
FRIDAY 22ND JULY, 2022VOL. 29     NO.  1305 4.00

theinsightnewsonline.com

 cont. on page 3 cont. on page 3 cont. on page 3

 page 3 page 3 page 3 page 2 page 2 page 2

 cont. on pages 6&7 cont. on pages 6&7 cont. on pages 6&7

IMF BAILOUT IMF BAILOUT IMF BAILOUT 
As Economic Crisis Spirals, International Press Reports…

Ghana's Unions, Left Reject Talks With The IMF 

he government of Ghana has Tinitiated talks with the 
International Monetary Fund 

(IMF) for a potential bailout program. A 
delegation of the IMF concluded a 
week-long visit to Accra on July 13 and 

met with officials including Finance 
Minister, Ken Ofori-Atta and Vice 
President, Dr. Mahamudu Bawumia. 
The proposal has been severely 
criticized by the Ghanaian left, 
especially the Socialist Movement 
of Ghana (SMG), and trade unions.

In a statement released after the 
visit, IMF Mission Chief Carlo 
Sdralevich , “The IMF team stated
held initial discussions on a 
comprehensive reform package to 
restore macroeconomic stability and 
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Info Analytics in July 
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hana has been listed among Ga dozen developing nations 

facing a looming debt crisis 

amid the general economic 

downturn.

Other countries in the list of 12 

nations at risk of debt default 

included: Ukraine, Nigeria, Kenya, 

Tunisia, Belarus, El Salvador, Egypt, 

Ethiopia, Argentina and Ecuador.

According to a Reuters report, factors 

that occasioned Ghana's specific crisis 

rest on among others massive 

borrowing, rising inflation, a slumping 

currency and soaring debt to Gross 

Domestic Product, GDP, ratio.

"Furious borrowing has seen Ghana's 

debt-to-GDP ratio soar to almost 85%.

"Its currency, the cedi, has lost nearly 

a quarter of its value this year and it 

was already spending over half of the 

tax revenues on debt interest 

payments. Inflation is also getting 

close to 30%," the report noted.

The report cited Lebanon, Sri Lanka, 

Russia, Suriname and Zambia as 

nations already in default, Belarus, it 

added was "on the brink and at least 

another dozen are in the danger zone 

as rising borrowing costs, inflation and 

debt all stoke fears of economic 

collapse."

It stated that countries that are looking 

to avert an economic collapse were 

among others looking to the 

International Monetary Fund, for 

rescue programmes.

Ghana is currently in talks with the IMF 

for one such programme after the 

government.

DEAL WITH THIS HEALTH MENACE

he revelation that there is upsurge in stroke cases Tamong young people per records at the Komfo 
Anokye Teaching Hospital in Kumasi is very deeply 

worrying.

There is clearly no doubt that non-communicable or 
lifestyle diseases appear to have fast taken over from 
communicable which used to be our bane as a country.
According to the Neurologist, Dr. Fred Stephen Sarfo those 
as young as 13 are now developing the condition which 
one suffers when a blood vessel that carries oxygen and 
nutrients to the brain is either blocked by a clot or bursts 
resulting in lack of blood to the brain and thus death of the 
brain cells.

According to the Komfo Anokye Teaching Hospital it records 
between 800 and one thousand cases, each year with more 
than 300 dying and the rest becoming permanently 
disabled.
With its high risk factors being hypertension, diabetes, high 
alcohol intake and lack of exercise among others, there is 
the need for improved or change in lifestyle including other 
health measures to adequately deal with the situation.
Stress is also another causative or factor and health 
authorities need to intensify public education to reverse 
the tide.The revelation that there is upsurge in stroke cases 
among young people per records at the Komfo Anokye 
Teaching Hospital in Kumasi is very deeply worrying.

There is clearly no doubt that non-communicable or 
lifestyle diseases appear to have fast taken over from 
communicable which used to be our bane as a country.
According to the Neurologist, Dr. Fred Stephen Sarfo those 
as young as 13 are now developing the condition which 
one suffers when a blood vessel that carries oxygen and 
nutrients to the brain is either blocked by a clot or bursts 
resulting in lack of blood to the brain and thus death of the 
brain cells.

According to the Komfo Anokye Teaching Hospital it records 
between 800 and one thousand cases, each year with more 
than 300 dying and the rest becoming permanently 
disabled.
With its high risk factors being hypertension, diabetes, high 
alcohol intake and lack of exercise among others, there is 
the need for improved or change in lifestyle including other 
health measures to adequately deal with the situation.
Stress is also another causative or factor and health 
authorities need to intensify public education to reverse 
the tide.

Report Reveals Ghana Listed Among Dozen 
Countries In Danger Zone Of Debt Default
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taking a significant lead in his 

 quest to lead the country again 
in 2025.

John Mahama now leads Dr. 
Mahamudu Bawumia of the New 
Patriotic Party, the current vice 
president, in a hypothetical race 
58% to 31% (27% margin) if 
elections were held today, a 
further 11% prefer to vote for 
someone else in the 2024 
elections.
In another hypothetical race 
between John Dramani Mahama 
and Hon. Alan Kyeremanten, the 
Trade and Industry Minister, and 
another frontrunner for the NPP, 
John Mahama leads Hon. Alan 
Kyeremanten 61% to 30% (31% 
margin) and someone else 9%.
Hon Alan Kyeremanten's collapse 
in the polls for July compared to 
Dr. Bawumia was the result of the 
collapse of NPP support in the 
Northern region if Bawumia isn't 
the candidate as Mahama who 
lost to Bawumia in the Northern 
by 88% to 9%, dramatically beats 

Alan Kyeremanten by 87% to 
12%. In the race to lead the NPP, 
the poll finds Hon Alan Kwadwo 
Kyeremanten extending his lead 
amongst general voters.

