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MINORITY MINORITY MINORITY 
Vows To Resist Use Of Only Ghana Card For Voter Registration 

Bloody Clashes At Ada Over Songor Salt; Scores Injured   

he Minority in Parliament has Tserved notice it won't allow the 
Electoral Commission's (EC) 

Constitutional Instrument (CI) for the 
2024 general elections to be laid 
before Parliament next month.

The EC is expected to lay the CI 
before Parliament to back its 
decision to make the Ghana Card the 
primary document for enrolling onto 
the electoral roll.
The National Democratic Congress 

Member of Parliament for 
Sagnerigu Constituency in the 
Northern Region, A. B. A. Fuseini, 
has protested this.
He said if the EC insists on going 
ahead with the decision of making 

here was confusion and Tbloodshed at Ada in the 
Greater Accra region 

following reported violent clashes 

between the residents of Kablevu 
and the police who were allegedly 
backed by armed land guards over 
the winning of salt in the area.  

As at the time of going to press, 
it was learnt that the residents 
of Kablevu, a small coastal town 
near Lolonya in the Ada area 
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had fled for their lives as a result of 

 the clashes with the heavily armed 
policemen and other well-built 

individuals described as bodyguards 
manning the operations of a private 
salt mining company in the area.

Eye witnesses of the violent clashes 

alleged of indiscriminate firing of 

rubber bullets to disperse irate youth 

who were protesting against the 

operations of Electrochem Company 

Limited, a subsidiary of McDan Group 

of Company Limited owned by 

businessman, Daniel Mac Korley, 

which has a mining lease to operate 

in the area.

Some disturbing pictures of the 

violent incidents show some of the 

residents with deep wounds and 

injuries sustained as a result of 

rubber bullets allegedly fired by the 

police to disperse them.

In some other pictures, armed 

policemen are captured positioned at 

vantage points to prevent members 

of the community from massing up 

on the project site.

The protest, follows fears that the 

decision by the company to channel 

sea water into the Songor lagoon for 

commercial production, could flood 

their entire community, and 

subsequently deprive them of their 

source of livelihood.

There are also reports of injuries and 

most men including opinion leaders 

reportedly fled to escape arrest as the 

police and some persons suspected to be 

hired landguards besieged the village to 

effect arrests.

The Chief of Kablevu, Nene Huadze Asem 

who is against the lease processes which 

grant Electrochem Company Limited the 

right to win salt is currently at a hideout.

The community has been protesting 

against salt wining since ElectroChem 

started operations in November 2020.
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THE NEED FOR RESEARCH
he observation recently by a top researcher to the Teffect that Africa is not developing due to the 

failure of its governments and leaders to use 

researchers who will conduct research into 

developmental issues of interest cannot be far from the 

truth.

The claim that African governments have also failed to 

provide adequate resources and funding for researchers 

to enhance their work such that they can perform their 

duties to serve as a guide in the formulation of policies to 

promote socio-economic development is also very 

instructive.

It is regrettable that our leaders have still not seen the 

need to rely on research to undertake the developmental 

goals of the continent when elsewhere research has 

become a reliable tool for solving many problems that 

confront us as a society.

In Ghana for instance, some intensive research work 

conducted into both new and old fields of endeavours 

and their valuable findings have been shelved or 

abandoned for no apparent reasons.

Some of these research works or projects took the pain, 

sweat and time of individuals in some state or private 

institutions including some amount of money to arrive at 

conclusions and findings that seek to address challenges 

facing our country and society.

The situation is very disturbing in that some of the 

challenges confronting us as a country could have been 

easily addressed if policy makers especially political 

actors had taken research seriously.

Research findings or outcomes the world over, are critical 

in formulating policies for national planning as the 

advanced countries had chalked many developmental 

successes through research, scientific and technological 

innovations and as a country cannot afford to lose out by 

shelving some of our invaluable research findings.

It is now time to make use of our research findings for 

national planning and development and if this requires 

going back to previous research findings and dusting 

them to suit areas of challenge the better for us all.  



PAGE 3 The Insight  theinsightnewsonline.com

 the Ghana Card the primary 

document in the next registration 

exercise, the CI will not see the 

light of day.

 “The EC's CI will be blocked if it 

fails to review the CI for the 2024 

general elections,” he warned.

He directed the EC to go back to 

the Subsidiary Legislation 

Committee of Parliament to 

review its earlier decision to make 

the Ghana Card the primary 

document for registering onto the 

electoral roll.

He said until the EC's CI is 

reviewed, the NDC Minority will 

not allow the EC to lay the CI on 

the floor of Parliament when the 

house resumes for sittings next 

month.

The MP, who is a Ranking 

Member on the Parliamentary 

Select-Committee on 

Communications, relayed the 

Minority's decision while speaking 

in an interview with Accra-based 

Class FM last Thursday, 

September 8, 2022.

He queried what was wrong with 

the guarantor system that has 

worked for the EC over the past 

thirty years of the country's 

democracy.

