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Alan, Bawumia Birthdays: The Clear Contrasts   

He Says Payment Of Ex-gratia Must Be Scrapped 

KWABENA AGYEPONGKWABENA AGYEPONGKWABENA AGYEPONG

Former NPP General Secretary, Kwabena Agyepong

ormer General Secretary and Fflagbearer hopeful of the 
governing New Patriotic Party 

(NPP), Kwabena Agyepong, has said 
there is the urgent need to scrap the 
payment of ex-gratia every four years 

to Article 71 officeholders.
According to him the country does 
not have the financial resources to 
support such payments.
Agyepong contended that persons 
such as Members of Parliament can 

be given “something little” after 
serving their terms in office but it 
should not be in the current lump 
sum even for MPs who return to 
Parliament.
He listed the Speaker of Parliament, 

Ade Coker 
Punches 
Akufo-Addo 

… Claims The Govt's Planting For Food 
And Jobs Prog. Is Campaign sloganIn Major Setback For US And EU, OPEC+ Decides To Cut Global Oil Production

n Monday 3rd October 2022 the Orespected Hon. Alan John Kwadwo 
Kyerematen Celebrated his 67th 

Birthday in the same week on Friday 7th 
October 2022 the Vice president of Ghana also 
celebrated his 59th Birthday. Normally, there 
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 By Citizen Ekow Abu Alidu

Education Sector 
To Undergo Review 
…As 2022 National Education 
Week Commences In Accra 

he Deputy Education Minister, Rev. TJohn Ntim-Fordjor has expressed 
optimism that the 2022 National 

Education Week which began yesterday in 
Accra will result in major review of the 
education sector.

The Deputy Minister who spoke on behalf of 

Dr Yaw Adutwum, the Minister of Education 

said, “The NEW 2022 has brought together 
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ccording to the Ghana Revenue AAuthority, domestic revenue grew 

nominally by 28.6% whiles customs 

revenue grew nominally by 29.8%. 
This was disclosed at a press briefing by the 
Authority in Accra last Friday. 
The Commissioner-General of the GRA  Rev. 
Dr. Ammishaddai Owusu-Amoah speaking at 
briefing  hinted that tax compliance would 
soon be the yardstick for land and vehicle 
registration in the country.
  He explained that individuals would be 
eligible to register their property with the 
Land Commission and the Diver and Vehicle 
Licensing Authority (DVLA), dependent on 
their tax compliance.

According to him, a proposal has been tabled 
and waiting approval from the Finance 
Ministry and Parliament.
The Commissioner-General disclosed this 
while answering questions at a media 
engagement in Accra on Friday, where 
discussions centered on issues and policies 
being implemented by the Authority.
He said the Land Commission or DVLA will 
track applicant's tax compliance, using their 
Ghana card, which would be a requirement 
for registration.
This, he urged all and sundry to ensure that 
they file their annual tax returns to prevent 
any eventuality or denial.
He informed editors and senior practitioners 
of the media fraternity that the move is to 
ensure compliance and hence tax 
mobilisation in the country.
KmygAs part of revenue mobilization and 
enforcement measures, the Commissioner-
General added that the Authority has set up 
a system and stationed officers at the major 
retail centers to collect data on transactions.
He was sure that this would further address 
under understatement of Value Added Tax by 
enterprises.
"Additionally, GRA is cracking the whip hard 
on all defaulting businesses this year. Some 
businesses have been brought before the Tax 
Courts on charges of failure to pay tax 
contrary to Section 80 of the Revenue 
Administration Act 2016 (Act 915) and failure 
to issue VAT invoices on purchase of goods 
and services," he stated. 
He further indicated that a pilot online 
programme has been commissioned as part 
of the move to address public concerns that 
auction activities by GRA, which are often 
shrouded in secrecy. According to him, the 
pilot programme, christensen 'Electronic 
auction (E-Auction)', would take off  later 
part of October with 15 vehicles on 
auction.icums.gov.gh.
Although the GRA boss is confident that the 
approach is for the common good of the 
country, the Association of Auctioneers of 
Ghana have kicked against the development, 

