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NATIONAL CATHEDRAL NATIONAL CATHEDRAL NATIONAL CATHEDRAL 
Ablakwa Wails Over Lack Of Information On US$400 Million Project 

he Member of TParliament (MP) for 
North Tongu 

Constituency, Samuel 
Okudzeto Ablakwa has 
once again released some 
documents revealing 
much controversies about 
the construction of the 
National Cathedral of 
which he says that "there 
is just no end in sight to 
the extremely putrefying 
and ungodly National 
Cathedral scandal."
According to him, on the 
4th of July, 2022, he 
decided to make a formal 
RTI request under Section 
18 of Act 989 to the 
Public Procurement 
Authority to establish the 
procurement status 
regarding the 
construction of the 
National Cathedral by 
RIBADE Company 
Limited. 

RISING ECONOMIC HARDSHIP 
Ex-NPP Minister Osei Akoto Denies Voice Audio Of Attacks On Bawumia And Ofori-Atta 

r Anthony Akoto Osei, DPresidential Adviser On the 
Economy has denied an audio 

recording in which a voice alleged to be 
his is heard attacking Vice President Dr 
Mahamudu Bawumia and Finance 

Minister Ken Ofori-Atta over the 
country's economic situation.  
In a statement issued by his Office 
titled --RE: Ofori-Atta and Bawumia 
are worse as each other”, Dr Anthony 
Akoto Osei said, “My attention has 

been drawn to a post on GhanaWeb 
and other social media platforms 
including a purported leaked tape 
which has me allegedly commenting 
on the performance of the two 
personalities mentioned in the 

SMG Rejects 
Govt Financial 
Bailout From IMF 

…Says It Signifies Collapse Of Neo-Liberal Order

Said On July 1, 1960

he Socialist Movement of TGhana (SMG) has roundly 

rejected the government 

of Ghana's decision to seek 

economic bailout form the 

International Monetary Fund 

(IMF). A statement issued 

yesterday by the SMG signed by 

Comrade Kwesi Pratt Jnr., 

Dr Anthony Akoto Osei
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President Nana Akufo-Addo Samuel Okudzeto Ablakwa

Republic Day 
Celebration:  
What Nkrumah 



ACTING EDITOR          -     BENJAMIN AKUFFO
         

PAGE 2 The Insight  theinsightnewsonline.com

(0244669960)
benjaminakuffo65@yahoo.com

Email: theinsightonline20@gmail.com
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 “I wish to categorically deny making 

these unfounded statements either in 

an interview or in an engagement with 

anybody”.

“The voice in the leaked tape is 

emphatically not mine. Neither do I 

subscribe to the alleged comments”.

The Insight for the avoidance of doubt 

publishes the full statement by Dr. 

Anthony Osei Akoto and the original 

story from the voice recording for the 

benefit of readers:
Source: Office of Dr Anthony Akoto Osei
RE: Ofori-Atta and Bawumia are worse 
as each other - Akoto Osei booms in 
leaked tape
 My attention has been drawn to a post 
on GhanaWeb and other social media 
platforms including a purported leaked 
tape which has me allegedly commenting 
on the performance of the two 
personalities mentioned in the headline.

I wish to categorically deny making these 
unfounded statements either in an 
interview or in an engagement with 
anybody.

The voice in the leaked tape is 
emphatically not mine. Neither do I 
subscribe to the alleged comments.

This is the full statement:

"Were are not breaking any 8, we are going to opposition, 

let's forget it" - Top NPP Member Fumes

A leading member of the New Patriotic Party (NPP), Mr 

Osei Akoto, has heavily descended on the Akufo-Addo 

administration especially the Vice President, Dr Mahamudu 

Bawumia and Finance Minister, Ken Ofori-Atta blaming the 

country's current economic hardship on their crass 

incompetence.

According to the former Minister of State for Finance and 

Economic Planning under the erstwhile John Agyekum 

Kufuor administration, the NPP's current mantra of 

“Breaking the 8” is an illusion considering the level of 

hardship in the country and should be immediately 

discarded. 

Blaming the leadership of his own party for the country's 

current economic malaise, Osei Akoto who once served as 

the Member of Parliament for Old Tafo in the Ashanti 

region stated boldly that the NPP should forget about 

breaking the eight (8) because they will definitely go to 

opposition.

