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he Ministry of Education T(MoE) has described as 
mischievous, an allegation 

that the Minister of Education, Dr. 
Yaw Adutwum cooked-up a report 
on $1.2M Galop Project to 
deceive the World Bank.
According to the Education 

Ministry there is no iota of truth 
in the said publication and called 
on the public to treat with 
contempt such media reports.
A statement reacting to the 
allegation issued yesterday by 
Felix A Baidoo, Press Secretary, 
Ministry of Education said, “The 

latest our attention has been drawn 
to is a report titled, "Did Adutwum 
Cook-up Report On $1.2M Galop 
Project?" published on the front 
page of the Monday, 15 August, 
2022 edition of the Chronicle. 
The news report which, obviously seeks 
to indict the hardworking honourable 
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he Trade Union Congress (TUC) Tsays the utility tariff increment 
announced by the Public 

Utilities Regulatory Commission 
(PURC) is unacceptable at this time of 

high inflation in the country.
“We told PURC and the utility 
service providers that in this day and 
time that inflation is on the high 
side, where the economic situation 

is unbearable for workers in this 
country, we think that any decision of 
any increment in utilities should have 
been suspended.
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RESS STATEMENT BY HON. ALAN PKYEREMATEN 

I stand for Unity! 
My attention has been drawn to disturbing 
headlines and discussions in the media, in 
respect of comments made by Mr. Hopeson 
Adorye, after a peaceful health walk 
organized by individuals from all walks of life, 
in . particular sympathizers of our 
great Party NPP, in the city of Kumasi 
on 13th August, 2022. I understand, 
with great concern, that the 
unintended consequences of these 
comments, have generated strong 
reactions from different sections of 
the Ghanaian public, with the 
potential of creating divisions within 
the rank and file of our Party, at a 
crucial time in its history 
 The New Patriotic Party has always 
stood for unity, peace and progress 
for every Ghanaian. Without a doubt, 
these are the very same virtues that I 
have worked tirelessly to uphold, in 
my years of service to Ghana and to 
the NPP. 
It is a fact that the peaceful health 
walk was independently organized, 
and joined by thousands of well-
meaning Ghanaian citizens across 
Kumasi, to express their passion for 
the NPP, in addition to their genuine 
support for what I have come to 
represent in the Party, through years 
of dedicated service. Much as I do 
appreciate this show of support, I 
would like to strongly caution against 
any acts or omissions of any 
individuals or groups of individuals 
that may disturb the peace and 
harmony in our party. 
It is important that we all fight what 
seems to be emerging as a dangerous 
trend in our body politic in Ghana, of 
using misinformation and propaganda 
in instigating disunity along ethnic, 
religious and political lines. 
I passionately believe that it is 
impossible or inappropriate, to 
diminish or distort the fundamental 
contributions and stature of any of 
the founding fathers of the NPP 
tradition, and I encourage Party 
faithfuls to focus on this indisputable 

fact. Indeed, it is the dedicated service of all 
the celebrated as well as unsung heroes and 
heroines of our great Party, that has, and 
continues to give life to the NPP, till this day. 
To borrow a leaf from the school ode of my 
Alma mater, Adisadel College, "Others have 
laboured, and we share their glory. Ours is to 
do exploits and add to their gain. Those who 
come after will take up our story." 
I encourage Party faithfuls to be vigilant and 
consistent in protecting this cherished unity, 
that has made our great party a beacon of 
hope to the people of Ghana, over the past 
30 years. 
Let us all pull together, and focus on the task 
of emerging victorious, in the challenging 
times we are faced with today as a country. 
I stand for Unity! 
Long live the NPP and long live Ghana! 
………signed……… 
Hon. Alan Kyerematen 

Mr. Novihoho Afaglo

Alan Calls For Peace, Unity In NPP
… As He Kicks Against Politics Of 
Ethnic And Religious Propaganda 
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DEAL WITH THESE 
IRREGULARITIES!

