
economy back on a good footing, 
Mr. Adongo argued that the dollar 
is rather in the hands of black 
market operators popularly called 
Abochis.
“You have over 70 billion that do 
not belong to the economy 
chasing the dollar. So the dollar 
will definitely collapse the cedi 
and that is caused by the Bank of 
Ghana.
“When you do that then you need 
to mop up the excess liquidity. You 
need to find a way to get that 
money back to the banking sector 
and probably back to the Bank of 
Ghana. In doing so you must 
continue increasing the policy rate 
and the policy rate has been 

increased over the period,” Mr. 
Adongo stated on Morning Starr 
with Francis Abban Monday.
The lawmaker indicated that the 
situation will therefore create a 
difficult environment for the 
business community.
“Because he must be able to find a 
business that gives him 35% of 
return or margin in order to pay the 
interest and have something to 
survive on. The government will 
have to pay a very huge sum of 
money to borrow, so the 
government is now borrowing at 
33% for 90 days.
“The end result is that the 
government doesn't even have the 
revenue to service this 33% and it's 
back in circles. So the Bank of Ghana 
having thrown money into the 
economy to chase the dollar and 
trying to bring those monies back 
into the economy is now creating 
difficulty for the businessman. 
“If the Bank of Ghana says the rate 
is 12% or one percent, do you have 
the dollar to give at that rate, no, 
you don't have. Abochi has the 
dollar and he says it's Ghc20. So the 
Bank of Ghana only has a paper to 
announce the rate but the Abochi 
has the dollars and this is where we 
are,” Mr. Adongo stated.

https://www.ghanaweb.com/GhanaHomePage/people/person.php?ID=253
https://www.ghanaweb.com/GhanaHomePage/people/person.php?ID=253
https://www.ghanaweb.com/GhanaHomePage/people/person.php?ID=2923
https://www.ghanaweb.com/GhanaHomePage/people/person.php?ID=253
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s millions of Brazilians Acelebrated the return 

of Luiz Inácio Lula Da 

Silva to the presidency on 

Sunday, October 30, 

supporters of outgoing 

incumbent president, Jair 

Bolsonaro began blocking 

roads across the country in the 

latest attempt to undermine 

the historic election. The 

actions caused major 

disruptions throughout 

Monday, ultimately forcing the 

Supreme Federal Court (STF) 

to intervene.

Lula, of the Workers' Party 

(PT), emerged victorious 

securing 50.9% of the votes 

against Bolsonaro's 49.1% 

share. However, the far-right 

incumbent refused to officially 

concede defeat, canceled a 

press statement and isolated 

himself in the presidential 

palace, even as major allies 

accepted the election result.

Amid this arguably very 

deliberate silence, given 

Bolsonaro's previous open 

threats to not recognize the 

electoral results and 

unsubstantiated claims of 

fraud, groups of Bolsonaristas 

began to shut down key 

highways in rejection of Lula's 

victory, with some calling for a 

coup. The actions escalated 

throughout Monday, October 

31, with scenes of protestors 

burning tires.

By 11PM local time, the 

Federal Highway Police 

(PRF) had reported 

approximately 342 total or 

partial blockades in 25 

states, including the 

Federal District. Santa 

Catarina, where Bolsonaro 

has major support, 

recorded the most 

disruptions, followed by 

Rio Grande do Sul and 

Paraná.

Bolsonaro's absence was 

interpreted as tacit 

support, with Bolsonaristas 

reportedly sharing 

messages on WhatsApp 

saying that the president 

was silent because he was 

“organizing” with the 

Armed Forces.
In one of the recordings 
circulating online, a 
protester could be heard 
threatening that they 
would only leave the 
streets “when the Army 
takes over the country”.
“It is the position of the 
president that will 
determine the direction of 
the protests… We are 
waiting for him to speak,” a 
protester told BBC News 
Brasil. “Either Bolsonaro 
goes to war, or he will 
disappear from the political 
scene, because then he is 
not the leader we thought.”