since the automated auction system didn't include 
them and fears are that it may kicked them out of 
business.
The Authority expects that the E-Auction will increase 
revenue, bring about transparency, and harmonisation 
of the auction system as well as ensure that interested 
parties interact directly with the Authority and not 
individuals.
Rev. Dr. Ammishaddai added that revenue from the 
electronic transfer levy (E-levy) is increasing month on 
month at about 20 percent.
"We commenced the implementation of this levy in 
May 2022. Revenue from E-levy as at September 2022 
amounted to GHS328.80 million," he stated.
Meanwhile, the government has revised this year's 
revenue target to E-levy to GH₵611 million. A revised 
figure of initial GH₵6.9 billion and GH₵4.9 billion.
He pointed out that the Authority has ended a post 
implementation  survey on E-levy, designed to identify 
challenges, address concerns and seal loopholes in the 
electronic money transfer system.
"It is worth mentioning that, month-on-month basis we 
continue to see a 20% improvement in collection of the 
levy. It is therefore our expectation that, this will 
continue and improve domestic revenue generation to 
support government expenditure," he added.
The implementation of the Electronic Tax Compliance 
Certificate (E-TCC) and Electronic Invoicing (E-invoicing) 
were equally to ensure tax compliance.
For instance the E-voicing hope to address forgery, 
overstatement of invoice of VAT input or output, high 
cost of tax audit, lack of data for effective compliance as 
well as carding of invoice.
On tax mobilisation, he said "it has been a fairly good 
third quarter for GRA. In terms of revenue, we have 
been able to make some gains due to our collective 
resolve to achieve our target. He noted that at the end 
of the third quarter, Total tax revenue of GH¢51,580.17 
million was collected for the period as against a target 
of GH¢52,046.78 million.

TUESDAY 11TH OCTOBER, 2022

HANDS OFF OUR FORESTS! 

he continued degradation of the Tcountry's lands, forests and ecosystem 

is very worrying. 
This is in spite of warning from 
environmentalists about the dangers 
associated with continued deterioration of the 
country's natural reserve due to exploitation 
of natural resources.
A months ago, some group of professors 
renewed the warning to government about 
attempts to allow the Chinese to exploit the 
Atiwa forests of its bauxite.
The warning was as a result of the fact that 
most river bodies generate their source of 
water from the Atiwa Forest reserve.
That warning has not been heeded and there 
are clear indications that the Chinese 
engineers will soon enter the forest.
There are also some forests which are facing 
similar such threats.
The World Bank recently cautioned Ghana 
against the continuous wanton degradation of 
its land, forest and other natural resources 
warning that the country risked not achieving 
the Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 15, 
which is protecting the ecosystem to promote 
biodiversity.
It is the hope of this paper that somebody 
somewhere would see wisdom in taking steps 
to stop the land degradation and reverse the 
trend by embarking on reforestation to win 
back degraded lands and forests.
There is clearly the need, in the face of the 
facts presented, for the government to hands 
off the Atiwa forest and other natural 
resource.

GRA Exceeds Target For Tax Revenue 
Performance For September 2022
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Alban Bagbin together with 

 Osei Kyei-Mensah-Bonsu 

(Majority Leader and Suame 

MP) and Kobina Tahir Hammond 

(Adansi Asokwa MP) as people 

who have benefited greatly from 

payment of ex-gratia over the 

years due to their long stay in the 

legislature.

In an interview with Accra-based 

Joy News, Mr. Agyepong said such 

payment were not right on any 

moral standing stressing that it 

should halt with immediate 

effect.

“Ex-gratia should be like a 

parachute payment. When you 

have served your country like a 

Member of Parliament…it's a 

difficult assignment. I would say it 

is like marriage. When you 

elevate a lady to certain level as a 

wife and you want to leave, 

that's why they let you pay 

alimony.

“You have to support her. You 

cannot allow her just to drop 

because you are leaving. That's 

not right. It is not fair. You make 

somebody an honorable 

Member of Parliament, he 

served when he is going home, 

something little. Maybe he can 

take the car away,” the former 

NPP General Secretary said on 

October 6.

“…not after every four years. I 

never understood that. If you are 

coming back it cannot be ex-

gratia. I see the Speaker and the 

likes of Kyei Mensah, they must 

have benefited a lot. My good 

friend KT Hammond…that is not 

right. It cannot be right on any 

moral standing. We should stop 

it immediately. We don't have 

the money as a country,” he 

added.

Former President Mahama while 

speaking to a gathering of NDC 

lawyers pledged to implement 

recommendations of the 

Constitutional Review 

Committee as well as review ex-

gratia payments in the next NDC 

administration

“The next NDC government must 

commit to the implementation of 

the review of the 1992 

Constitution, which was begun 

by President John Evans Atta 

Mills of blessed memory. This 

review should among others aim 

at reforming the judiciary and 

tackle head-on issues on ex-

gratia payments and other 

matters of Article 71 

emoluments” Mahama said.