he Auditor General's Report released recently Tabout tax irregularities, payroll fraud and other 
malpractices at the ministries, departments and 

agencies including the metropolitan and municipal 
and district assemblies gives cause for concern.
Already, the call by a section of the public for persons 
behind government's payroll fraud or 'Ghost Names' 
to be prosecuted has been hailed as a suggestion in 
the right direction.
The prosecution of these individuals most of whom 
are public servants has been long overdue.
Despite the introduction of electronic payment 
system, the fraud still goes on, an indication that the 
crime is being perpetuated by a well-organised 
criminal network.
Clearly, should the state agencies especially the Office 
of the Special Prosecutor and that of the Auditor 
General up their game by ensuring the prosecution of 
these criminal gangs and thieves as suggested, instead 
of the existing arrangement of surcharging them, this 
nation-wrecking practice will grind to a halt.
There is no denying the fact that the 'soft' handling of 
these 'thieves' behind the 'ghost names' is what has 
emboldened them and made their exorcism difficult. 
There certainly has to be a shift from surcharging to 
prosecution. Until that is done, eradicating this canker 
which only enriches these few individuals in our 
society will be difficult, if not a mere rhetoric.         
With the level of technological advancement, there 
cannot be any excuse for allowing 'Ghosts' in the 
government's payroll.
The ghosts have to be hunted out and the only way to 
do that is to prosecute the individuals behind the 
'mystery' of 'ghost names '.  
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“We told them our piece of  mind, but I think that they 
did not bother and have 

gone ahead to increase 
utilities,” Mr Joshua Ansah, the 
Deputy Secretary General of 
the TUC, said in an interview 
with the Ghana News Agency 
(GNA) in Bolgatanga.
He said the increment would 
put pressure on members of 

the TUC, noting that, “this is 
the time we are also 
negotiating the minimum 
wage and the base pay, so 
you can imagine what is going 
to happen. At the moment, 
workers cannot bear the 
economic hardship in this 
country.

“As a union, we think that is 
unacceptable. We will also 
do our best to get a salary 
increase that does not fall 
below any of the increases 
announced by the 
government. We are ready 
to do that.”

“If Government has gone 
ahead to increase utilities, 
fuel prices and anything that 
it wants when we also get to 
the negotiation table, that is 
where we will also base all 
our might on,” the Deputy 
Secretary General said.
He said once the 
announcement for 
increment was made, there 
was nothing TUC could do, 

but emphasized that “We will 
also marshal all forces and 
ensure that we get salary 
increases that will march 
increases announced by the 
utility service providers.”
He said the increment was not 
business friendly as indicated 
by the PURC and described it as 
“killer increases” announced to 
workers of the country and 
reiterated that workers would 
not accept salary increments 
below those increases.
Mr Ansah said the TUC earlier 
announced that it would not 
accept anything below the 
inflation figure even before the 
Cost-of-Living Allowance (CoLA) 
became an issue, and further 
emphasised that the TUC would 

not accept anything below the 
inflation rate.
He explained that “We 
accepted the 15 per cent 
because there is a hurdle 
ahead of us, that is the base 
pay, and the minimum wage 
for 2023, but they have 
worsened the situation. Even 
currently, workers are 
suffering. We have sacrificed 
for far too long.”
The Deputy Secretary General 
called on workers to be patient 
and have trust in the 
leadership of the TUC, and 
rally behind them to fight a 
good course for the ordinary 
Ghanaian worker.

minister says, "it has emerged that  the Minister of Education, Dr Yaw 
Adutwum presented what is 

suspected to be a fictitious report 
supposedly to convince the World 
Bank for the release of US$1.2 Million 
meant to execute the Ghana 
Accountability for Learning Outcomes 
Project (GALOP) 7.2B, a project he 
and the Ministry never executed...”
The statement noted that “In two 
separate communications, the lead 
sponsor, WB and lead implementing 
agency, MoE, exhaustively addressed 
all the unfounded allegations and 
claims, factual inaccuracies, 
misleading interpretations and other 
concerns with the hope of bringing 
clarity and closure to the issue.
Unfortunately, however, it is now 
clearer than before that those behind 
such character assassinating reports 
are deliberately embarking on a 
vicious smear campaign project 
against the patriotic, selfless and 
hardworking Minister of Education, Dr 
Yaw Adu-Twum for reasons best 
known to themselves.
This is the full text of the statement;
PRESS RELEASE 
MoE CURES MEDIA MISCHIEF ABOUT 