The poll shows Alan attracting 
42% of the votes compared to 
35% for Dr.  Mahamudu Bawumia
and Hon Kennedy Agyepong, 
11%.
The Member of Parliament for 
Assin Central and late entrant in 
the NPP race appears to have 
turned the NPP race on its head, 
at least among general voters, as 
he peels away support from Dr. 
Bawumia and Hon Kyeremanten.
Hon. Kennedy Agyepong, 
according to the polls, leads in 
Weija Gbawe, Okaikwei South, 
Anlo, Akim Oda, and Asene-
Akroso-Manso.
In the race to lead the NDC, John 
Mahama maintains a stable lead 
over Dr. Kwabena Dufour as he is 
backed by 71% of voters 
compared to 15% for Dr. 
Kwabena Dufour. Hon Kojo 

Bonsu obtains a paltry 2%.
With regards to the direction of 
the country, a whopping 76% of 
Ghanaians believe the country is 
headed in the wrong direction 
compared to 16% who believe it 
is headed in the right direction.
This represents significant 
deterioration compared to April 
2022 polls when 67% thought it 
was headed in the wrong 
direction compared to 26%. The 
poll finds the president sinking 
further in the opinion poll as only 
23% of voters approve of the way 
he is performing his job as 
president with 72% disapproving 
of his performance (net 
favorability rating of negative 
49% (April 2022, negative 40%).
Voters by 69% to 30% opposed 
the use of state funds to build 
the national cathedral.
The biggest opposition to the 
move comes from Christians who 
oppose it with 72% compared to 
65% of Muslims. On whether the 
government should proceed with 
the Agyapa deal, 68% of voters 

oppose the transaction whilst 
24% support it.
On party affiliations to the 
opposition, 58% of NPP 
supporters oppose it, whilst 79% 
of NDC supporters oppose it 
with floating voters being 71%.
On the question of whether a 
commission of inquiry should be 
set up to investigate allegations 
of state capture following the 
controversy surrounding the Will 

of the late Kwadwo Owusu 
Afriyie, AKA Sir John, 69% of 
voters support this call whilst 
22% oppose it and 10% have 
no opinion.
The poll by Global Info 
Analytics used a sample size of 
5,490 with a margin of error of 
±1.737%.

Source: starrfm.com.gh

here has been a sudden change in Tthe status of Vimetco Ghana 

Bauxite Ltd on the website of the 

Minerals Commission following the 

publication of their license to do mining 

prospecting in the Atewa forest reserve.

The earlier story was that, the Mineral's 

Commission had granted license to 

Vimetco Ghana Bauxite Limited for the 

mining prospecting.

The story was based on publication on the 

website of the Minerals Commission 

confirming the granting of license to 

Vimetco Ghana Bauxite Ltd to do mining 

prospecting in the Atewa forest reserve 

which is a biodiversity hub and a critical 

watershed.

The license was set to expire in February 

2025.

But, the status of the company has since 

changed on the website of the Minerals 

Commission indicating that, the company's 

license has since expired in the year 2012.

That notwithstanding, some residents of 

the Atewa landscape have served notice 

that, they would resist and block any 

mining prospecting in the Atewa forest 

reserve to preserve the biodiversity hub 

and the critical watershed.

President of the Concerned Citizens of 

Atewa Landscape, Mr Oteng Adjei has said 

in an interview that, even though the 

status of the license has been changed 

to an expired one, their members would 

continue to stay alert and prevent any 

mining prospecting in the forest 

reserve.  

“Apart from being a biodiversity hub, 

the Atewa forest reserve as a critical 

watershed as it is the source for the 

Birim, Densu and Ayensu rivers, which 

provide water for some 5 million 

people, including residents of the 

capital, Accra and we are ready to 

protect it”, he said.

Commenting on the sudden changes by 

the Minerals Commission regarding the 

status of Vimetco on its twitter page, 

environmental NGO, A Rocha Ghana 

said, “Few days ago, we got info from 

Minerals Commission website of a 

prospecting license to Vimetco Ghana 

Bauxite Ltd in the Atewa forest. We 

raised an alarm & today, it has been 

revised. This leaves us wondering if this 

is a genuine mistake”.

Ban on prospecting mining

At the beginning of this year, the 

government of Ghana announced a 

temporal ban on all forms of 

prospecting activities within forest 

reserves across the country as it tackles 

illegal mining. The Minister for Lands 

and Natural Resources, Samuel Abu 

Jinapor, issued the order. 

A statement released by the minister 

said “The Minister for Lands and 

Natural Resources hereby directs 

persons and/or companies engaged 

in reconnaissance and/or 

prospecting in Forest Reserves, with 

or without legal authorization, to 

suspend such activities until further 

notice…,” 

“The Minister for Lands and Natural 

Resources, accordingly, hereby gives 

persons and/or companies engaged 

in reconnaissance and/or 

prospecting in Forest Reserves, 

seven (7) days from the date of the 

publication of this notice, to cease 

their operations and evacuate their 

equipment accordingly”. 

Furthermore, the Minerals 

Commission has been directed not 

to accept, process and/or 

recommend the grant, including 

renewal and/or extension of 

reconnaissance and prospecting 

licences in Forest Reserves. 
The directive by the Minister 
followed a National Consultative 
Dialogue on Small Scale Mining 
which was dominated by illegal 
mining and its harmful impact on 
the environment. 

Among the resolutions adopted at 

the dialogue was a charge to the 

government to take steps to strictly 

apply laws and sanctions to all 

persons who infringe the law, 

irrespective of political colour or 

socio-economic status or class.

A treasure of biodiversity Located in 

Ghana's Eastern Region, Atewa 

Forest forms part of the threatened 

Upper Guinea Forest, one of the 

world's global biodiversity hotpots. 

Atewa Forest is a Protected Forest 

Reserve, a Key Biodiversity Area 

(KBA), and meets the conditions for 

Alliance for Zero Extinction status. 

The forest is home to many 

endangered, endemic and rare 

plants and animals, over 100 of 

which are threatened or near 

threatened with extinction. Four 

species are listed as Critically 

Endangered (CR) on the IUCN Redlist 

of Threatened Species, and many 

more as vulnerable. 

The forest is also home to five 

species believed to be endemic to 

the forest, meaning they are found 

nowhere else on Earth. As a critical 

watershed, the forest is also the 

source for the Birim, Densu and 

Ayensu rivers, which provide water 

for some 5 million people, including 

residents of the capital, Accra. 

Atewa for national park

The Okyenhene, Osagyefo Amoatia 

Ofori Panin has been pushing for 

the shift towards developing the 

Atewa forest reserve into a national 

park.

Last year, he called on government 

through the Ministry of Tourism to 

shift attention towards developing 

the Atewa forest rather than mining 

its gold.