According to Mr Fuseini, “As it 

stands, millions of Ghanaians 

do not have the Ghana Cards 

per the National Identification 

Authority's (NIA) own reasons,”

“If the EC wants to make the 

Ghana Card the primary 

document for registration 

because it wants to get rid of 

minors and foreigners, aren't 

there minors as well as aliens 

with Ghana Cards in the 

country?

What is the rationale for the EC 

to say it wants to prevent 

minors from enrolling on the 

voter's register?”

The lawmaker said the EC is just 

impervious to advice adding 

that any attempt to 

disenfranchise even one 

Ghanaian will not be taken 

lightly.

He cautioned the EC to shelve 

its obnoxious decision 

contained in the CI or risk 

having the CI 

blocked.Meanwhile, the 

Electoral Commission has 

indicated that the guarantor 

system will no longer be used for 

the registration of voters in the 

country.

According to the Commission, 

the guarantor system will no 

longer be used because it has a 

lot of issues that affected the 

quality of the electoral register, 

this is according to 

citinewsroom.com reports.

Deputy Chairman of the 

Commission in charge of 

operations, Samuel Tettey, who 

disclosed this, said that his outfit 

will only be using the Ghana Card 

for the next voters' registration.

He added that no Ghanaian will 

be disenfranchised because 

persons who do not have the 

voter's card can go to the district 

offices of the commission to get 

registered anytime they get the 

Ghana Card.

“We are not going to compile a 

new voters register. Rather, we 

would continuously register 

voters to update the current 

voters' register to ensure that 

anyone who wants to register as 

a voter has the opportunity to do 

so.

“This registration exercise, unlike 

the previous registration exercise 

will be continuous. As such, 

anyone who has the card can 

just walk to our offices and 

register. It is not a periodic or 

limited registration exercise that 

could disenfranchise persons 

who do not have the Ghana Card 

at the time of the limited 

exercise.

“This is an all-year-round 

process. As such, a person who 

doesn't have the Ghana Card 

today can acquire it tomorrow 

and simply walk into a district 

office where he or she intends to 

vote and register,” Tettey is 

quoted to have told Journalists 

at the Commission's “Let the 

Citizen Know” encounter.

He also urged the National 

Identification Authority to 

“accelerate the pace of the 

printing of the Ghana Cards to 

make it easy for anyone who is 

interested in registering with us 

to do so”.

But, the Director of Elections of 

the National Democratic 

Congress (NDC), Elvis Afriyie 

Ankrah, has alleged that the 

claim of the EC that its C.I. draft 

for the 2024 election is only for 

continuous voters' registration is 

false.

According to him, the actual 

plan of the EC is that it wants to 

create a new voters' register 

through the draft C.I. it has 

tabled in Parliament, which 

requires only the Ghana Card for 

the registration of prospective 

voters.

In an interview with Radio XYZ, 

Afriyie Ankrah added that after 

the draft Constitution 

Instrument (C.I.) for the 2024 

election is passed, the EC will 

then file a suit in the Supreme 

Court that will allow them to 

remove the names of all the 

people who used documents 

other than the Ghana Card to 

register for the 2020 elections.
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Vows To Resist Use Of Only Ghana Card For Voter Registration 

GES Worried Over Rising  Pregnancy 
Cases Among SHS Girls In West Gonja 

he West Gonja arm of Tthe Ghana Education 
Service has expressed 

worry about the high rate of 
pregnancy among Senior High 
School girls in the municipality.
The Public Relations Officer, 
Mr Akuka Samuel, has 
observed that the situation is 
getting out of hand in the 
Savanna regional capital, 

Damongo.
Mr Akuka Samuel who is 
popularly referred to as 
Pastor Samuel raised this 
concern during the closing 
ceremony of the World 
Vision Ghana Girls' soccer 
clinic staged to help increase 
awareness about the “End 
Child Marriage Now” 
campaign held at Damongo.

He disclosed that the two 
Senior High Schools in the 
regional capital, 
Damongo Senior High 
School (DASS) and 
Ndewura Jakpa Senior 
High School (NDESCO), 
are leading the pack.
"Currently, five pregnant 
schoolgirls and 13 nursing 

mothers are schooling at 
Ndewura Jakpa Senior High 
School while seven 
pregnant school girls and 
11 nursing mothers are at 
the Damongo Senior High 
school summing up to 36," 
he lamented.
Source: classfmonline.com

https://classfmonline.com/
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 17-day-long protest by Acontract workers at the 
emergency reception 

center at Ibis Hotel in Bagnolet, 
Seine-Saint-Denis, in France, has 
ended in victory. 10 workers, of 
whom nine are undocumented, at 
the center run by the firm Coallia 
were demanding full payment of 
their five months' salary, 
recognition of their employee 
status, and necessary documents 
from the employer for their 
regularization. The strike was 
supported by the local chapter of 
the General Confederation of 
Labor (CGT) and the French 
Communist Party (PCF). Several 
trade unionists and elected 
representatives like Stephane Peu 
and Soumya Bourouaha (both 
MPs from the PCF) had earlier 
visited the protesting workers and 
expressed their support and 

solidarity.