GALOP PROJECT
Recently, the Ministry of Education 
(MoE) and the World Bank (WB) 
painstakingly responded to 
misleading media reports about the 
GALOP Project that the two 
institutions and other implementing 
agencies are working on to improve 
teaching and learning experience at 
the basic level of education. 
In two separate communications, 
the lead sponsor, WB and lead 
implementing agency, MoE,  
exhaustively addressed all the 
unfounded allegations and claims, 
factual inaccuracies, misleading 
interpretations and other concerns 
with the hope of bringing clarity and 
closure to the issue.
Unfortunately, however, it is now 
clearer than before that those 
behind such character assassinating 
reports are deliberately embarking 
on a vicious smear campaign project 
against the patriotic, selfless and 
hardworking Minister of Education, 
Dr Yaw Adu-Twum for reasons best 
known to themselves.
Otherwise, what could motivate 
them to continue publishing 
unfounded allegations and claims 
against the honourable minister and 
other officials after the World Bank 
came out to clarify issues and 

vindicate the honourable minister and 
his team? 
The latest our attention has been 
drawn to is a report titled, "Did 
Adutwum Cook-up Report On $1.2M 
Galop Project?" published on the 
front page of the Monday, 15 August, 
2022 edition of the Chronicle. 
The news report which, obviously 
seeks to indict the hardworking 
honourable minister says, "it has 
emerged that the Minister of 
Education, Dr Yaw Adutwum 
presented what is suspected to be a 
fictitious report supposedly to 
convince the World Bank for the 
release of US$1.2 Million meant to 
execute the Ghana Accountability for 
Learning Outcomes Project (GALOP) 
7.2B, a project he and the Ministry 
never executed..."
Where and when did it emerge and 
who suspects that the Minister 
presented a fictitious report to World 
Bank to obtain funding for a project 
that was not executed? 
Why are we doing this to ourselves as 
a people? 
Are these people saying that they are 
more knowledgeable and wiser than 
the World Bank when it comes to 

project funding, implementation, 
monitoring and evaluation? 
Why would the World Bank go 
ahead and release fund after 
discovering all these claims, and, if 
they released the funds mistakenly 
before realising what these 
mischievous reporters are saying, 
why are they not recalling the fund 
and sanctioning us? 
Ordinarily, we shall not be 
bothered about such unfounded 
allegations and deliberate 
misinformation, however, we 
deem it expedient and highly 
imperative to detoxicate the media 
landscape of such maliciously 
published toxins before they affect 
the perception of the general 
public.
The World Bank has intelligent and 
hardworking officials who 
painstakingly verify project reports 
before approving them for further 
deliberations and work. And, the 
GALOP went through such vigorous 
system and process before 
adoption. They have found nothing 
wrong with our report and have no 
ill-suspicions about the lead 

implementing agencies and or their 
officials.
The bank has made that sufficiently 
clear. And, the Ministry's 
communications outfit is prepared to 
give further clarification to issues 
that anybody does not understand 
about the project. The honourable 
minister and ministry have nothing to 
hide. 
This is why we question the intent of 
those behind such publications.
END
Singed
Felix A. Baidoo
Press Secretary 

Education Ministry Clears Air Over Gallop Project 
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t least  affiliated A 20 activists
with the Progressive Students 
Alliance were last Sunday 

injured in a demonstration in the 
Shahbagh area of Dhaka. The 
students were protesting against the 
record fuel price hike announced by 
the government in Bangladesh. The 
injured students were taken to the 

Dhaka Medical College Hospital 
for treatment.
Massive protests had erupted a 
day after the government raised 
the prices of diesel, kerosene, 
petrol and octane. Protesters 
accused the government led by 

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina of 
looting public property.  According to 
a statement by the Ministry of Power, 
Energy and Mineral Resources, the 
price of a litre of octane has been 
raised from Tk 89 to Tk 135, up by 
51.7 %. Similarly, the cost of a litre of 
petrol has been increased from Tk 44 
to Tk 130, or by 51.1 %. The prices of 
diesel and kerosene have been raised 
by around 42.5%.
As per reports, students were taking 
out a peaceful rally when the police 
tried to stop those using batons, 
injuring several protesters. “Police 
authorities had been threatening us 
ever since we started demonstrating 
against the fuel price hike,” General 
Secretary of the Chhatra Federation, 

