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NEW VOTER REGISTERNEW VOTER REGISTERNEW VOTER REGISTER
Alleged Plot To Rig 2024 Election Over… 

Ablakwa Warns EC To Stop Playing With Fire 

SMG Condemns US Provocative Action Over Taiwan
he Socialist Movement of Ghana T(SMG) has condemned last 

Wednesday's visit to Taiwan by 

United States (US) House Representative 

Speaker, Nancy Pelosi as unwarranted, 

unjustified and highly provocative.

A statement issued by the SMG signed by 

its General Secretary, Comrade Kwesi 

Pratt Jnr. said, “The SMG is therefore 

appalled by the latest provocation by the 

United States of America in its desperate 

efforts to contain China and rebuild its 

faltering neo-colonial empire”.

JEAN MENSA, EC BossSamuel Okudzeto Ablakwa

he Member of Parliament for TNorth Tongu, Samuel 
Okudzeto Ablakwa, has 

warned the Electoral Commission 
against taking decisions that will 
disenfranchise Ghanaians in the 
2024 elections.
According to the legislator, the new 
bill tabled before parliament by the 

Electoral Commission for 
consideration and passage apart 
from aiming to disenfranchise 
Ghanaians also seek to rig the 
2024 polls.
The EC in July placed before 
Parliament a draft CI titled: Public 
Elections (Registration of Voters) 
Regulations, 2021, which is 

expected to regulate continuous 
voter registration.
Per the new C.I, which would 
become law after 21 sitting days 
of Parliament, the EC is seeking 
to make the Ghana Card the 
sole form of identification for 
eligible voters who want to get 

Finance Minister Eats 
Humble Pie At Last!

…Admits Things Are difficult For Ghanaians 

Ken Ofori-Atta, Finance Minister

inance Minister, Ken Ofori-Atta Fhas finally admitted that things 
are difficult under prevailing 

economic conditions.
He explains that the hard times are 
also not unique to Ghana alone but 
rather a global occurrence that has 
been brought on by the impact of the 
Russia-Ukraine war and aftershocks 
of the COVID-19 pandemic.
In an interview on the Hard Truth 
show on Accra-based Joy News, 
Ofori-Atta also cited the cost of crude 
oil and inflationary spikes as 
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 indicators of a global downturn not 

 unique to Ghana.

“Let's acknowledge that there is no 

question that things are difficult, but 

things are difficult globally. And I am sure 

if you are reading, you know whether it is 

the US, the UK or wherever, I mean 

inflation has increased about four-fold.

“The truth of the matter is that when 

you have US$70 per barrel crude and 

goes as high as 133 and is now averaging 

about 105, it is problematic. When our 

import content is much higher than our 

neighbours, that is problematic,” he 

submitted.

Asked about who to blame for the 

economic downturn, Ofori-Atta said it 

was a structural problem more than 

anything else, “How can that be 

anybody's fault when it is structural and 

the question is how can you change the 

structural element within a certain 

period?”

He also defended the banking sector 

cleanup stating that doing so saved the 

banking system from collapse. He cited 

the introduction of Consolidated Bank 

Ghana as a way the government still 

ensured that a local solution had been 

proffered to the issue.

“We created CBG and put all of them in there,” 

he lamented the situation where people just 

opened banks without following rules and 

regulations, “we have to be in a nation of 

rules…Those are hard decisions (we took),” he 

stressed.

Ghana on July 1 announced it was approaching 

the Washington-based outfit for a rescue 

programme.

An IMF team has since had initial contact with 

major stakeholders during a one-week visit to 

Accra between July 6 – 13, 2022.
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THE PIRACY THREAT
ecent concerns by Textile Workers Rto the effect that piracy is forcing 
them out of business is very 

disturbing and needs to be addressed by 
the government.
Even worrying is the inaction on the 
part of the task force set up to check the 
illicit practice.
Clearly, there is the need for an urgent 
action to stem any possible tide of 
industry collapse with its attendant job 
losses.
Already, the banking sector turmoil, the 
corona virus pandemic and the general 
economic challenges which have 
resulted in thousands of job losses 
within the past few years are still fresh 
in the minds of the majority of the 
people as they continue to have a telling 
effect on the peace and stability of the 
nation.
It is in this vein that The Insight is of the 
view that Ghana cannot risk another 
collapse of a sector as crucial as the 
textile industry which employs 
thousands of people.
There is definitely an urgent need for 
government to act to salvage the 
situation.
The time to act is now and the concerns 
of the workers need not be handled 
with the business as usual approach and 
shelved under the carpet.    
Something definitely has to be done and 
it has to be fast.
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onto the electoral roll.