One of the major blockades 

took place on the Via Dutra 

highway, the main 

connection between São 

Paulo and Rio de Janeiro. 

People stranded in the area 

reported facing harassment 

and violence at the hands of 

Bolsonarista protestors. 

Speaking to Brasil de Fato, a 

teacher said that people 

who were trying to hitchhike 

were being harassed, and 

that the windows of a car 

stationed where people 

were taking refuge were 

broken.

The protests were further 

bolstered by Bolsonaro-allied 

elected officials and 

politicians who have taken a 

hostile and combative stance 

against Lula. “The 

government of Luiz Inácio 

Lula da Silva needs to know 

the terror of having us an 

opposition,” declared São 

Paulo councilor Fernando 

Holiday. Others called on the 

protesting truckers to not 

get “discouraged”.

Meanwhile, the National 

Confederation of Transport 

and Logistics Workers 

(CNTTL) strongly condemned 

the protests as “anti-

democratic”. It added that 

the Confederation defended 

“above all, democracy, that 

is, it respects the sovereign 

results of the polls.”

In a separate , the statement

organization added the 

protesting groups, which 

were allegedly being 

supported by sections of the 

Agribusiness sector, were 

“spreading the false claim 

that this demonstration is by 

truck drivers.”

The CNTTL stressed that the 

movement was not 

organized by workers, and 

that self-employed truck 

drivers and CLT workers were 

“victims of these blockades, 

since these [Bolsonarista] 

groups had hired truck 

freights with stones and 

earth to make it difficult to 

pass on the highways, a fact 

that constitutes a crime!”

The demonstrations were 

also opposed by the National 

Transport Confederation 

(CNT), stating that while it 

respected every citizen's 

right to demonstrate, its 

exercise must not harm 

other people's rights.

“In addition to economic 

upheavals, work stoppages 

create difficulties for people 

to move, including the sick, 

in addition to hampering 

access to the transport of 

basic necessities for the 

population, such as food, 

medicines and fuel,” it said in 

a statement.

The current governor of the 

state of São Paulo Rodrigo 

Garcia, who supported 

Bolsonaro in the second 

round, gave a press 

conference on the morning 

of November 1 wherein he 

affirmed that “We have a 

president-elect and that is 

president Lula.” He 

announced that there would 

be a R$100,000 per hour fine 

for anyone taking part in the 

road blockades and stated 

that: “The election is over. 

São Paulo respects 

democracy.”

The PRF had maintained that 

it had adopted “all measures 

for the return of normal 

flow” on Monday, including 

“prioritizing dialogue” while 

recognizing the “right of 

manifestation of the 

citizens”. However, videos 

circulating online have 

shown police telling 

protesters that “we are all in the 

same boat” and the “only order 

we have is to be here with you”. 

The CNTTL also accused police 

of “turning a blind eye” to illegal 

roadblocks”.

Police could also be seen 

diverting cars as groups of 

Bolsonaristas blocked a lane on 

the main access road to São 

Paulo.

The PRF stated that it had 

approached the Attorney 

General's Office (AGU) for a 

court order to halt the protests 

and resume traffic flow.

Finally, late on Monday night, 

the Minister of the Supreme 

Federal Court, Alexandre de 

Moraes, ordered the PRF to 

immediately clear all obstructed 

roads. The decision was issued 

in response to a request filed by 

the CNT and the deputy 

electoral attorney general, Paulo 

Gonet. Moraes stated that if the 

order was not complied with by 

12:00 AM on Tuesday, then the 

director general of the police, 

Silvinei Vasques, would face a 

fine of R100,000 ($19,302) per 

hour, a possible removal from 

office, and even arrest.
He also warned that protesters 
would face a similar fine if they 
did not clear the roads as 
ordered. Moraes had also 
summoned the justice minister, 
the attorney general of the 
Republic as well as the attorney 
generals in the states, and the 
commanders of the military 
police.
Meanwhile, several  have reports
suggested that Bolsonaro might 
finally make a statement on 
Tuesday, November 1.
Amid the attempted 
provocations, president-elect 
Lula has continued to receive 
messages of solidarity and 
support, and also  met with
Argentinian president Alberto 
Fernández on October 31.
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Brazil's Supreme Court Orders Suspension Of Bolsonarista Road Blockades

