
s the governing New APatriotic Party (NPP) 
heads to the polls 

tomorrow to elect national 
executives for the party, 
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TROUBLE LOOMS TROUBLE LOOMS TROUBLE LOOMS 
… As Angry Residents Jab Lands Minister; Threaten To Stop Mining Prospecting  

OVER ATEWA FOREST OVER ATEWA FOREST OVER ATEWA FOREST 
ome residents of Atewa Sin the Eastern Region 
have threatened to 

block any mining prospecting 
in the Atewa forest reserve to 
preserve its biodiversity hub 
and the critical watershed.
This follows the publication on 
the website of the Minerals 
Commission confirming the 
granting of licence to Vimetco 
Ghana Bauxite Ltd, to do 
prospecting in the forest 
reserve.  
The Atewa forest reserve has 
been a subject of litigation 
following the decision by the 
government of Ghana to mine 
bauxite in the biodiversity hub 
and the critical watershed, 
located in the Eastern Region 
of the country.
But, even before the case 
could fully go on trial between 
some environmental groups 
and the government at the 
Accra High Court, the Minerals 
Commission has granted 
licence to Vimetco Ghana 

Vote For Party Loyalists 
- Alan Tells NPP Delegates

…Promises To Work With Any Elected Executives 

National Cathedral: Obiri Boahen 
Fumes Over Project Estimates  

Samuel Abu Jinapor, Minister of Lands and Natural Resources

Brouhaha Over 9000-Acre 
Nsawan-Adoagyiri-Panpanso Lands 

Okyehene, Kyebi 
Council Slam KOANS 
Boss, Lands Commission

Obiri BoahenObiri BoahenObiri Boahen



ACTING EDITOR          -     BENJAMIN AKUFFO
         

PAGE 2 The Insight  theinsightnewsonline.com

(0244669960)
benjaminakuffo65@yahoo.com

Email: theinsightonline20@gmail.com

he Akyem Abuakwa Traditional TCouncil has vehemently criticized 
the Lands Commission accusing 

some of its officials of surreptitiously 
registering some thousands of acres of 
lands at Nsawan Adoagyiri, Panpanso and 
Kyekyewere to Koans Building Solutions 
limited owned by one Kofi Anokye. 
According to the Council KOANS at the 
blind side of Akyem Abuakwa Traditional 
authority allegedly used some officials at 
the Lands Commission to register the 
land of which over 1,000 has since been 
sold to GIMPA.
The Council in a statement said it has 
taken steps to reverse some of the lands 
sold out by KOANS estates including the 

1,000 sold to GIMPA.
KOANS Estate boss, Kofi Anokye had earlier 
dared the Okyehene to produce documents if 
the Akyem Abuakwa Traditional Council owned 
that land.
Following that statement, the Abuakwa Council 
has warned estate developers and private 
citizens interested in buying lands to be 
circumspect since no family owns land apart 
from Okyeman.
As at press time, attempts to get officials of 
KOANS building company limited respond to the 
Akyem Abuakwa council's claims were 
unsuccessful.
This is the full statement by the Akyen Abuakwa 
Traditional Council;          
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THE FIGHT FOR SADR
t is regrettable that no one is ready to help Iensure the complete liberation of Africa from 
colonial bondage especially from an African 

country against the other as in the case of the 
Saharawi Arab Democratic Republic (SADR) 
whose quest for self-determination still rages on 
unabated despite stiff opposition from Morocco 
to keep them in perpetual servitude.
Only two years ago the former United States 
administration headed by Donald Trump did the 
unthinkable again by coercing Morocco to 
normalize relations with Israel in return for the 
United States recognizing its (Morocco) so-called 
control of the Western Sahara.
This was clearly absurd and for Morocco to have 
thought that US recognition is but a cart blanch 
approval of its sovereignty over Western Sahara 
is itself farcical if not ludicrous.
The conflict between Morocco and the Saharawi 
Arab Democratic Republic is simply one 
between a colonial occupier and a colonized 
people.
Morocco is undoubtedly the colonial occupier 
and POLISARIO is undoubtedly a national 
liberation organization in the same mould as the 
Convention People's Party in Ghana, or the 
African National Congress in South Africa.
Indeed, the Saharawi people are waging the 
same struggle as the Palestinian people against 
colonial occupation.
The United Nations (UN) General Assembly and 
the African Union both recognize the Saharawi 
Arab Democratic Republic as waging a holy war 
against colonial occupation and that is what is 
important.
US recognition or not is immaterial and Morocco 
should back off from the Western Sahara. 
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Bauxite Ltd, to do prospecting in  the forest reserve. 