In March 2020, the Ibis Hotel was 

requisitioned by the French 

government in the wake of the 

COVID-19 emergency. The center 

was run by Coallia and the 

employees were hired by sub-

contractor GABA Global Service 

International. Since July 20, seven 

workers at the center were 

protesting (three others joined 

later) demanding pending salaries, 

recognition of their employee 

status and necessary documents 

for their regularization from the 

Administrative Forms Registration 

and Review Center (Cerfa) file. 

Following their 17-day protest, 

on the night of August 5, the 

Coallia CEO agreed to give the 

workers their salary arrears, 

Cerfa documents and new 

contracts.

In a statement issued, CGT-93 

stated that “the protesting 

workers at the emergency 

center were “first line” workers 

who contributed to the 

maintenance, reception and 

the management of an 

emergency accommodation 

center for 800 people, opened 

in March 2020 in the wake of 

the health crisis. Without Covid 

protection, without priority 

access to vaccination, they have 

undertaken an important social 

function, to a precarious public, 

on a state-run public mission.”

“The victory of these workers is 

an important milestone in 

employees' journey to 

overcoming the invisibility and 

vulnerability that will continue 

to exploit rogue bosses. For the 

regularization of 

undocumented workers, the 

CGT continues to demand, 

reopening of physical cash 

registers in prefecture, 

simplification of procedures, 

regularization of full rights 

based on proofs of work (bill, 

paycheck, contracts),” the 

statement added.

While visiting the protesting 

workers, Stephane Peu said, “the 

undocumented workers at the 

emergency reception centre 

provided security and food 

distribution in the establishment 

and they did these missions 

especially during the whole 

health crisis. Several of them 

have even contracted COVID-19 

once or more.”
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Protest By Contract Workers At Emergency Accommodation Center In France Ends In Victory

Student Activists In Sri Lanka Detained Under Draconian Anti-Terrorism Law
By Shriya Singh
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amuel Okudzeto SAblakwa, Member of 

Parliament for North 

Tongu, has posed seven 

questions to government 

relative to the failure of 

authorities to detect the re-

entry into Ghana of notorious 

illegal small-scale mining, 

galamsey, kingpin; Aisha Huang.

Ablakwa is particularly 

disturbed by the wider 

national security implications 

of the development at a time 

Ghana has stated its 

readiness to combat terrorist 

threat in the West African 

subregion.

In a social media post dated 

September 5, 2022; Ablakwa 

likened Huang's undetected 

reentry to 'dribble of the 

security apparatus' and 'hot 

knife through butter.'

"Aisha Huang has in a 

spectacular fashion exposed 

all the grand claims by 

government officials and 

national security operatives 

that they are ready with 

well-equipped and modern 

sophisticated systems to 

combat terrorism."

Ablakwa insists that the 

government or Parliament 

must institute a probe into 

the issue before posing 

seven questions that needed 

to be answered relative to 

the issue.

The questions are these:

1) Was Aisha Huang truly 

deported?

2) If she was deported, what 
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Ghana Is In Mess Due To Govt's Bad Policies - Mahama Slams IMF Boss 

Former President says the IMF Chief ignored facts about Ghana's economy

Aisha Huang Saga: Ablakwa Poses 7 Questions To Government

Samuel Okudzeto Ablakwa, MP for North Tongu

were the terms — what deal 

did our government make 

with their Chinese 

counterparts?

3) Why wasn't her biometric 

features shared with the 

intelligence community in the 

subregion to prevent her from 

using neighbouring countries 

as a launch pad and an entry 

point?

4) Who are her collaborators 

in “high places” as she 

couldn't have pulled this off 

alone?

5) Why is our government not 

protesting to the Chinese 

authorities for seemingly 

facilitating the atrocities of 

their national?

6) Who were the immigration 

officials on duty the day she 

allegedly re-entered Ghana?

7) Why should those in charge 

of national security keep their 

jobs after this?

Huang was rearrested recently 

and arraigned before a court 

on September 5. The National 

Security is said to have taken 

over the case because of its 

sensitivity, the Immigration 

Service have confirmed.

The Attorney General's office 

have also called for the docket 

on the matter with AG Godfred 

Dame reported to have stated 

that Huang will face charges 

for her previous and current 

crimes.

She was deported in 2018 after 

the state discontinued a case 

against her for engaging in 

galamsey. She returned to the 

country and was engaged in 

galamsey-related businesses 

until her arrest. She reportedly 

entered the country with a 

new name, Huang En.
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Why Europe's Treatment Of Refugees Is Racist And Murderous 
By Abdul Rahman

File Photo: Andrew McConnell/UNHCR The recent incident of 
refugees being stranded in the Mediterranean without 
assistance from coastal forces exemplifies a larger pattern of 
cruelty by European nations towards those fleeing conflict 
zones
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Israel Justifies Shireen Abu Akleh's Killing, Refuses To Act Against Responsible Personnel
 By Abdul Rahman

(Photo: B'Tselem/Twitter). Akleh's family members and human rights 
groups called the report of the Israeli “investigation” an attempt to 
whitewash a war crime. They reiterated their demand for an independent 
enquiry and full accountability in her killing
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Small But Mighty: Trinidad And Tobago Freed After 464 Years
By Owei Lakemfa
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