 The EC also claimed that the decision 

had been taken at an IPAC meeting 

with representatives of all political 

parties including the opposition NDC.

However, speaking on Metro TV's Good 

Morning Ghana after it was revealed 

that the NDC was not invited to that 

meeting, Mr. Ablakwa stated that it was 

obvious that there was a grand agenda 

to rig the 2024 elections in favour of the 

NPP.

“There is a clear agenda to rig [the 

elections]…but the EC must be told in 

clear terms that they are playing with 

fire.”

Meanwhile, a former Chairman of the 

EC, Dr. Kwadwo Afari-Gyan has also 

slammed the EC's decision to use the 

Ghana Card as the only source 

document for continuous voter 

registration.

Speaking exclusively to Graphic Online, 

he said with many Ghanaians finding it 

difficult to get their Ghana Cards, making 

it the only form of identification for 

voter registration was against 

electoral inclusivity, fairness, and 

justice.

“Ghanaian citizens don't lose their 

citizenship if they are 18 years or 

older but do not have the Ghana 

Card. So, the moot question is: why 

make the Ghana Card the only means 

of identification for purposes of 

establishing eligibility to register to 

vote,” Dr Afari-Gyan queried.

Dr. Kwadwo Afari-Gyan, has raised 

concerns about the proposed bill that 

will be used for the creation of a new 

voters' register for the 2024 election.

Dr. Afari-Gyan said that he is quite 

concerned about the proposal to 

have two voters register at various 

polling stations under the draft 

Constitutional Instrument (CI) by the 

Electoral Commission, titled Public 

Elections (Registration of Voters) 

Regulations, 2021.

The Public Elections (Registration of 

Voters) Regulations, 2021, laid in 

Parliament, aims to continuously 

register Ghanaians who turn 18 using 

only the Ghana Card as the 

required document for the 

exercise.

Another key proposal in the bill is 

the creation of two voter registers 

namely the electoral area register 

and the constituency register.

According to Dr. Afari-Gyan, the 

current technology for Ghana's 

elections is not robust enough to 

ensure that the use of these two 

registers will not prevent cheating 

in the upcoming elections.

He explained that electoral 

malpractices might occur because 

the Biometric Verification Devices 

(BVDs) which will be used to verify 

prospective voters at the various 

polling stations have not been 

interlinked to fish out voters who 

have already voted.

“Until such time that the BVDs are 

configured to be interactive in this 

way, my concern about any of the 

two registers being used at the 

polling station on Election Day is 

that it opens the door more widely 

to two kinds of voting infractions, 

namely multiple voting and ballot 

stuffing,” the former EC boss is 

quoted to have said by 

graphic.com.gh.

Aside from the creation of the two 

voters' registers, Dr. Afari-Gyan 

also raised concerns about the use 

of the Ghana Card as the only 

primary document required to 

register voters for the upcoming 

elections.

Though Parliament is yet to 

debate the new CI, the minority 

caucus of Parliament has said 

that the bill, when passed, would 

disenfranchise many eligible 

Ghanaian voters, hence they will 

reject it.

“We condemn the US for again 

 bringing the world to the brink of 

nuclear war and risking millions 

of lives for internal political 

purposes.  We call on the 

government of Ghana and the 

African Union to speak 

unequivocally in defence of China's 

sovereign rights”. 

The SMG also rejected entirely the 

hypocritical sleight of hand that the 

US uses to “excuse” its misconduct 

which it said on one hand formally 

accepts the One-China policy and 

the body of international law and 

practice and the other which seeks 

to suggest that its Congress has 

autonomy in these matters and 

can legitimately command US 

forces to commit hostile acts 

against sovereign states. 