The license which was published 
on the website of the Minerals 
Commission is set to expire in 
February 2025. 
Many people in the locality are 
however wondering why the 
government is bent on pushing for 
mining in the forest reserve, 
especially when the case is in 
court.
Broken promise
At the beginning of this year, the 
government of Ghana announced 
a temporary ban on all forms of 
prospecting activities within the 
forest reserves across the country 
as it tackles illegal mining.
The Minister for Lands and Natural 
Resources, Samuel Abu Jinapor 
issued the order.
A statement released by the 
minister said “The Minister for 
Lands and Natural Resources 
hereby directs persons and/or 
companies engaged in 
reconnaissance and/or 
prospecting in Forest Reserves, 
with or without legal 
authorization, to suspend such 
activities until further notice…,” 
“The Minister for Lands and 
Natural Resources, accordingly, 
hereby gives persons and/or 
companies engaged in 
reconnaissance and/or 
prospecting in Forest Reserves, 
seven (7) days from the date of 
the publication of this notice, to 
cease their operations and 
evacuate their equipment 
accordingly”.
Furthermore, the Minerals 
Commission has been directed not 
to accept, process and/or 
recommend the grant, including 
renewal and/or extension of 
reconnaissance and prospecting 
licences in Forest Reserves.
The directive by the Minister 

followed a National Consultative 
Dialogue on Small Scale Mining 
which was dominated by illegal 
mining and its harmful impact 
on the environment.
Among the resolutions adopted 
at the dialogue was a charge to 
the government to take steps to 
strictly apply laws and sanctions 
to all persons who infringe the 
law, irrespective of political 
colour or socio-economic status 
or class.
Speaking to journalists over the 
issue, Kofi Yeboah, a resident of 
Sagyimase in the East Akim 
District described as a broken 
promise, the issuance of licence 
to Vimetco Ghana Bauxite Ltd by 
the government to do 
prospecting in the forest 
reserve.
“Here is a government that is 
saying that there should be no 
prospecting in any of the forest 
reserves in the country, so what 
happens to the license given 
Vimetco Ghana Bauxite Ltd to do 
prospecting in this valuable 
Atewa forest reserve. This is a 
broken promise and we shall 
resist any form of mining in this 
forest”.
He asked further “Does it also 
mean that, the Ministry lied by 
going ahead to approve a 
prospecting for minerals in 
protected forest even when the 
Ministry said it was suspending 
all exploration and prospecting 
activities”. 
According to Yeboah, even if the 
government cannot honour its 
promise of suspending 
prospecting in the Atewa forest, 
it should be able to respect the 
court and wait for the final 
outcome of the case before 
taking any final decision, 
especially when the government 
prides itself as believing in the 
rule of law.
Attempts by this paper to get a 
response from Vimetco Ghana 
Bauxite Ltd was unsuccessful as 
at the time of going to press.
A treasure of biodiversity

Located in Ghana's Eastern 
Region, Atewa Forest forms part 
of the threatened Upper Guinea 
Forest, one of the world's global 
biodiversity hotpots and a critical 
watershed. 
Atewa Forest is a Protected 
Forest Reserve, a Key Biodiversity 
Area (KBA), and meets the 
conditions for Alliance for Zero 
Extinction status. The forest is 
home to many endangered, 
endemic and rare plants and 
animals, over 100 of which are 
threatened or near threatened 
with extinction.
Four species are listed as 
Critically Endangered (CR) on the 
IUCN Redlist of Threatened 
Species, and many more as 
vulnerable. The forest is also 
home to five species believed to 
be endemic to the forest, 
meaning they are found nowhere 
else on Earth. 
The forest is also the source for 
the Birim, Densu and Ayensu 
rivers, which provide water for 
some 5 million people, including 
residents of the capital, Accra.
The unwanted record
A resident of Asiakwa, Samuel 
Ntow observed that, the Minister 
for Lands and Natural Resources, 
Mr Jinapor is tainting his image 
over some of the decisions that 
he has taken so far.
He explained that “For the 
unwanted records, the first was 
the Achimota forest reserve 
which the Minister supervised its 
declassification as a reserve, the 
recently encroached CSIR lands 
which he said should be 
regularized for the encroachers, 
the proposed mining at a Ramsar 
site in the Central Region and this 
current one of providing 
prospecting license to a company 
to destroy the biodiversity rich 
Atewa forest reserve”.
According to him, such records 
for the Minister are unwanted 
and it is imperative that he 
redeemed his image by working 

from front page

to protect all natural resources 
rather than supervising their 
exploitation.
Prospecting fatigue
This is not the first time a 

prospecting is going to be 

carried out in the forest as in 

June 2018, the state-owned 

Ghana Integrated Aluminium 

Development Corporation 

(GIADEC) started clearing access 

roads to the summit of the 

Atewa forest to allow test 

drilling for bauxite deposits. 
Ntow added “So this becomes 
the second mining prospecting 
license granted to a company 
since 2018. The question also is, 
how many prospecting is the 
government planning to do at 
Atewa”. 
Atewa for national park
The Okyenhene, Osagyefo 
Amoatia Ofori Panin has been 
pushing for the shift towards 
developing the Atewa forest 
reserve into a national park.
Last year, he called on 
government through the 
Ministry of Tourism to shift 
attention towards developing 

the Atewa forest rather than 
mining its gold.
The Okyehene said this at the 
Ofori Panin Fie at Kyebi when 
Tourism Minister, Dr. Awal 
Mohammed, his Deputy, Mark 
Okraku-Mantey, and officials 
from the Ghana Tourism 
Authority (GTA) paid a 
courtesy call on him last year.
“Develop a national park at 
Atewa forest, the species that 
God has given us there is 
phenomenal but if we begin to 
look at gold and its 
recklessness of galamsey and 
other things in the forest, we 
would never get there,” the 
Okyenhene said.
Osagyefo Amoatia Ofori Panin 
continued, “Gold would go 
away. It is not a renewable 
resource. The reckless felling 
of timber is a disregard for our 
nature. Build a museum in 
addition to the park that 
would tell our history and 
showcase our artefacts.”