 By Tanupriya Singh

https://noticias.uol.com.br/colunas/leonardo-sakamoto/2022/10/31/silencio-de-bolsonaro-sobre-os-bloqueios-lubrifica-golpismo-nas-rodovias.htm
https://noticias.uol.com.br/eleicoes/2022/10/30/caminhoneiros-bolsonaristas-fecham-estrada-em-mt-nao-vamos-aceitar.htm
https://cnttl.org.br/noticia/10575/cnttl-repudia-acao-antidemocratica-de-grupos-politicos-rivais-em-algumas-estradas
https://g1.globo.com/politica/eleicoes/2022/noticia/2022/10/31/bolsonaro-pode-fazer-pronunciamento-ainda-nesta-segunda-ou-na-terca-sem-contestar-as-eleicoes-diz-ministro.ghtml
https://twitter.com/MidiaNINJA/status/1587133390968557575
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rotests were held in Pseveral cities in Morocco 

last October 17 to mark 

the International Day for the 

Eradication of Poverty. The 

actions were organized by the 

Moroccan Social Front (FSM) in 

defense of socio-economic 

rights and freedoms, and 

against neoliberal policies that 

have led to rising costs of living. 

The Front was also joined by the 

'Workers Democratic Way 

(WDW) party and the Moroccan 

Association of Human Rights 

(AMDH).

Monday was the culmination of 

three days of protests, 

beginning October 15, called by 

the FSM “in response to 

deteriorating social conditions” 

in Morocco, and to demand a 

“productive social dialogue 

conducive to responding to the 

demands of various segments 

of the Moroccan working 

people.”

Speaking to Peoples Dispatch, 

FSM National Secretariat 

member Mouad Eljohri said, “At 

least two-thirds of Morocco's 

population is living in poverty 

today, in conditions of 

vulnerability. This poverty has 

not fallen from the sky, it is a 

consequence of the class policy 

of the ruling class.”

“This is a policy based on rent, 

on monopoly, and on 

dependence— dependence on 

imperialist world capital. It is 

based on despotism.”

Eljohri added, “While poverty 

has risen and the purchasing 

power of the majority of 

citizens has suffered a serious 

blow, the fortune of the head 

of the government has 

doubled in two years!”

FSM activists in Rabat held a 

sit-in at Parliament Square on 

October 17 , denouncing the 

“policies of plunder, 

exploitation, and 

impoverishment of capitalism 

and imperialist aggression for 

which peoples around the 

world are paying the price” 

and the “economic and social 

policies of the state that are 

dependent on the imperialist 

political, economic, and 

financial decision-making 

centers, and which are hostile 

to the true and popular 

national interests”.

Eljohri stated that around 30 

FSM branches heeded the call 

to protest and took to the 

streets on October 17. Actions 

were held in cities including 

Casablanca, Marrakesh, and 

Tetouan. In Khenifra, activists 

raised slogans and marched 

while being surrounded by 

police on either side. In a 

video shared by news outlet 

Aabbir, police could then be 

seen trying to forcibly escort 

away certain activists.

