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he Youth Wing of the Topposition National 
Democratic Congress (NDC) 

yesterday said it will not partake in 
this year's International Youth day 
Celebrations.
A statement issued yesterday by the 
National Youth Organizer of the 
NDC, George Opare Addo cited 
excruciating economic hardship in 
the country as the reason for the 
boycott. 
“The youth Wing is of the view that 

there is absolutely nothing for the 
youth to celebrate in these times of 
excruciating hardship that the Akufo-
Addo/Bawumia government has 
brought upon the Ghanaian youth 
through their bad governance, 
economic mismanagement and 
pervasive corruption”, the statement 
said.
This is the ful text of the statement;
Press Release 
NDC YOUTH WING TO BOYCOTT 
INTERNATIONAL YOUTH DAY 

CELEBRATIONS BY NATIONAL 
YOUTH AUTHORITY 
ACCRA, August 11, 2022- The 
Youth Wing of the National 
Democratic Congress will not 
participate in the 2022 
International Youth Day 
Celebrations being organized by 
the National Youth Authority.
The Youth Wing is of the view that 
there is absolutely nothing for the 
youth to celebrate in these times 
of excruciating hardship that the 

artin Alamisi Burns MKaiser Amidu, a former 
Special Prosecutor has 

alleged that the shake up at the 
National Security outfit undertaken 
by President Nana Akufo-Addo last 
weekend is a critical part of the 
New Patriotic Party's (NPP) scheme 
to “Break the Eight”.
Mr. Amidu in a statement released 
yesterday asserted that the 
appointment made by the 
president was the final piece of the 
jigsaw which enables him to fix 
people he can manipulate at the 
nation's foremost intelligence 
agency.
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Amidu suggested that Edward Asomani 
and Nana Attobrah Quaicoe, who have 
been appointed to top positions at the 
National Security Secretariat, are loyalists 
of Akufo-Addo and the NPP.

“The appointment by the President of 
Mr. Edward Asomani, Deputy National 
Security Co-ordinator, to act as National 
Security Co-ordinator … gives finality to 
Nana Akufo-Addo's long game to capture 
the National Security Secretariat 
apparatus towards his electoral agenda 
for the 2024 parliamentary and 
presidential elections.

“The President by the same press release 
also appointed Nana Attobrah Quaicoe, 
Deputy Director-General of the NIB … to 
act as the Director-General of National 
Intelligence Bureau, with his 
confirmation also being subject to the 
receipt of the constitutionally required 
advice of the National Security Council, 
given in consultation with the Public 
Service Commission as part of Nana 
Akufo-Addo's long game to capture the 
National Intelligence Bureau apparatus 
towards his electoral agenda for the 2024 
parliamentary and presidential 
elections,” parts of the statement read.

The statement added: “It is important for 
the reader to keep at the back of his 
mind the unspoken facts and evidence 
that Nana Attobrah Quaicoe and Mr. 
Edward Kwaku Asomani were recruited 
into Nana Akufo-Addo's Danquah 
Institute under the chairmanship of his 
maternal cousin, Mr. Gabby Asare 
Otchere-Darko, an indispensable 
member of the family's planning and 
strategies cohort.”

A statement issued last week by the 
Director of Communications at the 
presidency, Eugene Arhin, said that the 
president had appointed the Deputy 
National Security Coordinator, Edward 
Asomani, to act as the substantive 
Coordinator.

The statement also indicated that the 
president had appointed the Deputy 
Director General of the National 
Intelligence Bureau, Nana Attobrah 
Quaicoe, as the Director General of the 
Bureau.

“In accordance with Section 20 (1) of the 
Security and Intelligence Agencies Act, 2020 (Act 
1030), President Akufo-Addo has subsequently 
appointed Mr. Edward Asomani, Deputy 
National Security Co-ordinator, to act as National 
Security Co-ordinator, with effect from Monday, 
8th August 2022.