TROUBLE LOOMS OVER ATEWA FOREST
… As Angry Residents Jab Lands Minister; Threaten To Stop Mining Prospecting  
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Trade and Industry Minister, 
Alan Kwadwo Kyerematen 
according to close sources 
has called on the delegates 
to vote for strong loyalists.
Reechoing Mr. Kyerematen's 
views, the sources quoting 
the minister noted that the 
party delegates have the 
opportunity now to put in 
place people who are loyal, 
and prepared to work for the 
good of the party, as the 
members go to the polls to 
elect national officers this 
weekend.
"We should vote the best 
hands who are able to 
manage the affairs of the 
party and not  be blinded by 
mantras, money, or anything 
that only brings transient 
satisfaction," Mr Kyerematen 
was reported to have told his 
friends.
His friends said all that the 
minister is praying for is for 

the delegates to vote for 
executives that members of 
the party can stand anywhere 
and beat their chests with 
pride."
The sources again said, Mr 
Kyerematen is not worried 
about who is elected but the 
calibre of the people who will 
work to uplift the party, 
adding that, "the unity of the 
party must be guarded with 
all our heart and with all our 
might”. 
For this reason, he has 
declared that he is ready to 
work with all those who will 
be elected by the rank and file 
of the party, "and will not 
forget the toil of those who 
may not emerge as victors in 
the elections."
One source said, Mr 
Kyerematen believes in the 
words of Woodrow Wilson, 
who said, "We cannot be 
separated in interest or 

divided in purpose. We 
stand together until the 
end."
Mr Kyerematen, the sources 
said, is doing all he can to 
unite the party for victory in 
2024 elections. This they 
said, shows his level of 
respect for delegates and 
members of the party. 
"Mr Kyerematen in all his 
conversations has been 
sincere in his belief that 
wisdom is not in only one 
person's head and therefore 
the collective decisions of 
all party members is what 
will make the NPP great at 
all times."
Many have tipped Mr 
Kyerematen as the next 
president of Ghana, and 
there are some delegates 
whose dream is just to 
interact with him and other 
leaders in person when they 

attend the congress.
"As a founding member, Mr 
Kyerematen is more or less a 
parent of the party, his 
attachment to the party may 
not be like some of us who 
joined the party only some 
18 years ago. His adult life 

has been largely devoted to 
serving the party, serving the 
country and serving the world 
as a diplomat," the sources 
said.

he Deputy General TSecretary for the 
governing New 

Patriotic Party (NPP), Lawyer 
Nana Obiri Boahen has served 
a strong notice to the NPP 
concerning their recent 
activities.
In an interview on Okay Fm 
with Kwame Nkrumah Tikese, 
Nana Obiri Boahen made it 
clear that it is time for him to 
speak the truth to the good 
people of Ghana. He added 
that even though he is a 
strong member of the NPP, he 
will not speak to please the 
party this time around. He 
added that there are certain 
estimated figures about the 
National Cathedral project 
that must be investigated very 
well.
The host of the show made it 
clear to Nana Obiri Boahene 
that NPP members who speak 

against their own party 
do not get any 
governmental positions. 
Nana Obiri Boahene 
replied him and said that 
he does not care 
whether he is given a 
position or not. He 
added that he can 
survive without any 
position because he is a 
trained lawyer who can 
make cash from that 

aspect.
"I must speak to please 
my daily guardian. I 
need to talk to please 
the good people of this 
country. I am not a 
fanatic, I am not a 
sycophant, I must speak 
like a lawyer, behave like 
a lawyer, think like a 
lawyer and behave like a 
God fearing person" he 
said.

Vote For Party Loyalists - Alan Tells NPP Delegates
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Ghana Has Lost GH¢50b To Financial Irregularities 
Between 2017 To 2021 – Okudzeto Ablakwa Alleges

Samuel Okudzeto Ablakwa, MP for North Tongu 
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Letter From Accra, From Our Own Correspondent  
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Examining The US-Israel Patron-Client Relationship Over Joe Biden's Middle East Visit

The US has been Israel's biggest financial sponsor for decades, enabling human rights violations. 
Biden's upcoming trip to the region is expected to further affirm this relationship. (Gili Yaari / 
Flash 90)
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Militant Trade Unionism Makes A Comeback In The UK

Section of the rally from the Durham Miners' Gala 2022. Photo: 
Twitter. The Durham miners' gala showcases the heritage of coal 
mining in the city and the rich working class traditions of 
militancy and trade unionism

James Webb Telescope: First Images Reveal Ancient Galaxies
By Sandipan Talukdar  
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