
THURSDAY 15TH SEPTEMBER, 2022VOL. 29     NO.  1343 4.00

theinsightnewsonline.com

Cont. on page 3

  page 3 

Cont. on page 2

TOGBE AFEDETOGBE AFEDETOGBE AFEDE
He Says Squandering State Funds Now An Acceptable Phenomenon

Togbe Afede XIV
he Agbogbomefia and TParamount Chief of the Asogli 
State, Togbe Afede XIV, has  

bemoaned the plundering of the 
nation's resources by its duty-bearers 
and thus called on them to consider the 
nation's present economic status and 
avoid excessive spending to protect the 

public purse.
He said although the founding fathers 
and the present constitution directed 
leadership to secure progress and 
development, the high living cost and 
sinking economy had become the 
nation's portion.
Addressing the grand durbar of the 

Asogli Yam Festival last Saturday, 
Togbe Afede, who is also an 
investment accountant, said the 
nation would require truthful 
leadership to consolidate the tenets 
of governance.
He called on leaders to avoid what 
he called, “deceit but admit the 
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'Ghosts' Payment 

John Ampontuah Kumah, Deputy Minister for Finance 

he Civil and Local TGovernment Staff Association 
of Ghana (CLOGSAG) has 

described as untenable the 
explanation by a Deputy Minister for 
Finance on the payment of over 
GHC1.1 million as salaries to some 3 
individuals described as 'ghosts' by 
the Auditor General.
According to CLOGSAG,  John Kumah
Ampontuah's attribution of the 
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payment to a payroll mishap cannot be 

 justified.

In a statement signed by the Executive 

Secretary of CLOGSAG, Isaac Bampoe 

Addo, the association said the 3 

individuals whose identity was given by 

the deputy minister as staff of the Ghana 

Revenue Authority seconded to the 

ministry of finance should not have 

received the said payment in the first 

place.

“CLOGSAG finds the Minister's excuse 

untenable since seconded staff from the 

GRA are already on the GRA payroll, thus 

there was no need to make an effort to 

pay them again outside the nominal roll 

of Ministry of Finance," parts of the 

statement said.

The association noted that the 

explanation by the minister rather raises 

further questions about whether due 

processes were followed in the 

secondment of the three persons from 

GRA to the ministry of finance.

“Was their secondment approved by the 

Office of the Head of Civil, as required by 

the Civil Service Act?” they questioned.

The association emphasised that it is 

waiting for further details on the matter 

as there is a need for truthfulness in such 

a situation.

The Auditor General's report for 2021 

captured three persons as having 

received in excess of GHC1.1 million as 

salaries on the books of the ministry of 

finance while their records as employees 

of the ministry could not be traced.

“We noted that, three persons were paid 

a total of GH¢1,112,895.96 as salaries for 

the period January 2020 to December 

2021, but we could not trace their 

personal files and names on the nominal 

roll of the Ministry,” the report said.

However, the Deputy Minister for 

Finance and Economic Planning, John 

Ampontuah Kumah, in a recent Facebook 

post disclosed that the state has 

recovered the amount of GH¢1,112,896.00 

from the three individuals.

“Kindly note that the funds paid were 

recovered when the attention of the Ministry 

was drawn to this anomaly,”  said.John Kumah

Explaining the circumstances leading to the 

recipients of the payment being tagged as 

ghosts, which he described as an anomaly, the 

deputy minister said the situation was due to a 

payroll misunderstanding.

“The three ghost names are personnel 

seconded from GRA, for whom there was some 

misunderstanding about which payroll they 

belonged for the period of the secondment. 

The amounts paid have been recovered from 

the GRA as indicated and the ministry will in 

due time share more details,” he wrote.
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ata released by the Bank of Ghana Drecently indicated that Ghana's debt 

was now over $40 billion, which is 

almost double what was bequeathed to this 

administration.  
What is worrying about the country's rising 
debt level is that no stop-gap measures appears 
to be put in place to halt the phenomenon. 
Instead, floatation of new bonds domestically 
and abroad appears to be the order of the day 
which has far-reaching repercussions for the 
nation in terms of its debt sustainability.
Already, the unbridled government borrowing is 
giving many financial analysts headache since 
that appears to be the only leeway or succor in 
government raising needed capital for 
infrastructural projects.
Paradoxically, political watchers are worried 
that the present managers of the economy who 
in recent past complained about borrowing are 
themselves doing worse.
Reality of governance, has undoubtedly 
dawned, and it is important that a new 
paradigm shift is charted since the rate of 
borrowing is not sustainable in the long run.
The attempt by some official spokespersons to 
score political points using economic indicators 
which clearly do not make sense and also 
address the looming debt crisis because of their 
obvious contradictions and deficiencies is the 
most worrying.   
The time to domesticate the economy to grow 
and eat what the country needs and quicken 
the industrial pace to lessen imports is now 
more than important to the nation's survival.
 