In a leaked Audio, Mr Akoto Osei is said to have stated that 

the country has been highly mismanaged by his own Party 

the NPP but he can only blame the current Finance 

Minister, Ken Ofori-Atta and the leader of the Economic 

Management Team, Dr Mahamudu Bawumia for the woes 

of the country.

He noted that Ken Ofori-Atta is the worst Finance Minister 

the country has ever had.

Dr Akoto Osei stressed that the NPP should not deceive 

themselves because from a just point of view, things are 

not well in the country. He again established that the party 

ran their mouth that they have the men but there is 

nothing to show from them. 

He noted that about 70% of the men the NPP claims they 

have are inept. He used the word 'bullshit.'

The NPP administration has been highly criticized for 

assuring Ghanaians that they have the men yet the country 

is moving from bad to worse.

Anthony Akoto Osei is a Ghanaian banker and politician. 

Osei was in the cabinet of President John Agyekum Kufuor 

as Minister of State for Finance and Economic Planning. He 

was a Member of Parliament for the electoral district of Old 

Tafo in the Ashanti region.

Source --News Hub Creator
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anitation issues have been the 'talk Sof town' lately due to heaps or pile 
of refuse that are seen in the cities 

and the localities.
Certainly, the handling of sanitation or 
waste continues to be a major headache 
to governments especially in Africa.
This is as a result of lack of genuine 
commitment to tackle filth and address 
the broader sanitation challenges.
In other parts of the world, the issue of 
waste has been adequately dealt with 
such that waste from other countries 
are imported for power generation and 
recycling among others.
There are also bye-laws to check 
indiscriminate dumping of waste which 
are strictly enforced and individuals who 
fail to comply with the law, made to pay 
spot fines for littering the environment 
indiscriminately.
In Ghana, the government upon 
assumption of office vowed to make 
Accra the cleanest in Africa.
However, it thus appear that dream is 
gradually becoming a mirage despite 
enormous resources being devoted 
towards that cause.
Clearly, there is the need for policy 
makers to change strategy and develop 
and adopt a more holistic modern 
approach in the fight against the 
menace and this can be done through 
the construction of recycling and waste 
treatment plants in all regions and in 
future, all districts of the country.
It is possible and should be done.

THE WAR ON SANITATION  
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To everyone's utter shock, the 

 PPA's Chief Executive, Mr. Frank 
Mante, responded in a 5th July, 

2022 letter that there is no 
records at their end on the 
National cathedral project.

“It is absolutely despicable to 

discover the sinful levels of 

recklessness and lawlessness 

which the Akufo-Addo 

government is exhibiting in the 

construction of a massive 

US$400million cathedral which 

has already siphoned a colossal 

GHS200million of public funds, 

albeit unconstitutionally, without 

any regard, whatsoever, for 

Ghana's procurement laws”, the 

lawmaker said.

“Meanwhile, Section 14(2)(e) of 

the Public Procurement Act, 2003 

(Act 663) is unambiguous that 

state owned enterprises to the 

extent that they utilise public 

funds are subject to Act 663. It is 

also instructive to note that 

Section 14(1)(a) of Act 663 makes 

clear that Ghana's procurement 

laws apply once the project is 

financed in whole or in part from 

public funds.” 

“There is also no evidence that 

Finance Minister, Ken Ofori-Atta 

followed due process to make an 

exception as provided for under 

the law after my painstaking 

checks of all Gazette 

publications as demanded by 

Section 14(3) of Act 663.”

“Additionally, it is obvious from 

the PPA response to my RTI 

request that their board have 

granted no waiver or ratification 

as they may consider under 

exceptional circumstances”.

“When procurement laws are 

not respected and cronies are 

handpicked in sweetheart deals 

as in this instant case, there is no 

value for money, Ghana is 

shortchanged financially and 

technically; this therefore 

explains why the National 

Cathedral project cost has 

become a corrupt moving target 

from the initial US$100million, 

to US$200miilion, then 

US$250million, rising to 

US$350million and now 

US$400million”, he stated. 