'Poverty is a political crime'

The October 17 protests were 

organized against the 

backdrop of worsening 

economic conditions in 

Morocco. The country, which 

is heavily dependent on 

agriculture, is facing its worst 

drought in over three 

decades. The rate of inflation, 

which stood at 1.4% in 2021 

is  to reach 6.3% in expected

2022, after soaring to 8% in 

August. The country has also 

witnessed a rise in food 

prices.
A further increase in the cost 
of fuel also came into effect 
on October 17, as the 
government rejected calls for 
a cap on the price of diesel 
and gasoline. The price of 
diesel is  to reach expected
MAD 16 while the price of 
gasoline is set to exceed MAD 
14.
“Poverty in Morocco is a 
political crime committed by 
the existing regime,” WDW 
proclaimed in a statement on 
October 19. It stated that 
over 25 million people in 
Morocco were living in 
poverty, some of whom 
below the extreme poverty 
line.
“Poverty is the result of the 
accumulation of wealth in the 
hands of a few monopolists of 
the parasitic bourgeoisie, 
large landowners, senior civil 
and military state officials, 
and the various components 
of the Makhzen [Morocco's 
governing authority] mafia 
that employ political 
influence and social prestige 
to steal and rob the livelihood 
of the vast majority of the 
Moroccan people.”
The WDW further 

condemned imperialist 
forces including France as 
well as institutions such as 
the IMF and the World Bank 
“that care for the interests 
of imperialism and keep 
people under control in 
order to facilitate the 
process of the robbery of 
the goods of their 
countries.”
“Poverty is a social condition 
that can be eliminated when 
the oppressed people gather 
to extract their rights from 
the thieves and their 
masters,” WDW declared.
Key demands
FSM has outlined a series of 
demands including an 
increase in wages and a 
reduction in the prices of 
electricity and water bills as 
well as food items including 
oil and flour. It has called for 
a reduction in fuel prices 
and to return to the people 
“looted funds, including 17 
billion dirhams that were 
devoured by the  fuel lobby”. 
Importantly, FSM has called 
for the nationalization of 
Morocco's sole oil refinery— 
“this will contribute in a 
considerable way to security 

and national sovereignty in 
terms of energy,” Eljohri 
stated.

FSM has also demanded the 

withdrawal of “retrogressive” 

measures related to laws on 

strike and trade unions, and 

an end to contract work. It 

has rejected the 

government's proposed 

pension reforms which, 

Eljohri explained, will give 

way to an increase in the 

retirement age and reduce 

the salary after retirement.

Other key issues raised 

include ensuring free and 

quality public services for all, 

especially in health and 

education, providing 

adequate housing while 

“stopping the attack and 

robbery of the lands of the 

masses” by real estate 

mafias, guaranteeing the 

right to work, and providing 

unemployment 

compensation.

FSM has urged that rights 

including the freedom of 

union action, expression and 

association must be 

respected.

Eljohri added, “We came out 

to demand the immediate 

release of all political 

detainees in Morocco, those 

detained in the popular 

uprising of the Rif, and all 

journalists who have been 

detained in a completely 

illegal manner.”
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Progressive Forces In Morocco Demand Dignity For The Working Class

Protests were organized against the deteriorating economic 
conditions in Morocco. Photo: Moroccan Social Front. Protests 
were held in over 30 cities across Morocco on October 17 to 
demand an increase in wages, a reduction in prices of basic 
necessities, and the release of all political prisoners.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_JuvYcaHSQ0
https://peoplesdispatch.org/2022/07/28/democratic-way-announces-formation-of-a-new-workers-party-in-morocco/
https://www.reuters.com/article/morocco-economy-idAFL1N31J2B8
https://www.moroccoworldnews.com/2022/09/351462/moroccos-inflation-rate-rose-by-8-in-august-2022
https://www.moroccoworldnews.com/2022/10/351839/moroccos-fuel-prices-to-experience-new-increases-amid-global-crisis
https://annahjaddimocrati.org/ar/10743
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hana Montie, Is a True GMORAL Revolution from a 
citizenry evolution not 

Outstanding, still? Whew, what 
should the nation do, just stand at 
nil? How come important men are 
impotent in Power Tents without 
Ideation and cannot ACT? except out 
of corrupt self-interest rather than 
national interest, even when political 
annihilation is staring their NPP 
smack in the face? They rather strive 
to protect their created “Ofori Attah” 
tin gods who they cannot dodge. 
Those who swore to disown 
corruption only to be consumed by 
it, are they not in charge with greed 
as their creed?