The revered king said this at the 

Ofori Panin Fie at Kyebi when 

Tourism Minister Dr. Awal 

Mohammed, his Deputy, Mark 

Okraku-Mantey, and officials from 

the Ghana Tourism Authority (GTA) 

paid a courtesy call on him last 

year.

“Develop a national park at Atewa 

forest, the species that God has 

given us there is phenomenal but if 

we begin to look at gold and its 

recklessness of galamsey and other 

things in the forest, we would 

never get there,” the Okyenhene 

said.

Osagyefo Amoatia Ofori Panin 

continued, “Gold would go away. It 

is not a renewable resource. The 

reckless felling of timber is a 

disregard for our nature. Build a 

museum in addition to the park 

that would tell our history and 

show artefacts.”

Polls Suggest Mahama To Win By 58% If …

Former President John Dramani Mahama
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rogressives in Germany Pincluding Antifa groups, 
Die Linke (The Left), 

Fridays For Future, trade 
unionists, housing rights 
activists, students, and others 
last Saturday participated in an 
anti-capitalist demonstration 
at the German tourist island of 
Sylt, in protest against the 
deep social inequalities in the 
country. 
Hundreds of people 
participated in a march called 
by the 'Wer hat, der gibt' 
('Those who own shall give') 
group, chanting anti-capitalist 
slogans and carrying banners 
saying 'Make the rich pay!', 
'Tax the rich' and 'Share the 
wealth fairly'. The protesters 
claimed that the packages and 
policies announced by the 
federal government are not 
enough to tackle the ongoing 
cost of living crisis and the 
continuing impoverishment of 

the working class. 
The organizers of the protest 
chose Sylt as the venue for 
their demonstration as this 
tourist island in northern 
Germany is a favorite spot of 
the rich. The protesters 
accused that “while the 
lingering COVID-19 crisis and 
the ongoing cost of living crisis 
has made living literally 
impossible for the working 
class households in the 
country, big business continue 
to reap huge profits even out 
of  crisis and catastrophe.” 
“Since the beginning of the 
corona crisis alone, Germany 
has 633,000 more millionaires. 
The defense industry benefits 
from $100 billion for 
rearmament, while the health, 
education and social sectors 
are chronically underfunded. 

The market will already 
regulate this, it is said – as 
well as it has done in recent 
years. The main thing is to 
push all taxes down so that 
the party on Sylt does not 
end,” said Wer hat, der gibt.
The Hamburg Committee of 
Die Linke stated that “the 
German ministers who are 
busy with private parties in 
Sylt, also have plans for 
drastic cuts in benefits for 
long-term unemployed. We 
believe: A policy that makes 
the rich get richer must end, 
while more and more people 
are desperate because they 
don't know how to buy their 
groceries!”
The working class sections 
and common people across 
Europe have been facing an 
acute cost of living crisis 

marked by high fuel and 
food prices. The ruling 
classes have been trying to 
put the entire onus of the 
crisis on the ongoing Russia-
Ukraine war and the COVID-
19 pandemic even as 
profiteering by oil companies 
and speculative capital are 

on a roll. Major protests are 
underway in the UK, Belgium, 
Italy and other European 
countries under the 
leadership of trade unions and 
left-wing parties demanding  
tackle the crisis.

he struggle continues in Panama Tas the government of Laurentino 
Cortizo has resorted to violent 

repression in an attempt to quell mass 
protests against his government 
policies. While the organizations behind 
the protests have called on the 
government to engage in dialogue and 
address their list of demands, so far the 
government has refused to do that.

Last Tuesday, July 19, the 

representatives of various popular 

movements and social organizations 

that have been mobilizing across 

Panama since July 1 arrived in the city 

of Penonomé to participate in the single 

negotiation table, mediated by the 

Catholic Church, with the national 

government to find a solution to the 

growing economic and social crisis in 

the country. However, they 

suspended the negotiation process 

before it began after the right-wing 

government of President Laurentino 

Cortizo unleashed violent 

repression against protesters in the 

Veraguas province, condemning 

that “with repression, the people in 

struggle cannot have dialogue.”

The leaders of the People United for 

Life Alliance from the capital 

Panama City, the National Alliance 

for the Rights of the Organized 

People (ANADEPO) from Veraguas, 

and the Indigenous organizations 

from the Ngäbe Buglé region, the 

three organizers of the ongoing 

national strike, as well as 

archbishop José Domingo Ulloa 

strongly rejected that just when the 

negotiations were supposed to 

begin, the president ordered 

security forces to repress social 

protests in the Santiago de 

Veraguas city.

Today July 20, the organizers of the 

strike expect to restart the 

negotiation process and have called on 

the government to suspend all 

repressive measures. Organizers also 

announced the opening of 

humanitarian corridors which were 

agreed upon through dialogue with 

agricultural producers to allow the 

circulation of food products and fuel to 

communities across the country.

No dialogue with repression

About half an hour before the dialogue 

process was set to begin, the anti-riot 

units brutally repressed protesters who 

had been organizing blockades of the 

Inter-American highway as part of the 

national mobilizations against the 

increase in cost of living. The security 

officials forcibly cleared the highway, 

using tear gas, pepper spray and pellets 

to disperse the crowd. In the incident, 

scores of protesters were injured. 

Additionally, at least seven were 

arrested.

Nevertheless, within hours following 

the repression, protesters returned to 

block the road. In the evening, a large 

number of people arrived in Santiago to 

support the closure of the Inter-

American highway and joined the 

blockade.

In solidarity with the repressed 

protesters in Veraguas, the National 

Coordinator of Indigenous Peoples of 

Panama (COONAPIP)  for an called

indefinite closure of the Inter-

American highway on various points, 

starting Wednesday morning, when 

the negotiations will resume.

Saúl Méndez, general secretary of the 

Single Union of Construction Workers 

(SUNTRACS), denounced the act of 

violence as an attempt to break the 

social movement, and called on the 

people to remain calm and united. 