Th is  i s  the  fu l l  text  o f  the 

statement;
th

4  August, 2022 

SOLIDARITY STATEMENT 

The Socialist Movement of Ghana 

would like to state that there is 

only one China, and that Beijing is 

its capital.  The territory of Taiwan 

is an inseparable part of the 

Peoples Republic of China.  It is not 

a country recognized by the UN.  It 

will one day be reunited with the 

PRC, hopefully through peaceful 

and democratic means.  The 

timing and management of these 

processes are entirely up to the 

People of China themselves. 

SMG is therefore appalled by the 

latest provocation by the United 

States of America in its desperate 

efforts to contain China and rebuild 

its faltering neo-colonial empire.  

We condemn the US for again 

bringing the world to the brink of 

nuclear war and risking millions of 

lives for internal political purposes.  

We call on the government of 

Ghana and the African Union to 

speak unequivocally in defence of 

China's sovereign rights. 
We reject entirely the hypocritical 
sleight of hand that the US uses to 
“excuse” its misconduct. On the one 
hand, along with the rest of the 
world, the US formally accepts the 
One-China policy and the body of 
international law and practice that 
has built up over a century about 
Taiwan.  On the other hand, the US 
seeks to suggest that its Congress 
has autonomy in these matters and 
can legitimately command US 
forces to commit hostile acts 
against sovereign states. In other 
words the US is not a State.  
Ongoing power struggles within US 
establishment do not absolve the 

executive Branch (i.e. President 
Biden) from responsibility for US 
foreign policy decisions.  Civilisation 
will hold Biden accountable for his 
abject failure to provide leadership in 
this and similar situations. 

We reject also the specious grounds 

offered by Speaker Pelosi to justify 

her invasion of China's sovereign 

territory.  She and the US congress 

have no right to impose the US' 

hypocritical interpretation of “human 

Rights” on others. China in the last 40 

years has lifted 800mmillion people 

out of absolute poverty.  What 

c o m p a r a b l e  H u m a n  R i g h t s 

achievement does the US have to 

show the world?   If the US is so 

concerned about the sanctity of 

Human Rights it should correct the 

many flagrant historical and ongoing 

injustices against its former slaves 

and prisoners of African descent.  It 

s h o u l d  c e a s e  i t s  u n w e l c o m e 

occupation of Guantanamo Bay and 

the Chagos Islands (to name a few).  It 

should halt its assassinations of 

citizens in other parts of the world.  

It should pull its troops out of Africa.  

It should stop supporting the 

destruction of Ukraine.  The US must 

come to terms with the seething 

class struggle raging within its 

borders.  It cannot continue to use 

Europe and Asia and Africa to 

distract its citizens from rank 

injustices at home.  The United 

Nations has not appointed the US 

the world's policeman. Nobody is 

impressed with US efforts to pass its 

military might off as virtue.  It should 

leave the peoples of the world to 

resolve our own problems.  

The Socialist Movement of Ghana 

s u p p o r t s  c h i n a ' s  e f f o r t s  a t 

safeguarding its sovereignty and 

territorial integrity. 

Signed

Kwesi Pratt Jnr. 

General Secretary 
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Biden Administration Decides To Sell More Arms To Saudi Arabia And UAE 

Saudi Arabian King Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud with US President Joe Biden at Al-
Salam Palace in Jeddah, on July 15, 2022. (Photo: Saudi Press Agency/handout via 
Xinhua). The US announced the sale of over USD 5 billion worth of weapons to Saudi 
Arabia and the UAE on the same day that the UN announced the extension of the 
truce in Yemen for two more months

Peruvian Prime Minister Aníbal Torres Resigns
 By Tanya Wadhwa
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he Ghana Armed Forces T(GAF) has issued a stern 

warning to members of 

the general public particularly 

encroachers and intruders on 

various security zones to stay 

off.

A statement issued by GAF 

signed by the Director of Public 

Relations, Naval Captain MA 

Larbi, explained that the 

security zones such as the Base 

Ammunition Depot were closed 

to the public.

The statement said it was in the 

interest of the public that they 

stayed off military bases for 

their own safety.

“GAF however wishes to caution 

the general public that the Base 

Ammunition Depot is a highly 

sensitive and restricted security 

zone which is out of bounds to 

the general public.