“… the president has appointed Nana Attobrah 
Quaicoe, currently Deputy Director General of 
NIB, to act, with effect from Monday, 8th August 
2022, as Director General of the National 
Intelligence Bureau,” parts of the statement 
read.
However, Mr. Amidu who was appointed as the 
first ever Special Prosecutor by the Akufo-Addo 
administration but had to quit his post allegedly 
because of interference and deliberate 
underfunding believes there is more to the 
shake up than a normal security arrangement.
This is the full text of his statement;
NEW LEADERSHIP APPOINTMENTS TO THE 
NATIONAL SECURITY APPARATUS AND AKUFO-
ADDO'S LONG GAME OF BREAKING THE EIGHT: 
BY MARTIN A. B. K. AMIDU
The press release issued by the Communications 
Directorate of the Jubilee House, Accra on 5 
August 2022 announcing the appointment of 
new leadership for the National Security 
apparatus was the eventual actualization of an 
intentional and purposeful strategic decision by 
President Akufo-Addo since he lost the second 
round of the 2008 Presidential Election to 
ensure that if he ever ascended the Presidency 

Mr. Novihoho Afaglo

He Says Shake Up In National Security NPP's Scheme To 'Break The 8' 
MARTIN AMIDU

from front page

Cont. on pages 6&7

FRIDAY 12TH AUGUST, 2022

THE FAKE PRODUCTS
he warning by the Communication Tfor Development and Advocacy 
Consult about the threat posed to 

Ghanaians regarding the influx of fake 
electrical products and electronic 
appliances should be a matter of concern 
to all.
Already, some large quantities of 
imported items mainly electrical 
products have been found by the Ghana 
Standards Authority not to have met the 
standardisation test conducted.
Even though the Standard Authority 
claimed all the items were destroyed, 
many of such fake products are still in 
the market.
Several houses within the past several 
months have burnt down killing their 
occupants without trace of the causes.
The rate at which fake products are 
entering the market and being bought 
because of their affordability is worrying 
if not frightening.
There are several companies that are 
producing some of the durable electrical 
products in Ghana but increased taxes 
have made them not to be price-
competitive as many people due to 
poverty prefer to settle for the 'Cheap 
Items' without looking at their durability 
and the risks associated with their usage.
There is obviously the need for the 
government to have a second look at the 
taxes which are currently killing 
businesses in the country.
The Standard Authority and the Food 
and Drugs Authority need to urgently put 
their acts together to deal with the 
menace of fake electrical products and 
appliances before it blows out into a full 
scale national crisis.
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Akufo-Addo/Bawumia  government has brought 
upon the Ghanaian youth 

through their bad governance, 
economic mismanagement, 
and pervasive corruption.
The hardship is so dire that 
the youth struggle to afford 
one decent meal a day.  To 
add insult to injury, prices of 
goods and services keep on 
increasing on the market 
every second.
Contrary to the Akufo-
Addo/Bawumia government's 
fanciful promises to create 
descent jobs for the youth, 
they have rather increased the 
unemployment situation 
through the collapse of 
businesses such as banks and 
other financial institutions 
resulting in the laying-off of 
many of our youth. Many 
graduates, newly trained 
nurses, teachers, and other 
professionals remain home 
unemployed and wonder 
where their next meal will 
come from. Those in the 
informal sector already 
struggling to put body and 
soul together have been 
saddled with unbearable taxes 
to further worsen their 
precarious living standards.  
We are not oblivious of the 
fact that young people of our 
Country today must show 
proof of their NPP 
membership or affiliation 
before they can get any 
opportunity under this 
government. For those who 
do not have any connections 
in the NPP, they are callously 
confronted with monetary 
demands not less than 30,000 
cedis to be recruited into 
various security agencies or 

other job opportunities. 
The NPP government has 
thrown meritocracy to the 
dogs! No wonder there are 
concerns about standards of 
professionalism in some of 
our security agencies today.
The economic 
mismanagement by the 
government has resulted in 
extremely bad times for 
young entrepreneurs who 
struggle to make ends meet 
due to increase in taxes, and 
nuisance taxes such as the 
e-levy which has led to the 
deliberate collapse of the 
mobile money businesses 
affecting the livelihoods of 
over 300,000 youth. Most 
young people who were 
into online business have 
had to fold up due to the 
introduction of the roundly 
condemned e-levy. 
As the NDC rightly 
predicted, the NaBCO 
model for job creation is 
unsustainable. After putting 
NaBCO beneficiaries 
through months of hardship 
by government's refusal to 
pay them their meagre 
allowances, government has 
finally collapsed the 
programme and the 
beneficiaries are now 
hopeless! Ominously, the 
Akufo Addo/Bawumia 
government has wickedly 
failed to pay beneficiaries 
their monthly stipends for 
the past nine months.
Another disturbing anti-
youth project this 
government is vigorously 
pursuing, is its inability to 
pay allowances of national 
service personnel for many 
months now. The case of 
teacher and nursing trainee 
allowances is not different. 
After bragging of 
supposedly restoring trainee 
allowance to enhance its 