“We understand that the brutal 

repression against the people in 

Santiago is a provocation to break the 

popular movement from uniting and 

reaching a concrete agreement. So, I 

encourage all the social fighters who 

are in the street anywhere in the 

country to maintain sanity, keep calm 

and be intelligent. The government will 

have to respond to our most urgent 

needs,” he  local media.told

The social movements and 

organizations that are part of the 

People United for Life Alliance have 

drafted a list of 32 demands that 

address the rampant inflation and rising 

inequality in the country. The demands 

include reduction and freeze of price of 

fuel and basic commodities, a general 

increase in salaries and pensions, 

freezing the price of medicine and 

resolving the lack of supply, greater 

budget for public education and 

healthcare sectors, better working 

conditions in the education and health 

sectors, repairing of schools, hospitals, 

roads, and other public infrastructure, 

measures to combat corruption, 

rejecting the four bilateral US-Panama 

military bases, policies to support the 

Indigenous communities and ensure the 

respect of their autonomy, withdrawal 

of the austerity measures such as 10% 

reduction of the state workforce and a 

voluntary retirement program for public 

sector employees, among others.

Progressives Demonstrate In German Tourist Island Of Sylt Against Social Inequalities 

Anti-capitalist protest in Sylt. (Photo: via Die Linke Hamburg). The ruling 
class and the rich in Germany continue partying in resorts while the 
majority of the population is reeling under an acute cost of living crisis

Panamanian Trade Unions Condemn Violent Repression Of Protesters

For the past three weeks, tens of thousands of Panamanians have been 
mobilizing in rejection of the cost of living crisis and lack of government's 
support for the poor to face it. Photo: SUNTRACS/Twitter .For the past 
three weeks, tens of thousands of Panamanians have been mobilizing in 
rejection of the cost of living crisis and lack of government support for 
the poor
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ounsel for the Member of CParliament for Assin North, 

James Gyakye Quayson 

who is standing trial for perjury 

has requested for a hold on the 

hearing.

According to Tsatsu Tsikata, the 

request is necessitated by an 

application he has filed at the 

Supreme Court on Monday.

He informed the court presided 

by Justice Mary Maame Ekue 

Yanzuh that he has filed a 

certiorari application at the 

Supreme Court seeking to quash a 

ruling she has issued.

Justice Ekue Yanzuh on July 13 

ruled against an objection raised 

by lawyer Tsatsu Tsikata.

The lawyer for Gyakye Quayson 

objected to portions of the 

statement of Richard Takyi-

Mensah, arguing that the latter 

who is the prosecution's first 

witness, does himself, not have 

personal knowledge on some 

matters captured in his statement.

Tsatsu Tsikata who was objecting 

to portions of the witness 

statement asked the court to 

expunge eight paragraphs from 

the statement.

After listening to arguments 

from both the defense counsel 

and the prosecution led by 

Director of Public Prosecution 

(DPP), Mrs Yvonne Atakora 

Obuobisa, the presiding judge 

declined the objection by lawyer 

Tsatsu Tsikata.

On Wednesday when the case 

was recalled, the prosecution's 

first witness was expected to 

continue with his testimony.

However, Tsatsu Tsikata 

informed the court about the 

application to quash an earlier 

decision by same, against his 

objection to the witness' 

statement.

“We have requested for an early 

hearing for the application and 

we had hoped to show a copy of 

the application but we were 

informed that the registry is 

waiting for a date to be provided 

by the Chief Justice for the 

hearing.

“In view of the application 

which is significant in respect of 

not only this particular witness 

but other witnesses that are 

scheduled to testify, we would 

he Paramount Chief of Sefwi TAnhwiaso Traditional Area, 

Ogyeahoho Yaw Gyebi II has 

rubbished accusation of his 

paramountcy recruiting strangers 

Into Mensin Gold Mine Firm.

The paramount chief who could not 

come to terms with the reasons for 

such wild accusation asked that 

anyone who undertakes such a move 

in his name should be reported to 

his outfit.  

''Report anyone who comes to you 

in my name to get you enrolled into 

the Mensing gold mine'', the 

Omanhene of Anhwiaso Traditional 

Area said.

Ogyeahoho Yaw Gyebi II, who 

doubles as the President of the 

National House of Chiefs refuted the 

claim that his outfit has opened an 

agency to enrol aliens in a bid 

to scorn the inhabitants.

In a rebuttal with 

Sefwiweb.com, Ogyeahoho 

affirmed that the populace 

must do away with such 

fictitious reports.

The traditional ruler noted 

that all those working in the 

mine are his grandchildren 

and perhaps were enrolled by 

the Mining authorities, and 

called however on the people 

of Bibiani and its environs to 

ignore such mischievous and 

contradictory allegations.

“I want to call on everyone to 

do away with any claim that I 

have opened an office to 

recruit interlopers and reject 

the indigenes. It's never true, 

and I will crave the 

permissiveness of the masses 

to evade paying attention to 

such fantasies. Anyone 

working in the mine is my 

grandchild.”

Ogyeahoho Yaw Gyebi II 

affirmed further that,” the 

fact is that the mine has 

generated a lot for 

stockbrokers. People now can 

get a place to sell and get 

their daily bread. I think it's 

another form of 

employment”.

The Omanhene, as part of the 

measures to ensure smooth 

administration of the mine, 

performed a ritual to 

acknowledge river “Mensing” 

for granting full-fledged 

operation and convocation of 

the mine after long break and 

also acknowledged its 

protection to sustain 

tremendous production.

The sacrament was observed 

by some sub chiefs and elders 

of the Paramount Chief at 

Mensing Junction at Bibiani in 

the Bibiani-Anhwiaso-Bekwai 

Municipality

he General Secretary of the All TPeople's Congress (APC), 
Mordecai Thiom Biano, has 

expressed disquiet about the 
worsening economic conditions in the 
country and the consistent free fall of 
the cedi against major trading 
currencies, especially the US dollar.
According to him, the continuous 
depreciation of the cedi does not 
augur well for the country.
He also raised concerns over the 
worsening economic conditions in the 
country, as well as the bailout 
program the government is seeking 
from the International Monetary 
Fund.
He spoke at the 's New Patriotic Party
National Delegates Conference 
organized over the weekend, where 
he led an APC delegation to give a 
goodwill message at the event.
“Our nation is in crisis; a crisis caused 
by the  National Democratic Congress
sustained and worsened by the poor 
policies of the NPP administration.”
“Fellow Ghanaians, economic 
conditions are worsening by the day 
with galloping inflation. Fuel prices 
keep rising, increment in food prices 

and transport fares has become 
very unbearable. The dollar is rising 
[against the cedi] as if there is no 
economic management team in 
government. Ghana deserves 
better,” he said.
The  used the New Patriotic Party
national delegates conference to 
elect new leaders to steer the affairs 
of the party for the next four years.