“It is strongly advised that the 

public desists from tampering 

with the perimeter fence or 

attempting to gain any 

unauthorized access. For their 

own safety and that of all others 

as there could be serious 

repercussions for such actions.

“Intruders and encroachers are 

also cautioned of dire 

consequences for their actions if 

they fail to pay heed to the 

numerous public warnings and 

education on the need to stay 

clear off a high-security zone 

such as an Ammunition Depot,” 

part of the statement read.

Meanwhile, GAF has arrested a 

middle-aged man, Yaw Boateng, 

and handed him over to the 

Police Criminal Investigations 

Department (CID) following his 

attempt to access a military Base 

Ammunition Depot at Michel 

Camp in Accra.

According to GAF, the suspect 

upon interrogation said he 

attempted to enter the 

ammunition depot to gather 

some metal products for sale.

“Ghana Armed Forces 

personnel at the Base 

Ammunition Depot in Michel 

Camp, have arrested a middle-

aged man who was in the 

process of breaching the 

perimeter fence in order to 

gain entry into the 

Ammunition Depot

“The Suspect, Yaw Boateng, 

claimed he was from Ashaiman 

Tulaku and was trying to 

access the Ammunition Depot 

to seek aluminum plated 

materials for sale. Upon his 

ecurity and safety expert, Dr SAdam Bonaa, has raised 

concerns about the monetary 

policies of the central bank of Ghana 

and its implications on national 

security.

According to Dr Bonaa, the Bank of 

Ghana, through its monetary 

policies, is discouraging investors 

from investing in businesses and 

instead opting for treasury bills.

In an interview with GhanaWeb, the 

security expert noted that this trend 

has become a contributory factor to 

unemployment in the country.

“If you look at our monetary policies 

in this country, the Bank of Ghana 

and its own treasury bill rates and all 

those things have become 

inimical to businesses in this 

country. You have more people 

investing in the purchase of 

treasury bills than they would 

have invested in a business that 

would keep people in 

employment."

Among other risks, the security 

expert underscored that the 

growing unemployment in the 

country coupled with the current 

economic hardship would lead to 

security threats.

“Therefore we are likely to have 

more people become 

unemployed in the last quarter of 

this year and this is because the 

Bank of Ghana in their own 

policies have not yielded any 

value for businesses of this 

country. And the more we have 

more unemployed youth in this 

country, the more likely this 

country will one day go up in 

flames because then the Bank of 

Ghana is not looking at what 

policies shall we put in place to 

see to it that it becomes 

profitable investing in businesses 

than investing in treasury bills,” he 

stated.

In addition to his concerns about 

the interest on treasury bills, Dr 

Bonaa cited the current exchange 

rate of the cedi against other major 

currencies as another concern.

He emphasised that such factors, 

including the central bank's interest 

rate on loans, contribute to the 

growth of businesses and lead to 

unemployment.

“Businesses are folding up because 

the Banks are lending with an 

interest rate of about 30 to 31 

percent. So today if you borrow a 

hundred thousand, you end up 

paying about 31 thousand or 30 

thousand minimum by the end of 

the year. So why won't businesses 

buy treasury bills instead of going to 

borrow at a higher interest rate to 

invest in a business? The banks 

themselves have also decided to 

buy treasury bills because that is 

more profitable,” he stated.

He therefore called on the central 

bank and the ministry of finance to 

relook at the monetary policies to 

ensure they inure to the growth of 

businesses.

harles played many Croles in his very active 
life.

He was a classic poet who 
wrote about love, religion, 
family, education, activism, 
Pan Africanism and many 
other subjects which caught 
his fancy. He sometimes came 
across as a journalist pouring 
out his hatred of all forms of 
oppression and on some 
occasions, the priest in him 
poured out with sermons on 
life on earth and in the 
heavens. He was a trained 
biochemist and also a 
professional driver.
Charles as all his friends called 
him, livened up any space he 
entered with his loudness and 
very provocative thoughts on 
all issues. In spite of his 
diminutive structure, he had a 
presence which was larger 
than life.
He is perhaps the only person 
I have known who managed to 
be ideologically Nkrumaist 
and an extraordinary 
supporter and member of the 
Danquah-Busia political 
tradition. He saw no 
contradiction in this and went 
on to contest for the 
parliamentary candidature of 
the New Patriotic Party in one 
of the Ablekuma 
constituencies.
Charles was resident in Dallas, 