THE LOOMING DEBT CRISIS 
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 reality and show concern for the 

plight of the people.

 “Those who fought for our 

independence thought we were 

going to rule ourselves, but the 

dream of self-governance has 

eluded us. We have not been able 

to deliver as our people wanted.”

The traditional ruler, also the 

executive chairman of World 

Trade Centre, Accra, lamented 

how political leadership 

continued to be institutionalised 

as an avenue for personal gain.

He said: “Leaders are concerned 

about politics and not 

development. They are only 

concerned about how to secure 

and retain power, and not the 

development of the nation. The 

money outlook is affecting 

leadership and has made 

governance a matter of life and 

death. 

“Everyone is seeking to rob the 

nation's resources, and those who 

steal the nation's wealth cannot 

bring development. It is very 

challenging, and we must fight 

against it.

“Stealing the nation's money 

has become part of us. People 

do not take national projects 

seriously.”

Togbe mentioned the payment 

of gratuitous emoluments and 

the present procurement 

regimes, all which he said 

milked the nation and should 

be reconsidered.

He said the citizenry had a 

greater role to play in realising 

the needed development and 

called for the commitment to 

unity and hard work, which he 

said was, “very important.”The 

Agbogbomefia wondered why 

Ghana has inadequate 

infrastructural development 

despite its rich natural 

resources.

According to him, the country 

has a huge debt stock and there 

is too little to show for the 

country's borrowing.

 noted that Ghana's Togbe Afede

weak economic fundamentals 

have been exposed by COVID-

19 and the Russia-Ukraine war.

“Our economic problems 

predate  and the COVID-19

Russia-Ukraine war. We are lucky 

to have so much – 30 per cent of 

all mineral resources in the 

world, so much of the world's 

arable lands, yet we cultivate so 

little to the world's output, and 

we remain poor, and the worst 

part is that we are so much 

indebted,” a worried Togbe Afede 

said.

“More worrying is the fact that, 

with a lot of debt, we cannot tell 

what that has done for us. So we 

still lack a lot of the basic 

facilities; poor roads. From Accra 

to Ho and Ho to Aflao, we know 

how bad the road is. Many of 

these roads used to be very 

good. If they were good and are 

now bad, then it means that we 

have retrogressed as a country,” 

he added.

Togbe Afede said, the theme for 

the festival, “Let's eschew greed 

and corruption,” would help 

deliberate on the nation's current 

disposition.

An anti-corruption day 

celebration, youth empowerment 

forum, and a summit of chiefs, 

counts among a novelty 

introduced as the festival 

returned from a three-year 

break.

Mr John Dramani Mahama, 

former President, who graced 

the durbar, commended Togbe 

Afede for rebranding the festival 

and giving it an international 

appeal.

There was a display of Asogli 

culture at the festival, and the 

festival brought together the 

various divisions in a mega 

procession that emptied the Ho 

community into Jubilee Park. 

Togbe Adzi Lakle Howusu, 

Awafiaga, (warrior division) of 

Asogli State, in a welcome 

address, recounted the struggles 

to establish the State, and 

appealed to all to study history 

in order to help sustain peace 

and unity.

Sugandh Rajaram, Indian High 

Commissioner, congratulated the 

“friendly people of Asogli,” and 

commended the chiefs for 

enforcing peace and unity.

He said agricultural and rural 

activities remained common 

grounds for both Ghana and 

India and assured the traditional 

rulers that technology 

exchanges would continue for 

mutual benefits in the areas of 

education, renewable energy 

and water supply among others.

This year's yam festival of the 

Chiefs and people of Asogli State 

was under the distinguished 

patronage of .Togbe Afede XIV

The festival started on August 6, 

2022, and ended on Sunday, 

September 11.