Reports indicate that the Ghana 
cedi lost 16.86% in value to the 
dollar within the first half of 2022 
on the interbank market and over 
20% on the retail forex market.
The inflation rate also keeps going 
up, with inflation in June 2022 
standing at almost 30%.

respectfully request that the 

court await the determination 

of the Supreme Court on that 

matter, especially in order to 

avoid prejudice to the accused 

person by virtue of inadmissible 

testimony of a witness 

prejudicing a fair trial of this 

case as the constitution 

requires,” he told the court.

Despite not objecting to the 

request by the defense counsel, 

the prosecution expressed 

disappointment about the 

failure of the defense lawyer to 

serve them with a copy of the 

certiorari application or the 

date for hearing.

Mr Tsikata in response said 

despite his efforts to make the 

copy available, it is impossible 

at the material time as a result 

of processes of the Supreme 

Court.

“We are not in the position to 

bring it despite our efforts,” he 

stated.

The presiding judge therefore 

adjourned the case to October 

18, 2022, stating, “You have not 

shown me anything but I will 

take your word for it.”

Background

 is James Gyakye Quayson

standing trial on accusation of 

perjury.

The NDC MP is facing five 

charges for allegedly 

misleading the Electoral 

Commission to clear him to 

contest in the 2020 Assin 

North Parliamentary elections.

He has pleaded not guilty to all 

charges and has been granted 

a GHC100,000 bail.

It is the case of the 

prosecution that the Assin 

North MP willfully presented 

himself as not bearing 

allegiance to another country 

while he possessed a Canadian 

passport as of the time of filing 

his nomination.

Meanwhile, a Cape Coast High 

Court has ruled against Gyakye 

Quayson in a case in which his 

eligibility to contest in the 

2020 election was challenged.

Tsatsu Files Motion To Quash High Court's Ruling Against Gyakye Quayson

Mpfor Assin North, James Gyakye Quayson

 
Economic Management Team In Ghana – APC
Cedi Keeps Falling Like There's No

General Secretary of the APC, Mordecai Thiom Biano
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Ogyeahohoo Yaw Gyebi II Rubbishes Claim 
Allegation Of Recruiting Strangers Into Mensin Gold Mine

Ogyeahoho Yaw Gyebi II

https://www.ghanaweb.com/GhanaHomePage/people/person.php?ID=3797
https://www.ghanaweb.com/GhanaHomePage/people/person.php?ID=3187
https://www.ghanaweb.com/GhanaHomePage/people/person.php?ID=3181
https://www.ghanaweb.com/GhanaHomePage/people/person.php?ID=3187
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n Accra High Court has Aadmitted into evidence, a 

pendrive containing video 

confessions of the prime suspect in 

the murder of the late Member of 

Parliament for Abuakwa North, 

Joseph Boakye Danquah-Adu.

Daniel Asiedu alias Sexy Dondon 

has admitted to stabbing the late 

MP during a scuffle when he went 

to his Shaishie residence on a 

robbery expedition.

According to a 

Dailyguidenetwork.com report, the 

suspect demonstrated to 

investigators how he went into the 

deceased MP's bedroom through 

his widow.

Details of his demonstration are 

contained in a video recorded 

during the interrogation of the 

accused as well as in a 

reconstruction of the crime scene 

in the late MP's house.

Before the pendrive containing the 

videos was admitted into evidence, 

the court was told how Daniel 

Asiedu admitted that a catapult 

and a metal cutter found in the 

bedroom of the MP belonged to 

him. The court was told that the 

suspect admitted to using the 

catapult to ward off dogs when he 

goes into a house to commit 

robbery while he used the metal 

cutter to cut burglar-proof metals of 

windows that deny his access into 

the house.

“According to the first accused 

person (Asiedu), he did not use 

them because there were no dogs 

in the house and the windows were 

not having burglar-proof, so after 

the commission of the crime, he left 

them in the room of the deceased,” 

Chief Inspector Augustus Nkrumah, 

the case investigator told the court 

on Tuesday, July 19, 2022.

The video which was played in 

court, showed Sexy Dondon who 

has been charged with murder, 

demonstrating to police 

investigators how he squeezed 

himself through a metal fence into 

the house. He told them that, the 

security man on duty was sleeping 

when he entered the house.

The suspect also told investigators 

that he did not know the 

personality of the late MP prior to 

robbing him, and that, he only 

chose his room out of the lot in the 

house because it was the only one 

that had a light turned on when he 

entered the house.

Daniel Adu said the glass window 

leading to the MP's room was not 

locked therefore he slid it open, 

entered the room and hid beside 

a drawer where he picked two 

mobile phones.

He said the sleeping MP woke up 

to turn off the television just 

when he was about to leave the 

room and spotted him. He said 

the MP shouted “thief, thief, 

thief.”

He then told the court that the 

suspect grabbed his shirt around 

the neck, firmly leading to a 

struggle between himself and the 

MP.

It was during the struggle that 

Asiedu said he stabbed the late 

MP with a jack knife which 

weakened him, and he sat on the 

floor beside the bed and could 

not scream for help.

Daniel Asiedu told investigators 

that he continued to search the 

room for valuables while the late 

MP sat helplessly and watched 

him do the searching.

During his reconstruction of the 

incident to the investigators, 

Daniel Asiedu in the video played 

in court, visibly broke down, went 

on his knees, placed his elbows on 

the late MP' s bed and said a 

prayer after which he made a sign 

of the cross before he continued 

the demonstration.

Counsel for the accused, Yaw 

Dankwa objected to the tendering 

of the video into evidence. He 

argued that the accused was 

under duress and at all material 

times was in handcuff, tortured 

and deprived of sleep and also did 

not have a lawyer present when 

the videos were shot.

The defense counsel's argument 

was opposed by Sefakor Batse, a 

Principal State Attorney who said 

the accused was relaxed 

throughout the interrogation and 

the cuts on the accused was a 

result of struggling with the late 

MP while the one on his face was 

a result of putting his head 

through a metal fence with thorns 

around it.