The MP said the development is 

yet another significant addition 

to the already countless cases of 

flagrant violation of the 1992 

Constitution and other laws of 

Ghana, ironically in a temple 

project which should have edified 

God. 

“Even people who build for Satan 

do not engage in such a lawless 

orgy. It must not be lost on us 

that this Akufo-Addo government 

has prosecuted political 

opponents and succeeded in 

jailing some, and then serving as 

an elated conveyor belt in a 

conspiracy that removed an 

Electoral Commissioner from 

office, all for alleged 

procurement breaches — none 

of those procurement infractions 

measure up to this egregious 

transgression”, he said.

Meanwhile, media reports say 

the Public Procurement Authority 

has confirmed not having any 

information relating to the 

construction of the National 

Cathedral of Ghana.

This was contained in a letter 

responding to a Right To 

Information (RTI) request filed by 

Member of Parliament for North 

Tongu, Samuel Okudzeto 

Ablakwa.

Ablakwa who had been at the 

forefront of disclosing issues he 

from front page
described as bordering on 

corruption and corporate 

governance infractions said in a 

Facebook post that he had made 

the July 4 request to establish 

the procurement status 

regarding the construction of the 

cathedral by RIBADE Company 

Limited.

“To my utter shock, the PPA's 

Chief Executive, Mr. Frank 

Mante, responded in a 5th July, 

2022 letter that it “holds no 

information relating to the 

construction of the National 

Cathedral by Ribade Company 

Ltd.” (See attached). 

“It is absolutely despicable to 

discover the sinful levels of 

recklessness and lawlessness 

which the Akufo-Addo 

government is exhibiting in the 

construction of a massive 

US$400million cathedral which 

has already siphoned a colossal 

GHS200million of public funds, 

albeit unconstitutionally, 

without any regard, whatsoever, 

for Ghana's procurement laws,” 

he said in a Facebook post dated 

July 6.

The project has recently been 

mired in a raft of controversies 

among others corruption 

relating to payments made to 

the architect and issues 

Parliamentary breaches and 

corporate governance issues.

Ablakwa, who has been at the 

forefront of the exposure 

insists that the government has 

committed public funds in 

excess of 200 million cedis to 

the project.

Meanwhile, construction works 

on the Cathedral site have 

stalled due to the unavailability 

of funds.
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UK Prime Minister Boris Johnson Steps Down As Leader Of Conservative Party 

Photo: Boris Johnson/Twitter British Prime Minister Boris Johnson 
stepped down following a spate of resignations from his government. 
Reports say he may remain in power till later this year when a new 
party leader is elected
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General Secretary of the 

 movement described the action 
as signifying the collapse of the 

neo-liberal order. 
This is the full statement:

7th July, 2022
SMG STATEMENT ON GHANA 
GOVERNMENT’S ENGAGEMENT 
WITH THE 
INTERNATIONAL MONETARY 
FUND (IMF) ON THE COUNTRY’S 
ECONOMIC CRISES
The Socialist Movement of Ghana 
has noted with very deep concern 
that the 
Government of Ghana has 
decided to engage with the 
International Monetary 
Fund(IMF) in the search for stop 
gap measures in dealing with the 
current economic 
crises. From statements made by 
government spokespersons, it can 
be deduced that 
government is seeking to obtain a 
bail-out facility of up to 
US$2.5billion and what has 
been described as policy 
credibility.
In our view, the crisis the 
Ghanaian economy has been 
plunged into is only a symptom 
of the collapse of the neo-liberal 
order which has been diligently 
enforced by the IMF, 
the world Bank, the centers of 
power in the colonial metropolis 
and neo- colonial 

regimes spread across Africa, Asia, 

South America and elsewhere. 

The enforcers of this 
order have insisted over the last 
30years or more that the path to 
economic recovery 

lies in the unbridled and 
doctrinaire privatization of state 
enterprises, the withdrawal 
of subsidies on social services, 
reckless devaluation of national 
currencies and the 
massive retrenchment of labour in 
the public sector.
The current crisis in neo-colonies 
after 30years of the rigorous 
implementation of the 
Economic Recovery and Structural 
Adjustment programmes is the 
clearest indication 
that these measures have woefully 
failed to address the crippling 
conditions imposed 
on the working people. Ghana 
currently spends 128 percent of 
her total nation 
revenue on public sector 
emoluments and debt servicing. 
Food prices have risen by 
more than 400 percent over the 
last two years. The Ghana 
Statistical Service puts the 
rate of inflation at 29 percent. 
Petroleum prices have doubled and 
the real value of 
wages and salaries are reported to 
be only about 40percent of what 
they were six years 
ago.

