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PRESS STATEMENT: INTERNATIONAL YOUTH DAY- 2022

On the occasion of International Youth Day (2022) the Youth League of the Socialist Movement of Ghana
(SMG) joins the numerous voices around the world to celebrate all young women and men who are doing
everything possible to survive and contribute to the building of a new world free from war, hunger, poverty

and all forms of exploitation and oppression.

The United Nations (UN) theme for this year’s celebration is “Intergenerational Solidarity: Creating a World
for All Ages” and is focused mainly on addressing ageism as a challenge. This year’s celebration is intended
to build intergenerational solidarity to ensure an inclusive and sustainable effort in dealing with under
development.

Even though the SMG-YL believes in the principle of solidarity, it is our considered view that the focus on
ageism is misplaced because it fails to address other problems. Capitalism is at the very centre of all these
problems which inhibit the development of the youth and we urge young people everywhere to work for
the complete destruction of this unjust system.

Why should we continue to patch a building with deeper cracks when we can build a new one completely?
It would be better for us to invest our energies and resources in building an alternative to the capitalist
system, to build a system that puts value on humanity and not profit; that is an assured way of “building
back better”.

On this most important day, we express our full solidarity with the youth of Palestine and the Saharawi Arab
Democratic Republic who are living under harsh colonial occupation. We also stand with the young people
of Cuba who have had to endure more than 60 years of an illegal blockade imposed on the Island state by
US imperialism. The youth League of the SMG also salutes young people in the Bolivarian Republic of
Venezuela for standing up to the bullying antics of US imperialism aided by forces of local reaction.

We call on the youth of Ghana, Africa, and the world to join the historic moment to “build back better” under
the banner of Scientific Socialism.

As Salvador Allende put it, “to be young and not a revolutionary is a biological contradiction”, young men
and women of this world must stand up and fight for a world that will commit investment into food
production, good healthcare, good education, and improved access to healthcare and not in senseless wars
in order to ensure that the sovereignty of all nations are respected and the growth and innovation among
young people are not exploited by a few greedy people.

Happy Revolutionary Youth Day!
Long Live Socialism!
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