Bono Regional Chairman of the 

NPP, Kwame Baffoe, popularly 

shouldn't have been a need to 

 compare but these two gentlemen 

are undoubtedly the front-runners 

for the NPP Presidential primaries and 

therefore we need to fish out the 

differences which stood out at both 

celebrations. Below is a list of the 

pointers:

1. Both Gentlemen were born on 

Monday (Monday, October 3, 1955) 

and (Monday 7th October 1963

2. Whereas Alan's Birthday happened 

on his day of birth Bawumia's own did 

not. This will happen again in 2025 

after Alan is sworn into office as 

President (The beauty of it) but not 

so for Bawumia. This suggests that 

the sands of time agree with the 

assertion that 'Aduru Alan So'

3. The Vice President's Birthday was 

widely attended by Ministers and 

government appointees whiles Alan 

Kyerematens' Birthday was attended 

massively by the party grassroots.
4. The Vice President financed his 
campaign and cut one cake, but 
Alan's party was organized by 
supporters and had more cakes than 
can be counted with several parties 

across the country. 
5. The Vice President chose the 
Birthday Celebration over Ghana's 
economy (even as Chairman of the 
Economy Management Team), he had 
a lot of time at his disposal to be 
celebrating on a working day which 
possibly made him miss the Friday 
Ṣalāt al-Jumuʿah prayers, Alan 
Kyerematen sacrificed personal joy to 
go to work on Monday and serve the 
country all day. He chose Ghana over 
his birthday, a clear indication of his 
commitment to sacrifice for the 
country's benefit.
6. Alan Kyerematen showed that he is 
a UNIFIER, by sending a birthday 
message to the Vice President. He did 
the same for the Vice President's wife 
(Hajia Samira Bawumia on 20th 
August) but neither the veep nor his 
wife could reciprocate the gesture. A 
sign that some say shows the 
maturity of Mr. Kyerematen.

7. Both Bawumia and Vladimir Putin 

were born on 7th October. (Putin is 

the main cause of the Russian-

Ukraine war, a war which has been 

blamed widely for affecting Ghana's 

economy perhaps more than the 

combined effect of COVID-19 and 

the Ebola outbreak. The only known 

global Icon who also celebrates his 

birthday on 3rd October with Alan 

Kyerematen is Zlatan Ibrahimović 

(One of the Greatest Football 

Strikers of All Time).

8. In the corner of birthday wishes, 

most of the open wishes we heard 

online and read on social media in 

line with the Vice President's 

birthday; were by government 

appointees. Mr. Kyerematen 

however received an avalanche of 

birthday wishes from the party 

grassroots, market women, taxi & 

trotro drivers, and other regular 

citizens who could not hold their joy 

to witnessing another birthday of 

one of Africa's finest gentlemen.

9. On Alan's birthday, there was a 

massive celebration in Tamale, 

where Pro-Alan Groups in Tamale 

donated to an orphanage and also 

organized a big party. This was 

replicated at Asante Akyem with a 

clean-up exercise and a party after 

that. The Vice President's party 

however took place at his residence, 

a small beautiful party that was 

attended by ministers and 

government appointees as stated 

earlier. He also spent some time with 

cured lepers as part of the 

celebration.

10. Our Vice President could not 

hide his joy but gave citizens a buga 

dance as part of the celebration. 

Alan Kyerematen, however, could 

not dance but was busy at work 

because he believes fixing Ghana's 

economic challenges is more 

important than parties, music, and 

dance.

Whereas some may say this 

comparison means nothing, 

discussions on social media suggest 

that these pointers serve as a guide 

to delegates when anointing a 

candidate who will lead the NPP 

party to victory and break the eight.

Fellow Ghanaians, which of these 

two gentlemen would die for the 

good of the country as against the 

one who will fiddle even as 'Rome 

burns'?

Source -- Citizen Ekow Abu Alidu 

(Baobab Media Gh)
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He Says Payment Of Ex-gratia Must Be Scrapped 
KWABENA AGYEPONG

known as Abronye DC however, 

said Mahama benefited from 

ex-gratia payment to the tune 

of GH¢14 million in 2013 – a 

claim the office of the former 

president has denied.