Saikot Arif, said.
The record fuel price hike will 
severely hit middle and lower 
income families in the country, 
according to experts. The hike will 
also hugely impact businesses and 
exports. Reports also indicate that 
the government is set to increase 
water, electricity and gas prices 
shortly. 
Talking about the implications of the 
fuel price hike, Badrul Imam, retired 
professor of Dhaka University's 
geology department, told Prothom 

Alo that prices were increased in the 
middle of night unilaterally, without 
talking to the stakeholders. 
“Hundreds of thousands of farmers 

depend on diesel for irrigation. A rise 
in irrigation costs will be a big blow to 
agriculture and farmers. Price of fuel 
oil has never seen such a jump in the 
history of Bangladesh,” Imam .argued
People are suffering due to high 
inflation amidst a deepening financial 
crisis and a pandemic. The latest hike 
in fuel prices has come as a shock 
that will put an additional burden on 
millions of lower class households.
The Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics 
recorded food inflation to be 8.19% in 
July and 7.5 % in June. Meanwhile, 
wage growth had declined to a seven-
year low of 6.06% in the last fiscal 
year.

Drone Strikes At US Military Base In Syria's Al-Tanf Reiterate Its Dubious Role 
 By Abdul Rahman 

Students Injured In Demonstration Against Record Fuel Price Hike In Bangladesh

On Monday, SANA reported that at least 100 
tankers of Syrian oil were illegally transferred 
by US troops to northern Iraq via the illegal 
border crossing at Mahmoudiya. (Photo: SANA). 
The base in al-Tanf was built by the US during 
the war against ISIS in 2016 without the 
consent of the Syrian government. The US is 
accused of using the base to train anti-Assad 
forces and steal the country's resources 
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https://www.observerbd.com/news.php?id=378304
https://www.dhakatribune.com/dhaka/2022/08/06/students-hold-protest-rallies-in-shahbagh-against-fuel-price-hike
https://en.prothomalo.com/opinion/interview/hf950nje1w
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roducer Price Inflation (PPI) Pfor July this year recorded 
41.5 percent, Ghana 

Statistical Service has reported.
The year-on-year producer inflation 
for all industries was 41.2 percent in 
July 2022. The monthly change rate 
was 1.9 percent.
The manufacturing sub-sector 
recorded the highest year-on-year 
producer price inflation rate of 57.4 
percent, followed by the mining and 
quarrying sub-sector with 23.9 
percent.
The utility sub-sector recorded the 
lowest year-on-year producer 
inflation rate of 1.3 percent.

In a press release , it said, The Producer 
Price Inflation rate for July 2022 was 41.2 
percent. This rate indicates that between 
July 2021 and July 2022 (year-on-year), 
the PPI increased by 41.2 percent. This 
rate represents a 2.5 percentage points 
increase in producer inflation relative to 
the rate recorded in June 2022 (38.7%)."
"The month-on-month change in the 
producer price index between June 2022 
and July 2022 was 1.9 percent," it added.
Producer Price Index (PPI) measures the 
average change over time in the prices 
received by domestic producers for the 
production of their goods and services.

Cedi Now Classified Worst Performing Currency In The World 

…After Sri Lanka's Rupee - Bloomberg Survey

Morocco's Hidden Repression
…Shrinking Space for Dissent, Independent Journalism

Moroccan journalist Hajar Raissouni after leaving prison in Sale 
near the capital Rabat on October 16, 2019. © 2019 Fadel 
Senna/AFP via Getty Images

Producer Price Inflation Rate For July Hits 41.2%
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Cocobod Trial: Agongo, Agricult Didn't Cause Financial Loss; Bring Back Lithovit Fertiliser – Farmer

Justice Clemence Honyenuga
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South Africa Is On A Knife Edge As Xenophobia Escalates
Richard Pithouse 

Members and supporters of a coalition of organizations under 
the banner of Kopanang Africa march against xenophobia in 
Johannesburg in March 2022. Photo: Gopolang Ledwaba With 
no national force with the vision and power to offer an 
emancipatory alternative to politics that turns neighbors 
against each other, the country is on a knife edge.
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MARTIN AMIDU

Over 900,000 Brazilians Sign Letter In Defense Of Democracy

By Brasil de Fato
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