The one-month festival seeks to 

highlight unity, reconciliation, 

stocktaking and development 

and is also a platform for the 

annual reunion with the 

ancestors and the re-affirmation 

of allegiance by all chiefs and 

their subjects in the Asogli State 

to the Agbogbome Stool.

The Yam festival was under the 

theme “Let's Eschew Greed, 

Unite for Peace, Development 

and Prosperity”.

from front page

he National Seed Trade TAssociation of Ghana (NASTAG) 
has called on the government, 

as a matter of urgency, to settle debts 
owed to its members for the supply of 
seeds for the 2021 cropping season.
According to NASTAG, the government 
owes its members GH₵207million for 
seeds supplied for the 2021 cropping 
season under the flagship Planting for 
Food and Jobs (PFJ) initiative.
Mr Kwabena Adu-Gyamfi, the 
President of NASTAG, in a statement 
signed and issued in Accra, and copied 
to the Ghana News Agency, expressed 
frustration over the government's 
failure to settle the debt to its 
members 14 months after the seeds 
were supplied.

The statement warned that the 
government's efforts to revamp 
Ghana's agricultural sector and 
address the recent deepening 
economic challenges associated with 
food price volatility, inflation, 
unstable currency, and growing 
household food insecurity, would 
suffer a major setback if the 
agriculture sector was not 
prioritized.
It said despite the debt owed its 
members; Seed suppliers had shown 
good faith as they continue to 
supply certified seeds to farmers for 
the 2022 cropping season.
“This gesture should be reciprocated 
by the government by the payment 
of the outstanding debt of seed 

supplied in 2021,” it urged.
The statement also noted that with 
inputs for production such as 
fertilizer and agro-chemicals, 
currently imported, with escalating 
prices daily, production for 
smallholder seed farmers would 
only be difficult, adding that, the 
value of GH₵207million seeds 
supplied in 2021 had been eroded 
by over 70 percent on account of 
inflation over the last year.
It warned that the food security 
situation might get worse as most 
of these out growers were likely to 
abandon their fields.
Over 40,000 smallholder farmers 
are directly or indirectly affected 

by the undue delayed payment and 
stand a high chance of affecting over 
700,000 other smallholder farmers 
who depend on the local seed 
producers for seed and sponsorship 
to produce their grains.
The Statement warned that the 
current increasing food prices could 
get worse in the coming months and 
next year if something imminent was 
not done about the payment of the 
debt owed to NASTAG members.
“The northern sector is at the peak of 
its season while the southern sector 
is entering the minor rainfall season. 
With immediate payments, farmers 
could still produce enough of various 
seeds for the 2023 planting season 

and reduce the food prices in the 
country,” the statement said.
“As indicated, many seed 
producers are smallholder farmers, 
who produce seeds and at the 
same time, invest in out-growers. 
As their investments are locked up 
with the government, all their 
fields and that of their out-grower 
farmers are currently under stress 
with no money to purchase the 
requisite inputs, fertilizer, 
agrochemicals, etc. This would 
have a direct effect on the 
availability of seeds for production 
in 2023,” it added.

Source -- GNA
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n a major setback to plans for Iexpanding US military presence in 
Japan, Denny Tamaki, the anti-US 

base governor of Okinawa, has won a 
second term in office, continuing his 
platform against US military bases in 
the prefecture. In the gubernatorial 
election held last Sunday, September 
11, Tamaki won with a clear majority 
by defeating Japan's ruling party 
candidate Atsushi Sakima.

As per the final results released on 

Monday, Tamaki, supported by a 

coalition of opposition groups and 

local movements, secured 339,767 

votes, nearly 51% of the total votes 

polled. Tamaki defeated his nearest 

rival Sakima for the second time, with 

a margin of nearly 10%. Local 

conservative politician Mikio Shimoji, 

also a former parliamentarian and 

minister, stood a distant third with 

around 8% votes.

Tamaki, who has been serving as 

Okinawa's governor since 2018, was 

supported by a coalition that included 

the Constitutional Democratic Party 

(CDP) and the Japanese Communist 

Party (JCP), along with the Social 

Democratic Party (SDP), Reiwa 

Shinsengumi (Reiwa), and local groups 

like Okinawa Social Mass Party (OSMP) 

and Okinawa Whirlwind.