The presiding judge, Justice Lydia 

Osei Marfo , admitted the video 

into evidence stating that the 

weight to be placed on it is subject 

to the cross-examination of 

counsel for the accused person.

Joseph Boakye Danquah-Adu was 

killed on February 9, 2016, at age 

50, at his Shiashie Legon Home.

nited Nations UInternational 

Children's 

Emergency Fund (UNICEF) 

Ghana, says that menstrual 

hygiene is still a huge 

challenge to girls as nine out 

of 10 miss school during 

their menstrual period.

Mr. Paa Kwasi Woode, WASH 

Officer, UNICEF, also 

mentioned that about 20 

percent of girls from the ages 

of 15 to 19 were facing that 

challenge.

He stated that during their 

menstrual period they felt 

excluded from school, 

churches, and communities.

Mr. Woode noted this when 

he made a technical 

presentation on the state of 

Water, Sanitation, and 

Hygiene (WASH) in Ghana at 

the Sustainable WASH in 

Schools Forum, organised by 

Pencils of Promise in 

partnership with UNICEF and 

other stakeholders in Accra.

He said the research was 

conducted in 2012 and in 

recent years in 2017, and 

with some new research all 

showing that the situation 

had not changed but almost 

the same and attributed the 

precarious situation to a 

complexity of factors.

“Nine out of 10 have missed 

class as a result of their 

period and that is complex, 

there are several reasons 

such as the girls not having 

pads, they are not sure of 

having facilities to clean and 

manage themselves, or even 

if there are facilities the 

functionality becomes a 

problem,” he said.

The situation which had been 

described by stakeholders as 

gloomy was said to have 

been exacerbated as 26 

percent of public basic 

schools do not have access to 

toilets.

Whilst 25 percent of public 

basic schools do not have 

access to water, 46 percent of 

schools do not have basic 

hand washing facilities.

Also, data from the Education 

Management Information 

System (EMIS) 2020, indicated 

that 11 percent of private 

basic schools did not have 

access to toilet facilities whilst 

16 percent had no urinals.

“We should be very 

concerned about these 

statistics, in our schools, girls 

are still facing challenges, they 

are not getting supplies. We 

are talking about menstrual 

hygiene and the prices of 

sanitary pads increased 

between September last year 

and this year and these girls 

cannot afford them,” Mr. 

Woode said.

Mr. Freeman Gobah, Ghana 

Country Director, Pencils of 

Promise, told the Agency the 

figures were staggering, and 

they were working to provide 

sustainable WASH facilities 

and programmes to schools in 

the Volta, Eastern, and Oti 

Regions.

He said Civil Society 

Organisations would not be 

able to fund activities of the 

sector going into the future 

because resources were 

dwindling.

“We need the Government to 

allocate key resources to the 

sector through the district 

assemblies to solve the 

sanitation problems in schools 

which would reflect in the 

communities in which we 

work,” Mr. Gobah said.
Source -- GNA

I Stabbed J. B. Danquah With A Jack Knife – Sexy Dondon Confesses

Nine Out Of Ten Girls Miss School During Their Menstrual Period - UNICEF
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arly on the morning of EWednesday, July 13, King 

Mswati III's police raided 

the home of Bongi Nkambule, a 

member of the Communist of 

Swaziland (CPS), which is banned 

along with all other political 

parties in Africa's last absolute 

monarchy.

Nkambule, whom the police 

identify as a key organizer of the 

pro-democracy movement locally, 

had already been tortured in 

custody less than four months 

ago. When around 30 heavily 

armed policemen “invaded” the 

Msunduza township on the 

outskirts of capital Mbabane at 

about 6:30 in the morning, he 

knew he was the target.

“They were misled in the wrong 

direction when they asked for me. 

That gave me just enough time to 

get out of the house and make a 

run to the forest to escape,” 

Nkambule told Peoples Dispatch, 

speaking on phone from a 

hideout.

“Without showing any search 

warrant to my wife who 

demanded it, they then broke into 

my house and ransacked the 

whole place. Then they arrested 

my wife and dragged her to the 

police station at around 8 am. She 

was held there in custody, and 

beaten and harassed for several 

hours before she was released by 

2 in the afternoon,” he said. “She 

is not safe, they have threatened 

to come back and kill her.”

The couple have two children – 

one aged 11 and the other a two 

year old infant. Nkambule used to 

support his family, laboring as a 

painter. He had been struggling 

over the last four months to make 

ends meet on losing his regular 

job when his employer got 

intimidated after he was picked 

up by the police without a 

warrant on March 23.

At that time, the police 

assaulted him for several hours 

in custody, and then, without 

pressing any charges, dumped 

him just outside the capital, 

with injuries to his arms, legs 

and head.

Sunset Rallies to symbolize the 

monarch's nearing end

“Since then Comrade Bongo 

had been under continuous 

surveillance,” CPS International 

Secretary Pius Vilakati told 

Peoples Dispatch. Nevertheless, 

even under surveillance, “he 

had continued his work as a 

community organizer in 

Msunduza and was playing an 

important role in organizing the 

Sunset Rallies there.”

To signify to the communities 

the nearing end of the 

monarchist reign over 

Swaziland, which the King has 

arbitrarily renamed Eswatini, 

the CPS started organizing what 

it calls Sunset Rallies in March. 

Soon after, Nkambule was 

abducted by the police.

In the four months since, 

Vilakati said, these rallies have 

almost become a weekly event. 

Marches have been held in the 

townships of Msunduza, 

Maphala in Mbabane and 

KaKhoza in Manzini city, the 

commercial hub of Swaziland. 

For now, these rallies remain 

relatively small, mobilizing a 

hundred or so community 

members each time.

Nevertheless, Mswati, who had 

fled his kingdom briefly amid an 

unprecedented country-wide 

pro-democracy uprising mid-

last year, appears rattled by this 

increasing willingness of local 

residents to raise the red flag 

and call for his overthrow. 

Slogans “Mswati must Fall!” and 

“Democracy Now!”, which were 

promulgated by the CPS years 

ago, have become a mass cry in 

the country.

The Msunduza township has 

attracted much police attention 

after residents took part in three 

Sunset Rallies here. Most of the 

residents are informal laborers 

who travel to the capital daily in 

search of work. During the raid 

on Wednesday, the police also 

broke into houses of several 

other community members, 

claiming to be in search of 

weapons. As in the several other 

raids in the recent past, no 

weapons were found, Vilakati 

observed.