electoral fortunes, 
government has so far 
not been able to honor its 
promise. 
While government cannot 
find money to pay these 
allowances to give respite 
to young people, 
President Akufo-Addo 
finds money to rent 
luxurious jets at cut-
throat prices at the 
detriment of suffering 
taxpayers so he can enjoy 
bathing in the sky.
Again, even though the 
Free SHS programme has 
been lauded by many 
Ghanaians as a good 
programme, its poor 
implementation has 
brought untold hardships 
to parents and students. 
Today, boarding students 
are dying of hunger in 
schools. They largely rely 
on the benevolence of 
their old school 
associations, churches, 
and philanthropists to 
survive. Many heads of 
schools are threatening to 
shut down schools for 
lack of food.
The state of the Ghanaian 
youth today under the 
Akufo-Addo/Bawumia 
government is that of 
hopelessness and 
complete disillusionment. 
Government is clueless 
about youth development 
and how to address the 
challenges facing the 
youth. 
It is therefore surprising 
that the NYA is readying 
itself to mark this year's 
international youth day 
with another jamboree 
instead of charging 
government to 
immediately address the 
needs of the youth. We 
are aware that the NYA 
intends to mark the day 
by conferring an award on 
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President Akufo-Addo. 
That is nothing but an 
insult to the Ghanaian 
youth. It is such a 
wonder that at a time 
that the Ghanaian youth 
are struggling, the NYA 
finds it necessary to 
award the President for 
inflicting hardship on 
them. 
The NDC under President 
John Mahama handed 
over a National Youth 
Policy and 
Implementation Plan to 
the Akufo-Addo 
government 6 years ago. 
This government failed to 
implement the policy. It 
has spent all these years 
reviewing the policy.
Again, the NDC 
government enacted the 
National Youth Authority 
Act in 2016 but the 
Akufo-Addo govern has 
failed to implement the 
law for the benefit of the 
Ghanaian youth.
The Youth Wing of the 
NDC believe that the only 
thing that is worth 
celebrating is the 
tenacity, resilience, and 

the tolerance of youth in 
the face of extreme 
unjustifiable 
provocation.
There is absolutely no 
future for the youth as 
the Akufo-Addo 
government through its 
economic policy of 
borrow-to-chop has 
mortgaged the future of 
the youth by borrowing 
to unprecedented levels 
that many generations 
yet unborn will have to 
pay. Such a bad father 
who leaves no 
inheritance for his 
children!
We wish however to 
urge the youth not to 
despair and lose faith in 
Ghana's democracy. We 
encourage all eligible 
youth to endeavor to 
register with the 
Electoral Commission 
when the opportunity 
presents itself and 
exercise their franchise 
in anger, hunger, and 
protest this failed NPP 
government.
Aluta Continua

NDC Youth Wing Announces Boycott Of Event 
Due To Economic Hardship, Corruption, Others 

International Youth Day Celebrations

George Opare Addo
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“Cuba Is Our Neighbour!” Campaign Urges Biden Regime To Lift Sanctions

Prominent figures across the US left have signed an open letter demanding 
that Biden lift sanctions on Cuba to facilitate humanitarian aid after Matanzas fire

Progressives Condemn Repression Of Anti-War March In Niscemi, Italy



PAGE 5 The Insight  theinsightnewsonline.com

ome harmful levels of Saflatoxins [a family of 
toxins produced by 

fungi called Aspergillus flavus 
and Aspergillus parasiticus] 
that can cause cancer have 
been found in samples of 
'Brukina' and the millet and 
dairy milk used to prepare it.
This was revealed through a 
research conducted by 
Noguchi Memorial Institute 
for Medical Research at the 
University of Ghana and 
published in the Ghana 
Medical Journal.
A myjoyonline report 
indicated that for the 
research which sought to 
investigate levels of aflatoxins 
in the locally-prepared drink, 
some samples of Brukina 

were bought from producers in 
Nima and Ashaiman for a 
period of 7 months.
In all, some 21 samples were 
collected from each site.