Abronye DC also said Mahama 

cannot scrap the payment of ex-

gratia because he “loves ex-

gratia more than his wife 

Lordina”.

The NPP in press conference 

also said the promise by 

Mahama was mere political 

rhetoric aimed at swaying 

voters.

Alan, Bawumia Birthdays: The Clear Contrasts   

from front  page

Mr. Alan Kyerematen.

TUESDAY 11TH OCTOBER, 2022

Vice President Dr. Mahamoudu Bawumia
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In Major Setback For US And EU, OPEC+ Decides To Cut Global Oil Production

Hazara Women Protest Attacks On Students In Kabul

(Photo: Ariana News/Twitter) Following a blast in 
a predominantly Hazara majority area, which 
killed 43 and injured 82, women from the ethnic 
minority community demonstrated against the 
attacks and demanded the “end of this genocide”

TUESDAY 11TH OCTOBER, 2022
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s part of the Anationwide 
digitalization roll out at 

the Accra digital center, the 
Micro Credit and Small Loans 
Center (MASLOC) has started 
a two-day training exercise 
for its workforce.
The two-day training session, 
is intended to familiarize 
employees with a new 
software that will resource 
the institutions credit and 
other aligned departments to 
efficiently process, disburse 
and recover approved loans 
to  clients with  features that 
will allow software 
application to provide optimal 
efficiency for loan processing.
The complete 
implementation of the 
different phases of the 
software will allow Masloc 
eliminate its manual 
processes and align its system 
on an improved platform, 
compatible to new and 
complex modern banking 
systems used globally.
In an age of technological 
advancement and with 

institutions migrating to 
advanced secure digital 
platforms, the new Loan 
Management Software (LMS) 
training will not only equip and 
improve service delivery to our 
clients through a secure 
database, but will also 
complement our efforts to 
promote all categories of 
customers to patronize services 
through simple and personalized 
solutions such as mobile 
applications, USSD short codes, 
etc.
Additionally, the goal is to equip 
our key users to use the software 
while we coordinate the full of 
implementation of the system to 
the benefit our customers. 
The training is for participants 
from our credit, IT, finance and 
audit departments as well as 
sector managers, regional and 
district credit managers, credit 
officers and regional 
accountants. 
Masloc's digital infrastructure 
would be leveraged by MSMEs, 
cooperatives, business 
associations and individuals to 
automate, innovate, build 

capacity and access credit at 
competitive interest rates.
The training follows the 
announcement, of support from 
the African Development Bank 
(AfDB) through the Ministry of 
Finance to boost MASLOC's 
determination to establish a 
strong digital infrastructure to 
support its operations. 
Participants are expected to 
leave the program with new 
knowledge and skills in line with 
Masloc CEO, Hajia Abibata 
Shanni Mahama Zackariah, 
strategic vision to automate all 
MASLOC operations to create a 
paperless loan application, loan 
repayment and efficient recovery 
system.
Madam Zackariah added that, 
participants are anticipated to go 
away this system with new data 
and expertise, and strategic 
imaginative and prescient to 
automate all MASLOC operations 
to create a paperless mortgage 
utility, mortgage reimbursement 
and environment friendly 
restoration system. 

he Greater Accra 

TRegional Chairman of 

the National Democratic 

Congress (NDC), Joseph Kobina 

Ade-Coker, has descended 

heavily on President Nana Akufo-

Addo and described his 

performance as very appalling 

especially in the areas of job 

creation for the teeming youth 

and food security.

Expressing disappointment in 

Akufo-Addo's administration, Mr 

Coker noted that President 

Akufo-Addo claimed to have 

launched the Planting for Food 

and Jobs programme with the 

aim of creating jobs, as well as 

to end the disgraceful 

spectacle of Ghana importing 

food stuffs from neighbouring 

countries but this initiative has 

turned out to be unproductive 

and deceptive.

According to Mr Coker, there 

are clear evidence that the 

Planting for Food and Jobs 

programme was a campaign 

electioneering slogan adopted 

by Mr Akufo-Addo and his New 

Patriotic Party (NPP) just to 

induce and persuade the 

electorate to vote for them to 

win political power.

He pointed out that it was clear 

that the Akufo-Addo led NPP 

government has failed 

Ghanaians woefully, saying that 

the millions of young people 

nationwide remain unemployed 

because of the bad economic 

policies of the current 

government.

He added that there are 

increased prices of transport 

fares currently in Ghana under 

the leadership of President 

Akufo-Addo than any successive 

President before in Ghana.