“While the police claimed to be 

looking for guns and grenades, 

ostensibly to be used in an 

impending armed revolution 

against Africa's last absolute 

monarchy, the true reason for 

the raid was to instill fear among 

community members and 

victimize political activists,” CPS 

said in a statement.

However, the rallies have not 

only continued despite these 

raids, illegal arrests and torture, 

but have also grown increasingly 

assertive in the nature of the 

speeches made publicly at them.

Community-based Security 

Councils to defend against 

police 'invasion'

Addressing a Sunset Rally on 

June 26 in KaKhoza township in 

the city of Manzini, the 

commercial hub of the country, 

CPS National Organizer 

Simphiwe Dlamini called for the 

formation of community-based 

“Security Councils”. These 

councils, he said, should inspire 

“intense fear” in the police 

“whenever they think of 

invading communities. The 

minority regime should not be 

allowed to rule over us any 

longer. We're the majority.”

Speaking to Peoples Dispatch 

over phone on Friday, June 15, 

while en route to another 

Sunset Rally in Macambeni 

township, about 45 kilometers 

from the capital, on the 

outskirts of Piggs Peak town in 

Hhohho region, Dlamini explained: 

“What is happening in the country 

today is that the police never 

respond to distress calls by people 

faced with crimes or violence. The 

only task they undertake in the 

country is to attack the pro-

democracy movement and the 

communities in which this 

movement is rooted.”

“The police”, he added, “is no 

longer a force from which people 

can expect any security. They are 

left to defend themselves. So the 

cadres of the Communist Party, the 

vanguard of the struggling masses, 

are working in the communities to 

unite them and organize to form 

Security Councils.”

A key task of these Councils, he 

explained, will be to ensure that “at 

least one person from every family 

is on the frontlines of the 

revolution. Because when police 

invade communities, they are 

primarily targeting a few 

households from which members 

have taken to the frontlines. It is 

time now for every household to 

respond by contributing at least 

one member to the frontlines to 

overwhelm the police with 

numbers.”

Cops? Whistle!!!

The other important task is to 

organize an alarm and response 

system. One proposal on how to 

implement this has received a very 

positive response from 

communities, Dlamini explained: 

“The Security Council should 

ensure that all community 

members are carrying whistles. The 

first person to see armed 

policemen approaching the 

community will raise an alarm by 

blowing his whistle and everyone 

hearing it will follow up with their 

own whistles, and it will continue 

so on.”

This chorus of whistles, he 

explained, should in itself be a 

deterrent “because the community 

is telling the police even before 

they have arrived that we know 

you are coming, and we are ready. 

The police are afraid of this. That is 

why in all of the recent raids, they 

avoided detection till the last 

moment and caught the 

households they were targeting by 

surprise. We should not let them 

have it easy anymore.”

What if the police proceed, 

undeterred by the whistles? 

Then the dozens of heavily 

armed and armored men will 

not find themselves confronted 

by one lone woman with an 

infant, demanding to see the 

warrant with a furiously waving 

fist as she is dragged off for 

custodial torture.

“On each raid, the police will 

then have to fight off members 

from all households of the 

community, organized and 

ready to defend each other and 

fight back against police 

brutality,” he said, confident 

that such readiness is already in 

groundswell among the masses. 

“The task now is of 

organization,” he said.

'A basis to build democracy 

after the King is overthrown'

Along with Security Councils, 

the CPS is also at work in 

communities to organize 

Welfare Councils, Dlamini 

explained. The monarchy, he 

argues, has virtually abandoned 

the people to fend for 

themselves in a country where 

up to 70% of the population eke 

a living on less than a dollar a 

day.

With the bulk of the economy 

owned by the King and run to 

sustain his indulgences – 

palaces, private jets, a fleet of 

Rolls Royce cars, million-dollar 

parties etc – his government is 

unable even to pay the wages of 

its public servants. Little can be 

expected from the government 

by the people living in the 

countryside.

“The only way forward is for the 

communities to organize 

themselves for their needs of 

education, housing, health, 

food and all the basic needs the 

government cannot fulfill,” he 

said. By undertaking these tasks 

of catering to their own security 

and welfare through grassroots 

organization, Dlamini argues, 

the communities in the 

countryside can decide how to 

govern themselves and totally 

defy the authority of the chiefs, 

who are the King's local 

representatives.

“When we overthrow Mswati, 

these community-based 

councils will provide the basis to 

build a bottom-up democracy in 

Swaziland.”

Communist Party Of Swaziland Organizer Attacked Again As Military Regime Turns Jittery

Pavan Kulkarni
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ith a high mortality Wrate, health experts 

have largely 

expressed concerns about 

Marburg; the viral infection which 

appears to have shown up in 

some countries.

Health experts in Ghana became 

alert after two cases were 

recorded in the Ashanti Region. 

The detection of the virus in the 

region came after preliminary 

tests which were done on two 

affected patients came back 

positive.

The two unrelated patients who 

died experienced symptoms such 

as diarrhoea, fever, nausea and 

vomiting. One case involved a 26-

year-old man who checked into a 

hospital on June 26 and died a 

day after. The second was a 51-

year-old man who went to a 

hospital on June 28 and died the 

same day, the World Health 

Organisation representative in 

Ghana confirmed.

Meanwhile, more than 90 

contacts, including health 

workers and community 

members, have been traced and 

are being monitored.

The World Health Organisation 

(WHO) has since announced its 

support in dealing with the 

outbreak through a 'joint national 

investigative team' in Ghana. 

WHO is also deploying experts to 

the country to help with 

personal protective equipment, 

bolstering disease surveillance 

and contact tracing.

How deadly is Marburg:

According to the World Health 

Organisation, fatality rates range 

from 24 percent to 88 percent, 

depending on the virus strain 

and quality of case management.

Whilst it is not an airborne 

disease, Marburg is said to 

spread from African fruit bats to 

humans and other animals and 

can further be spread between 

humans through body contact 

and bodily fluids.

First detected in Europe in 1967, 

the two large outbreaks in 

Marburg and Frankfurt in 

Germany, and in Belgrade, Serbia 

created awareness of the 

disease.