A direct consequence of the 

worsening economic crises, is the 

turbulence on the 

labour front. Currently four teacher 

organizations, the Ghana National 

Association of 

Teachers(GNAT) the National 

Association of Graduate Teachers 

(NAGRAT) the

Teachers and Educational Workers 

Union of the Trades Union 

Congress (TUC) and the 

Concerned Teachers Association 

of Ghana have declared a nation-

wide strike. The 

Trade Union Congress(TUC) has 

threatened to embark upon a 

general strike, if the 

conditions of workers are not 

improved. The University 

Teachers Association of Ghana 

(UTAG) has warned that, it 

‘would not tolerate any IMF 

conditionality that negatively 

affects the existing agreements 

between Government and UTAG 

to improve the 

conditions of service of our 

members’.

The SMG’s expectation from the 

engagement with the IMF is not 

optimistic. This is in 

view of the fact that Ghana has 

had at least 16 such 

engagements with the fund and 

none of them led to a revamping 

of the national economy. Indeed, 

all these 

engagements have contributed 

significantly to a worsening of 

the plight of the working 

people. There is also no 

evidence which suggests that 

any country anywhere in the 

world has managed to improve 

its economic fortunes as a result 

of the implementation 

of measures under the marching 

orders of the Bretton Woods 

Institutions. 

The SMG is unable to accept the 

suggestion that the current 

economic crisis arises out 

of covid-19 pandemic and the 

Ukraine-Russia war. This is 

because total Covid-19 

related expenditure from 2020 

as confirmed by the Minister of 

Finance is less than 

GH₵25 billion out of more than 

GH₵200 billion. While the 

Russia-Ukraine war has had 

a global impact on petroleum 

prices, the availability of grains 

and fertilizer, it must be 

pointed out that its effect on 

the Ghanaian economy is not 

that profound. Last week, 

the Country Director of the 

World Bank in Accra, punched 

holes in the claims that 

external factors are responsible 

for the sorry state of the 

Ghanaian economy and asked 

the Government to tell the 

people the truth. According to 

him “although Covid did not 

help” the signs of a crumbling 

economy were visible long 

before the pandemic.

The SMG is convinced that only 

the fundamental restructuring 

of the economy of 

Ghana hinged on Socialist 

transformation can remove the 

country from its current 

state of dependence. We need 

to focus on building an 

economy in which the 

resources 

of Ghana are owned by its 

people and are exploited for 

their own benefit. The effort 

ought to be guided by 

principles of self-reliance. 

Reference to the Nkrumah 

model of 

development based on massive 

industrialization can become a 

key factor. The current 

situation in which Ghana is 

largely dependent on the 

importation of virtually 

everything including food and 

machines is inimical to national 

economic development.

The SMG joins the trade 

Unions and mass public 

organizations in Ghana in 

rejecting 

the so -called engagement with 

the International Monetary 

Fund as a solution to pain 

and suffering the working 

people are enduring under the 

neo-liberal order. 

The answer is Socialism!

Signed.

Kwesi Pratt, Jnr.

General Secretar
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COCOBOD's Official Report Acknowledges Efficacy Of Lithovit Fertiliser – Senior CHED Official

Stephen Opuni, Former Chief Executive Officer of the Ghana Cocoa Board (COCOBOD)

Sanction Officers Domelevo Recovered GH¢66m From – CSOs To Auditor General

Auditor General, Johnson Akuamoah Asiedu
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How Cuba Is Eradicating Child Mortality And Banishing The Diseases Of The Poor
 By Vijay Prshad And Manolo De Los Santos

The authors at a clinic in Palpite in Cuba. Photo: Odalys Miranda/Twitter. The drastic 
reduction in infant mortality rates is yet another testimony to the Cuban Revolution's 
attention to the health of the country's population
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