Tamaki's platform highlighted his long-

standing opposition to the relocation 

of the US Marine Corps Air Station 

Futenma, one of the many US bases in 

the region, from Ginowan to Henoko 

Bay in Nago, both cities in Okinawa. 

The relocation plan has been 

especially controversial for Okinawans 

who have long opposed expansion or 

relocation of US military bases in the 

island.

Sakima, who served as the mayor of 

Ginowan, was supported by Japan's 

ruling conservative coalition of the 

Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) of 

Prime Minister Fumio Kishida and 

Komeito. Unlike in the 2018 election, 

when he lost against Tamaki for the 

first time, Sakima was upfront about 

his support for the relocation this time 

and closely aligned with the ruling 

coalition.

The election results are widely seen as 

a strong statement against the 

Futenma base relocation in the region. 

“The result suggests that the thoughts 

of people in the prefecture haven't 

changed even a millimeter,” 

proclaimed Tamaki in his victory 

speech on Monday.

This was also echoed by Tamaki's 

allies. In a statement responding to 

Tamaki's re-election, JCP chairman 

Kazuo Shii said that the result 

“shows the unwavering will of the 

people of Okinawa.”

While conceding his defeat, Sakima 

admitted that his calls for 

Okinawans to oppose the base 

relocation “did not gain support,” 

and that his campaign will “strive 

to gain the understanding of the 

Okinawa people.” However, the 

ruling LDP has dismissed the 

impact that the results will have.

Hiroshi Moriyama, the election 

committee chairman of the LDP, 

tried to downplay the importance 

of the results, although admitting 

Okinawan opposition to the base 

relocation. “Since it is a local 

government election, there will be 

no direct impact on national 

politics,” he said, adding that the 

Kishida government still intends to 

continue with the base relocation.

Even though a prefectural 

governor's powers are limited, 

Tamaki can still affect the 

relocation plan and the 

construction activities at Henoko 

Bay. During his campaign, Tamaki 

promised to cut short the 

construction period at Henoko Bay 

and also ensure that the land used 

by the Futenma base is returned to 

Okinawa by 2030.

The CDP, JCP, and other opposition 

groups have also called on the 

Kishida government to halt the 

relocation plans. “The Futenma 

base should be immediately closed 

and removed,” said Shii, adding 

that “The Kishida administration 

should take the result seriously and 

give up once and for all the 

construction of new bases.”

“It is time for the LDP-Komeito 

government to change its heavy-

handed method of pushing the 

construction of the unnecessary 

Henoko base,” said Taro Yamamoto, 

legislator and leader of Reiwa 

Shinsengumi. Yamamoto also 

criticized the government's 

attempts to link budgetary 

allocations for Okinawa to the base 

relocation.

Since the election of anti-base 

candidate Takeshi Onaga as 

governor in 2014, elections in the 

prefecture have witnessed major 

victories for the anti-base bloc, with 

three successive governor victories 

and four out of the six directly 

elected members to the National 

Diet being anti-base advocates. This 

trend was even more evident when 

72% of Okinawans voted against the 

base relocation plans in a 2019 

referendum. 

Okinawa has a long history of hosting 

a large number of US foreign bases in 

Japan. After Japan's defeat in the 

Second World War, the prefecture 

was under US military control until 

1972. Okinawa was then handed 

back to Japan but the legacy of US 

control continues till today.

For an island that contributes to 

around 1.2% of Japan's population, it 

hosts over 70% of the US military 

personnel in the country. Around 

two-thirds of US military 

infrastructure is also based there.

With the ruling LDP-Komeito's long-

standing attempts to undermine 

Japan's pacifist constitution, and the 

rising tensions between China and 

the US, extensive US foreign bases in 

the neighborhood, especially in 

Okinawa, have been a source of 

major concern for the island's 

residents who faced the brunt of 

n the tenth anniversary of the Oindustrial fire that killed at 
least 260 workers in a 

garment factory in Pakistan, scores of 
political workers, rights activists, and 
family members of the deceased have 
carried out a rally and sit-in protest 
outside the site of the factory in 
Karachi's Baldia town. 

The rally was organized by the 

Association of the Affectees of Baldia 

Factory Fire, Home-based Women 

Workers Federation, and National 

Trade Union Federation (NTUF). The 

participants lit candles and clay lamps 

in commemoration of the deceased 

workers and displayed their pictures. 