The viral hemorrhagic disease is 

in the same family as Ebola and 

is a member of the filovirus 

family.

Although it has previously been 

recorded in some African 

countries including Congo, 

Kenya, and South Africa among 

others in previous times, this is 

the second time Marburg has 

been detected in West Africa with 

the first being recorded in Guinea 

in 2021.

People remain infectious as long 

as their blood contains the virus.

Symptoms:

According to the World Health 

Organisation, the disease is 

accompanied by the following 

deadly and almost fatal 

symptoms.

1. It begins 'abruptly', with a high 

fever, severe headache.

2. The interval from infection to 

onset of symptoms varies from 2 

to 21 days.

3. Severe watery diarrhoea, 

abdominal pain and cramping, 

nausea and vomiting can begin on 

the third day.

4. Diarrhoea can persist for a 

week.

5. The appearance of patients at 

this phase has been described as 

showing “ghost-like” drawn 

features, deep-set eyes, 

expressionless faces, and extreme 

lethargy (deep unresponsiveness 

and inactivity).

6. Non-itchy rash is also a common 

feature of the illness.

7. Many patients develop severe 

haemorrhagic manifestations 

between 5 and 7 days.

8. Fresh blood in vomitus and 

faeces is often accompanied by 

bleeding from the nose, gums, and 

vagina.

9. Fatal cases usually have some 

form of bleeding, often from 

multiple areas.

10. During the severe phase of 

illness, patients have sustained 

high fevers. Involvement of the 

central nervous system can result 

in confusion, irritability, and 

aggression.

11. Orchitis (inflammation of one 

or both testicles) has been 

reported occasionally in the late 

phase of disease (15 days).

NB: In fatal cases, death occurs 

most often between 8 and 9 days 

after symptom onset, usually 

preceded by severe blood loss and 

shock.

Treatment, cure and vaccines:

The World Health Organisation 

indicates that there are currently 

no vaccines or antiviral treatments 

approved for the treatment of 

Marburg Virus (MVD).

However, supportive care – 

rehydration with oral or 

intravenous fluids – and treatment 

of specific symptoms, improve 

survival.

raders in the Central Business TDistrict of Accra say increment in 
transport fares is driving up prices 

of commodities in the market.
The traders said that though prices of 
commodities had been increasing at 
source since the beginning of the year, 
the added cost incurred by transporting 
the commodities to the market was the 
main cause of price hikes.
“Already, the price has increased from 
where we buy the fish. So, boarding a 
car to Tema to buy and bring it home to 
smoke before I send it to the market, 
there is an added cost, which I also 
factor into the price of the fish.” Maame 
Adjeley who sells smoked fish at the 
Makola market told the Ghana News 
Agency.
Maame Adjeley noted that the situation 
has dwindled her income, making her 
stop buying fresh fish from Tema, and 
resorted to buying from a nearby cold 
store to reduce the transport cost, stay 
in business and be able to take care of 
her family.
Maame Adjeley shared the narrative 

with Madam Victoria Kogbe, an onion 
trader, who also told GNA that the price 
of a sack of the commodity increased 
from GHS400 in January this year, to 
GHS600, on Wednesday.
She explained that the main driver of 
such increment was the cost of 
transportation as those who brought the 
commodity from Niger equally 
complained about hikes in transport 
fares, which built on the price of the 
commodity.
“Apart from the increase from where we 
buy, transportation from Adjen Kotoku to 
the market has also increased from 
GHS30 to GHS50. The people who bring 
the onion from Niger also complain 
about the increase in transport fares. 
They add this cost to what we buy, so, I 
also transfer the transport cost on the 
price of the things I sell,” she said.
Madam Betty Boatemaa has been selling 
beef, groundnut, and cooking oil (palm 
oil/vegetable oil) in the Central Business 
District for the past 15 years.
According to her, the recent hikes in fuel 

prices, and its associated increment in 
transport fares have been the major 
reason for the increment in prices of 
food commodities in the market.
She said that a 10 kilogramme of beef 
sold for GHC150 in January for example 
had increased to GHC250. She added 
that the increment has been seen in the 
other commodities she sold in the 
market.
Mad Boatemaa went on to say that 
“Each time I go to bring the things, I see 
a price increase, and when you ask them, 
they tell you that because the fuel price 
has increased, the drivers also charge 
them more on transport.”
“Subsequently, they pass on the 
transport cost to us. When we also buy 
them and bring them to Accra, we incur 
high transport costs, and we are left with 
no choice but to add such cost to the 
price to make some profit,” she 
explained.
Since the beginning of the year, prices of 
commodities have been on the rise, with 
the Ghana Statistical Service, pegging the 

current change in the prices of goods 
and services (inflation rate) at 27.6 
percent.
The rise in transport fares seems to be 
having a boomerang effect as the 
Ghana Private Road Transport Union 
(GPRTU) is facing a decline in the 
patronage of their services. The Union 
has stated that transport business had 
slowed down since the last increment 
in fares last month.

The GSS has also observed that some 
traders have been taking undue 
advantage of the current inflationary 
pressures in the country, which risked 
prolonging the spell of price hikes of 
goods and services.

Mr. John Foster Kwabena Agyaho, 
Head, Price Statistics, GSS, said the 
upward changes in prices of both 
locally produced and imported food 
commodities could ease anytime soon 
but, "the get rich quick, let's take 
advantage of the situation” attitude of 

many traders in the market could derail 
gains when prices start to see some 
stability during the harvest season.

“People are quick to increase prices of 
goods and services at the hearing of an 
increase in fuel prices even when they 
do not incur any input cost. When you 
raise a concern, they will ask: haven't 
you heard that prices of things have 
gone up?” he noted.

Experts have since urged the 
Government to implement measures 
that would control both the demand 
and supply sides of the inflationary 
pressures and asked traders not to 
overly increase prices of commodities.

Consumers have also been asked to 
increase their awareness of the market 
variations, equip themselves with 
information, and shop around for 
commodities of the same quality but 
with the lowest price.

Source -- GNA

 FRIDAY 22ND JULY, 2022

Why The Marburg Virus Is Deadly

The Marburg Virus is transmitted by fruit bats - Photo: Freepik

Transport Fares Driving Up Commodity Prices - Traders
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