Speaking in an interview on XYZ 

Television, Mr Coker stated that 

President Akufo-Addo 

superintending the deterioration 

of Ghana's economy irrespective 

of the excessive borrowing by his 

administration.

"It is a high time for Ghanaians to 

continue to remember former 

President John Dramani 

Mahama in their prayers 

because President Dramani 

Mahama is the only 

President who never 

borrowed too much from the 

international community but 

did a lot to bring social and 

infrastructure development 

projects and programmes to 

the door steps of 

Ghanaians," Mr Coker 

stressed.

He maintained that 

President Akufo-Addo when 

in opposition bragged and 

made juicy promises to 

save the country from ditch 

and economic doldrums' yet 

he has failed woefully in all 

sectors.

Mr Coker indicated that 

President Akufo-Addo and 

the New Patriotic Party in 

the 2016 general elections 

made those striking 

promises just to induce and 

cajole the electorate and 

termed the promises as 

false hope.

According to him, there is a 

massive rise in the food 

prices in Ghana under the 

current administration 

despite the claim being 

made by President Akufo-

Addo of implementing its 

government's Planting for 

Food and Jobs programme.
The NDC top shot pointed 
out that the poverty level of 
many Ghanaians had 
increased drastically under 
President Akufo-Addo, 
adding that there are 
abundant numbers of yams 
in the Northern Region 
because Ghanaians do not 
have money have to 
purchase them.
"It doesn't mean that 
because of Planting for 
Food and Jobs programme 
that is why there were more 
yams in the Northern 
Region but it was clear that 
the people in this country do 
not have money to buy the 
yams, preventing the 

farmers from getting market 
for their products, Mr Coker 
maintained.

He pointed out that 

President Akufo-Addo has 

failed Ghanaians to achieve 

his vision to modernize 

agriculture, improve 

production efficiency, 

achieve food security, and 

profitability for farmers, all 

aimed at significantly 

increasing agricultural 

productivity. 

He stated that President 

Akufo-Addo's posture and 

comments were promising 

to have made him a 

wonderful president who 

would leave a legacy yet 

there is nothing to show 

after being in office for 

almost six years.

According to Mr Coker, he 

doesn't remember a lot of 

things that have impacted 

the economy, indeed the 

economy today is not the 

best, there are more 

unemployed youth and the 

youth on the street are still 

there.

The NDC kingpin 

expressed concern over 

high food stuffs rate and 

the fact that the 

government is making 

empty promises in investing 

in agriculture projects. 

He stressed that Nana 

Addo's regime has clearly 

shown that the problems 

and challenges in Ghana 

are in excess and deeper 

than what we think it is.

Mr Coker, therefore, 

indicated that Ghana needs 

a visionary leader like 

former President John 

Dramani Mahama who 

believes in principles that 

hinge on transformation 

and development for the 

people and that is what 

NDC stands for. 

MASLOC Trains Staff On Nationwide Digitalization Roll Out
 By Florence Anim

TUESDAY 11TH OCTOBER, 2022

… Claims The Govt's Planting For Food And Jobs Prog. Is Campaign slogan

Ade Coker Punches Akufo-Addo 
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Education Sector To Undergo Review 
…As 2022 National Education Week Commences In Accra 

Dr Yaw Adutwum, Minister of EducationDr Yaw Adutwum, Minister of EducationDr Yaw Adutwum, Minister of Education
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What Explains The Difference Between The Polls And Election Results In Brazil?

By Brasil de Fato

Incumbent Brazilian President Jair Bolsonaro performed much better than anticipated 
by opinion polls. Experts weigh in on why the polls failed to gauge the extent of 
support for him. Bolsonaro has always told his supporters not to believe in research 
institutes. The consequence was a distancing of this electorate from the instruments 
that capture the surveys - Ricardo Stuckert and Agência Brasil

TUESDAY 11TH OCTOBER, 2022
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“Democracy Is Our Word”: The Historic Exchange Between 
Venezuela, Cuba, And US Working People Held In New York

By Natalia Marques

Some of the speakers at People's Summit: Democracy Beyond US Empire (From left to right: 
Kristin Richardson Jordan, Claudia de la Cruz, Carlos Faria, Bruno Rodriguez, Vijay Prashad) 
(Photo: People's Summit). Diplomats from Global South nations including Cuba and Venezuela, 
organizers, and working people gathered in Harlem on September 25, to challenge imperialism
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