Texas in the United States of 
America but he missed nothing 
at home. He was a leading or 
founding member of the 
Democratic Alliance of Ghana 
(DAG) which was headquartered 
in London, the United Kingdom. 
This organisation was rabidly 
opposed to the military rule of 
Mr. Jerry John Rawlings and 
published and circulated its 
mouthpiece “Gye Nyame” 
throughout Ghana.
He was part of the group which 
conceived the idea of forming an 
all-party group, the Movement 
for Freedom and Justice (MFJ) to 
struggle for the return to multi-
party rule in Ghana in 1991. In 
this enterprise, he worked very 
closely with heavyweights like 
Professor Albert Adu Boahen, 
Johnny F.S. Hansen, Akoto 
Ampaw, Kwame Wiafe, Owusu-
Gyimah, John Ndebugre, Dan 
Lartey and many others.
Charles also played a very key-
role in the work of the Alliance 
for change (AFC) whose 
spokesperson is the current 
president of Ghana, Nana Addo 
Dankwa Akufo-Addo. He became 
the representative of the 
Alliance in North America.
Reverend Charles Biney played 
his part in the struggle for 
democracy in Ghana by 
contributing his all in the bold 
confrontation with dictatorship. 
May his deeds continue to 
inspire all of us to continue the 
struggle for total liberation from 
oppression until final victory.
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Stay Off Our High-Security Zones – Army Cautions Encroachers, Intruders

Bank Of Ghana Policies Inimical To 
National Security – Dr Bonaa Raises Alarm

Security and Safety Analyst, Dr Adam Bonaa

TRIBUTE TO REVEREND CHARLES BINEY
By Kwesi Pratt Jnr.

arrest, 18 pieces of 

aluminum plates, iron 

pickets and a broken street 

light lamp holder were 

found among his 

possessions. He has been 

handed over to the Police CID 

for further actions,” the 

statement added.
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Special Court In Colombia Convicts 22 Former Military Officers For Killing Over 300 Innocent Civilians

By Tanya Wadhwa

July 25, Colombia's Special Jurisdiction for Peace (JEP) charged 22 former 
members of the army, one state official, and two civilians with war crimes and 
crimes against humanity for murdering over 300 innocent people. Photo: 
JEP/Twitter. The JEP determined that the members of the 16th Brigade killed 
303 innocent people between 2005 and 2008 in the Casanare department, and 
then framed them to authorities as guerrilla fighters killed in combat to obtain 
rewards

Full Text Of Findings From Afrobarometer Round 9 Survey In Ghana
cont. on page 7
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Solidarity Event In Berlin Celebrates Cuba's Living Revolution

(Photo: Twitter/ @cubasiberlin). The Fiesta de Solidaridad con Cuba in Berlin was organized by Cuba Sí, a working group from the 
German leftist party Die Linke, on Saturday, July 23. The gathering combined music, photography, and political activism from Cuba, 
Latin America, and beyond
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 Ghana Elections 2024 National Opinion Poll 19th July 2022
from previous isssue
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Ghanaians To Donate Blood To Save Lives
Kpehe Catholic Church Calls On 

ather Isaac Gyasi Amoateng, the Assistant FHead of the St. Paul Catholic Church, Kpehe 

has called on Ghanaians to donate blood to 

save lives. According to him there is the need for 

the blood banks to be stocked all the time so that 

those in need of blood can access it. Father 

Amoateng gave the advice when the St. Paul 

Catholic Church organised a blood donation 

exercise at the church premises last Sunday. Father 

Amoateng said as Christians who believe in the 

blood of Jesus saving lives, there is the need for 

all Christians to donate blood to also save lives.

As a church, he said the wish is for all members 

to donate blood to save lives.

The St. Paul Catholic Church has made it a 

policy to donate blood twice each year in 

conjunction with the 37 Military hospital to 

save lives of patients who are in need of blood.

Father Isaac Gyasi AmoatengFather Isaac Gyasi AmoatengFather Isaac Gyasi Amoateng
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