Scientists found after 
investigations that 1 sample 
from Ashaiman and 2 from 
Nima had unacceptable levels 
of aflatoxins in them.
Furthermore, 12 samples of 
dairy milk from Ashaiman and 
10 from Nima also contained 
high levels of aflatoxin above 
the acceptable limit.
Two other millet samples were 
found with the cancerous 
substance from Ashaiman while 
same was found in 6 samples 
from Nima.
Toxicologist and lead scientist 
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at the Noguchi Memorial 
Institute for Medical Research, 
Prof. Regina Appiah-Oppong, 
commenting on the 
development urged that 
farmers and brukina producers 
are monitored by regulatory 
agents and educated on good 
storage practices in order to 
avoid exposing the public to 
health risks from consumption 
of the drink which is popular.

overnment through the GFinance Ministry has 
established a Forex 

Development Committee that will 
look into policy measures and 
interventions to prevent the 
recurring depreciation of the cedi 
from assuming the impact of the 
central bank.
The move follows a promise made by 
the Finance Minister, Ken Ofori Atta 
last year that government would 
establish a bi-partisan committee to 
investigate the structural causes of 
the cedi depreciation and propose 
adequate measures.

The membership of the committee, 
however, is drawn from the Office of 
the Vice President, Bank of Ghana, 
Agriculture Ministry, Ghana Union of 
Traders Association (GUTA), 
Association of Ghana Industries, 
some universal banks among other 
key stakeholders.
The Deputy Finance Minister, Charles 
Adu-Boahen, speaking at a press 
briefing in Accra to inaugurate the 
committee explained that the 
mandate of the committee is to 
review the current Forex (FX) regime, 
offer workable alternatives by way of 
policy interventions which 
potentially would reduce FX risks in 
the economy and also identify the 
inherent constraints in the system.
"The FX Development Committee 

which is chaired by the Finance 
Minister, Ken Ofori-Atta is also to 
critically look at the role of 
automation and digitization as a 
critical enabler of FX reforms," he 
said.
Adu-Boahen added that; "The 
formation of this committee is not 
to infringe on the independence 
of the central bank in its foreign 
exchange operations and if 
anything at all, the work of the 
committee is to complement the 
efforts of the central bank in 
curtailing the usual poor 
performance of the cedi against 
its foreign counterparts."
In 2019, the cedi depreciated by 
more than 12.7 percent, the worst 
performance since 2015 when the 
cedi depreciated by more than 
14.6 percent.

Noguchi Research Reveals Cancerous 
Substance Found In Some Brukina Drinks  

'Ghana's Economy Is In The Tank' – Prof. Steve Hanke Says

President Akufo-Addo and Prof. Steve Hanke

Govt Sets Up FX Development Committee To 
Probe Recurring Depreciation Of The Cedi

The FX Dev't Committee will look into policy interventions to prevent the depreciation of the cedi
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PT And Broader Coalition Make Lula's Candidacy For Brazilian Presidency Official

By Brasil de Fato

Cedi Maintains Rank As Worst Performing Currency In Africa – Bloomberg
he Ghana cedi is still Tthe worst performing 
currency among African 

currencies with the “Worst 
Spot Returns,” according to 
Bloomberg.
The cedi recorded -28.82% 
depreciation to the dollar as of 
August 8, 2022, to sell at 
nearly GH¢9 to a dollar.
This means the currency could 
be heading for a record fall in 
the last 25 years.
The low performance of the 
cedi has driven inflation to a 

record of 29.8% in June.
However, despite the revenue 
the country is enjoying due to 
the high price of crude oil on the 
international market, the cedi's 
depreciation has led to the 
increasing prices of petroleum 
products.
On August 5, 2022, Standard 
and Poor's ("S&P") Global 
Ratings downgraded Ghana's 
foreign and local currency credit 
ratings from 'B-/B' To 'CCC+/C' 
with a negative outlook.
According to S&P, the 

downgrade is due to intensifying 
financing and external pressures 
on the economy.
The Finance Ministry in response 
stated that “the Government is 
disappointed by S&P's decision to 
downgrade Ghana despite the 
bold policies implemented in 
2022 to address macro-fiscal 
challenges and debt sustainability 
which have been significantly 
exacerbated by the impact of 
these global external shocks on 
the economy.”
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Ukraine's 'Great Game' Surfaces In Transcaucasia
By M. K. Bhadrakumar 

Presidents of Russia, Turkmenistan, Azerbaijan, Iran and Kazakhstan 
(clockwise from left) took part in the 6th Caspian Summit, Ashgabat, June 29, 
2022. A 'Great Game' is afoot in the Caucasus and Central Asia with Russia 
gaining an advantage due to recent developments in the Ukraine war. The 
Western powers have belatedly entered the scene too
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MARTIN AMIDU; He Says Shake Up In National Security NPP's Scheme To 'Break The 8' 
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