They demanded a safe working 

environment and social security for 

all workers and the implementation 

of labor laws. 

As many as 260 people were 

killed and over 50 were injured in 

the fire at a readymade garment 

manufacturing factory owned by 

Ali Enterprises in Baldia on 

September 11, 2012.

Speaking on the occasion, NTUF 

General Secretary Nasir Manzoor 

stressed that 10 years after the 

tragedy, factories and workplaces 

in Pakistan still lacked health and 

safety measures. “Even today, 

laborers are being used as fuel for 

making money in factories across 

the country,” he said.
Manzoor said that “Millions of 
workers associated with the 
textile and garment industry are 
deprived of basic labor rights like 
unionization, minimum wage, 
social security, and pension,” The 
Express Tribune reported.
Union leaders have been 

repeatedly demanding safety 
measures for workers at the 
workplace as a basic right and not a 
privilege. 
“The owners of the factory, who were 
actually responsible for the tragedy, 
were given a clean chit by the 
government, while the German brand 
for which the factory produced 
products, did not even express 
condolence or regret, let alone 
apologizing to the victims' families,” 
chairperson of the Association of the 
Affectees of Baldia Factory Fire, 
Saeeda Khatoon, said.

Zehra Khan, general secretary of the 

Home-based Women Workers 

Federation, noted that the Sindh 

labor department has not done much 

to implement labor laws in factories 

in the province.  

“Due to the recent floods, more 

than 50% of cotton crop has been 

damaged and that this would soon 

result in creating a crisis in the 

textile industry rendering a large 

number of textile and garment 

workers jobless,” Khan said.
In October 2021, the first ever  code 
of practice for the textile and 
garment industrywas adopted at the 
International Labour Organization 
(ILO) after negotiations between 
governments, employers and 
unions. The International Labour 
Conference, held in Geneva in June 
2022, added health and safety to the 
ILO fundamental principles and 
rights at work. “This means that all 
ILO member states commit to 
respect and promote the 
fundamental right to a safe and 

healthy working environment, 
whether or not they have ratified the 
relevant ILO Conventions,” 
IndustriALL Global had noted at that 
time. Similarly, IndustriALL, UNI 
Global Unions and several brands 
have also created an International 
Accord to ensure workplace safety in 
the garment sector. While such 
agreements have laid the framework 
for better treatment of workers in the 
garment sector, a lot more needs to 
be done before workers in countries 
such as Pakistan are able to access 
these rights.

Okinawa Governor Poll Results Hamper Plans To Expand US Military Presence In Japan

On 10th Anniversary Of Baldia Factory Fire In Pakistan, Activists Demand Social Security For All Workers
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he general decline in Tthe financial returns 

of the Ghana 

Petroleum Fund has been 

described as worrying.

This is according to the 2021 

Auditor-General's Report 

which indicated a decline in 

investments from about 

$17.5 million in 2020 to 

$14.19 million in 2021.

“The total returns of $14.19 

million on the Funds 

invested represent a 19.15% 

reduction from that of 2020 

($17.55 million) even 

though the Funds invested 

continue to increase over 

the years. There is a risk that 

a continuous decline in the 

returns on the investment 

will affect the future value of 

the Funds,” the report noted.

As part of its 

recommendations on the 

decline, the A-G's report 

called for a review of the 

investment mix for the 

Ghana Stabilisation Fund and 

the Ghana Heritage Fund to 

enhance potential return on 

investments.

Despite the decline in 

returns of the Ghana 

Petroleum Fund, the report 

however noted an 

improvement in 

operational efficiency.

It also stated that a total 

amount of $2.57 million 

remained outstanding 

from surface rentals as of 

December 31 2021.

“We noted that a total 

amount of $2.57 million 

(2020: $2.11 million) was 

still outstanding from 

surface rentals as of 31 

December 2021”.

Meanwhile, some eight 

defaulting companies 

including Swiss African Oil 

Company, Britannia –U and 

GOSCO Limited are 

indebted to the 

Government of Ghana.

It explained that the failure 

of the companies to 

honour their debt 

obligations has since 

impacted funds made 

available to the GPF.