Are there no selfless National 
protective Fathers and Mothers with 
dominion to look after “yen ara 
y'asaase yi”; embrace the entire 
nation with vision and with grand 
causes to lead us to safety from 
insecurity and entrenched corruption 
which is the underlying issue why 
Ken Ofori Attah has been planted like 
an unshakeable, indispensable rock 
of offense, with a lost plot?

The resulting mismanagement and 
inflicted extreme hardship in the 
system is at knife's edge, 
empowering seismic change by 
gingering up anger to rise up to a 
near crescendo of explosion for the 
sake of saving the future. What is the 
sacrifice going to be? Must the 
nation suffer while President Akufo 
Addo sticks to his rusty guns by Ken 
Ofori Atta's untenable side in mutual 
protection? Must The whole 
governing corrupt system not be 
overhauled after egoistic nepotism & 
self-destructive abysmal failure?

What is a President who as Attorney 
General refused to prosecute the 
same Ken Ofori Attah when asked by 
the SFO to do so, going to do it now!

What should happen to President 
Akufo – Addo who sees no evil, hears 
no evil and covers up evil even when 
evil is being done right in his face, if 
he finally finds strength in his voice 
to sack or ask his “consecrated” Ken 
Ofori Attah to resign when undue 
protracted damage is already done. 
Has “Kenbond” not been 
implementing the President's 
approved policies with the 
President's applause, and our disgust 
at their recalcitrance? How can one 
go without the other is the 

Presidential challenge!

Instead of heroes we have woes 
from those with egoes and power 
but cannot do….”won ntumi” .

Dear Ghana, Have I not been 
warning that there is a destructive 
force of nation wreckers within our 
politics including Presidents and 
would be Presidents ? How they 
collude to shortchange Ghana with 
covert operations! How they seek 
to destroy lives to protect their 
secrets and ambitions! Thank God 
for vindication that when things 
are terrible, insiders with 
knowledge must sacrifice and ACT 
to protect the national interest.

How interesting that 80 of the 
majority MP”s who hitherto had 
eyes but could not see beyond 
rubber stamping obvious 
governmental malfeasance have 
suddenly “got religion” seekìng Ken 
Ofori Attah's sacking, rather 
belatedly when they should NOT 
have approved him, twice, in the 
first place! Are these the men we 
have been waiting to see? Should 
we clap for them to do more than 
just seek to protect their political 
turf “to break the eight” that is 
receding into a mirage as we 
speak?

Now then, is the majority MP,'s 
with “U.K copy cat ” clamor for 
Ofori attah's head the beginnings 
of a dreaded “insider coup” that 
will spiral upwards to engulf the 
President who should not have 
appointed Ofori Attah, but did so, 
to spite a defrauded nation, with a 
fake christian charade?

Will complicit MP's who have been 
culprits in corrupt misgovernance 
from both sides of the political 
divide ultimately stand firm to 
provide the spark that will ignite 
the purge for purity and goodness 
in our public space? They must 
begin with themselves, repeal 
cyclical 4 year pensions and 
hideous Presidential packages etc 
in article 71 mutial back- rubs as 
they seek to freeze nonsensical 
expenditures? Will we see some 
Ministerial and MP principled 
resignations for a cause celèbrè of 
not just Ofori Attah's sacking, but a 
fundamental redress of systemic 
dysfunction or is that too much to 
ask?

Will Ken Ofori Attah ever give an 
account of his databank divestiture 
initiated ” Tiger Fund' witholdings 
of 15% of divested national entities 
and $15m SSNIT funds relating to 
Societè Genèral which have been 
untraceable among other feats 
such as “Agyapa” conundrums and 
reckless conflict of interest 
borrowings that has Ghana 
stagnated in a debt stupor or is he 
just to be sacked?