To further address this, 

the Auditor-General called 

for stringent moves to 

recover the outstanding 

debt from the eight 

defaulting companies.

he National TCommunications 
Authority (NCA) has 

reportedly withdrawn its 
order for 
telecommunication 
companies (telcos) to 
limit call and data 
services to persons who 
have not re-registered 
their SIM cards.
According to 
citinewaroom.com 
report, the withdrawal of 
the order was due to the 
public backlash after 
network service 
providers started 
implementation.
It added that since the 
withdrawal of the order 
the network operators 
(telcos) have stopped 

blocking services to 
unregistered SIM cards.
The NCA on September 
5, 2022 announced that 
persons who have not 
registered their SIM 
cards will be barred 
from receiving certain 
services, including all 
outgoing voice calls and 
data services.
The NCA in a statement 
explained the move 
forms part of punitive 
actions ahead of the 
SIM re-registration 
deadline which takes 
effect on September 30, 
2022.
The NCA, however, 
reiterated that persons 
who fail to register their 
SIM cards before the 
September 30 deadline 

would have their 
numbers blocked 
permanently.
This decision of the NCA 
led to sector minister, 
the Minister for 
Communication and 
Digitalisation, Ursula 
Owusu-Ekuful, being 
berated by the majority 
of Ghanaians with some 
even threatening suits.
The Civil society group, 
the Peoples Project, led 
by musician and 
politician, Kwame 
Asare-Obeng, popularly 
called A-Plus, filed a suit 
seeking an injunction 
against the NCA 
enforcing its 30 
September 2022 
deadline of blocking all 
unregistered SIM cards 
in the country.
The Minority Caucus of 
the Parliament of 
Ghana has also 
indicated that it will 
summon the NCA and 
the Ministry of 
Communications to 
answer questions on 
the blocking of 
unregistered SIM 
CARDS.

he Majority Leader in TParliament, Osei Kyei-

Mensah-Bonsu, has alleged 

that some chiefs are benefiting 

from the proceeds of galamsey in 

parts of the country.

He argued that all chiefs who are 

in these mining areas are in the 

know about the various galamsey 

activities going on within their 

catchment areas.

According to him, the leadership 

of these illegal activities often pay 

homage to the chiefs before they 

proceed to mine, insisting that 

none of the traditional leaders can 

deny knowledge of galamsey 

activities in their areas.

Speaking in an interview with 

Oyerepa TV, the Suame legislator 

charged the government to ensure 

that it cuts off Common Funds to 

the MMDAs where galamsey is 

thriving.

He also wants the 

government to involve the 

chiefs in such areas to curb 

the menace.

"The chiefs cannot say they 

don't know about the 

galamsey activities in their 

areas because they benefit 

from proceeds of the 

galamsey activities. "The 

galamseyers often pay 

homage to them before 

proceeding to engage in such 

an activities, so I am 

suggesting that if we can deal 

with galamsey, then we must 

involve the chiefs.

“Government should also cut 

off Common Funds to 

MMDAs where galamsey is 

thriving," he told the host, 

Kwesi Parker-Wilson.

The Suame MP expressed 

confidence that such 

revolutionary approaches 

would cushion the 

government in its quest to 

deal with the longstanding 

menace.

A-G Report: Decline In Investment Returns Of Ghana Petroleum Funds' Disturbing

File photo of rigmen on an oil rig

Some Chiefs Are Benefiting From Galamsey 
Proceeds - Kyei-Mensah-Bonsu Alleges

Osei Kyei-Mensah-Bonsu is the Majority Leader in Parliament

SIM Card Re-Registration: NCA Withdraws 
Order For Blockage Of Unregistered SIMs 
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Mike Pompeo

Why Russian Regrouping In Kharkov Will Speed Up Battle Of Donbass
By M. K. Bhadrakumar

Firefighters in Kharkov in March. Photo: Diego Herrera/Xinhua. Make no mistake, the battle for 
Donbass still remains the number one priority for the Russian special military operation
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Fear And Misinformation Dominate Discourses 
Of Brazilian Right Ahead Of Presidential Election

By Zoe Alexandra 

Bolsonaro supporters on September 7 in São Paulo. Photo: Junior Lima. In 
the lead-up to the general elections in Brazil, the far-right has intensified its 
campaign of hysteria and fear-mongering instead of providing concrete 
solutions to the crises affecting the people
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