Has the cedi, as the worse 
performing currency not Betrayed 
Veep Bawumia as being not 
credible? We feel lied to and duped 
by his ” “strong” economic 
management team. The Ghana 
economy is utterly “shambollic' and 
the cedi has become “gyimi gyimi' 
and hatahata” after insane grabs 
from a leaking Ghana raft, adrift 
and sinking in a misgovernance 
mire led by Power bigots and their 
“mi amigo hirelings even as Ken 
Ofori Attah taunts us that we 
should not panic because they 
cannot feel our pain, read our 
intense anger or feel our hunger 
and utmost frustration. Is it 
economic freedom, is it economic 
justice when timely calls for redress 
were met with abusive mockery 
and overt impudence? oh Oman 
Ghana , due ne amane hunu”, I 
shall not say I told you So!

Indeed, in a Ghana where all are 
suffering, yet Presidential 
daughters utilize multi -million 
dollar properties side by side in 
plush Cantoments for boutiques 
and restaurants, are they indulging 
pastimes or running businesses 
intended to turn profits? Is that a 
shinning example of 1D1F, one 
constituency one million dollars to 
bring prosperity to the suffering 
masses?

Yes, Indeed Where is demonstrative 
leadership when the nation is being 
ravaged by Gallamsey in a 
corruption inferno that is savage 
and indiscriminate? The heartless 
rape is the new national mis-
development agenda with 
existential recriminations that 
should incite rage as the gallamsey 
scavengers set loose like demons 
devour Ghana entrails for self-
enrichment and national 
impoverishment without control.

Starting from Truth, we need 
acknowledgment that we are doing 

things wrong.

We are not doing our best for our 
country. All our institutions are 
rotten in corruption. We are all 
trapped in a corrupt mediocrity 
tyranny, trying to see our “how far”, 
cheating in our little corners while 
we complain, waiting for the next 
election fanfare, so that politicians 
will come with expected illgotten 
booties for our votes. The thievery 
on a massive scale is not 
sanctioned by ANY Democratic 
Ethic. It is sheer tolerated national 
destructive idiocy.

No wonder they disappear and 
treat the populace shabilly like the 
beggars the masses have become, 
for little drops of free education , 
give a dog a bone, whether they 
can afford to pay or not so that 
they can become grateful card 
holders and payback via votes .

We are in a dumb cyclical dump 
while sidetracked by an enforced e-
levy because it is easy pickings not 
financial intelligence, it is 
indulgence without comprehensive 
coherence that has also failed the 
“Beyond Aid “prophets and landed 
us at IMF ailing for Aid

This is the Testament: That the 
ordinary men and women and even 
children should rise up and fight to 
reclaim what is Right. The frontier 
to fight is our dependence on 
Corruption

Ghana's 1992 Constitution clearly 
has bogus provisions that enable 
governance to become a super 

structure of corruption and 
oppression centred around one 
person, the President, with an 
institutional & citizen collusion 
that eats up development. 
Corruption is now the sad unity 
glue transcending political party, 
tribal, gender and age metrics in 
plundering development without 
reckoning ?

We have self -service leaders at all 
levels who raid us dry with little or 
no repercussion This is the 
foundation of corruption which 
the populace feel justified to copy 
or emulate for survival in a 
bottomless spiral. This is why The 
whole system needs 
“OVERTHROW!”

Please do not put words in my 
mouth or misquote me. IF what I 
have said with clarity is not clear 
enough, I am saying that the 
absolute disdain of good counsel, 
the corrupt big doings and 
mismanagement by those in 
nepotistic power with resulting 
severe unprecedented hardship is 
calling for a spontaneous 
implosion that will overwhelm us 
when we least expect it. who 
knows what the last straw that 
will invite the match stick that will 
ignite the fire which the President 
will attempt to douse on Oct 30th, 
2022 at 8pm will be? Will he 
speak the Truth? Will there be a 
truce?
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